
Follow the Bouncing Ball: 
Presidential Nominating Conventions and 

Campaign Dynamics

Costas Panagopoulos
Yale University



Timing of Voting Decision 1964-2004
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Convention Bump 1964-2004
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Network Coverage of Conventions 1964-2004 
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Conventions Viewership 1964-2004
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Presidential Campaign Interest 
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Table 1: Vote Choice Decisionmaking During Conventions, Coverage and Audience 
 
 
 
 
 

Dependent Variable: Proportion of voters who made up their minds about which 
candidate to vote for during national conventions (NES) 

 
 
Independent Variables    Model 1  Model 2 
 
 
Coverage (Networks total hours)   0.24***  ---------- 
       (.08) 
 
Audience (Ratings)     ----------  0.54*** 
          (.19) 
 
Constant       14.79***  7.63* 
       (1.68)   (4.16) 
 
N       22   22 
 
Adj. R-Squared     0.28   0.25 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Ordinary Least Squares. Standard errors in parentheses.  
 
***p<.01 ** p<.05 * p<.10 
 



 
 
 

T a b l e  2 :  E x p l a i n i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  B u m p s  
 
 
 
 
 

D e p e n d e n t  V a r i a b l e :   
 
 
I n d e p e n d e n t  V a r i a b l e s      C o e f f i c i e n t  
 
 
A u d i e n c e  S i z e        0 . 9 5 *  
        ( 0 . 4 8 )  
 
C o v e r a g e         - 0 . 5 1 * * *  
        ( 0 . 2 0 )  
 
C a m p a i g n  I n t e r e s t       - . 0 1  
        ( 0 . 2 5 )  
 
U n d e c i d e d  V o t e r s        0 . 4 1 *  
        ( 0 . 2 3 )  
 
F i r s t  C o n v e n t i o n       8 . 7 8 * * *  
        ( 3 . 0 7 )  
 
C o n s t a n t         - 2 8 . 0 8  
        ( 2 6 . 8 6 )  
 
N         2 2  
 
A d j u s t e d  R - s q u a r e d       0 . 3 6  
 
 
 
N O T E :  O r d i n a r y  L e a s t  S q u a r e s .  S t a n d a r d  e r r o r s  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  
 
* * * p < . 0 1  * *  p < . 0 5  *  p < . 1 0  


