Constitution
Pi Lambda Theta
Beta Lambda Chapter

ARTICLE | BNAME

Thename of this assodation is the Beta LambdaChapter of Pi LambdaTheta
ARTICLE Il BPURPOSE

Pi LambdaThetais an honorsodety and professiond assodationin education.

As an horor sodety, its purpose is to recognize personsof supeior scholastic achievement and
high potential for professiond leadership.

As aprofessiond assodation, its purpo< is to stimulate indgpendent-thinking educators who can
ask critical questionsto improve eductiond decision-making. To thisend, it seeksto:

Foder leadership among educators;

Endeavor to improvethe status of educators;

Foder creativity and academic excellence at all educationd levels;

Suppot, extend, and interpret thefundion of eduationin ademoaacy;

Demondrate the power of competence in thebodyof knowedgeuniqueto the
profession;

Stimulate, condud, and utilize research;

Accept respongbility for evaluaion and improvement of the profession of teaching;
Contribute to the solution of educationd, sodal, and cultural problems of naiond and
internaiond concern;

¥ Promote professiond interaction and coopeation as a meansto postive action.
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ARTICLE Il BMEMBERSHIP

A. Tho= dligible for membership are candidaes who possess thefollowing general
qudifications
¥ Supeior scholastic achievement;
¥ Persond integrity and leadership traits; and
¥ Bédlief in and willingness to suppot the purposes of Pi LambdaTheta.

1. Specific qudificationsfor student candidates:

¥ A gradepoint averageof 3.5 or highe ona4.0 scale. A chgpter may request
approvd fromthe Board of Directors of an alternative method of determining
candidatesOdligibility for membership; and oneof thefollowing:

¥ Anintentto enter acareer in education, and status of at least sophonore and
current enrollment at aregiondly accredited inditution in abaccalaureste
degree program or pre-baccal aureate degree program, with an intent to
pursue a baccalaureate degree, or



¥ Admissonto agradude degree program or a pos-baccalaureate certification
or credential program with intent to enter a career in education, current
enrollment and completion of at least two (2) courses in tha program.

a. If fewer than two graduae or pog-baccal aureate courses have been
completed or it cannotbe doaumented from theingitution tha the
student® peformance is comparable to a 3.5 or better on a4.0 scale, the
grade point average of themog recently completed degree shdl be used
in determining eligibility.

2. Specific qudificationsfor professond candidates:

¥ No present enrollment in a degree program, and

¥ A minimum of abaccalaureate degree, and

¥ Completion of adegree, acredential program or acertification program at a
regiondly accredited inditutionin afield leading to a career in education,
and

¥ A gradepoint average of 3.5 or highe ona4.0 scale for the mog advanced
degree, credentia or certification program, and

¥ Submission of aresume/vitaor aportfolio as evidence of outstanding
contributionsto the profession.

Or, notwithganding theforgoing, submission of evidence tha a candidae

has achieved Nationd Board Certification unde the authority of the Nationd

Board for Professiond Teaching Standadsor has been designaed the

recipient of an award tha recognizes excellence in some facet of eduction

and is awarded onthebasis of outstanding performance as an educator.

¥ Thedsated and the professiondly recognized purpase(s) of theaward
mug be congstent with the purposes of Pi LambdaTheta

¥ Theboad of directorswill receive proposls, thedecisonto extend
eligibility requires two-thirds (2/3) in the affirmative.

B. Membership will congst of thefollowing types:

1. A chapter member in goodstanding (hereafter referred to as a hapter memberO
or aOnembeQ isonewhowas initiated or tranderred into the chapter and has
pad current internationd chapter dues and fees.

Aninternaiond life member shdl pay only chapter dues and fees.

In additionto theprivileges and responsbilities stated in the govening
doauments of Pi LambdaTheta, achagpter member is entitled to receive all
chapter publicationsand mailings participae in chapter activities and attend
chapter meetings and paticipae in chgpter votes and hold chepter office.

2.  Anhonoiry member isamember whois noteligible for active membership,
butwho has rendeaed notable service to eduction, evidenced service to Beta
Lambdachapter, and exhibited a commitment to the purposes of Pi Lambda



Theta. Such amember shdl beonewhos membership will beof valueand
continuing honorto theassodation. Thechapter shdl pay any required fees,
the honolry member shdl pay no dues or fees.

An honolry membe shdl beanonvoing member, privileged to receive
regular internaiond, regiond, and chapter publications to attend interndiond,
regiond, and chgpter meetings and to participaein all activities of the
assodation except thoe of holding office and representing the chapter at
Biennia Counal.

C. Eligibility and Initiation Rules

1.

The executive committee shdl certify theeligibility of al candidaes for
membership and initiation as required in thegovening doauments of Pi Lambda
Theta

No vote shdl betaken in any procedure establishing eligibility.

Thechapter shdl notrefuse membership to a candidae unless the candidae
failsto meet oneor more of the stated qudifications for membership.

The executive committee shdl establish procedures for theinitiation of
candidaes. There shdl beaminimum of at least two initiation ceremonies
durnng thebiennium for conferring theright to wear the key.

No candidate identified for membership by a chapter shdl become a member
withoutbeng present at an initiation ceremony.

D. Membership will berevoked by the organization uponfailure to pay dues.

ARTICLE IV BOFFICERS

A.

Theelected officers of this chgpter are president, president elect, first vice president,
secondvice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and treasurer.
Theimmediate past president serves as historian and parliamentarian.

Thepowers and duties of theofficer shdl be

1.

The president of the chapter shdl:

¥ Beresponsblefor thetimely, effective condud of chgpter busness;

¥ Beresponsble for thefulfillment of all internaional obligaions(as set
forth in the govening doauments of the Pi Lambda Theta) and of all
chapter obligations

¥ Cdl andpresdeat all meetingsof the chgpter and of the executive
committee;



¥  Certify with therecording secretary the names of the ddegate and alternae
to Biennial Courcil and any internaiond votes taken by the chepter;

¥  Beresponsble for keeping these bylaws congstent with thegovening
doauments of Pi LambdaTheta;

¥  Serveasavoting member ex officio of all committees except the
nominaing committee;

¥  Appoint thechars and members of al standing and special committees
except thoxe otherwise provided for in these bylaws, with theapprovad of
the executive committee.

Thepresident elect shdl:

¥  Serve asresearch committee char;

¥ Perform al theduties and be vested with all thepowers of thepresidentin
the absence of the president;

¥ Peform dutiestha are ddegaed by the president;

¥  Succeed to the presidency if tha office becomes vacant.

Thefirst vice president shdl:

¥  Serve as membership committee char;

¥ Perform al theduties and bevested with all thepowers of thepresidentin
the absence of the presdent and the president elect;

¥ Performdutiestha are ddegaed by the president;

¥  Succeed to thepresidency if tha office is vacated by both the president and

the president elect.

The secondvice president shdl:

¥

¥
¥

¥ Serve asprogram chair;
Perform all theduties and bevested with all the powers of the president in
the absence of the presdent, the president elect, and thefirst vice president;
Perform duties tha are ddegaed by the president;
Succeed to the presidency if that office is vacated by the president, the
president elect and thefirst vice president.

Therecording secretary shdl:

¥

Have available for reference at all meetingsa current copy of the govening
doauments of Pi LambdaTheta, theregion conditution, the chapter
congitution, and alist of chagpter officers, committee chars and committee
members;

Cdl theroll, when requested by the president;

Record the minutes of all meetingsof the chapter and of the executive
committee;

Sendto internaiond office all required records except those for which
other officers are assigned responsbility by this congditution;

Certify with the president the names of theddegate and aternate to the
Biennia Courcil and submit thos names to theinternaiond office by the
deadline stated in the governing doauments of Pi LambdaTheta;



¥  Certify with the president any internaiond vote the chapter may cast;
¥ Have cugody of all doauments bdongingto the chapter and make periodc
depoststo thearchives.

6. Thecorrespondng secretary shdl:

Give notice of meetingsto all members;

Condud al correspondence ddegaed by the president;

Read correspondence as requested by the president;

Send therequired information on chapter officersto theinternaiond office
by the deadline stated in the govening doauments of Pi LambdaTheta, and
notify theinternaiond office of any changes between elections

¥  Sendthechgpter program to theinternaiond office by the deadline stated
in thegovening doauments of Pi LambdaTheta
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7. Thetreasurer shdl:

¥ Keep aprope set of books

¥ Retain doauments such asreceipts and pad invoices for audit purposes,

¥ Receive al moneys and depost them in the EAF or SAF accountwhere
appropriate;

¥  Pay by campusrequisition all approved invoices,

¥ Giveasummary finandal report at each meeting and a complete finandal
report theannud meeting;

¥  Sendthenames, addresses, and fees of al new membersto the
internaiond office, within thetime frame stated in the goveaning
doauments of Pi LambdaTheta;

¥ Sendall chapter feesto theinternaiond office by the date stated in the
goveaning doauments of Pi LambdaTheta;

¥  Sendacopy of theaudited chgpter finandal report to theinternaiond
office by thedae stated in the governing doauments of Pi LambdaTheta;

¥  Serveaschar of thefinance committee;

¥  Serve onthescholarship awards committee.

8. All officersshdl paform al duties tha may be assigned by the chepter,

executive committee or president.

9. All officarsshdl ddiver all handbooksand officia materials of the office to the

successor or to the president within ten (10) days of the expiration of the term of
office.

C. Election of officers and ddegates

1.

An officer mug beachagpter member in goodstanding at thetime of election and
throughouttheterm of office.

Graduae and undegraduae student officers will be pared with a mentor officer at
the professiond level whoisnolonge astudent at The University of Akron.



3.

The student candidates will follow election procedures as outlined in this
conditution. Thementor officers will be appointed by the executive committee.

D. Nomination of officers and ddegaes:

1.

A nominaing committee of three (3) members shdl be appointed by the executive
committee at least two (2) monthsbefore theannual election. Elected officers may
not serve on thecommittee, and no member of the committee may be nominaed for
an office. The Nominaing Committee shdl be chared by theimmediate past
president. In theevent tha theimmediate past president is unable to assume this
duty, theexecutive committee shdl appoint a prior past president.

Thecommittee shdl prepare alist of nomnees, and tha list mug beinduded in the
agendaand notice of the meeting at which theelectionwill behdd. Nominaions
may bemadefromthefloor at thetime of theelection. No name shdl beplaced in
nomnation withoutthewritten consent of thenomnee.

E. Election of officers shdl beby bdlot at thewinter meeting. Election requires a majority
of thevotes cast. When thereisonenomneefor an office, tha vote may betaken by
voice.
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Election of thefirst vice president shdl bein even numbered years.

Election of the secondvice president shdl bein odd nunbered years.

Election of therecording secretary shdl bein even nunbered years.

Election of the corresponding secretary shdl bein odd nunmbered years.

Election of thetreasurer shdl bein even numbered years.

Theterm of office for the president and the president elect shdl be oneyear, with
annud electionsfor theoffice of president elect.

Thepresident elect shdl become president immediately uponexpiration of the
preceding president@ term.

F. Theingalation of officers shdl take place at the annud spring meeting. Names,
addresses, telephonenunbers and e-mails of all new officers shdl bereported to the
internaiond office by Junel.

G. Thepresdent and thepresident elect shdl beelected for terms of oneyear or urtil ther
successors are elected and assume office.

1.

wn

Thefirst vice president, secondvice president, recording secretary, corresponding
secretary, and treasurer shdl be elected for terms of two years or until ther
successors are elected and assume office.

No officer except thetreasurer may serve more than two (2) consecutive termsin
the same office.



H. Theterm of office beginsat the end of themeeting at which theingallationishdd. If
ingallation has not been hdd by the deadlinefor submitting officer namesto Pi Lambda
Theta, theincoming officers shdl assume office on tha dae.

I.  Should vacandes occur before the completion of aterm of office, the vacancy will be
filled in thefollowing manne':

1. Vacancy intheoffice of president shdl befilled by the president elect, first vice
president, and secondvice president in that order.

2. Thevacancy thuscreated in the office of president elect, first vice president, or
secondvice president, and a vacancy in any other office shdl befilled by vote of
the executive committee.

J. Impeachment charges can be broughtagang any officer with presentation of
doaumented evidence for thefollowing reasons

1. Grossnegylect of duties;
2. Lossof goodacademic standing; or
3. Unprofessiond condud.

K. Impeachment proceedingsmay be enacted uponatwo-thirds (2/3) vote of the executive
committee.

L. If impeachment proceedingsare voted to occur, the following procedure will be

followed:

1. Theofficer in question shdl benotified of the charges in writing;

2. A specia meeting of the executive committee will be set up to discuss the charges
where all paties are allowed to respond;

3. If adecisonis madeto proceed, atwo-thirds(2/3) vote by the membership will be
required for the officer to beremoved.

4. Removd may also occur throughthediscretion of the Dean of the College of
Education or a Student Affairs officer of The University of Akron.

5. Replacement of officersremoved in this fashion will follow Article IV (1) in this
conditution.

ARTICLE V BORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

A. The chapter® executive committee shal be composed of the elected officers, the standing
committee chars, and thefaculty adviser, whoiswithoutvote.

B. Theexecutive committee(® duties shdl beto:

1. Transact necessary busness between chapter meetingsand such other busness as
may bereferred to it by the chapter;

2. Presentareport at each chapter meeting;

3. Approvetheplansof work of the standing committees;
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Congder/approve expenditures in excess of the amountbudgeed;

Appoint the Nominating Committee;

Appoint the Audit Committee;

Appoint the Faculty Adviser(s);

Review thebudge beforeit is presented for adopion;

Certify thedigibility of al candidaes for membership and initiation as required in
thegovening doauments of Pi LambdaThea;

10. Establish proceduresfor initiation of candidaes.

C. There shdl betwo types of committees: standing and special.

1.

A standing committee is onewith a continung existence and fundion. Standing
committees are created and eliminaed by amending this conditution. The standing
committees are:

Research

Membership

Membership directory

Finance

Publicity

Newd etter

Scholarship awards

Fundraising

Educationd conference
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A special committee is onecreated to serve aonetime need. It ceases to exist when
it has completed its task and madeitsreport. Theexecutive committee may create
gpecia committees except as otherwise provided for in this conditution. Specia
committees are:

¥ Auditing
¥ Nominaing
¥ Bylaws

D. Appointment, Terms, and Duties of Committees

1.

The president, with theapprovd of the executive committee, shdl appoint the
charsand members of all committees, except as otherwise provided for in this
conditution. Frequent or continud unexcused absence from committee meetingsor
failure to report on committee activities may conditute groundsfor removd of a
committee char by the executive committee.

Chars and members of standing committees serve for aterm of one(1) year
corresponding to theterm of the president and may be reappointed at the discretion
of the president.



3. Plansof work mug beapproved by the executive committee. No committee may
act individudly to bind the executive committee or the chgpter. All committees
mug report onthar work as requested by the president.

ARTICLE VI BFACULTY ADVISOR

A.

In order to qudify to bethefaculty advisor, theindvidud mug beafull-time faculty
member or Contract Professiond in the College of Education at The University of Akron.

The executive committee shdl appoint one(1) or more faculty advisor(s).

Thefaculty advisor(s) shdl serve for aterm of two (2) years with no term limit.

. Advisors shdl serve as officia liaisonswith theinstitution and provide advice and

suppot to chapter members.

ARTICLE VII BRULES OR ORGANIZATIONAL PROCEDURES

A.

Regular Mesetings

Dates of regular meetingsshdl be set by the executive committee and announed at the
first meeting of theyear. The spring meeting is designaed as the annud meeting, and
mug indudetheitems of busness mandaed in this conditution. If thedae of aregular
meeting is changed, tha meeting shdl be consdered to be a special meeting.

Specia Meetings
Special meetingsmay be called by the president, the executive committee, or a majority
of themembers.

Notice

Notice, induding an agendg mug begiven to each member at least one(1) month before
ameeting. Notice of meetingsmay beddivered persondly or sent by mail, overnight
courier, electronic mail, telegram, or facsmile transmission to each member at the
address shown in the chapter records

Quorum.

Attendance shdl betaken when ameetingis called to order and alist of attending
members in goodstanding prepared for entry into the minutes. Two-thirds(2/3) of the
number of members on the attendance list conditutes a quomum.

In the event of corflict concerning prope rules of procedure, Robat® Rules of Order
will serve astherecognized authority.

Executive Committee Meetings

1. Regular meetingsof the executive committee shdl be hdd before each chapter
meeting.



Specia meetingsof the executive committee may be called by the president or a
majority of the executive committee.

Notice, induding an agendg mug begiven to each committee member at least one
(1) week before ameeting.  Notice of meetingsmay beddivered persondly or sent
by mail, overnight courer, electronic mail, telegram, or facsmile trangmission to
each committee member at the address shown in the chapter records

Any or all committee membea's may paticipae in an executive committee meeting
by any means of communication by which all members participaing can
simultaneoudy hear each other duringthemeeting. A committee member
paticipaing in ameeting by electronic meansis deemed to be present in person at
the meeting.

Two-thirds (2/3) of the voting members of the executive committee conditutes a
quomum.

ARTICLE VIII BFINANCE

A. Dues. Each membe mudg remit annud internaiona dues and chgpter duesto the
internaiond office, when invoiced. Theamounts of chgpter dues and fees mug be
approved by the chgpter membership. Approvd requires two-thirds(2/3) in the
affirmative.

B. Budg«

1.

An annud budgé shdl be prepared by thefinance committee, presented to the
executive committee for review, and then presented by thetreasurer to the
membership for adopion.

Non-budgeed expenditures and expenditures tha exceed the amountbudgeed for
tha expenditure by $25 or more mug be approved by the executive committee.

C. Deposts. All monies mug bedeposted in the campusdirected SAF accountin
accordance with all therules and regulationsof The University of Akron.

D. Dishursements.

1.
2.

3.

Disbursements mug be by campusrequisition.

Disbursements shdl be made only uponpresentation of a prope statement or receipt
to the VP for Student Affairs Fiscal Operationsat The University of Akron.

Each invoice mug beapproved by the person who received the goodsor services.
Each invoice for anonbudgeed expenditure or excess expenditure as defined in this
conditution mug be approved by the executive committee as well asthe person
receiving the goodsor services.

10



E. Audit. Theaudit committee shdl be appointed by the executive committee prior to the
meeting at which thetreasurer presents the complete finanda report. The committee
mug have three (3) membe's, noneof whomisthetreasurer. When thecommittee
members are satisfied that thetreasurer@ annud report is correct, each mug signa
statement to that effect at theend of thereport.

F. Fisca Year. Thefisca year isJunelthroughMay 31.
ARTICLE IX BAFFILIATION

A. Theorganizationisan affiliate of Pi LambdaTheta, Internaiond Honorand Professiond
Assodationin Education.

B. BetaLambdaChepter also actively affiliates with Pi LambdaTheta Region |l which
indudes the state of Ohio.

C. BetaLambdaChapter isrepresented at Biennial Coundl and the Region |l Conference by
addegae and an dternae.

1. Delegaesand Alternaes attending the Biennial Counal and the Region Counadl
shdl be selected as follows:

a Presdent

b. Vicepresdent

c. Any officer who has attended at least two (2) chgpter meetingsand is appointed
by the executive committee

d. Any membe appointed by the executive committee.

2. Thenamesof ddegates and aternaes shdl bereported to theinternaiond office or
region, respectively, by thedate stated in the governing doauments of Pi Lambda
Theta. A ddegae will be seated only if both the chgpter and theddegate arein
goodstanding with theinternaiond organization (and, for regiond conferences with
theregionas well).

3. Theddegae shdl have theresponsbility to:

a.  Become familiar with and ascertain the wishes of the chgpter concerning the
itemsto be congdered at the Biennial Coundl andthe Region || Conference;

b. Attendall meetingsof the Biennia Counal and the Region |1 Conference or
mandae tha the alternae attend;

c. Voteonthebasisof theevidence presented duringdiscussion at the Biennial
Coundl and the Region Il Conference butwith consderation given to the
wishes of the chapter;

d. Submit areport at thefirst chgpter meeting following Biennial Counal and the
Region Il Conference.

4. Thedternae shdl:

a.  Attendthe meetingsof the Biennial Coundl andthe Region I Conference
should the ddegae be unable to do so, and thusthen bethe accredited ddegate
for thechapter;

b. Fulfill al theresponghilities of the ddegate, in theevent of theabove
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D. All duesare pad directly to internaiond office upon billing as stated in Article VIII BA
in these bylaws.

1. Chapter dues are tranderred by check from internaiond office to the chgpter
treasurer.

2. Thechapter paysregiond duesto theregion organization and counal feesto the
internaiond office yearly.

ARTICLE X BAMENDMENTS

A. Proposl. Amendmentsto these bylaws may be proposd by the executive committee,
the bylaws committee (if any), aspecia committee, or seven (7) chapter members.

B. Adopiton. These bylaws may beamended at a chapter meeting. Proposd amendments
mug beindudeal in the agendaand notice of the meeting. Adopion of an amendment
requires two-thirds(2/3) in the affirmative.

C. Approvd by P LambdaThea. Amendments become effective when approved by Pi
LambdaThea

ARTICLE XI BNONDISCRIMINATION CLAUSE

A. BetaLambdaChapter of Pi LambdaTheta shdl nat discriminae onthebasis of race,
creed, nationd origin, ancestry, gender, age, handicap, veteran status or sexud
orientation in the selection of its members or in its programs, unless federa or state laws
allow for such exception.

B. When thenondscriminaion clause in the govening doauments of Pi LambdaTheais
more restrictive than theforegoing clause, the clause in the govening doauments of Pi
LambdaTheta shdl apply.

ARTICLE XII BSTUDENT LIFE CLAUSE
A. BetalLambdaChapter of Pi LambdaTheta shdl maintain a current registration form,

induding alist of officers, thar addresses, the name of thefaculty advisor, and the mog
recently amended conditution with the Department of Student Life.
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