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Joint MSW Program Field Advisory Committee

Friday, August 13, 2010
9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon
The Polsky Building, Room 445 [the Distance Learning Room]

Purpose
YOUR PRESENCE IS REQUESTED   
 The Joint MSW Program needs your feedback and input with regards to the utility of the new Student Learning Contract and Evaluation used over the past Semester. In addition, we would appreciate input on the current social economic trends currently impacting agencies in the community. In order to proceed we feel it is essential to get your feedback and input. We have scheduled a meeting on: Friday, August 13, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. The meeting will be held in the Polsky Building.  Thank you for your partnership with us and for your willingness to be a part of the process of change! 

 If you are planning on attending, please contact myself, Naomi White 330-972-5978 Naomi1@uakron.edu<mailto:Naomi1@uakron.edu>  or Linda McArdle 330-972-8432 Linda15@uakron.edu<mailto:Linda15@uakron.edu>  by August 12, 2010.  When responding, please let us know if you need a parking pass.
Thank you for your partnership with us and for your willingness to be a part of the process of change!

Educational Policy 2.3-Signature Pedagogy: Field Education

Signature pedagogy represents the central form of instruction and learning in which a profession socializes its students to perform the role of practitioner.  Professionals have pedagogical norms with which they connect and integrate theory and practice. In social work, the signature pedagogy is field education. The intent of field education is to connect the theoretical and conceptual contribution of the classroom with the practical world of the practice setting. It is a basic precept of social work education that the two interrelated components of curriculum-classroom and field-are of equal importance within the curriculum, and each contributes to the development of the requisite competencies of professional practice. Field education is systematically designed, supervised, coordinated, and evaluated based on criteria by which students demonstrate the achievement of program competencies.

The Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) uses the Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS) to accredit baccalaureate- and master's-level social work programs. EPAS supports academic excellence by establishing thresholds for professional competence. It permits programs to use traditional and emerging models of curriculum design by balancing requirements that promote comparability across programs with a level of flexibility that encourages programs to differentiate.  EPAS describe four features of an integrated curriculum design: (1) program mission and goals; (2) explicit curriculum; (3) implicit curriculum; and (4) assessment. The Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards are conceptually linked. Educational Policy describes each curriculum feature.

Accreditation Standards (in italics) are derived from the Educational Policy and specify the requirements used to develop and maintain an accredited social work program at the baccalaureate (B) or master's (M) level.

Excerpted from the Council on Social Work Education: www.cswe.org<http://www.cswe.org/>

Signature Pedagogy

From its very start, the land-grant approach to higher education focused on intentional and integrated learning in ways that distinguished itself from previous models of higher education. Students needed different skills to solve the real problems facing real people in real communities. And they needed those skills quickly. They needed practical knowledge accompanied by hands-on training. The land-grant university was built around those needs, with a new curriculum and a new pedagogy that were intentionally coordinated to integrate knowing with doing, in ways that mattered to those typically disenfranchised from higher education.

 The term "signature pedagogy" was of course coined by Lee Schulman, president emeritus of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Schulman noted how distinctive teaching and learning practices in specialized professions such as medicine and law uniquely defined the student learning experience within those professional areas. Might there be signature pedagogy-distinctive teaching and learning practices-that differentiates a twenty-first-century approach to undergraduate education in this more demanding cognitive age?

 This new signature pedagogy can be characterized as discovery-centered, interdisciplinary, integrative, translational, and contextual. Although any one of these characteristics can contribute to an important and meaningful learning experience, it is the five together, interconnected in a program or experience, that results in the kind of twenty-first-century learning we are striving to achieve and assess.

 Excerpted from the Association of American Colleges and Universities

28-July-2010    MSW Field Advisory Meeting
Page 2

