MSW Full-Time Foundation Field Education Orientation Notes 

Students, 
· Review  Field Application Schedule for due dates

· Note purpose of Field is integration of theory with practice and learning new agency-based practice
· Submit Field Education paperwork
· Begin agency interview process  immediately

· Know Field assignments will be made by date listed on field education orientation schedule 
· Note Foundation Field = 3 required areas of learning- Direct Practice, Service Impact & Professional Learning 
· Note Foundation Field = 200 hrs/semester; 16 hrs/week

· Note Foundation Field occurs in same agency, 2 consecutive semesters (fall and spring)

· Note start Field 2 weeks after classes start in fall and at same time classes start in spring

· Note no Field over holidays or semester breaks

· Make-up all missed field time

· Procure a Field instructor with an MSW or MSSA degree + 2 years post-degree experience; a minimum of  1 year at the agency

· Write Field at Place of Employment Proposal (packet) if doing Foundation Field where you work, specifying field time in blocks of minimum 3 hours or more.  Field activities must be different from work activities.  Field instructor must be different from work supervisor.

· Note (*) on “Prior to Interview” form if exploring agency not on the roster

· Copy Agency Acceptance Form as needed

· Dress as for a job interview—dress/blouse/skirt/nylons or suit/jack + shirt/tie/dress shoes

· Update your resume 
· Review “Some Guidelines for Practicum Selection” for interview question preparation

· Find out about the agency in advance re: services, hours, etc. – call front desk.

· Think about what you want to learn re:  skills, problem-solving, population, problem area

· Talk about 16 hours of Foundation learning/week, mutuality of schedules, need for liability insurance, physicals, costs to you, required orientations

· Write “thank you’s” to every agency where you interview

· Take the LSW test, if eligible, as early as possible – may enhance Foundation Field/job opportunities

· Call questions to Professor  Naomi White (330)-972-5978 or Professor Linda McArdle (330)-972-8432
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