

Assessment reports due to Division Deans Sept. 15th
[bookmark: _GoBack]General Guidelines: Philosophy is one of program improvement
· Benchmarking must be justified (e.g. How do you know your benchmarking level is or is not appropriate?)
· Findings should be followed with actions either planned or under review.
· Whole-scale non-findings suggest measurements were poor and will be a red flag to HLC (every program has some areas that need improvement). 
____________________________________________________________________________________
Annual Assessment Report Form: Partial Example (text in bold)
Please complete a form for each of the programs within your department.  
1.  Program Information
a. Program: BS Geology (337000BS), BS Engineering Geology(337003BS), MS Geology (3370M)
b. Department: Geosciences
c. College: A & S
d. Program Assessment Coordinator: 
e. Semester(s) data collected: S14
f. Report Submitted by: 
g. Phone/email: 
h. Date Submitted: 
2. According to the Assessment Plan for this program, what were the planned assessments to be conducted during the Spring 2014 semester?  You may want to copy and paste from this program’s assessment plan.
Common questions on exams from foundational courses, lab reports from upper level courses, evaluations of student thesis proposal presentations and MS thesis defenses.
3. Results.  What are the results of the planned assessments listed above?  Describe below.
a. Present the summary data resulting from assessment activities:
b. What are the standards and expectations for performance?
c. Did the students meet the standards?
d. What gaps were found between the standards for student learning and the actual results?  
e. Please do not include any students’ names in order to protect confidentiality.
4. Conclusions and Discoveries.  What conclusions or discoveries were made from these results?  Describe below.  Have questions been raised about the effectiveness of the assessment plan? If so, what changes are needed?  Are different outcomes, measures, analysis, etc. needed?
5. Use of Results.  What changes in curriculum, instructional strategies, course content, facilities, equipment, resource allocation, etc. are recommended to address the gaps between expected performance and actual results?   How will they be implemented?  If none, describe why changes were not needed.

BS Geology ( foundational knowledge) – Analyses of student response to earth materials lab exam questions suggest most majors met standards with the exception of two areas: identification of aphanitic texture and identification of basalt. Curricular changes in the course are planned to ensure students can identify these properties and earth materials. Data suggest less emphasis needed on some topics.
 Engineering Geology (upper level application of concepts) – Analysis of learning outcomes and comparison of our degree program to those at other institutions suggest we should no longer admit students to this program. Reasons cited: 
1. These programs have traditionally low enrollment (less than 1 per year for the last 10 years)
2. Engineering Geology is traditionally in a College of Engineering where it can be an accredited engineering program.
3. The only faculty member with expertise in this area is retiring effective summer 2014 and there are presently no plans to replace that specialty.

MS Geology – Analyses of faculty evaluations of student thesis proposals suggest that many students have difficulty properly defining a research problem (2.8/4.0) developing clear hypotheses (2.7/4.0). Furthermore, faculty advising students typically rate students higher than others less familiar with the proposed research plan. Faculty members are developing procedures to ensure higher quality in these two areas.
Analyses of thesis defense evaluations displayed similar trends for the ability of students to execute and explain their research plans as well as their ability to rigorously evaluate the data they collect. Faculty are evaluating the option of a non-thesis masters option.   

6. Dissemination of Results, Conclusions and Discoveries.  How and with whom were the results shared? Describe the departmental process by which faculty reviewed the assessment procedures and results and decided on the actions and/or revisions that were indicated by them.
Results were discussed at a recent faculty meeting. The faculty members voted to shutter the Engineering Geology program and are considering changes to curriculum in other degree programs.  
7. Describe your assessment plans for AY2014-15.
Data will be collected during summer capstone field camp as indicated in assessment plans. Data collections across the degree programs will continue during AY14-15.



