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Dr. Steven R. Ash
Associate Professor

Dept of Management

CBA 337
+ 4801

972-6429

ash@uakron.edu

Dr. Linda R. Barrett
Associate Professor

Geography and Planning

CAS 405B
+ 5005

972-6120

barrett@uakron.edu
Dr. Julia  Beckett
Associate Professor

Public Administration & Urban Studies

POL 266C


+ 7904

972-5466

jbecket@uakron.edu
Dr. Irina  Chernikova
Associate Professor

Associate Studies

POL 131


+ 6501

972-6529

irina@uakron.edu
Mr. Greg  Dieringer
Assistant Dean

University College

SI 302D


+ 6201

972-7572

gdierin@uakron.edu
Ms. Kelly  Herold
Assistant to the Dean

Summit College
POL 214


+ 6001

972-8832

kherold@uakron.edu
Mr. David A. Licate
Assistant Professor

Public Service Technology
POL 166


+ 4304

972-7392

licate@uakron.edu
Dr. M. Patrice McCarthy
Associate Professor

Nursing - Instruction
MGH 202F
+ 3701

972-5923

mccarthy@uakron.edu
Ms. Annette R. Mitzel
Director

Center for Nursing Clinic
MGH 201T


+ 3701

972-6698

annett1@uakron.edu
Dr. Renee R. Mudrey Camino
Assistant Professor

Educational Foundations & Leadership
ZOOK 301F


+ 4208

972-6470

rm52@uakron.edu
Dr. Melinda  Newman
Associate Professor

Dept of Finance

CBA 228


+ 4803

972-6108

newmanm@uakron.edu
Ms. Fedearia  Nicholson
Director

Office of Multicultural Development

BCCE 115


+ 1804

972-6447

fn@uakron.edu
Dr. Helen  Qammar
Director, Institute for Teaching and Learning

Sr. VP and Provost

LH 412


+ 6236

972-8834

hqammar@uakron.edu
Ms. Nancy L. Roadruck
Director

Academic Advisement Center

SI 201C
+ 6206

972-7425

nancy5@uakron.edu
Ms. Vicki  Rostedt
Associate Professor

Business Technology
POL 182F


+ 6002

972-7381
rostedt@uakron.edu
Dr. Neil  Sapienza
Acting Director

School of Dance, Theatre, and Arts Admn

GH 394F


+ 1005

972-6223

nbs@uakron.edu
Dr. Robert C. Schwartz
Associate Professor

Dept of Counseling
CH 116


+ 5007

972-8155

rcs@uakron.edu
Ms. Cynthia M. Summers
Manager, Student Recruiting and Comm Relations

Wayne College Dean’s Office

UAWC A130


+ 8901

972-8786

csummers@uakron.edu
Dr. Dudley  Turner
Interim Assistant Dean

College of Fine & Applied Arts Dean’s Office
GH 260


+ 1001

972-6518

dbturner@uakron.edu
Steven Ash

Associate Professor

Department of Management

Steven R. Ash (Ph.D New Mexico State) joined the department of management at The University of Akron in 2001. His research interests deal with recruiting and organizational attraction, crisis management, diversity, and international management. Since coming to UA he has served on over twenty dissertation committees.  Prior to coming to UA Steve was at Sul Ross State University, and Franklin University (where he was the department chair). His areas of teaching encompass broad areas of management including human resource management, organizational behavior, international management, and strategic management. He has been voted by undergraduate students to be the “outstanding teacher of the year” (Sul Ross State university) and the “most influential faculty member” by graduate students (Franklin University).  Steve has consulted for numerous organizations such as Bank One, Nestlé, Sandia National Laboratories, and NASA as well as many smaller businesses. Steve has lived overseas for 8 years (4 years in Asia, 2 years in Europe, and 2 years in South America), and speaks fluent Spanish. He leads The University of Akron study abroad program to Greece, and has taken executive MBAs on tours of Europe. He is currently the director of the Fitzgerald Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies, and the faculty advisor for the student chapter of the Akron Society for Human Resource Management. Prior to pursuing education, Steve has worked as a hod tender, a long distance truck driver, a ranch hand, a research diver, and on a squid ship in the Pacific. He appreciates the value of education.

Linda R. Barrett

Associate Professor

Department of Geography and Planning

Linda R. Barrett was born in Michigan but raised in Japan, though she attended English-speaking schools.  She received her B.A. in Linguistics from Michigan State University in 1981.  Following graduation, she and her husband spent two years in Central America as interns in community development with their church’s development agency.  Upon returning to the States, she took a course in international development in the Department of Geography at Michigan State University, and eventually decided to enroll as a graduate student in that department.  Her interests within geography evolved during her graduate career, such that her research specialty is in soils and soil geography.  She received her M.A. in 1991 and Ph.D. in 1995.  Linda became Assistant Professor of Geography and Planning at the University of Akron in 1995.  She teaches a wide variety of courses in the department, including many in the geotechniques area, which includes geographic information systems (GIS), cartography, and remote sensing.  With colleagues in Archaeology and Geology she received an NSF CCLI grant to develop a team-taught course in archaeogeophysical survey which has now been offered three times.  In 2002-2003 she participated in the Scholarship of Teaching, Assessment, and Learning (SoTAL) seminar.  She has also maintained a research program in soil formation and soil development, including research which was supported by NSF POWRE and CAREER grants.  From summer 2003 until the contract was signed in December 2005 Linda was a member of the Akron-AAUP Negotiating Team.  Since December 2005 she has served as Grievance and Contract Administration Officer for Akron-AAUP.  

Julia Beckett

Associate Professor

Public Administration & Urban Studies

Julia Beckett has over 13 years experience educating leaders for the public sector as a faculty member for  MPA programs. She is especially proud of the recognition in 2002 when she was named Teacher of the Year of the Doctoral Association of Arts and Sciences and Public Affairs and the 2003 award from the Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies as an Urban Light, where she was recognized by student nomination as an outstanding person involved in the Akron community. She has held recognized leadership positions including Chairperson of American Society for Public Administration Section on Public Law and Administration and  Coordinator of Master in Public Administration Program at The University of Akron. She ascribes to the vital ideas that leadership can occur at many places in an organization and  at various times, and that a position or title may not reflect the leadership abilities or accomplishments of an individual.  Dr. Beckett earned a BA and a JD from Washington University in St. Louis. She practiced law for a short time in Denver, Colorado, and then she completed her PhD in Public Administration and Public Policy with a dissertation on Bankrupt Special District Governments from the University of Colorado at Denver. Her areas of teaching, research and publication include urban administration and policy, legal aspects of public management, public budget and finance, bureaucratic reform, the origins of management improvement through performance and outcome measurement, and the scholarship of teaching. 

Irina Chernikova

Associate Professor and Lead Faculty

Department of Associate Studies

Irina Chernikova earned her Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics in Russia in 1985. She served as founder and chair of the Department of Mathematics and Information Technology at a large state university for seven years (1987—1993). During these years her department became a regional center of teaching and learning for other universities.  Her career here in the United States began in 1994 as a chemical researcher at SD Myers, Inc., Tallmadge.  In 1996 Irina started working as a part-time instructor at the Department of Theoretical and Applied Mathematics at the University of Akron and in the year 2000 moved up to a full tenure track position of Assistant Professor of Technical Mathematics in the Department of Associate Studies, Summit College.  It took just two years for Irina to attain tenure and be promoted to Associate Professor. In 2003 she became Lead Faculty for the department’s Mathematics Division. Since that time she has made significant improvements in courses’ content, prerequisites, and articulation between Summit College and the College of Arts and Sciences. She has been actively participating in many university initiatives and task forces.  Irina has more than 50 publications in her discipline and scholarship of teaching. She presented her work multiple times at international conferences in Portugal, Spain, and the United States.

Greg Dieringer

Assistant Dean

University College

Greg Dieringer earned a B.A. in Secondary Education and a M.A. in Higher Education Administration from The University of Akron.  Greg is proud to have begun his professional career at his alma mater in the Office of Admissions, where he worked from 1995 to 2006.  He has been involved with a number of campus committees throughout his career, and he was honored to be the recipient of the Donfred H. Gardner Outstanding Student Affairs Professional Award in May 2006, the highest honor bestowed upon a Student Affairs professional at UA.  In addition to his service to the University, Greg has chaired several professional development committees for the Ohio Association for College Admissions Counseling (OACAC), a state affiliate of the National Association for College Admissions Counseling (NACAC), and he was elected by the OACAC membership to serve as an assembly delegate to NACAC in 2005 and 2006.  Dieringer became and Assistant Dean of University College in January 2007.  One of his major responsibilities is the coordination of the Postsecondary Enrollment Options Program, but he is enthusiastic about working on a variety of other student success initiatives.  Greg is also a member of the First-Year Experience Task Force, and he has been a Student Success Seminar instructor in the Pre-Education Learning Community since 2003.  Greg is pleased to be serving in this role where he can act mentor and assist students in their academic achievement.

Kelly Herold

Assistant to the Dean

Summit College

Kelly Herold earned her bachelor and master degrees in secondary education from The University of Akron.  After graduation, she served as educational director for Oriana House Inc. and later for the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, overseeing all educational programming within the community correctional facilities in these agencies.  In 1998, Kelly joined The University of Akron as the Tech Prep director and in 2007 was named Assistant to the Dean for Strategic Initiatives in Summit College.  Kelly currently serves as an executive board member for the Summit County Gang Task Force, the Akron Early College High School and the Akron Area College Tech Prep Consortium.  She is also serving as a committee member for the Summit County Coalition for Access.

David A. Licate

Assistant Professor and Lead Faculty

Department of Public Service Technology

Assistant Professor David Licate is lead faculty for the Criminal Justice Technology program at the University of Akron.  He is currently a doctoral candidate in public policy analysis at Kent State University, completing a dissertation entitled "Innovations and Organizational Change in Ohio Police Departments." After earning a Master’s degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Cincinnati, he pursued a career in corporate security progressing from lead detective/supervisor, to district loss prevention trainer and regional investigations analyst. Prior to joining the criminal justice faculty of the University of Akron's Summit College he taught part-time in the political science and criminal justice departments at Akron and Kent State University. Teaching and research interests include policing organization and innovation, homeland security, crime and intelligence analysis, cyber crime and computer forensics, white-collar crime, crime policy and politics, applied criminology, and crime prevention.  Beyond teaching and research, Professor Licate spends his time writing industrial and homeland security educational programming, consulting with local police departments on issues related to homeland security, and speaking to professional groups on the prevention of white-collar crime.  

M. Patrice McCarthy

Associate Professor

Director, Joint PhD in Nursing Program

College of Nursing

Patrice McCarthy was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio and earned an undergraduate degree in Nursing from The Ohio State University and a graduate degree in Pediatric Nursing from Case Western Reserve University.  She completed a two year post-graduate program in organizational and family systems.  She earned her doctorate in Nursing from the University of Colorado with a concentration in the development of communities and organizations.  Her scholarship has focused on the philosophical foundations of nursing with an emphasis on spirituality and personal and communal consciousness.  She has over 30 years experience as a nurse clinician, administrator, educator and researcher focused on societal issues that effect women and children.  Her leadership experience includes senior level administration of hospital based nursing services, directing a community based initiative to reduce infant mortality, serving as the founding director of a non-profit agency serving women and children and service as the founding President and Dean of a College of Nursing.  She has extensive leadership experience in professional organizations and in the governance of academic and non-profit organizations.  Her approach to leadership is informed by a participatory consciousness that honors the relationship between human beings and the universe and one that challenges hierarchical systems that create social injustice.

Annette R. Mitzel, RN,MSN, CNS

Director

Center for Nursing Clinic

Annette Mitzel has been a registered nurse for 30 years, graduating with her BSN in 1977 and her MSN in Family Health and Administration in 1983 from the University of Akron. She is a clinical nurse specialist and has extensive training in complimentary therapies. She began her nursing career at Akron General Medical Center as a staff nurse on the oncology unit and taught in the School of Nursing. She joined Barberton Citizens Hospital in 1983 as an Assistant Director of Nursing and Director of Nursing Education. While there she was Product Line Manager and Director of Planning where she formulated strategic plans and facilitated program development. In this position she facilitated the creation of a “fast track” for non emergency care. In the service area of geriatrics she created an Interdisciplinary Geriatric Assessment program with a focus on the mental health needs of older adults. In 1992 she joined VNS as Director of Planning where she developed strategic marketing plans for all services. In 1994 Annette accepted a full time faculty position in the College of Nursing at The University of Akron. Currently she is a full time faculty member of the College of Nursing and is the Director of the Center for Nursing. The mission of The Center for Nursing is to provide learning opportunities for students through care to the underserved in our community. Annette operates a nurse managed clinic at Alpha Phi Alpha Homes at Channelwood Village .The Center for Nursing also partners with the Family Medicine program at Akron General Medical Center to offer care to the uninsured in our community at the College of Nursing and at ACCESS.  Her hobbies include golf, hiking, needlecrafts and reading for pleasure. 

Renee Mudrey Camino, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Educational Psychology

Assistant Department Chair

Educational Foundations and Leadership

College of Education
Renee Mudrey Camino, Ph.D. earned her Ph.D. in Urban Education with an emphasis on Learning and Development from Cleveland State University. She is currently the Assistant Department Chair and Assistant Professor of Educational Psychology in the department of Educational Foundations and Leadership at The University of Akron. She is also the Coordinator of the undergraduate Educational Psychology Core program. Prior to her career in academe, Renee worked as an inner-city high school teacher in the Cleveland area.  Currently, Renee continues to research self-regulatory processes of learning and cognition with an emphasis on goal setting and emotion regulation. In addition to several articles published in this area, she has contributed an article which appears in John Santrock’s Ohio edition of Educational Psychology, a highly respected text used in undergraduate studies. She is a reviewer for several journals in the field of Educational Psychology and Urban Education and is an advisory member for the Cleveland Women’s Journal and a member of the Editorial Board of Learning Horizon’s in Cleveland. She is also a member of the American Educational Research Association and the American Psychological Association. Renee’s proudest accomplishment is her continued mentorship of undergraduate Honor’s students and graduate students as a project sponsor, dissertation advisor, and mentor to first generation female college students.

Melinda L. Newman
Associate Professor of Finance
College of Business Administration
Melinda Newman earned a B.S. in Finance and Business Economics from Miami University of Ohio.  After working as a property/casualty underwriter, she returned to her studies and earned a Ph.D. in Finance from Michigan State University.  She joined the University of Akron faculty in 2000, and earned tenure and promotion to Associate Professor in 2006.  She currently teaches corporate finance courses in the undergraduate and graduate business programs, and serves as advisor to finance majors in the honors program.  As director of her department’s Building Bridges program for the period 2000–2005, she oversaw the matching of student teams with community partners to address financially-based projects; under her directorship, 250 students worked with over 30 partners in industry, government, and the non-profit sector.  Dr. Newman's research interests include both corporate finance and personal financial planning issues, with publications appearing in The Financial Review (forthcoming), the Journal of Financial Research, the Journal of Real Estate Portfolio Management, Financial Services Review, and the Journal of Financial Planning, among others.  She has been an active participant in conferences of national and international professional organizations, and has served as a reviewer for multiple journals.  She has also served on numerous committees at the department, college, and university-levels, with recent contributions including the university’s  Academic Alignment Project, and chairing a 2006-2007 faculty search.
Fedearia Nicholson

Director

Office of Multicultural Development

Fedearia A. Nicholson was born and raised in Akron, Ohio.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a master’s degree in public administration both from The University of Akron.  She began her professional career in higher education administration nearly a decade ago as Assistant to the Dean of Student Affairs at Cuyahoga Community College, Metropolitan Campus in Cleveland, Ohio.  Next, Fedearia moved to Ursuline College where she established the Office of Multicultural Affairs and served as the college’s first director for five years.  During her tenure, she created and facilitated book dialogues for senior level administrators, faculty and staff on the areas of racism and white privilege.  In addition, she co-developed the institution’s first African American Studies Minor which resulted in a more multicultural core curriculum for all students.  Her work also allowed her to create a Peer Mentoring Program that significantly increased the retention rate among program participants.  Fedearia credits strong mentoring to her own professional development and has tried to impart the importance of mentoring to students.  In addition, she has spoken nationally and locally on the benefits of mentoring.  Prior to assuming the role of Director of the Office of Multicultural Development at The University of Akron in 2007, Fedearia served as Coordinator of Academic Support Services at The University of Akron where she established the Four Phase Advising System Learning Community and later went to serve as Coordinator of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs, where she developed The Women and Medicine Program.  Fedearia has been very active in working with the Akron Urban League, served as a member of the Akron NAACP and currently serves as Treasurer of the Akron Urban League Guild.  Her interests include reading, traveling, attending plays and movies.

Helen Qammar

Director

Institute of Teaching and Learning

Helen Qammar joined the University of Akron in the department of chemical and biomolecular engineering in January, 1989.  Prior to joining the faculty she was a Fellow at Resources for the Future in Washington, D.C. where she worked with economic researchers on the costs and benefits of pollution prevention and waste minimization. Her research area of nonlinear dynamics and chaos encompasses many disciplines including chemistry, physics, numerical methods, and engineering. She earned her bachelor’s degree at Syracuse University and master’s and doctorate degrees at the University of Virginia, all in chemical engineering. Prior to her graduate studies, Qammar worked as an engineer for Exxon Research & Engineering Co. in such areas as tar sands and shale oil processing.  Qammar has been instrumental in curricular evaluation and program assessment within her department and college.  She chair the ABET assessment team for the college of engineering when they moved from traditional course-based to learning outcomes-based assessment.  Since that time her scholarship has focused on how students develop the skills of professional practice in engineering.  Qammar has also been an active participant in campus governance serving on the Executive Committee of faculty senate, Student Success & Retention committee, Provost's advisory committee, and in 2007, was named a Faculty Fellow in assessment.  

Nancy L. Roadruck

Director, Academic Advisement Center

University College

Prior to coming to The University of Akron, Nancy Roadruck worked for 11 years in management and corporate training at a financial institution.  As she became involved in the training process, she developed an interest in the practical application of a management style utilizing Bloom’s Taxonomy as related to employee satisfaction and subsequent delivery of good customer service.   Nancy left banking to teach at her alma mater, The University of Akron.  It was there that she worked to prepare students for the world of work.  As she shared her business experience with students preparing to enter the world of work, her interest in advising students grew.

After a period of time spent raising her son and volunteering in several organizations, Nancy returned to The University of Akron as an Academic Adviser in University College.  Her passion to help students understand how college and the world of work relate found a home in the Academic Advisement Center.  As the Director of the Academic Advisement Center, Nancy brings a business mindset to an academic setting.  She believes that one of the most important administrative decisions is the hiring decision; therefore, it is her responsibility to discover the talent that each adviser brings to the department and to encourage his/her development in that area.  Nancy has found that when advisers are challenged and recognized for excellence, they, in turn, challenge and encourage their advisees toward excellence. She believes in team work and values each member’s opinion and contribution.  

Vicki Rostedt

Associate Professor

Business Technology

Vicki Rostedt holds a B.A. in Speech, a B.S. in Journalism and a M.B.A. in Marketing from Kent State University. She is currently taking graduate courses in the College of Education.  Mrs. Rostedt joined The University of Akron as an Assistant Professor of Social Science in 1994. She received a joint appointment in 1998 and became an Associate Professor in Social Science and Associate Professor in Marketing & Sales in what is now known as Summit College.  Vicki serves as the lead faculty for Marketing & Sales. She is also an active member and participant on the marketing committee for ACBSP (Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs). She currently serves as registrar for the OATYC (Ohio Association of Two Year Colleges)conference and is a member of Marketing Education Professionals (MarkED) which is a professional marketing organization for marketing and business educators .She has also served on the Portage County United Way allocation committee, and served as a volunteer mentor for Blessings Inc. a nonprofit organization providing mentoring and funding for unwed mothers, and the County Clothing Center (CCC) of Ravenna Ohio..  She has an avid interest in sports marketing and has provided her marketing expertise to OYSAN (Ohio Youth Soccer Association North), Pinnacle Sports, and The Cleveland Internationals W& PDL soccer leagues.  Mrs. Rostedt also serves as Faculty Advisor for FAPU (Fashion Professionals United.).

Neil Sapienza

Acting Director

School of Dance, Theatre, and Arts Administration

Neil Sapienza joined the full-time faculty of The University of Akron in 1987 as coordinator of the commercial photography program.  As a Professor of Art, Neil has coordinated the digital imaging program and has taught courses in professional business practices, digital imaging, time-based media, and multimedia development. Presently, Neil is serving in his sixth year as Interim Director of The School of Dance, Theatre, and Arts Administration, and has recently co-developed and co-taught a new course on the integration of dance and technology.  Neil received a BFA degree in Photography from Ohio University in 1973 and began his professional career in 1975 when he opened a full service commercial photography studio in New York City.  Neil continued to operate his freelance photography business until 1987 when he received a MS degree in Photography from Brooks Institute.  In 1991, Neil founded Media Works, an Akron based company providing digital video and multimedia production services and training.  Neil's professional clients include American Greetings, World Almanac Education, NASA, The Cleveland Museum of Art, Vita-Mix Corporation, and Sherwin Williams.  Since his early introduction to photography, Neil’s creative work has been founded in the documentary tradition.  Photo-essays include The Many Faces of China, and Vanishing Heartland-American Family Farms.  Neil was commissioned as the videographer for Evolving Traditions, a documentary on artists using new media that aired on PBS 45/59 in March 2002.  In 2003,Neil received an Ohio Arts Council grant to produce a collaborative video/installation/performance documentary entitled Living Memories: The History of the Akron Jewish Community. 
Robert C. Schwartz

Associate Professor, Counselor Education

Director, Clinic for Individual & Family Counseling

Robert C. Schwartz received his doctoral degree from the University of Florida’s Department of Counselor Education. He joined The University of Akron family in August 2000 after serving in the Department of Counseling at Idaho State University. In 2001 he was appointed as Director of the Clinic for Individual & Family Counseling. He currently also serves the Department of Counseling as Program Coordinator for the Community Counseling Master’s Program, and he is Faculty Advisor for the Chi Sigma Iota International Counseling Honor Society (among which The University of Akron Chapter won the 2007 International Outstanding Chapter Award, presented at the 2007 American Counseling Association World Conference). He has a passion for working with and enhancing the personal/professional qualities of future leaders in the counseling profession.  Robert has research and training interests in diagnosing mental disorders, particularly psychotic disorders. Consistent with the counseling profession’s philosophy, he presents on and writes about how to understand clients such as these from a holistic, wellness perspective. His dissertation was focused on the relationship between insight and both symptoms and treatment outcomes among clients with schizophrenia. In this regard, he has served on numerous journal editorial boards. Other professional interests include studying Eastern/Buddhist psychology and mental health. He is currently conducting research on differences in emotional intelligence and empathy among Eastern versus Western persons, a joint project with Assumption University in Bangkok Thailand. A pivotal point in his personal and professional life involved an extended trip to Nepal in 1998. This trip, a personal congratulatory gift for completion of his doctoral degree, evolved into a lifelong passion for Eastern cultures and cross-cultural psychology.  Robert continues to travel to Asian countries, learn about differences in worldviews and perceptions, and most importantly how to incorporate positive aspects of various cultures into teaching about and promoting Western mental health. 

Cynthia M. Summers

Manager, Student Recruiting and Community Relations

Wayne College Dean’s Office

Cindy Summers joined The University of Akron Wayne College in May of 2000. Her chief duties are marketing the college in various ways: traditional advertising in newspapers, radio, billboards, etc.; campus events for the community; publications and direct mail pieces; and community interaction. She also supervises the web editor.  Cindy is a native Wayne County girl, born in Dalton and living there until the middle of her freshman year in high school. She returned to the area in 1996, after spending time in various areas of North Carolina, including graduating from Western Carolina University with a bachelor’s degree in radio/tv with an English minor. Professionally Cindy has been a disc jockey, a blood donor recruiter and an executive secretary for an appraisal company.  Cindy and her husband, Brian, live in Orrville just two miles from campus. She has two grown step-children and a miniature Schnauzer named Zechariah. If you hear whimpering in the building, check Cindy's office, she has been known to sneak Zech in for a visit.  Cindy is a member of the Board of Main Street Orrville and vice-chair of Orrville's Design Review Board. She is a 2001 graduate of the Leadership Wooster program. She was previously a member of the steering committee for Leadership Wooster, on the Orrville Area United Way Board and has been active on the United Way Citizen Review Committee.

Dudley B. Turner

Interim Assistant Dean for Academics

College of Fine & Applied Arts 

Dr. Turner received his Ph.D. in Organizational Communication from Purdue University in 1988, his MA from The University of Akron in 1982, and a BA in Speech and Drama, Secondary Education from Asbury College, Wilmore, KY, in 1978.  He has been at The University of Akron since 1985.  Starting his education career teaching junior high and high school in 1978, he directed plays and musicals, coached the speech team, and advised the school newspaper as well as coaching girls’ basketball.  He has also taught in community colleges and business schools before his full time position at The University of Akron.  Research for Dr. Turner has focused on negotiation and conflict management, pedagogical approaches, and the use of technology in classrooms, and he has published and presented in state, regional, national and international venues.  He is completing a Distance Education Professional Development certificate from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Dr. Turner chaired the General Education Advisory Committee (GEAC) and was Director of the School of Communication for six years before moving to his present position.

