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Shawn Bixler

Coordinator, Reading and Study Skills

Summit College

Shawn Bixler has served as the Coordinator for Reading and Study Skills in the Department of Developmental Programs since 2003.  She joined the University of Akron in 1999 as a part-time instructor and was hired full time in 2001.  Shawn earned a B. A. in Education and Psychology from Malone College, as well as her teacher certification.  She launched her teaching career as an elementary/middle school teacher.  During those ten years she also taught summer school for migrant students, who were primarily African American and Hispanic.  She returned to Malone College to earn her master’s degree in Community Counseling and while in the process of pursing licensure as a clinical counselor, decided to specialize in career and rehabilitation counseling.  She applied her knowledge to assisting disabled veterans for the Veteran’s Administration.  Shawn continues to work with diverse populations as a coordinator in Developmental Programs.  In addition, she served on the First Year Experience Task Force as a dimension co-chair and is currently a member of the Diversity subcommittee.  

Bernadette Bollas Genetin

Associate Professor

School of Law
Bernadette Bollas Genetin is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of Akron.   She has been quite active in the Litigation Section of the Association of American Law Schools, having previously served as the Section’s Chair, Chair-Elect, and Secretary, and having previously organized the Section’s annual, national conference.  Currently, Bernadette serves on the Section’s Executive Committee.  Bernadette teaches court-related courses, Federal Jurisdiction and Procedure, Complex Litigation, and Civil Procedure.  Her scholarship focuses on related issues, concentrating on separation of powers issues arising from the intersection of Supreme Court procedural rules and congressional statutes.  In January 2008, Bernadette was appointed Chair of the law school’s Self-Study Committee in preparation for an accreditation review by the American Bar Association.  She also serves as an advisor to the school’s student-managed journal, the Akron Law Review, and annually leads a discussion regarding leadership skills for the school’s student leaders.  Bernadette earned a B.A. in Communications and Economics from the University of Notre Dame in 1982 and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  She earned a J.D. degree from The Ohio State University College of Law in 1988, where she also served as Editor in Chief of the Ohio State Law Journal.   Before entering private practice, Bernadette also clerked in the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in New York City.  Bernadette and her husband Don live in North Canton with their two children, Jimmy and Don, Jr.

Jessica Carmean

Manager of Strategic Initiatives for Finance & Administration

Jessica Carmean joined The University of Akron as the Manager of Strategic Initiatives for Finance & Administration in February 2006. She chairs/serves on cross-functional task forces to improve university policies and procedures and manages divisional projects. Previously, Jessica was a senior project analyst at Syracuse University in New York, where she managed its $6M PeopleSoft financials implementation project. Jessica began her career in Arlington, Virginia, as a consultant with PricewaterhouseCoopers, where she led teams in the completion of capital investment/business proposals. She was deemed a Performance Leader after her first year.  Jessica holds an MBA with a concentration in finance from The University of Akron and a Bachelor’s degree in policy studies and public relations from Syracuse University. She is trained in Six Sigma and LEAN and is the co-author of School Finance Trends in Syracuse, 1978-98.  Jessica is a strong believer in service learning and giving back to the community. She helped found a mentoring program for at-risk schoolchildren and has worked with public schools in Syracuse and Arlington, the United Way of Central New York, the Syracuse Area Music Awards, and the Notting Hill Housing Trust in London, England. She currently volunteers with the American Red Cross of Summit County.

Kevin Concannon

Associate Professor

School of Art      

Associate Professor of Art History at the Myers School of Art, The University of Akron, Kevin Concannon, received his PhD in Modern/Contemporary and African art history from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2000.  His scholarship focuses on art of the 1960s, particularly the work of Yoko Ono.  His exhibition, Agency: Art and Advertising, co-curated with John Noga (a graduate student in UA’s Arts Administration program), is currently on view at the McDonough Museum of Art in Youngstown, Ohio.  Another exhibition, also co-curated with Noga, YOKO ONO IMAGINE PEACE Featuring John & Yoko’s Year of Peace, is currently traveling as well, now on view at Bucknell University’s Samek Art Gallery, and opening on the 28th of October at the New Jersey City University Galleries.  The Ono exhibition was awarded “Outstanding Exhibition and Catalogue of Contemporary Materials” for 2008 by the Southeast College Art Conference (SECAC) at its meeting in New Orleans in September.  As with his 2006 exhibition, Mass Production: Artists’ Multiples and the Marketplace, the catalogue for Agency features entries by his students, who collaborate with him on various aspects of his exhibitions.  His article, “Yoko Ono’s Cut Piece: From Text to Performance and Back Again,” appears in the current issue of the journal PAJ, from MIT Press.

Bridgie Alexis Ford
Professor and Chair, Curricular and Instructional Studies

Director, Center for Urban and Higher Education

College of Education

Dr. Ford is a nationally recognized scholar, experienced teacher, proven leader, and respected colleague.  She has over 25 years of broad innovative institutional leadership and community experiences. These varied experiences include:  administrator of special education units in two university settings;  Executive Committee Member of the National Council for Exceptional  Children, an organization of more than 65, 000 professionals; first Editor of Multiple Voices for Ethnically Diverse Exceptional Learners, the refereed publication of The Council for Exceptional Children, Division for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Exceptional Learners (1995-2000); member of the Board of Governors, IDA B. WELLS, charter school (2004-2006),  member of the Policy Subcommittee-Girl Scouts of Western Reserve (2005-2007) and regional program planner for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, (Jackson, TN).  As a scholar and researcher, Dr. Ford has performed at high quality levels of productivity.  She has produced landmark works in the discipline of special education. For example, she co-edited the first Special Issue of Exceptional Children, a leading research journal—focusing on African American learners with exceptionalities. She is the author or coauthor of several works in special education and general education journals and books, and of state level in-service training materials.  On a personal note, Dr. Ford is a person of integrity.  She believes in hard work, learning, teaching, networking, and dedication. She believes in quality with a heart. She is a team player, but not at the expense of quality and equity. 

Kim Haverkamp

Manager of Educational Engagement

The University of Akron

Kim Haverkamp joined the office of the Senior Vice President and Provost and COO in March of 2008 as the Manager of Educational Engagement.  She works with the Associate Vice President of Strategic Initiatives and Engagement on the implementation of new initiatives and the cultivation of collaborations with members of the University and the surrounding community.  She serves on the Stan Hywet Symposium Planning Committee, Confucius Institute Planning Committee, Critical Language Consortium Committee, Service-Learning and Community Engagement Institute Planning Committee, Rethinking Race:  Black White, and Beyond Planning and Marketing Committee, and the Neighborhood Leadership Development Steering Committee.  She received an AAB and a BA in business and organizational communications/public relations from the University of Akron.  She began her professional career at the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics as the Manager of Marketing and Events.  She has organized numerous public programs throughout Ohio and in Washington, DC.  She also created a speaker series to provide students with career information and networking opportunities in the field of political science.   

Barbara Jenkins

Director of Outreach

College of Education

Barb Jenkins joined The University of Akron in August of 2007 as Director of Outreach for the College of Education. She received her degree in secondary education in the early 1970’s. Her first teaching job was at West Junior High in Maple Heights where she taught 9th grade English and Developmental Reading. From Maple Heights, she moved on to Copley Junior High where she taught 7th grade English for several years before choosing to stay home with her daughters.  In the early 1990’s, Barb came back to the university to get a master’s degree in English. After graduation she worked at Beacon Graphics where she was a publishing team leader working on math and science college textbooks. In 1994, Barb took a job at Cleveland State University with the Greater Cleveland Educational Development Center at Cleveland State where for the next nearly 15 years she was the Professional Development Coordinator. During her tenure there she was responsible for the planning, implementation and evaluation of staff development programs for administrators and teachers from 72 school districts in Lake, Geauga, Ashtabula, Lorain, and Cuyahoga counties. Barb administered the Ohio Department of Education’s State Institute for Reading Instruction (SIRI) $1,800,000 grant for five consecutive years. Barb was adjunct faculty in the College of Education teaching Secondary Language Arts Instruction. From 2001-2003, she was a President of the Staff Development Council of Ohio, an affiliate of the National Staff Development Council. Currently, she directs the staff of the Outreach Office as they deliver master’s degree programs to students at off-site locations in Summit, Stark, Medina and Wayne counties. 

Karin Jordan

Professor and Chair, Department of Counseling

College of Education

Karin Jordan joined The University of Akron as Chair and Professor in August, 2007. She previously was chair at a private university for 6 years. Prior to that, she was a faculty member at two urban public universities. In her first appointment, she was concurrently Clinic Director and Practicum & Internship Coordinator, as well as a faculty member for seven years. She enjoys being a marriage and family therapist and has consistently kept a small client load since leaving her private practice and taking her first position in higher education.  She has developed a strong interest in traumatology, specifically mass disasters, and has served for 7 years with an international relief organization, responding to national and international human- generated and natural disasters.  She has published three books and over 50 refereed articles and chapters, and has received multiple awards, including the Oregon Counseling Association Humanitarian Award and the Bronze Service Award from President Bush. She has taught graduate courses in Moscow, Russia several times and has also presented workshops and seminars in Russia, Sri Lanka, Turkey and, on an annual basis in Germany.

William S. Jordan, III

Associate Dean and Professor of Law

School of Law

Bill Jordan began his career in 1974 at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in Washington, D.C. In 1978, he joined a public interest law firm, representing primarily opponents of nuclear power, and also representing the Sierra Club and other groups and individuals in various environmental disputes.  While in Washington, Bill was active in the Sierra Club and the Capitol Hill Restoration Society. He was instrumental in organizing three national conferences on urban design and was a founding member of Friends of Rock Creek’s Environment (FORCE).  At the law school, Bill has taught administrative law, environmental law, property, evidence, and a wetlands regulation seminar. He has published extensively in administrative law. He is active in the Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Process of the American Bar Association, co-chairing the Judicial Review Committee, serving as an elected member of the governing Council, and writing a feature for the Section’s quarterly Administrative and Regulatory Law News.  In 1986, Bill was elected to the Dean Search Committee. Since then, he has served as Chair of the Self-Study Committee and of the Dean Search Committee in the mid-1990s and Chair of the Faculty Appointments Committee for most of this decade. He is the first and only elected Chair of the Retention, Tenure, and Promotion Committee beginning in 2002. Bill served as a member of the Ministerial Search Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Akron . He also served for ten years as a Den Leader and Cubmaster of Cub Scout Pack 3075 and Scoutmaster of Troop 75 of the Boy Scouts of America. He is married and the father of two sons.

Charles Kelades

Director of Nursing Outreach and Workforce Development

College of Nursing

Mr. Charles Kelades RN, MSN, CCM was born and raised in Campbell, Ohio.  He holds A.A.S. and B.S.N. degrees from Youngstown State University and a M.S.N. from The University of Akron with a nursing service administration focus.  Mr. Kelades is also a certified case manager.  Mr. Kelades joined The University of Akron College of Nursing as Outreach Program Coordinator for Lorain County Community College (LCCC) in June 2001.  The major responsibilities of this position included teaching, advising, recruiting, and daily operations.  During his tenure in that position, enrollment in the RN advancement program at LCCC increased 400%.  Prior to joining The University of Akron, Mr. Kelades held various nursing leadership and management positions at The Cleveland Clinic Health System, Aetna Insurance Company(national accounts), and St. Elizabeth Health Center.  Spring 2008 brought a change in title with additional leadership responsibilities at The University of Akron.  As Director of Nursing Outreach and Workforce Development, Mr. Kelades’ responsibilities include implementing nursing programs at Wayne College and at The Medina County University Center, recruiting for the career advancement and graduate programs, developing and managing articulation agreements with institutions of higher learning, and cultivating workforce initiatives and community outreach.  Mr. Kelades recently developed the Men in Nursing Group at The University of Akron as an avenue of support for the males in nursing and as an educational endeavor for the community regarding health issues and males in the nursing profession.  Mr. Kelades participates in a variety of personal and professional organizations.   

Charlene Kemp-Queener

Assistant Director, Undergraduate Programs in Business

College of Business Administration

Charlene Kemp-Queener earned her B.A. degree in Communications with a minor in Sociology from The College of Wooster, and holds a M.S. Degree in Education with an emphasis in Social Agency Counseling from The University of Dayton.  Charlene began her professional career in Admissions working at Columbus State Community College and at The Ohio State University recruiting for the Freshman Foundation Program. She has worked in Student Affairs areas at Bowling Green State University as Director of Minority Student Activities, Youngstown State University as Associate Director of Multicultural Student Services and The University of Virginia Darden School Of Business as a Career Counselor.  She relocated back to the state of Ohio and The University of Akron in 1996.  She has worked in the Office of Multicultural Development and The College of Business Administration. She did spend a short period of time at The Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy, however, was drawn back to serve in her current position as Assistant Director of Undergraduate Programs in Business.  Charlene has conducted numerous diversity and career planning workshops; served as a motivational speaker, served on several non-profit boards, search committees, and the honor’s scholarship committee.  Charlene and her husband, John E. Queener, Ph.D. (Associate Professor in the College of Education), live in Fairlawn, Ohio.  They have four children, Malik , Aisha, and twins Jelani and Jabari.  

Del Rey Loven

Professor and Director

Myers School of Art

BFA: Minneapolis College of Art and Design

MFA: Maryland Institute College of Art, Hoffberger School of Painting Del Rey Loven's paintings have been exhibited in numerous American venues, including the Baltimore Museum of Art, the Butler Institute of American Art, the Cornell Museum (FL), the Minnesota Museum of Art, and the Louis Meisel Gallery, New York City. His work as an educator has been driven by the question, "What will be the role of the creative person in twenty-first century society?", and guided by the conviction that every creative gift deserves a place of honor and service in our world. In addition to teaching traditional fine arts, he has researched and developed academic programs in Visual Communications, Architecture and Interior Design. At Judson University, Loven led the development of the third nationally accredited (NAAB) professional architecture school in Chicago area history, taking it from a concept on paper with no faculty, no students, no curriculum, no building, and no money, to a complete program through the master of architecture degree in the shortest time historically possible of seven years (1997-2004). The Bauhaus model of integrating academic studies in Art, Architecture, Craft, Design and Industry has been a longtime inspiration. Loven has continued his education through Professional Development coursework at Harvard University, Graduate School of Design.

Cindy Mako Robinson

Interim Co-Director 

Center for Career Management 

Cindy Mako Robinson is currently serving as the Interim Co-Director for the Center for Career Management at The University to Akron.  The Center is a comprehensive career services office comprised of seven professional staff, five support staff, five career assistants and a number of students and interns. As Co-Director she is specifically responsible for the day-to-day operations of the employer development and cooperative/education and internship functions.  Cindy is currently pursuing a PhD in Curriculum and Instruction and holds a M.S. in Higher Education Administration and a B.S. in Business Administration from The University of Akron. Prior to joining the University she worked in the banking industry for six years. Upon leaving the corporate world, she pursued a master’s degree in education full-time, and worked as a graduate assistant in the office of New Student Orientation.  Cindy has been in higher education for 12 years. In addition to her position in Career Services she has also worked in Academic Advising, New Student Orientation and student activities for the College of Business Administration. She has also taught Student Success Seminar’s and numerous career planning courses at The University of Akron.  Cindy has been involved in several professional organizations, which include: Ohio Association of College Personnel, ACPA: College Student Educators International; Cooperative Education and Internship Association, Ohio Cooperative Education and Internship Association and the National Association of College and Employers. Most recently Cindy served as a member of the 2006 FYE Task Force Roles & Purposes subcommittee and has been elected to the UA Contract Professionals Advisory Committee.

Timothy McCarragher

Associate Professor and Director 

School of Social Work

Timothy McCarragher, Ph.D., LISW, is an Associate Professor, Director of the School of Social Work, and Director of the Joint Master of Social Work Program with The University of Akron and Cleveland State University. He has taught 12 different courses in the Social of Social Work, primarily in research and diversity issues.  Tim has a Ph.D. in Social Welfare from Case Western Reserve University, and a Master of Social Work degree from Cleveland State University.  He also has a graduate degree in theology and a post-graduate pontifical licentiate in spiritual theology from the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana in Rome, Italy.  Tim’s research interests focus on child welfare, diversity, and social work education. He has presented his research at the International Conference on Social Work with Groups, the National Staff Development and Training Association, the National Human Services Training Evaluation Symposium, and the Western Social Sciences Association.  His work has been published in Social Work Education: The International Journal, Protecting Children, Child and Youth Services Review, and the Proceedings of the 7th Annual National Human Services Training Evaluation Symposium.  Tim currently serves as President of the Board of the Akron Pride Center, where he does evaluation, program development, grant writing, and continuing education. Prior to teaching, Tim worked in the field of HIV/AIDS as a therapist, case manager, and clinical coordinator.  

Durand Pope

Associate Professor

Arts Administration

Durand Pope holds an A.B. in English Literature from Brown University, and an M.A. in Theatre from Case Western Reserve University.  From 1975 through 1987 he served as Administrative Director of the Department of Theatre and Drama at Indiana University (Bloomington), with responsibilities for the operation of the academic unit, two theatres on the IU Bloomington campus, and the Brown County Playhouse.  At IU he also taught a variety of acting courses, directed plays, and developed the Theatre Management course for the M.B.A. in Arts Administration.  In 1987 he was appointed General Manager of Indianapolis Opera, and was promoted to General Director in 1991.  Returning to Ohio in 1993, he became Director of Development for Ohio Ballet.  In 1995 became coordinator of the graduate program in Arts Administration at The University of Akron.  Mr. Pope has participated with the National Association of State Arts Agencies and Carnegie Mellon University researching the use of technology in the arts, analyzing data and authoring the final report of that six state study.  He serves on the board of the Association of Arts Administration Educators and chaired the initiative to develop national standards for graduate programs in Arts Administration.   He also served as a member of an Ohio Arts Commission cultural exchange initiative with Cuba.  As well as consulting work in the field of arts administration, he also has directed over thirty theatrical and opera productions.

John Savery

Director

Learning Technologies and Scholar Learner Services

John R. Savery has been working as an instructional designer and developer since completing a Masters at the University of Calgary in 1986. After several years gaining experience in the design and development of interactive video and instructional simulations in both academic and corporate settings, he attended Indiana University (Bloomington) completing a Ph.D. in Instructional Systems Technology in 1996. He accepted a staff position with the Academic Technology Development group at DePaul University leading faculty development institutes while teaching undergraduate courses in Computer Science and graduate courses in the School of Education. After four years at DePaul John accepted a faculty position in the Department of Educational Foundations and Leadership in the College of Education at The University of Akron where he taught graduate courses in instructional design, emerging technologies, integration of technology and strategies for on-line teaching. After receiving tenure and promotion to Associate Professor in 2006 John accepted the position of Director of the Department of Learning Technologies and Scholar Learner Services within the Information Technology Services division at the University.  As director he provides leadership and vision to support faculty in the design of effective, technology-enriched, online and hybrid learning environments, the integration of problem-based/inquiry-based learning strategies, and strategies to foster the development of student ownership for learning. 

Garth D. Schoffman

Director of Instruction and Program Development

Wayne College

Garth D. Schoffman was born and raised in north Akron, Ohio. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Athletic Training and continued on for his Master’s Degree of Science in Exercise Physiology-Adult Fitness both from The University of Akron.  Garth was recommended as an adjunct instructor in Sport Science and Wellness Education. There he earned administrative experience, and was exposed to diverse leadership styles. Garth was provided opportunities to participate in many faculty activities at the department, college, and campus levels. Additional opportunities to hone his skills in grant writing, research, and supervision of graduate assistants were provided by seasoned faculty before he moved on to The University of Akron Wayne College Campus.  He presented the valedictorian speech for his graduating class from Hospital Corps School in Great Lakes, Illinois. Garth served eight years in the United States Naval Reserve where he supported the missions of hospital and United States Marine Corps units rising to Hospital Corpsman Second Class.  Garth is the Assistant Director of the Tri-County Senior Olympics, which is supported by the university’s Institute of Lifespan Development and Gerontology. He is also a member of the board of directors of the Ohio State Senior Olympics in Columbus. He volunteers with the Red Cross as an instructor and participates in the annual Wayne-Holmes Counties Heart Walk as part of The University of Akron Wayne College team. Garth is a charter member of the Orrville Lion’s Club.  Garth D. Schoffman is an alumnus of Leadership Wooster and is greatly enjoying the activities with The University of Akron’s Academic Leadership Forum. 

Chris Tankersley

Director

New Student Orientation

Chris Tankersley joined The University of Akron as Director of New Student Orientation in August 2007. Prior to joining the university, Chris served as Coordinator of First-Year Experience Programs at The Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio and as a Program Advisor at American University in Washington, D.C. An Ohio native, Chris earned his B.S. in Business Administration and his M.A. in Higher Education Administration from The University of Akron in 2002 and 2004 respectively.  As Director of New Student Orientation, Chris collaborates with colleagues in University College and throughout campus to coordinate comprehensive New Student Orientation programs that enable new students to "Get Connected" to everything that they need for a successful First-Year Experience at The University of Akron. Chris is also responsible for coordinating the University College Common Reading Program, Akron Traditions – New Student Convocation, Week of Welcome and the Welcome Team program, and the campus-wide Student Appreciation Day. 

Stephanie J. Woods

Professor

College of Nursing

Stephanie Woods, PhD, RN is currently a Professor in the College of Nursing at The University of Akron. She has built a program of research focused on explaining the complicated relationships between physiologic and psychosocial responses to intimate partner violence for women. Her current research examines the trajectory of change and relationships among and between intimate partner violence, childhood maltreatment and lifetime trauma, resilience, sleep, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms on both physiological (stress and immune systems) and physical health outcomes in battered women over a 24-month period. The project builds on inter- and intra-disciplinary collaborative relationships, both locally and nationally, that were developed during previous research. This work adds to the growing body of knowledge on the effects of trauma and violence. It also provides the foundation for the next generation of studies aimed at testing the efficacy of complementary and alternatives therapies in easing long-term suffering and healing the mind, body and spirit of persons who have experienced trauma and violence. 

Sheldon B. Wrice
Chair Department of Associate Studies

Professor Technical Writing and Composition

Summit College
Sheldon Wrice is currently Chair of the Department of Associate Studies and Professor of Technical Writing and Composition at The University of Akron’s Summit College.  Prior to being elected Chair, he taught Composition, Technical Writing, Diversity, and The Black Experience.  He has also served as an adjunct graduate faculty member in the School of Library and Information Science at Kent State University.  Dr. Wrice received his Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration from The University of Akron in May, 1995.  He also holds an M.S. in Technical Education, an M.A. in Multicultural Education, a Master of Library Science degree, and a B.A. in English.  Sheldon has been most active in many professional organizations.  More specifically he is a member of The National Council of Teachers of English, The Two-Year English Association, Phi Delta Kappa, Pi Lambda Theta, American Library Association and Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc.  He has presented at over fifty regional and national conferences within his disciplines.  Sheldon is a proud graduate of The University of Akron, Georgia State University, Clark-Atlanta University, and South Carolina State University.

