
     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For growing businesses, strong partnerships with the right resources can be 
the difference between success and failure. At The University of Akron, we 
also believe that strong partnerships can ensure the success of our city, our 
institutions and our future. This is just one reason we are proud to partner 
with the Greater Akron Chamber to bring entrepreneurs, innovators and small 
business owners this updated Resource Guide for wealth creation in Northeast 
Ohio. 
 
We hope this comprehensive Guide will help you create strong and lasting 
partnerships that support your ideas and grow your business. In addition to a 
vast array of area economic development associations, chambers of 
commerce, financial support networks and research collaborators, this Guide 
features a listing of resources from Northeast Ohio universities that can help 
your business on the path to success.  
 
The University of Akron, through strategic partnerships, collaborates with industry to support the 
commercialization of new technologies that can lead to new industries in Northeast Ohio. The University 
of Akron Research Foundation (UARF) facilitates the improvement of entrepreneurship, innovation, 
research, technology transfer and new venture development by acting as an independent liaison between 
the University and the business community.  
 
In our quest for partners who support innovative approaches to education, world class research, and 
economic development, we also have formed a bond with the Akron Regional CHange Angel 
(ARCHAngel) Network, which helps to create connections between early-stage technology-driven 
businesses and their most logical partners. 
 
Look for updates to this Guide at www.uakron.edu/research. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Newkome, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Research & Dean of the Graduate School 
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The Greater Akron Chamber is pleased to partner with The University of 
Akron to bring you this updated Resource Guide.  The Greater Akron Region 
has tremendous resources to help you grow your business. 
 
For nearly a century, the Greater Akron Chamber has been an integral part of 
what makes our community a great place to live, work, and play. 
 
Every strategy, program, and service we offer is created specifically to 
provide a positive year-end dividend, and we are 100 percent focused on 
results that directly benefit our members and community. 
 
The Chamber serves as the primary advocate for Greater Akron’s business 
community and also collaborates with several key partners – public and 
private entities, educational institutions, regional economic development organizations, and the 
community at-large – to ensure the sustainable economic vitality of the region. 
 
These partnerships, along with the visionary civic leadership of our Board of Directors, help to ensure that 
the Greater Akron Region becomes more competitive in creating, attracting, and retaining businesses.  We 
all agree that through economic development strategies that invest in innovation-based companies, we 
will outperform our competitors in job and wealth creation. 
 
This region has always had all the resources necessary for long-term prosperity – strong leadership, a can-
do spirit, a pro-business climate, great educational institutions, top-flight high-tech manufacturing and 
transportation centers, attractive real estate markets, state-of-the art medical centers, world-class airports, 
and much, much more. 
 
We hope you find this Guide useful and welcome your questions at (330) 376-5550. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Daniel C. Colantone 
President & CEO 
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The University of Akron 
 

Luis Proenza, Ph.D., President 
 

302 Buchtel Common 
Akron, Ohio 44325 
 

Phone: 330-972-7074 
Website: www.uakron.edu 
 

The University of Akron is the public research 
university for Northern Ohio. It is the only public 
university in Ohio with a science and engineering 
program ranked in the top five nationally by U.S. 
News & World Report. Serving 24,000 students, the 
university offers approximately 300 associate, 
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral and law degree 
programs and 100 certificate programs at sites in 
Summit, Wayne, Medina and Holmes counties. For 
more information, visit www.uakron.edu. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Office of the Vice President for Research 
 

 

George Newkome, Ph.D., Vice President for 
Research & Dean of Graduate School 
 

Goodyear Polymer Center, Room 530 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4717 
 

Phone: 330-972-6458 
Fax: 330-972-2413 
Website: www.uakron.edu/research 
Email: newkome@uakron.edu 
 

The Office of the Vice President for Research is at 
the core of economic development at The 
University of Akron. Through the offices of 
Research Services and Sponsored Programs and 
Technology Transfer, as well as the University of 
Akron Research Foundation, coordination of 
university-industry relationships, economic 

development issues and opportunities for 
University-wide basic and applied research occurs. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Office of Research Services and Sponsored  
Programs 
 

 

Kathryn Watkins-Wendell, Director 
 

Polsky Building, Room 284 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-2102 
 

Phone: 330-972-7666 
Fax: 330-972-6281 
Website: www.uakron.edu/orssp/ 
Email: kwatkin@uakron.edu 
 

The Office of Research Services and Sponsored 
Programs facilitates faculty research by identifying 
funding sources, assisting in proposal development, 
reviewing and endorsing proposals, negotiating 
agreements, accepting and appropriating awards, 
interpreting guidelines and promoting compliance 
with agency and University of Akron policies. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Office of Technology Transfer 
 

Kenneth Preston, J.D., P.E., Director 
 

Goodyear Polymer Center, Suite 312 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-2102 
 

Phone: 330-972-7840 
Fax: 330-972-2368 
Website: www.uakron.edu/research/tt/ 
Email: kpreston@uakron.edu 
 

The Office of Technology Transfer serves as a point 
of contact for business, promoting outreach and 
economic development in the Akron area. The 
technology transfer staff coordinates invention 
disclosures, reviews inventions for marketability, 
applies for and maintains patents, provides for 
commercialization through local businesses, assists 
startup companies and arranges for the licensing of 
University technology and inventions to 
independent businesses.  
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Greater Akron Chamber 
 

Daniel C. Colantone, President and CEO 
 

One Cascade Plaza, 17th Floor 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1192 
Phone:  330-376-5550 (toll free 800-621-8001) 
Fax:  330-379-3164 
Website:  http://www.greaterakronchamber.org 
Email:  info@greaterakronchamber.org 
 

The Greater Akron Chamber is a regional chamber 
of commerce and economic development 
organization serving the Northeast Ohio counties of 
Medina, Portage, and Summit. We represent a 
membership of diverse businesses ranging from 
global manufacturers to small machine shops and 
professionals to non-profit organizations and 
educational institutions. 
 

The Greater Akron Chamber works to promote and 
facilitate economic and business growth and 
prosperity to benefit the people and businesses of 
the region.  We provide business services, 
information, and advocacy, as detailed below. 
 

Economic Development 
The Greater Akron Chamber provides details on 
economic opportunities in the Northeast Ohio 
counties of Medina, Portage, and Summit (Akron, 
OH PMSA) and assistance for new and expanding 
industry. The Chamber’s economic development 
services include: complete orientation to the Greater 
Akron Region; site and building identification 
through our exclusive commercial real estate 
database; comprehensive statistical data and 
information covering all aspects of the tri-county 
region; expert resources; liaison to local and state 
government contacts; access to regional business 
leadership and recently relocated executives; fixed-
asset financing programs through Industrial 
Revenue Bond financing and Ohio Enterprise Bond 
financing; and personal support throughout the 
entire relocation or expansion process. 

Entrepreneurship 
As part of our Entrepreneurship strategy, the 
Greater Akron Chamber is taking an active role in 
promoting innovation, technology development and 
commercialization, and new business formation, 
along with new venture opportunities that facilitate 
entrepreneurship leading to new investment within 
the region. 
 

Workforce Development 
The Greater Akron Chamber leads and coordinates 
activities to provide an educated and skilled labor 
force in order to be globally competitive and to 
provide quality employment opportunities. 
 

Government Affairs 
The changing face of business today demands 
strong advocacy for business interests throughout 
the federal, state, and local government 
communities. The Greater Akron Chamber is 
meeting this challenge with renewed focus in our 
government relations initiatives and is working for 
businesses throughout the region in expanding their 
presence at all levels of government to ensure 
continued growth in the global market. 
 

Research & Communications 
The Greater Akron Chamber is the region’s primary 
source for the information and current data to help 
you make sound business decisions. The Chamber 
maintains a web site and a business library and 
publishes and supplies the following information:  
business reports; marketing and census data; the 
Chamber’s newsletter; employment data; annual 
wage and benefit survey; largest employers 
directory; manufacturers directory; annual industrial 
expansion report; community profiles; retail, 
wholesale, and service trade statistics; cost-of-living 
index; Akron area business patterns; metalworking 
directory; business relocation information; 
economic indicators; and workforce statistics. 
 

Business Services 
The Greater Akron Chamber offers a cost-effective 
means of providing membership benefits  
and services that give our members an operational 
and financial competitive advantage. 
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UNIVERSITY OF AKRON PARTNERS 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

University of Akron Research Foundation 
 

Luis Proenza, Ph.D., Chairman of the Board 
George Newkome, Ph.D., President 
 

Goodyear Polymer Center, Room 312 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-2103 
 
Phone: 330-972-8054 
Fax: 330-972-2368 
Website: www.uakron.edu/research/uarf/ 
Email: uarf@uakron.edu 
 

The University of Akron Research Foundation 
promotes, encourages and provides assistance to the 
research activities of University of Akron faculty, 
staff and students. The non-profit foundation 
provides a bridge between industry and the 
University, facilitating the transfer of inventions, 
discoveries, processes and work products developed 
at the University to private industry. UARF also 
provides intellectual property, commercialization 
and enterprise creation support to faculty, staff,  
students and Akron-based small businesses. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron Innovation Campus 
 

John Myers, Executive-in-Residence 
 
411 & 441 Wolf Ledges Pkwy. 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-972-2144 
Email: jmyers2@uakron.edu 
 

The Akron Innovation Campus at 411 and 441 Wolf 
Ledges is part of the outreach and emerging 
enterprise support efforts of the University of Akron 
Research Foundation. The adjacent buildings fill a 
long-standing need for office space close to the 
University’s main campus for UA spin-off 
technology companies, industry research partners 
and other innovative and community supporting 
enterprises. The Innovation Campus is home to 
University Innovation Ventures. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron Regional CHange Angels (ARCHAngels) 
 

Gordon Schorr and Barry Rosenbaum, Founding 
Members 
 

411 Wolf Ledges Pkwy. 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-972-8306, 330-972-8821 
Website: www.akronarchangels.com 
Email: schorr@uakron.edu, barry@uakron.edu 
 

The ARCHAngel (Akron Regional CHange Angel) 
Network is a regional forum for introducing 
investors to market-driven, technology-based 
investment opportunities in Northeast Ohio. The 
Network, made possible through the sponsorship of 
the University of Akron Research Foundation, 
brings together promising technology companies 
and Angel investors with a particular focus on 
businesses that leverage the region’s strengths in 
health care, information technologies, polymers and 
other advanced materials.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

University Innovation Ventures 
 

Gordon Schorr, President 
 

Akron Innovation Campus 
411 Wolf Ledges Pkwy. 
Akron, Ohio 44325 
 

Phone: 330-972-8306 
Email: schorr@uakron.edu 
 

University Innovation Ventures develops and 
commercializes non-core private sector intellectual 
property to create successful businesses in the 
Akron area. As a for-profit company, UIV is based 
on the premise that valuable technologies already 
exist in diverse industry segments and that 
internally-focused research organizations may not 
fully evaluate or utilize all applications for this 
technology. UIV develops these spin-in 
technologies in collaboration with other private 
sector partners. 
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UNIVERSITY OF AKRON CENTERS & 
INSTITUTES 
 
Akron Global Polymer Academy 
 

R. Kent Marsden, Director 
 

College of Polymer Science & Polymer 
Engineering 
Polymer Engineering Academic Center, Room 424 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3909 
 

Phone: 330-972-2725 
Fax: 330-972-2624 
Website: www.agpa.uakron.edu 
Email: agpa@uakron.edu 
 

As a world leader in polymer research and 
education, The University of Akron’s College of 
Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering uses 
distance learning to support K-12 science 
instruction, global research collaboration, internet 
instrument sharing, virtual laboratories, graduate 
education and workforce development. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron Polymer Training Center 
 

Tayba Tahir, Ph.D., Director 
 
College of Polymer Science & Polymer 
Engineering 
225 E. Mill St. 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-5404 
 

Phone: 330-972-8661 
Fax: 330-374-8789 
Website: www.uakron.edu/aptc/ 
Email: tahir@uakron.edu 
 

The University of Akron’s 18,500-square-foot 
Akron Polymer Training Center is a teaching 
facility that serves the region’s academic and 
industrial needs by offering a wide variety of non-
credit plastics and rubber training courses. APTC 
programs are designed to enhance on-the-job 
effectiveness for all professionals working in the 
polymer field. The center’s reliable and dedicated 

staff works with each company to develop a 
training strategy guaranteed to produce results.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Applied Polymer Research Center 
 

Robert Seiple, M.S., Manager 
 
College of Polymer Science & Polymer 
Engineering 
Goodyear Polymer Center, Room 124 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3909 
 

Phone: 330-972-7329 
Fax: 330-972-5121 
Website: www.uakron.edu/cpspe/applied/ 
Email: rseiple@uakron.edu 
 

Operating under the Institute of Polymer Science, 
the Applied Polymer Research Center’s  full-time 
professional staff provides timely and reliable 
contractual technical services to thousands of 
industrial and government clients. The APRC offers 
companies of all sizes access to top researchers, 
knowledge bases and advanced equipment. Key 
areas of technical service include polymer 
characterization, additive identification, defect 
analysis, thermal analysis, dynamic mechanical 
thermal analysis, electron microscopy, 
chromatography and spectroscopy. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Collaboration and Inquiry 
 

Francis Broadway, Ph.D., and Annabelle Foos, 
Ph.D., Directors 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences and College of 
Education 
Leigh Hall, Room 407 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-6237 
 

Phone: 330-972-2704 
Fax: 330-972-5209 
Website: www.uakron.edu/cci/ 
Email: fsb@uakron.edu, afoos@uakron.edu 
 

 



  11  

 

The Center for Collaboration and Inquiry promotes 
the practice, research and dissemination of inquiry-
based teaching and learning. The center supplies the 
resources and assistance necessary for P-16 teachers 
to create effective learning environments and 
fosters collaborative research efforts between 
experts of both content and educational methods. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Conflict Management 
 

Bill Lyons, Jr., Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Olin Hall, Room 202 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1904 
 

Phone: 330-972-5855 
Fax: 330-972-8841 
Website: www.uakron.edu/centers/conflict/  
Email: wtlyons@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Conflict Management's goal is to 
provide academically rigorous and practically 
grounded analysis of the nature of conflict, training 
students in skills they can use to better prevent, 
resolve or reduce the harms associated with 
conflicts—from interpersonal to international. In 
addition to a variety of certificates programs, the 
center also offers workshops for students, teachers 
and area business leaders. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Environmental Studies 
 

Ira D. Sasowsky, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Crouse Hall, Room 215 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4102 
 

Phone: 330-972-5389 
Fax: 330-972-7611 
Website: www.uakron.edu/envstudies/ 
Email: ids@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Environmental Studies provides 
opportunities for scientists, educators, students and 
special interest groups to work together to improve 

the environment by sponsoring activities 
appropriate to attaining a quality environment for 
mankind. The center coordinates special forums, 
workshops and seminars addressing major issues, 
including the National Energy Forum, the World 
Food Forum and Evaluation of Environmental Data. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Family Studies 
 

Richard Glotzer, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Fine & Applied Arts 
Schrank Hall South, Room 210F 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-6103 
 

Phone: 330-972-7879 
Fax: 330-972-5277 
Website: www.uakron.edu/faa/schools/family/ 
Email: glotzer@uakron.edu 
 

Established in 1979, the Center for Family Studies 
serves The University of Akron and the community 
by fostering collaboration on curriculum 
development, educational events, research, training 
and public policy relevant to family issues. The 
center encourages participation of faculty and 
students from the University’s colleges, as well as 
leaders from area schools, hospitals, courts, 
churches and mental health and social agencies. The 
center encourages research grants and external 
funding for projects.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Gerontological Health Nursing and 
Advocacy 
 

Susan Klein, DNSc, RN, Director 
 

College of Nursing 
Polsky Building, Room 543 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1915 
 

Phone: 330-972-7371 
Website: www.uakron.edu/gerontology/ 
Email: sklein@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Gerontological Health Nursing and 
Advocacy has a threefold focus of nursing 
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education, research and service to improve 
healthcare and quality of life for elders. Activities 
of the center include interdisciplinary research 
within the University of Akron and the health care 
community, best practices development for care of 
older adults in institutional and community settings, 
and education initiatives to prepare health care 
professionals in the delivery of elder care. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Information Technology and e-
Business 
 

B. S. Vijayaraman, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Business Administration, Room 408 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4801 
 

Phone: 330-972-8224 
Fax: 330-972-6588 
Website: cite.uakron.edu 
Email: vj@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Information Technologies & 
eBusiness (CITe) was created in 2000 to promote 
the principles and practices of the related disciplines 
of information technology and electronic business. 
The center’s mission is to identify and promote best 
practices in the design, development and application 
of information technology in organizations. The 
center’s activities include curriculum development 
and refinement, fostering the exchange and 
dissemination of knowledge in Northeast Ohio, 
grant development, the creation of local expertise, 
and the establishment of mentoring connections 
between students, academia and industry. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Intellectual Property Law and  
Technology 
 

Jeffrey Samuels, J.D., Director 
 

School of Law, Room 231 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-2901 
 

Phone: 330-972-7988 
Fax: 330-258-2343 

Website: www.uakron.edu/law/ip/ 
Email: samuels@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Intellectual Property Law and 
Technology coordinates the School of Law's 
intellectual property curriculum and administers a 
certificate program and the state's first Intellectual 
Property Law Master of Laws program. The center 
also sponsors an annual intellectual property law 
symposium and lectures and works with local and 
state entities on issues relating to the 
commercialization, transfer and protection of high 
tech products and services. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Literacy 
 

Evangeline Newton, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Education 
Zook Hall, Room 1 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4205 
 

Phone: 330-972-8494 
Fax: 330-972-5209 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/educ/Lit/
index.php 
Email: enewton@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Literacy furthers the mission of the 
University of Akron and its College of Education 
through programs that support development of 
expertise and dissemination of knowledge about 
language learning. The center supports research and 
scholarship, service projects and literacy 
development, which is broadly defined as the basic 
communication and calculation skills necessary for 
existence in modern society. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Nursing 
 

Annette Mitzel, MSN, RN, CNS, Interim Director 
 

College of Nursing 
Mary Gladwin Hall, Room 116 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3703 
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Phone: 330-972-6968 
Fax: 330-972-5883 
Website: www.uakron.edu/nursing/ 
Email: amitzel@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Nursing, which serves as an 
education and practice center for College of 
Nursing faculty and students, is among the first 
academic nurse-managed centers in the United 
States. The center does demonstration and research 
projects for state agencies, as well as, community 
outreach through its three satellite clinics. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Organizational Development 
 

Andrew Thomas, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Business Administration, Room 205 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4805 
 

Phone: 330-972-8228 
Fax: 330-972-5562 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/cba/institutes/
orgdevelopment/ 
Email: art@uakron.edu 
 

The mission of the Center for Organizational 
Development is to provide training and 
management development to meet the needs of 
community members and area businesses. In 
addition to offering consulting services, the center 
custom designs and delivers dedicated supervisory 
and management development seminars and 
programs tailored to each company’s industry and 
needs. For firms of all sizes, COD also offers 
market research, assessment and feasibility services. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Organizational Research 
 

Dennis Doverspike, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Arts & Sciences Building, Room 329A 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4301 
 

Phone: 330-972-2302 
Fax: 330-972-5174 

Website: www.uakron.edu/cor/ 
Email: cor@uakron.edu 
 

Managed by The University of Akron’s acclaimed 
Industrial/Organizational Psychology Department, 
the Center for Organizational Research provides 
top-quality consultation and research-based 
interventions to the business community, as well as, 
public and not-for-profit organizations. The COR 
can offer an approach tailored to each client’s needs 
because of its small client base and research 
orientation. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Policy Studies 
 

Karl Kaltenthaler, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Arts & Sciences Building, Room 285 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1911 
 

Phone: 330-972-6141 
Fax: 330-972-8675 
Website: www.uakron.edu/centers/cps/ 
Email: kck@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Policy Studies is a multidisciplinary 
group of faculty and staff who specialize in studies 
of public opinion and public policy. Center 
researchers seek to understand the nature and 
sources of mass attitudes toward policy issues, as 
well as the causes and consequences of policy 
decisions. The center also offers its expertise to the 
public for those who wish to commission studies of 
public opinion or policy issues relevant to the 
research specialties of the fellows of the center. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Public Service Research and Training 
 

Peter Leahy, Ph.D., Director 
 

Institute for Health & Social Policy 
Polsky Building, Room 534 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325 
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Phone: 330-972-6871 
Website: www.uakron.edu/centers/ihsp/ 
Email: leahy@uakron.edu 
 

The Center for Public Service Research and 
Training’s mission is to assist the local and regional 
community in policy analysis and evaluation, 
applied research, professional service, and the 
resolution of social, economic and public 
management problems. Offering its services to 
human service agencies and community 
organizations, the center has particular expertise in 
program evaluation and improvement strategies, 
strategic management, community needs 
assessment, community planning and the design of 
research projects.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Statistical Consulting 
 

Chand Midha, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Arts & Sciences Building, Room 118 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1913 
 

Phone: 330-972-8011 
Fax: 330-972-2028 
Website: www.uakron.edu/stat/consulting.html 
Email: mary2@uakron.edu 
 

The mission of the Center for Statistical Consulting 
is to provide the University of Akron community at 
large with professional assistance in the design and 
analysis of statistical problems. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Urban and Higher Education 
 

Bridgie Alexis Ford, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Education 
Zook Hall, Room 423 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4208 
 

Phone: 330-972-8183 
Email: alexis2@uakron.edu 
 

 

The Center for Urban and Higher Education is a 
public education and research unit to improve 
student achievement in pre-K through higher 
education. The center fosters collaboration among 
faculty, students, practitioners and community 
leaders through educational conferences and 
seminars, research, evaluation and training. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Center for Women’s Studies 
 

Patricia Millhoff, J.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Carroll Hall, Room 307  
The University of Akron  
Akron, OH 44325-6218  
 

Phone: 330-972-7008  
Fax: 330-972-5263  
Website: www.uakron.edu/ws/ 
Email: millhof@uakron.edu 
 

The Women's Studies Program was established as a 
way for students to examine how women have 
influenced society. With an emphasis on critical 
thinking, the program integrates intellectual 
scholarship and research to explore how women 
have been represented in literature, history, society, 
sociology and the media. The program has both an 
undergraduate minor and a graduate certificate and 
both programs require independent research.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Collaborative Center in Polymer Photonics 
 

Frank Harris, Ph.D., Director 
 

Maurice Morton Institute of Polymer Science 
170 University Ave. 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio  44325-3909 
 

Phone: 330-972-8594 
Fax: 330-972-5704 
Website: www.uakron.edu/ccpp/ 
Email: fharris@uakron.edu 
 

The objective of the Collaborative Center in 
Polymer Photonics is the development of polymer-
based materials and fabrication methods for 
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photonic applications. For example, new polymeric 
materials for use in photovoltaic cells are being 
prepared and evaluated. Extensive research on the 
development and utilization of polymeric photonic 
crystals is also being carried out. AFM-assisted 
electrostatic nanolithography techniques are being 
used to assemble polymeric materials into photonic 
structure. Experimental and theoretical methods for 
characterizing and modeling interactions between 
light and polymer structure at the quantum, atomic 
and micrososcopic levels are being developed. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

English Language Institute 
 

Debra Deane, Director 
  

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Olin Hall, Room 302 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1909 
  

Phone: 330-972-7544 
Fax: 330-972-7353 
Website: www.uakron.edu/eli/ 
Email: ua-eli@uakron.edu 
  

The English Language Institute provides non-credit 
academic English as a second language instruction 
to international students and non-native residents 
who plan to pursue an undergraduate or graduate 
degree at a U.S. university. In addition to an 
intensive, 20-hour-per-week program for students, 
the ELI also offers a non-intensive Community and 
Corporate ESL Program, designed specifically for 
non-native English speakers living and working in 
northeast Ohio, with customized programs of 
instruction for individuals and employers. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fisher Institute for Professional Selling 
  

Jon Hawes, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Business Administration, Room 310 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4804 
 

Phone: 330-972-8466 
Fax: 330-972-5798 

Website: www.uakron.edu/cba/fisherin/ 
Email: jhawes@uakron.edu 
 

Ranked among the six best undergraduate and 
graduate sales programs nationally, the Fisher 
Institute for Professional Selling offers customized 
sales training courses designed for corporate 
customers and public seminars on sales topics. The 
Fisher Sales Laboratory includes six skill practice 
rooms, a control room containing state-of-the-art 
audio/visual recording equipment and an adjoining 
classroom.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

H. Kenneth Barker Center for Economic 
Education 
 

Fred Carr, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Education 
Crouse Hall, Room 213 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4210 
 

Phone: 330-972-7762 
Fax: 330-972-5636  
Website: www.economiceducation.us 
Email: info@economiceducation.us 
 

The H. Kenneth Barker Center for Economic 
Education exists to improve the economic literacy 
of citizens and foster understanding of the 
American economic system. The center conducts 
workshops, seminars and economic programs for 
students, teachers and interested community groups, 
including businesses focusing on entrepreneurship, 
personal finance, financial literacy and basic 
economic concepts. It also provides consulting 
services in economic education for school districts 
and area businesses and acts as a clearinghouse for 
the gathering and dissemination of economic 
education materials. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Biomedical Engineering Research 
 

Daniel Sheffer, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Engineering 
Olson Research Center 
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The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-0302 
 

Phone: 330-972-6650 
Fax: 330-374-8834 
Email: info@biomed.uakron.edu 
 

In addition to its educational functions, the Institute 
for Biomedical Engineering Research provides 
research service to local hospitals and industry, as 
well as private and government agencies. The 
institute’s research is carried out by University of 
Akron Department of Biomedical Engineering 
faculty, other UA and NEOUCOM faculty, and area 
physicians, engineers and scientists.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Global Business 
 

Douglas Hausknecht, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Business Administration, Room 423 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4805 
 

Phone: 330-972-6195 
Fax: 330-972-6588 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/cba/institutes/
globalbusiness 
Email: global@uakron.edu 
 

The Institute for Global Business tailors its 
carefully planned and flexibly organized programs 
to meet the needs of area organizations, including 
developing short courses in exporting, importing, 
tariffs, and global negotiations, purchasing and 
legal issues. The institute focuses on educational 
advancement, professional development, inter-
national operations experience and international 
business information gathering to encourage Ohio’s 
economic competitiveness worldwide. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Health and Social Policy 
 

Sonia Alemagno, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Polsky Building, Room 520 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1915 

Phone: 330-972-6765 
Fax: 330-972-8675 
Website: www.uakron.edu/centers/ihsp/ 
Email: alemagn@uakron.edu 
 

The Institute for Health and Social Policy’s mission 
is to improve the quality of health and social 
services to at-risk groups. The institute conducts 
research, collaborates with other University of 
Akron centers and assists faculty in developing 
proposals. While most of its research is conducted 
for government or non-profit agencies, the institute 
also serves as an educational resource for the 
community for up-to-date health and social services 
research and recent advances in behavioral and 
social science. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Life-Span Development and 
Gerontology  
 

Harvey Sterns, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Arts & Sciences Building, Suite 340 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4307 
 

Phone: 330-972-7243 
Website: www.uakron.edu/ilsdg/  
Email: hsterns@uakron.edu  
 

The Institute for Life-Span Development and 
Gerontology has grown into a campus-wide 
program involving more than 65 faculty members in 
23 different departments, representing six colleges. 
In addition to student placement in numerous 
community service settings, the institute also 
conducts research studies. The institute coordinates 
both the Undergraduate Gerontology Certificate 
Program and the Graduate Gerontology Certificate 
Program. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Polymer Engineering 
 

Rod Quirk, Ph.D., Interim Director 
 
Department of Polymer Engineering 
Polymer Engineering Academic Center 
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The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-0301 
 

Phone: 330-972-5281 
Fax: 330-258-2339 
Website: www.uakron.edu/cpspe/dpe/web/ipe.php 
Email: rpquirk@uakron.edu 
 

As part of the internationally renowned polymer 
program at The University of Akron, the Institute of 
Polymer Engineering offers the expertise of some of 
the world’s foremost polymer engineers, serving as 
a confidential, objective and affordable source of 
technical assistance. The institute performs polymer 
processing, characterization, analysis and testing to 
help clients determine optimum processing 
conditions, improve quality control and analyze 
material properties. The institute also provides 
access to the Polymerization Pilot Plant. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Institute for Teaching and Learning 
 

Helen Qammar, Ph.D., Director  
 

College of Education 
Leigh Hall, Room 412  
The University of Akron  
Akron, OH 44325-6236  
 

Phone: 330-972-2574  
Fax: 330-972-5728  
Website: www.uakron.edu/itl/ 
Email: itl@uakron.edu 
 

The Institute for Teaching and Learning 
coordinates, promotes and supports efforts to 
improve the success of students both inside and 
outside the classroom and to advance and 
disseminate scholarly investigations into the 
teaching and learning process. The institute focuses 
on developing and providing targeted professional 
development activities through information 
gathering and sharing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Magnetic Resonance Center 
 

Peter Rinaldi, Ph.D., Director 
 

 
Department of Chemisty 
East Buchtel Commons, Room 190 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3601 
 

Phone: 330-972-5990 
Fax: 330-972-5256 
Website: www.chemistry.uakron.edu/magnet/ 
Email: rinaldi@uakron.edu 
 

The Magnetic Resonance Center operates eight 
superconducting NMR spectrometers, including an 
INOVA 750 MHz instrument with a cryoprobe and 
other accessories to perform every possible 
experiment yet devised. Seven other instruments 
with frequencies from 200 to 500 Mhz are equipped 
to perform solution and solid state multiple 
resonance 2D- and 3D-experiments. The techniques 
available on some of the lab's instruments include 
quadruple resonance, shaped pulses for selective 
excitation and pulsed field gradient work. The lab is 
also equipped with a Q-band ESR instrument for 
continuous wave experiments.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Maurice Morton Institute of Polymer Science 
 

Rod Quirk, Ph.D., Interim Director 
 
College of Polymer Science & Polymer 
Engineering 
Goodyear Polymer Building 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3909 
 

Phone: 330-972-7510 
Fax: 330-972-5704 
Website: www.uakron.edu/cpspe/MMIPS/
institute.html 
Email: rpquirk@uakron.edu 
 

The Maurice Morton Institute of Polymer Science 
conducts basic and applied research, focusing on 
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the creation of new polymers and the study of their 
physical properties. Within the institute are the 
Macromolecular Modeling Center, the Applied 
Polymer Research Center, Microscopy Laboratories 
and the Magnetic Resonance Center. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Microscale Physiochemical Engineering Center 
(MPEC) 
 

George Chase, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Engineering 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-3901 
 

Phone: 330-972-7228 
Fax: 330-972-6020 
Website: www.ecgf.uakron.edu/~mpec/ 
Email: gchase@uakron.edu 
 

Focusing on operations involving small particles 
such as heterogeneous catalysts, fluid-solid 
separations, surface coatings, water treatment and 
energy conversion, students and faculty at the 
Microscale Physiochemical Engineering Center 
form multidisciplinary teams to solve specific 
industrial problems. The center provides a forum 
for industrial-university cooperation.  The center 
currently hosts a consortium of industrial sponsors 
for fundamental and applied research in coalescence 
filtration and use of nanofibers. MPEC faculty also 
work with a small business in the development of 
ceramic fiber filters and the Department of Energy 
to develop fuel cells. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

New Business Legal Clinic 
 

Steve Cook, J.D., Director 
 

School of Law 
Buchtel Commons, Room 302 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-2901 
 

Phone: 330-972-2358 
Fax: 330-972-6326 
Website: www.uakron.edu/law/nblc/ 
Email: scook@uakron.edu 
 

The New Business Legal Clinic (NBLC) provides 
low-cost legal and business assistance to small and 
emerging businesses in the local community. Under 
the supervision of a licensed attorney, second and 
third year law students provide non-litigation, 
transactional legal and business advice, including 
business formation, employment, contract/lease, tax 
and entity information. Among the largest small 
business clinics in the country, the NBLC conducts 
over 125 free legal consultations annually. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Polymerization Pilot Plant 
 

Wayne Watkins, J.D., Associate Vice President for 
Research  
 

OMNOVA Complex 
2990 Gelchrest Rd. 
Akron, Ohio 44305 
 

Phone: 330-794-6215 
Website: www.uakron.edu/research/pilotplant.php 
Email: wwatkins@uakron.edu 
 

The Polymerization Pilot Plant consists of 1-, 15- 
and 50-liter reactors to produce prototype quantities 
of new polymers for evaluation by potential 
customers. The plant has two sets of reactors, one 
glass-lined and one Teflon-coated stainless steel, to 
enable cationic, anionic, free radical and 
condensation polymerizations. The plant also offers 
determination of physical, mechanical and chemical 
properties of polymers. Analytical services include 
evaluation of polymer processing, such as injection 
molding, extrusion and thermoforming.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics 
 

John Green, Ph.D., Director 
 

Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences 
Olin Hall, Room 223 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-1914 
 

Phone: 330-972-5182 
Fax: 330-972-5479 
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Website: www.uakron.edu/bliss/ 
Email: bliss@uakron.edu 
 

The University of Akron’s Ray C. Bliss Institute of 
Applied Politics is a bipartisan research and 
teaching institute dedicated to increasing 
understanding of the political process with special 
emphasis on political parties, grassroots activity and 
ethical behavior. Established in 1986, the institute 
sponsors public programs, conferences and research 
on topics such as campaign finance, campaign 
advertising and political organizations. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Training Center for Fire and Hazardous 
Materials 
 

Philip McLean, Director of Training 
 

Summit College 
Polsky Building, Room 165B 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4304 
 

Phone: 330-972-6195 
Fax: 330-972-5476 
Website: sc.uakron.edu/?/tcfhm 
Email: pmclean@uakron.edu 
 

The Training Center for Fire and Hazardous 
Materials coordinates seminars and workshops 
presented by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), The Division of EMS Fire 
Charter and other related organizations to offer 
training in general safety, planning for the worst 
and first responder protocol. Supported by the 
faculty of the University of Akron Fire Protection 
Technology degree program, the center’s services 
are available to various municipalities, agencies and 
industries of all sizes. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Training Center for Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice 
 

Vanessa J. Ozarchuk, Program Assistant 
 

Summit College 
Polsky Building, Room 304 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4304  
 

 

Phone: 330-972-8856 
Fax: 330-972-5506 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/summit/
pol_academy.php 
Email: vji1@uakron.edu 
 

The Training Center for Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice employs the expertise of Summit 
College's Criminal Justice Technology faculty and 
experienced law enforcement professionals from all 
over Ohio. The center provides state certified 
training through the Ohio Peace Officer Training 
Commission in basic police academy, police 
refresher course, advanced police training and 
private security. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

William and Rita Fitzgerald Institute for  
Entrepreneurial Studies 
 

Steven Ash, Ph.D., Director 
 

College of Business Administration, Room 337 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4801 
 

Phone: 330-972-6429 
Fax: 330-972-6588 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/cba/facultylist/
a/ash.php 
E-mail: ash@uakron.edu 
 

The William and Rita Fitzgerald Institute for 
Entrepreneurial Studies promotes the principles of 
free enterprise and encourages the entrepreneurial 
spirit and practice essential to the survival of free 
enterprise. The university-wide program offers both 
undergraduate and graduate degrees targeted to all 
students. The program specializes in teaching 
creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship related to 
startups, family business, franchising, acquisitions, 
corporate innovation and entrepreneurship. The 
program is experiential in nature as students work 
with entrepreneurs, investors and existing small 
business owners. 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Workforce Development and Continuing  
Education 
 

Cheryl Beckwith, Coordinator 
 

Summit College 
Polsky Building, Room 466 
Akron, Ohio 44325-4104 
 

Phone: 330-972-6460 
Fax: 330-972-7598 
Website: www.uakron.edu/ce        
Email: cb@uakron.edu 
 

Summit College’s Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education program serves business and 
community needs through both noncredit, open-
enrollment courses and customized, onsite training 
for companies. Noncredit and professional 
development courses span a wide range of subjects 
from Six Sigma and leadership to computer and 
languages. Many continuing education courses for 
license recertification are offered, as well as courses 
that prepare participants for a variety of exams and 
national tests. Entrepreneur and small business 
workshops on topics such as business start-up, 
online marketing and eCommerce, and small 
business accounting are offered regularly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHEAST OHIO RESOURCES 
 
Akron Children's Hospital 
 

Akron Children's Research Center 
One Perkins Square  
Akron, Ohio 44308  
 

Phone: 330-543-3193 
Website: www.akronchildrens.org 
Email: mmathis@chmca.org 
 

Akron Children's Hospital is a 253-bed pediatric 
hospital housing a regional burn center for both 
adults and children, as well as a pediatric trauma 
center. Children's cares for more than 400,000 
patients each year and performs more pediatric 
surgeries than any other hospital in Northeast Ohio. 
Since children's illnesses, anatomies and symptoms 
differ from those of adults, Children's is involved in 
numerous research trials that test the effectiveness 
of certain treatments in children, such as national 
pharmaceutical studies for asthma, infections, 
childhood vaccines, epilepsy, cancer treatment, 
burn treatment and cystic fibrosis. Akron Children's 
Research Center performs research that determines 
better ways to treat ill children and bring these 
advances to the care of children in northeast Ohio. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron Development Fund, Ltd. 
 

Gregg Cramer, Senior Director, Business 
Development, Greater Akron Chamber  
 

One Cascade Plaza, 17th Floor 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1192 
 

Phone: 330-237-1213 
Email: cramer@greaterakronchamber.org 
 

The Akron Development Fund is a mezzanine 
financing fund organized by members of Akron 
Tomorrow, Inc. to promote growth and 
development in the City of Akron by combating 
urban blight, creating jobs, modernizing businesses 
and promoting general community interest. Typical 
financing packages are leveraged by other financing 
sources, including traditional financing institutions, 
public sources and developer equity.  
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron General Medical Center 
 

Bob Anthony, Manager, Technology Transfer, 
Commercialization and Innovation Office 
 

400 Wabash Ave.  
Akron, Ohio 44307 
 

Office: 330-344-6830 
Fax: 330-344-0068 
Website: www.akrongeneral.org 
Email: agieg@agmc.org 
 

Akron General Medical Center’s legacy of basic 
science and clinical research and its organizational 
size and infrastructure offers enterprising 
companies the ability to access a variety of 
expertise quickly and easily. The Technology 
Transfer, Commercialization and Innovation Office, 
a new initiative at Akron General, is focused on 
bringing life-improving ideas to reality by 
partnering with startup and established companies 
who are interested in bringing new medical 
products to the patient’s bedside. The goal of the 
office is to partner with industry, physician and 
biomedical entrepreneurs, and other area hospitals 
and universities to attract biomedical investment 
and development in the region.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron Global Business Accelerator 
 

Michael LeHere, Chief Executive Officer 
 

526 S. Main St. 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-375-2173 
Fax: 330-762-3657 
Website: www.ci.akron.oh.us/aii/ 
Email: asabo@akronincubator.com 
 

The Akron Global Business Accelerator offers 
200,000 square feet of upscale office, lab and 
manufacturing space with state of the art 
conferencing facilities and IT services. The 
accelerator offers support and counseling services, 
including cash flow management, financing, 
marketing and sales, and business plan 

development. Attention is given to assisting new 
companies commercializing advanced materials, 
electronics and instrumentation, and information 
technologies. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Akron SCORE 
 

One Cascade Plaza, 18th Floor 
National City Bank Building 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
 

Phone: 330-379-3163 
Fax: 330-379-3164 
Website: www.akronscore.org 
Email: akronscore81@aol.com 
 

SCORE offers individual counseling, mentoring, 
workshops and seminars to help start a small 
business or to make a small business more 
profitable. SCORE counselors are all experienced 
and successful executives, managers and business 
owners who want to give back to the community. 
All services are free. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Baldwin-Wallace College 
 

Richard Durst, MFA, President 
 

275 Eastland Rd.  
Berea, Ohio 44017-2088  
 

Phone: 440-826-2900  
Website: www.bw.edu 
Email: info@bw.edu 
 

Baldwin-Wallace College Business Clinic 
Phil Bessler, Ph.D. 
Phone: 440-826-2083 
Email: bpc@bw.edu 
 

The Baldwin-Wallace College Business Clinic is a 
community outreach program for small business 
owners and new business entrepreneurs. The clinic's 
primary goal is to coach clients through the 
development of their business plan. It also offers in- 
depth review of existing business plans and 
feasibility studies for start-up business ideas. These  
programs are part of the Center For Innovation and 
Growth at Baldwin-Wallace College. 
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Baldwin-Wallace College Public Interest 
Research Center 
Mark Mattern, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
Political Science 
Phone: 440-826-2470 
Email: mmattern@bw.edu 
 

Tom Sutton, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Political 
Science 
Phone: 440-826-2460   
Email: tsutton@bw.edu 
 

The Public Interest Research Center is available for 
public opinion survey design, implementation, and 
analysis; focus group planning and facilitation; a 
variety of planning and analytical consulting 
services.  The PIRC directors train undergraduate 
students of Baldwin-Wallace College to work with 
nonprofit and government agencies and candidates 
for public office to provide these services, which 
are supported by project grants and contracts.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

BioEnterprise Corp. 
 

Aram Nerpouni, Business Development Director 
 

The Selle Generator Works 
453 S. High St. 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-253-1700 
Fax: 216-658-3998 
Website: www.bioenterprise.com 
Email: anerpouni@bioenterprise.com 
 
BioEnterprise is a business formation, recruitment 
and acceleration initiative designed to grow health 
care companies and commercialize bioscience 
technologies. Each year, the BioEnterprise groups 
choose a select number of emerging medical device, 
biotechnology, and health care services firms on 
which to focus. The resources and networks of 
BioEnterprise’s founders and partners, including 
The Cleveland Clinic, University Hospitals, Case 
Western Reserve University and Summa Health 
System, are directed to help those companies 
achieve greater levels of business success. 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Braintree Center for Business Innovation 
 

Bob Leach, Director of Operations 
 

201 E. Fifth St. 
Mansfield, Ohio 44902 
 

Phone: 419-525-1614 
Fax: 419-525-3492 
Website: www.braintreepartners.org/ 
Email: bleach@braintreepartners.org; 
bcohen@braintreepartners.org 
 

The Braintree Center for Business Innovation is a 
non-profit business incubator, assisting business 
startups and emerging companies in North Central 
Ohio. Focusing is on advanced manufacturing, 
information technology, biosciences and 
international trade, Braintree offers flexible space, 
business counseling, customer referral, access to 
capital and training opportunities. The center is part 
of the statewide network of incubators and centers 
funded by the Ohio Department of Development's 
Edison Technology Program. In addition to the 
incubator program, the center also houses the 
Ashland University Small Business Development 
Center, the Northern Ohio IT Alliance and an 
International Trade Assistance Center that serves 
new-to-export companies in a 19 county region. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce 
 

Jim Pennetti, Director of Business Retension & 
Expansion 
 

222 Market Ave. North 
Canton, Ohio 44702 
 

Phone: 330-458-2076 
Fax: 330-452-7786 
Website: www.cantonchamber.org 
Email: jimp@cantonchamber.org 
 

Since 1914, the mission of the Canton Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is to pursue the continued 
economic growth of the Canton area and Stark 
County through positive business development. 
Nearly 1600 members are supported with  
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partnerships, programs and events to enhance the 
community’s business climate and quality of life. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cascade Capital Corporation 
 

Robert Filipiak, Executive Director 
 

I Cascade Plaza, 18th floor  
Akron, Ohio 44308    
 

Phone: 330-379-3160  
Fax: 330-761-0307 
Website: www.cascadecapital.org 
Email: filipiak@cascadecapital.org 
 

Cascade Capital provides SBA 504 funding 
throughout Ohio and is authorized by the Ohio 
Department of Development to provide the Ohio 
166 Regional Loan Program throughout Summit, 
Medina, Portage, Wayne, Ashland and Holmes 
counties. Cascade Capital participates in funding 
company expansion projects in partnership with 
area commercial banks. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

Barbara Snyder, J.D., President 
 

Cleveland, Ohio 44106  
 

Phone: 216-368-2000 
Website: www.case.edu 
 

Technology Transfer Office 
 

Mark E. Coticchia, Vice President, Research & 
Technology Management 
 

Sears Library, 6th Floor  
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
 

Phone: 216-368-6837 
Fax: 216-368-0196  
Website: ora.ra.cwru.edu/techtransfer/default.htm 
 

The mission of the Technology Transfer Office is 
“To assist and lead the successful commercial-
ization of ideas created by people at CWRU.” 
 

 
 

Weatherhead School of Management 
 

10900 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7235 
 

Phone: 216-368-2030 
Fax: 216-368-2845 
Website: weatherhead.case.edu 
Email: weatherhead@case.edu 
 

The Weatherhead School of Management has 
received international acclaim for developing bold 
ideas that redefine the way management education 
is taught. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cleveland State University 
 

Michael Schwartz, Ph.D., President 
 

2121 Euclid Ave.  
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2214  
 

Phone: 216-687-2000 
Website: www.csuohio.edu 
 

Cleveland State is a comprehensive metropolitan 
university committed to providing affordable 
education of high quality to students with diverse 
backgrounds, experiences, interests and needs. 
Located in downtown Cleveland with extended 
campuses in Westlake and Solon, Cleveland State 
offers degrees in hundreds of undergraduate and 
graduate programs and law, and professional 
development programs. Cleveland State reaches out 
to academically talented and highly motivated 
students through its Honors Program. And 
Cleveland State’s faculty is tops, with more than 90 
percent holding the highest degree attainable in 
their field. Approximately 15,500 students attend 
Cleveland State.  
 

Office of Sponsored Programs and Research 
 

Elizabeth Whippo Cline, CRA, Interim Director  
1621 Euclid Ave., Keith Building 1150 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2214 
 

Phone: 216-687-3630 
Fax: 216-687-9382 
Email: e.w.cline@csuohio.edu 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Community Improvement Corporation Of 
Summmit, Medina and Portage Counties 
 

Gregg Cramer, Senior Director, Business 
Development, Greater Akron Chamber 
 

One Cascade Plaza, 17th Floor 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1192 
 

Phone: 330-237-1213 
Email: cramer@greaterakronchamber.org 
 

The Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) is 
a non-profit corporation created for the purpose of 
approving projects for industrial development 
revenue bond financing. The CIC serves Summit, 
Medina and Portage counties.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CoreNetwork 
  

Bob Savage, President 
 

101 Main St. 
Toledo, OH 43605 
 

Phone: 419-697-9696 
Fax: 419-698-1260 
Website: www.core-network.org 
Email: bobsavage@core-network.org 
 

CoreNetwork is a private and independent group of 
investors interested in private equity investment 
opportunities located primarily in Ohio and 
Southeast Michigan, which have the potential to 
provide above-average returns.  CoreNetwork 
provides a formal structure to foster such 
investment in a manner which incorporates 
community and sponsor support to improve the 
likelihood of success for the investee companies.   
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cuyahoga County Department of Development 
 

112 Hamilton Ave., 4th Floor  
Cleveland, Ohio 44114  
 

Phone: 216-443-7260 
Website: http://development.cuyahogacounty.us/ 
 

 

New Product Development and 
Entrepreneurship Program 
Robert Flauto  
Phone: 216-698-2898 
Fax: 216-348-4479 
 

The New Product Development and Entrepreneur-
ship Program is a partnership between Cuyahoga 
County and MAGNET. The program creates long-
term regional economic opportunity by providing 
public dollars to seed innovation and new product 
development. The program offers ten-year, 3.5 
percent interest deferred loans to entrepreneurs and 
companies with annual sales of less than $50 
million. Successful applicants can receive up to 
$115,000 in three phases: product feasibility, 
concept development and engineering and prototype 
development. 
 

Community & Economic Development Division  
Marilu Acevedo   
Phone: 216-698-2851 
Fax: 216-348-4479 
 

The Community & Economic Development 
Division provides low interest economic 
development loans to businesses that are creating 
jobs in Cuyahoga County. Special incentives, such 
as forgivable loans, are available for businesses 
who are interested in locating to a Brownfield site 
or to a vacant commercial building. Phase I and 
Phase II Environmental Assessment funding is also 
available. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Downtown Akron Partnership 
 

Kimberlee McKee, President 
 

58 W. Exchange St., Suite C 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
 

Phone: 330-762-9550 
Fax: 330-762-6622 
Website: http://www.downtownakron.com 
Email: info@downtownakron.com 
 

Downtown Akron Partnership is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to bringing people, activity, 
business and a thriving civic life back to the heart of 
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Akron. Through strategic marketing and 
management of downtown's resources, DAP works 
to reestablish downtown as a gathering place. DAP 
also acts as a liaison between downtown and the 
surrounding community, as well as a key advocate 
of downtown Akron.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

East Akron Neighborhood Development 
Corporation 
 

Ronald Wheeler, Chairman 
 

550 S. Arlington St.  
Akron, Ohio 44306  
 

Phone: 330-773-6838 
Fax: 330-773-0345 
Website: www.eakronndc.org/ 
Email: twhite@eandcorp.org 
 

Since its creation in 1982, the East Akron 
Neighborhood Development Corporation has 
produced over 600 units of affordable housing, 
assisted many small businesses, and completed the 
Middlebury Market Place, a $12 million dollar 
retail shopping center. EANDC provides 
homebuyer counseling classes, home weatherization 
services and lead based paint abatement. 
 

Safe Harbor Incubator  
1046 S. Arlington St.  
Akron, Ohio 44306  
Phone: 330-773-2772  
Fax: 330-773-2992 
 

The Safe Harbor is a minority small business 
incubator and development center, created to house 
new and existing service oriented businesses.  The 
center provides the coordination of a variety of 
services which support entrepreneurs and existing 
small business ventures.   
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Goodwill Industries of Akron 
 

Phil Stauffer – Vice President, Industrial Services  
Yvette Watkins - Vice President, Workforce 
Development 
 

 

570 E. Waterloo Rd.  
Akron, Ohio 44319 
 

Phone: 330-724-6995 
Fax: 330-786-2504 
Website: www.goodwillakron.org 
 

Corporate & Vocational  Services Office 
570 E. Waterloo Rd.  
Akron, Ohio 44319 
Phone: 330-724-6995 
Fax: 330-786-2504 
Website: www.goodwillakron.org  
 

Summit Employment Resource Center 
The Job Center 
1040 E. Tallmadge Ave. 
Akron, Ohio4310 
Phone: 330-633-4626 
 

Goodwill Industries of Akron's Employee Resource 
Center in Summit County is funded by the Summit 
County Department of Jobs & Family Services and 
offers classes and workshops to train and educate 
interested workers. Goodwill’s vocational services 
has helped hundreds of individuals with disabilities 
meet their employment goals. In addition to training 
individuals, Goodwill matches potential employers 
with qualified, pre-screened applicants, including 
job order posting, applicant recruitment, skill and 
aptitude testing, and employee training. Goodwill's 
Industrial Services Division is ISO certified and can 
complete outsourced manufacturing and shipping 
jobs, as well as working with small businesses to 
find solutions for all their potential needs.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Greater Cleveland Partnership 
 

Joseph Roman, President & CEO 
 
The Higbee Building 
100 Public Square, Suite 210 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2291 
 

Phone: 216-621-3300, 866-553-5427 
Fax: 216-621-4617 
Website: www.gcpartnership.com 
Email: customerservice@gcpartnership.com 
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With more than 17,000 members, the Greater 
Cleveland Partnership is the largest private-sector 
economic development organization in Ohio. The 
organizational core includes the Council of Smaller 
Enterprises (COSE), a one-stop resource for 
member companies, providing cost-effective group-
purchasing programs, advocacy on legislative and 
regulatory issues, and resources focused on helping 
companies grow. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Greater Medina Chamber of Commerce 
 

Debra Lynn-Schmitz  
 

145 N. Court St. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 
 

Phone: 330-723-8773 
Fax: 330-722-6844 
Website: www.medinaohchamber.com 
Email: info@medinaohchamber.com 
 

The Greater Medina Chamber of Commerce is a 
not-for-profit organization that unites hundreds of 
business and professional firms to create a unique 
central agency working to improve business and 
build a better community. The chamber’s 
membership includes business from sole proprietors 
to companies with over 500 members, creating a 
pool of resources from which the organization can 
draw energy, ideas and finances. In association with 
the Ohio Small Business Development Center at the 
Summit Medina Business Alliance, the center offers 
small business counseling and training led by 
certified business advisors. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Great Lakes Innovation and Development 
Enterprise (GLIDE) 
 

Clifford Reynolds, Director 
 

151 Innovation Drive, Suite 210 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 
 

Phone: 440-366-4310 
Fax: 440-366-4320 
Website: www.glideit.org 
Email: innovate@GLIDEit.org  
 

Great Lakes Innovation and Development 
Enterprise (GLIDE) is a comprehensive regional 
innovation center, resource hub and business 
incubator that supports all facets of the start-up, 
development and growth of enterprises. Created by 
a partnership between the Lorain County 
Commissioners, Lorain County Community College 
and The Ohio Department of Development, 
GLIDE's objective is to grow jobs and spearhead 
economic growth in both Lorain County and the 
Northern Ohio region. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

John Carroll University 
 

Rev. Robert Niehoff, SJ, President 
 

20700 N. Park Blvd.   
University Heights, Ohio  44118 
 

Phone: 216-397-1886 
Website: www.jcu.edu 
 

John Carroll University, located in Cleveland, Ohio, 
is a liberal arts university grounded in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. The university has some 3,100 
plus undergraduates and just over 700 graduate 
students. The U.S. News & World Report’s 2007 
annual college guide ranks JCU among the top 10 
master’s-degree granting universities in the 
Midwest and first in average graduation rate. 
Originally founded as St. Ignatius College in 1886, 
the university was renamed in 1923 to honor 
America’s first Catholic bishop, John Carroll of 
Maryland. John Carroll is one of 28 Jesuit colleges 
and universities located in the United States.  
 

Office of Sponsored Research & Faculty 
Development 
Catherine Anson, Director of Sponsored Research 
Phone: 216-397-4520 
Email: canson@jcu.edu 
 

Muldoon Center for Entrepreneurship, Boler 
School of Business 
Mark Hauserman, Director of Entrepreneurs 
Association 
Phone: 216-397-4572 
Email: mhauserman@jcu.edu 
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Lighting Innovations Institute 
Richard Hansler, Founder 
Phone: 216-397-1657 
Email: rhansler@jcu.edu 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

JumpStart, Inc. 
 

737 Bolivar Rd., Suite 3000  
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
 

Phone: 216-363-3400 
Fax: 216-363-3401 
Website: http://www.jumpstartinc.org/ 
Email: jseveryone@jumpstart.org 
 

JumpStart is a business development organization 
that identifies and invests in early-stage companies 
with strong potential in the marketplace, solid 
prospects for growth and a high likelihood of 
qualifying for later-stage funding. Beyond 
investing, the JumpStart team provides a continuum 
of business development services to its client 
companies to help ensure their success. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kent State University 
 

Lester A. Lefton, Ph.D., President 
 

Kent, Ohio 44240 
 

Phone: 330-672-3000 
Website: www.kent.edu 
Email: info@kent.edu 
 

Kent State, one of the public Ohio universities, is 
ranked by the Carnegie Foundation among the 
nation's top 77 public research universities, and 
among the 76 top colleges and top universities in 
community engagement. It serves more than 34,000 
students university-wide.  
 

Center of Excellence for Entrepreneurship & 
Business Innovation 
 

Julie Messing, Instructor and Coordinator of 
Entrepreneurship 
 

Office: 330-672-9430 
Fax: 330-672-5006 
 

Website: business.kent.edu/CEBI/ 
Email: jmessing@bsa3.kent.edu 
 

The Center of Excellence for Entrepreneurship & 
Business Innovation aims to create business growth 
in Northeast Ohio by being the leading public 
university in entrepreneurial education and 
innovation. The center is recognized for inter-
disciplinary activities, sustained collaborative 
relationships with other organizations, 
entrepreneurial research and graduates with 
entrepreneurial and intrapreneurial spirit, drive and 
accomplishments. 
 

Office of Technology Transfer 
 

Gregory Wilson, Associate Vice President for 
Economic Development and Strategic Partnerships 
 

Phone: 330-672-2692  
Website: www.techtrans.kent.edu 
Email: partner@kent.edu 
 

The Office of Technology Transfer facilitates 
technology partnerships, research collaborations, 
entrepreneurship, start-up companies and economic 
development opportunities. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kent Regional Business Alliance 
 

Website: www.krba.biz/ 
 

The Kent Regional Business Alliance is a team of 
Northeast Ohio organizations dedicated to 
promoting small business in Ohio. KRBA provides 
services, including free business consulting, and 
products for both growing businesses and people 
who want to start their own businesses in Northeast 
Ohio. The center offers small loans, technical 
assistance, small business development and the 
Kent Business Incubator. 
 

Kent Business Incubator 
277 Martinel Dr. 
Kent, Ohio 44240  
Phone: 330-672-1275 
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Kent/Portage SBDC 
Kent State University 
Business Administration Building, Room 300 
Kent, Ohio 44242  
Phone: 330-672-1275 
 

Procurement Technical Assistance Center 
Kent State University 
Business Administration Building, Room 300B 
Kent, Ohio 44240-0001  
Phone: 330-672-9338 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lorain County Community College 
 

1005 N. Abbe Rd. 
Elyria, Ohio 44035  
 

Phone: 1-800-995-5222 
Website: www.lorainccc.edu 
Email: info@lorainccc.edu 
 

Lorain County Community College, a vital and 
dynamic leader, serves a culturally diverse 
community by promoting education, economic, 
cultural and community development. The college 
encourages lifelong learning through accessible and 
affordable academic, career-oriented and continuing 
education. 
 

Entrepreneurship Innovation Institute  
Phone: 1-800-995-5222, ext. 4300 
Website: www.entresource.biz 
 

The Entrepreneurship Innovation Institute of Lorain 
County Community College is a one-stop resource 
to support the successful development of 
entrepreneurs, employers, business startups and 
non-profit organizations. The institute offers 
convenient, high quality, comprehensive training 
packages, business-support services and facilities 
that can help organizations operate more efficiently 
and effectively. One service offered through the EII 
is the Great Lakes Innovation and Development 
Enterprise (GLIDE), an Edison Incubator that 
focuses on assisting technology-drive startups.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Manufacturing Advocacy & Growth Network 
(MAGNET) 
 

Fatima L. Weathers, Ed.D., Executive Vice-
President 
 

4600 Prospect Ave.  
Cleveland, Ohio  44103-4314 
 

Phone: 216-432-5300 
Website: www.magnetwork.org 
 

The Manufacturing Advocacy & Growth Network 
supports and champions manufacturing in Northern 
Ohio, as the voice for the region's manufacturers. 
MAGNET advocates for manufacturers in dealing 
with the multitude of regulatory and government 
agencies. It also provides a clearinghouse for 
individual manufacturers seeking assistance in the 
areas of productivity improvement, global access 
and product innovation. Since 1984, MAGNET has 
assisted more than 2,000 manufacturers through its 
business consulting, product development and 
business incubation programs.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Medina County Economic Development 
Corporation 
 

Jim Doutt, Executive Director 
 

144 N. Broadway St.  
Medina, Ohio 44256  
 

Phone: 330-722-9215  
Fax: 330-764-8449  
Website: http://www.medinacounty.org/ 
Email: info@medinacounty.org  
 

The Medina County Economic Development 
Corporation provides professional, comprehensive 
assistance to a wide variety of economic 
development clients. As an important first point of 
contact for business resources, MCEDC offers a 
facilities and site selection database, assistance with 
business expansion and relocation, tax abatement 
information and assistance, workforce and training 
development, transportation infrastructure and 
shipping resources information and market 
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information and demographics. The corporation 
also serves as a liaison with major utilities 
companies and facilitates regional and state loans 
and programs. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Medina County Workforce Development Center 
 

Bill Hanigan, Director 
 

3721 Pearl Rd. 
Medina, Ohio 44256 
 

Phone: 330-723-9675 
Fax: 330-722-4657 
Website: www.medinacountyworks.com 
Email: bhanigan@MedinaCountyWorks.com 
 

Employers can locate skilled employees and 
training for their incumbent workers through 
Medina County Department of Workforce 
Development.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minority Business Development Center  
 

Akron Urban League 
250 E. Market St. 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
 

Phone: 330-434-5052  
Fax: 330-434-7339  
Email: aulrmcnitt@aol.com 
 

The Minority Business Development Center 
provides outreach to the minority business 
community through management, technical, 
financial and contract procurement assistance. The 
center also offers loan, grant and bond packaging 
services and certification assistance at a local level 
throughout the state. MBDC also helps minority 
businesses in accessing various state programs, such 
as the Ohio Industrial Training Program, revolving 
loans programs and other business assistance 
programs.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

NorTech (Northeast Ohio Technology Coalition) 
 

Dorothy Baunach, President & CEO 
 

 

737 Bolivar Rd., Suite 1000  
Cleveland, Ohio 44115  
 

Phone: 216-363-6883   
Fax: 216-363-6893   
Website: http://www.nortech.org/ 
Email: info@nortech.org   
 

NorTech leads the technology agenda for a 21 
county region in Northeast Ohio with the goal of 
making this region one of the top ten places in the 
world to live, learn, work and invest by the year 
2020. NorTech’s major initiatives include aligning 
and connecting technology and innovation leaders 
and resources, securing and leveraging funding for 
early-stage, technology-based projects, and leading 
and nurturing the most promising projects and 
initiatives in an effort to create new industries and a 
more globally-competitive economy.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

North Coast Angel Fund 
 

Claiborne Rankin, Managing Member 
 

737 Bolivar Rd., Suite 3000 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
 

Phone: 800-975-5846 
Website: www.northcoastangelfund.com 
 

North Coast Angel Fund is a contributed capital and 
“sidecar” pre-seed investment fund with a focus on 
early-stage technology investments. NCAF’s target 
average investment is $200,000 to $300,000 and 
typically takes the form of preferred equity 
securities. The fund’s members, which include 
some of the region’s leading investors, 
entrepreneurs and business leaders, play an active 
role by generating deal flow, serving on due 
diligence teams and working with portfolio 
companies. Members offer significant experience 
and expertise in product development, sales, 
marketing, management, information technology 
and follow-on financing.  
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northeast Ohio Four County Planning and 
Development Organization (NEFCO) 
 

Joseph Hadley Jr., Executive Director 
 

180 E. South St. 
Akron, Ohio 44311-2035 
 

Phone: 330-252-0337 
Fax: 330-252-0664 
Website: www.uptuscwatershed.org/
upper_tusc.html 
E-mail:  jhadley@nefcoplanning.org 
 

Formed in 1974 as a council of governments by 
Portage, Stark, Summit and Wayne county elected 
officials, NEFCO is a voluntary organization that 
enables discussion of problems facing the region 
and development of strategies to cope with them. 
NEFCO also serves as a forum through which local, 
state and federal planning programs can be 
coordinated more effectively. Through 
communication, planning, coordination and 
technical assistance, NEFCO addresses issues that 
cross jurisdictional boundaries such as the 
environment, economic development, 
transportation, housing, and land development. 
Through its programs and actions NEFCO serves as 
an advocate for regional cooperation. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEOSA (Northeast Ohio Software Association) 
 

Brad Nellis, Director 
 

The Higbee Building 
100 Public Square, Suite 210 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

Phone: 216-592-2321 
Fax: 216-621-6013 
Website: www.neosa.org 
Email: bnellis@neosa.org 
 

NEOSA is a industry-led, industry-driven 
organization of more than 700 member companies 
that promotes the advancement of the technology 
community and information technology industry of 
Northeast Ohio. In 2004, NEOSA merged with 

COSE. NEOSA's key strategic initiatives include 
information technology industry development, 
member business development, member education 
and training, workforce development and advocacy.   
 
Frequent networking events, educational programs 
and quarterly Technology Forums are offered. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northeast Ohio Trade and Economic 
Consortium (NEOTEC)  
 

Ron DeBarr, President & CEO 
 

Kent State University 
Administrative Services Building 
Kent, Ohio 44242 
 

Phone: 330-672-4080 
Fax: 330-672-2259 
Website: www.neotec.org 
Email: neotec@kent.edu 
 

The Northeast Ohio Trade and Economic 
Consortium is a regional economic development 
partnership formed to promote trade, business 
growth and economic opportunities throughout 
Northeast Ohio.  NEOTEC assists area companies 
through the administration of three important 
programs:  promoting international trade and 
offering cost savings through Foreign-Trade Zone 
#181, providing export counseling assistance 
through the regional International Trade Assistance 
Center, and improving market access through well-
defined logistics initiatives addressed by the 
Northeast Ohio Logistics Network.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northeast Ohio Universities College of Medicine 
(NEOUCOM) 
 

Lois Margaret Nora, M.D., J.D., President and Dean 
 

4209 State Route 44, P.O. Box 95 
Rootstown, Ohio 44272-0095 
 

Phone: 330-325-2511 
Website: www.neoucom.edu 
 

The Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of 
Medicine and Pharmacy are community-based, 
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public institutions focused on the interdisciplinary 
training of health professionals, offering both a 
doctor of medicine and a doctor of pharmacy 
degree. The colleges' educational partners include 
teaching hospitals, community pharmacies, two 
boards of health and four northeast Ohio public 
universities. Through these and other collaborative 
arrangements, the colleges participate in the 
Consortium of Eastern Ohio Master of Public 
Health program and offer graduate-level 
coursework and research opportunities leading to 
master's and doctoral degrees in biomedical 
sciences and biomedical engineering. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northern Ohio IT Alliance 
 

Bob Leach, Braintree Center for Business 
Innovation 
 

201 E. Fifth St. 
Mansfield, Ohio 44902 
 

Phone: 419-525-1614 
Fax: 419-525-3492 
Website: www.noita.org 
Email: bleach@braintreepartners.org 
 

The Northern Ohio IT Alliance was formed to 
provide an opportunity for information technology 
professionals to interact. Ohio has a network of 
regional IT alliances that serve as focal points for IT 
related activities in their areas. The programs 
encourage the growth and development of IT 
businesses and infrastructure in our state. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northern Ohio Minority Business Council 
 

Alexis Clark-Amison, President 
 

737 Bolivar Rd., Suite 4500 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
 

Phone: 216-363-6300  
Fax: 216-363-0001  
Website: nombconline.org 
Email: info@nombconline.org  
 

The Northern Ohio Minority Business Council 
helps minority businesses of all sizes in Northern 

Ohio meet challenges and seize opportunities. 
NOMBC facilitates corporate and minority business 
enterprises relationships, advocates and coordinates 
development efforts, and provides access to 
educational, managerial and technical assistance. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio Department of Development 
 

Lee Fisher, Lt. Governor and Director of 
Development 
 

77 S. High St.  
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6130 
 

Phone: 800-848-1300  
Fax: 614-644-0745 
Website: www.odod.state.oh.us/ 
 

Leah Anglin-Walsh, Regional Director 
Phone: 330-643-3392 
 

Working with communities and businesses, the 
Ohio Department of Development promotes 
economic opportunities to improve the profits and 
prosperity of Ohio's citizens. The department acting 
in a support role provides financial, informational, 
and technical assistance to those making an 
investment in Ohio's future. As a cabinet level 
agency, the department oversees a full portfolio of 
programs, including business attraction and 
retention, small business growth, technology 
commercialization, export promotion, travel 
promotion, energy efficiency, affordable housing, 
community infrastructure, downtown revitalization 
and brownfield clean-up. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio Polymer Strategy Council 
 

Sharell Mikesell, Ph.D., Executive Director 
 

PolymerOhio 
P.O. Box 2098  
Westerville, Ohio 43082 
 

Phone: 330-289-2595 
Website: www.polymerohio.org/ 
Email: SLMikesell01@msn.com 
 

The Ohio Polymer Strategy Council is a united and 
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dynamic group of senior industry, academic and 
government leaders working collectively as a 
driving force to strengthen Ohio's polymer industry 
and to accelerate the transformation of the industry 
to extend its position of global leadership. OPSC 
works to define initiatives of strategic importance, 
assist in setting programming and funding priorities, 
advise the state legislature and industry, stimulate 
investment in Ohio-based research by federal and 
state governments and provide leadership to 
accelerate the commercialization of emerging 
technologies. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio Supercomputer Center 
 

Stanley Ahalt, Ph.D., Executive Director 
 

1224 Kinnear Rd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
 

Phone: 614-292-9248 
Fax: 614-292-7168 
Website: www.osc.edu 
Email: oschelp@osc.edu 
 

The Ohio Supercomputer Center provides 
supercomputing, networking, research and 
educational resources to diverse industry and 
community groups. OSC aims to empower clients, 
partner strategically to develop new research and 
business opportunities, and lead Ohio's knowledge 
economy. The Blue Collar Computing program 
helps small- to medium-sized industries that do not 
currently have the time, money or expertise to 
invest in computational resources. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio TechAngels Fund 
 

John Huston, Director 
Andy Dickson, Managing Member 
 

1275 Kinnear Rd.  
Columbus, Ohio 43212 
 

Phone: 614-939-1503, 614-487-3702 
Website:  www.OhioTechAngels.com 
Email: jh@OhioTechAngels.com  
 

The Ohio TechAngels is a group of more than 200 

active investors, who have launched two separate 
contributed capital funds totaling over $8 million.  
The group seeks to find, fund and mentor Ohio's 
most promising entrepreneurs, who are developing 
high-growth businesses, predominantly in the life 
sciences, information technology and physical 
sciences market sectors. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio Venture Association (OVA) 
 

Benjamin Calkins, President  
 

1120 Chester Ave., Suite 470  
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
 

Phone: 216-566-8884  
Fax: 216-696-2582  
Website: www.ohioventure.org 
Email: admin@ohioventure.org 
 

The Ohio Venture Association is a group of 
Northeast Ohio businesspeople dedicated to 
providing an atmosphere for the interchange of 
ideas on entrepreneurship, new ventures and 
venture capital. The association provides a 
scheduled forum for this interchange. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Polyinsight, LLC 
 

Michael Mallamaci, Ph.D., Director 
 

Akron Industrial Incubator 
526 S. Main St., Suite 414 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-777-0025 
Fax: 330-777-0025 
Website: www.polyinsight.com 
Email: info@polyinsight.com 
 

PolyInsight is an independent analytical services 
company specializing in atomic-force microscopy 
techniques for characterizing the nanostructure of a 
wide variety of materials. Typical applications, 
which can benefit from scanning-probe techniques, 
include the morphology and texture of polymer 
blends; the dispersion of nano-fillers in polymers 
and composites; surface films and functional 
coatings; fiber-reinforced composites; and multi-
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layered materials. PolyInsight offers 
characterization of materials using state-of-the-art 
equipment and Ph.D.-level expertise in the  
interpretation of data, combined with the speed and 
agility of a small analytical services company. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

PolymerOhio, Inc. 
 

Wayne Earley, Executive Director 
 

P.O. Box 2098  
Westerville, Ohio 43082  
 

Phone: 614-776-5720  
Website: www.polymerohio.org 
Email: Info@polymerohio.org 
 

PolymerOhio is an industry connecting and 
networking group that is focused on enhancing the 
global competitiveness and growth of Ohio’s 
plastics, rubber and advanced materials industry. 
PolymerOhio provides a broad range of value-
added programs and services to Ohio’s polymer 
industry and members, representing the entire value 
chain of production from design, materials and 
equipment through toolmakers and processors. 
Including academic institutions, development 
resources and service providers, PolymerOhio’s 
resources have a deep understanding of the polymer 
materials and processes and the products derived 
from these materials.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Portage County Office of Economic 
Development 
 

Diana Fierle, Executive Assistant 
 

128 N. Prospect St. 
Ravenna, Ohio 44266 
 

Phone: 330-297-3470  
Fax: 330-297-3472 
Website: www.portageworkforce.org/pcoed/ 
Email: pcoed@neo.rr.com 
 

The Portage County Office of Economic 
Development encourages business growth and 
assists companies willing to locate in Portage 
County. Services include confidential assistance 

locating, industrial sites and buildings, financing, 
property tax incentives and the Ohio Incentive 
Programs.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sherwin Williams CRADLE 
 

Kent Young, Director of Technology 
 

7650 Hub Pkwy. 
Valley View, Ohio 44125 
 

Phone: 216-515-4670 
Fax: 216-515-7489 
Email: Kent.M.Young@Sherwin.com 
 

The Sherwin Williams CRADLE offers free 
incubator space to companies that agree to give 
Sherwin Williams free access to all technology 
developed there. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

ShoreBank Enterprise 
 

Mary Ann Stropkay, President & CEO 
 

540 E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio  44108 
 

Phone: 216-268-6104 
Fax: 216-268-6124 
Website: www.shorebankenterprisegroup.org 
 

As a nonprofit organization, ShoreBank Enterprise 
Cleveland focuses on business development, with a 
goal of building minority owned businesses to 
generate wealth. ShoreBank’s services include loan 
and equity investments from two enterprise finance 
funds: ShoreBridge Capital and the ShoreGrowth 
Fund. ShoreBank also operates the Glenville 
Enterprise Center with affordable office space and 
business support services. 
 

Enterprise Finance Funds 
Barbara Nagy, Senior Vice President 
Phone: 216-681-8964 
Email: Barbara_Nagy@sbk.com 
 

Glenville Enterprise Center 
Cornel Calhoun III, Enterprise Center Manager 
Phone: 216-681-8963 
Email: cornel_calhoun@sbk.com 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Small Business Administration  
 

The United States Small Business Administration 
helps Americans start, build and grow businesses. 
Since its founding in 1953, SBA has delivered 
about 20 million loans, loan guarantees, contracts, 
counseling sessions and other forms of assistance to 
small businesses.  
 

Akron District Office 
 

One Cascade Plaza # 1 
Akron, Ohio 44308 

Phone: 330-379-3163 
 

Cleveland District Office 
 

Gilbert Goldberg, District Director   
 

1350 Euclid Ave., Suite 211 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
 

Phone: 216-522-4180 
Fax: 216-522-2038 
Website: www.sba.gov/localresources/district/oh/
cleveland/index.html 
Email: cleveland@sba.gov 
 

SBA's Cleveland District Office serves 28 counties 
in northern Ohio, providing financial, technical and 
contracting assistance to entrepreneurs. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Small Business Development Center 
 

Mary Ann Jasionowki, CBA, Director Summit-
Medina Alliance 
 

526 S. Main St., Suite 813 
Akron, Ohio 44311 
 

Phone: 330-375-2111 
Fax: 330-375-2175 
Website: www.sba.gov/localresources/district/oh/
cleveland/index.html  
Email: maj@akronsbdc.org  
 

Ohio’s Small Business Development Centers strive 
to provide high-quality, customer-driven business 
consulting, eduation and information to help clients 

achieve their growth plans. SBDC also serves as a 
link to other local, state and national business 
service providers. Services include general and 
specialty counseling, business plan development, 
financial analysis, capital resource information, 
business workshops and seminars, management 
training and strategic planning. 
 

International Trade Assistance Center Program 
 

Located in six Small Business Development 
Centers throughout the state, the International Trade 
Assistance Center Program offers expert business 
consulting, trade lead development, international 
market research and marketing plan development 
assistance, direct or indirect export strategic plan 
development assistance and market readiness 
assessment. The program also provides export 
resource and reference materials, and overseas trade 
shows and missions access.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Stark Development Board, Inc. 
 

Steve Paquette, President 
 

116 Cleveland Ave. NW 
Canton, Ohio 44702 
 

Phone: 330-453-5900 
Fax: 330-453-1793 
Website: www.starkcoohio.com/ 
Email: steve@starkcoohio.com 
 

Stark Development Board, Inc. offers incentives 
and financing for businesses willing to expand or 
relocate to Stark County and works closely with 
area realtors, Chambers of Commerce, developers 
and private owners to keep the county's most 
accurate, up-to-date listing of available properties. 
SDB also provides assistance in business 
networking and workforce development. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Stark State College of Technology 
 

John O'Donnell, Ph.D., President 
 

6200 Frank Ave. NW 
North Canton, Ohio  44720 
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Phone: 330-966-5450, 800-797-8275 
Website: www.starkstate.edu 
Email: info@starkstate.edu 
 

Stark State College of Technology is a two-year, 
fully accredited, state college offering associate 
degrees, one-year certificates and certificates of 
advanced competency in business technologies, 
engineering technologies, health technologies, 
information technologies, public service 
technologies and general studies. The college also 
offers contract training services at the college or on-
site at companies and continuing education. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summa Health Systems 
 

Steven Schmidt, Director of Research 
 

Akron City Hospital 
525 E. Market St. 
Akron, Ohio 44304-1619 
 

Phone: 330-375-3693 
Website: www.summahealth.org 
Email: schmidts@summa-health.org 
 

Summa Health professionals conduct benchtop, 
laboratory, preclinical and clinical evaluations of 
new medical devices and drugs, as well as 
performing biocompatibility testing. Summa puts 
individual researchers and businesses in contact 
with medical professionals who can help with 
suggesting possible applications for new 
technologies. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summit Business Partnership 
 

Scott Wagner, Program Manager  
 

Phone: 330-643-7769 
Website: www.co.summit.oh.us/executive/
summitbuspartpgm.htm 
 

Modeled after successful private sector customer 
satisfaction programs, the Summit Business 
Partnership is a service delivery system to satisfy, 
retain and grow businesses already located in 
Summit County. The program includes face-to-face 
meetings between business owners and outreach 

personnel, a team of government and economic 
development service providers, and a technology 
system that enables members of the partnership to 
share information and respond quickly to needs of 
other businesses.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summit College 
 

Stanley Silverman, Dean 
 

Polsky Building, Room 301  
Akron, Ohio 44325-6501  
 

Phone: 330-972-7221  
Fax: 330-972-6952 
Website: www.uakron.edu/colleges/summit/ 
 

Summit College helps to further the goals and 
purposes of The University of Akron by 
emphasizing a relentless focus on the learner, and a 
commitment to providing all students with the tools 
necessary to succeed. Summit College provides 
students with the means to examine academic and 
career opportunities considering interests, abilities 
and achievements, as well as a philosophy of 
learning as a lifelong experience. The college offers 
quality instruction with credentialed, qualified and 
experienced professors who routinely use the 
greater Akron community as a "laboratory" for 
achieving educational goals. Summit College also 
provides industry, business, government agencies, 
health-care establishment and human service 
occupations with pre-service and in-service training 
for entry-level positions or advancement in 
employment. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summit County Department of Community & 
Economic Development 
 

Patrick D'Andrea, Director 
 

Phone: 330-643-2552  
Fax: 330-643-2886  
Website: www.co.summit.oh.us/executive/dev.htm 
Email: pdandrea@summitoh.net 
 

The Summit County Department of Community & 
Economic Development has assisted hundreds of 



36 

 

businesses with tax incentives, which resulted in 
retaining and creating thousands of jobs. In an effort 
to assist companies in new technology, SCDCED 
offers a technology-training grant to fund programs 
through which employees will learn skills to better 
compete in today's economy. The department also 
offers programs to assist communities and various 
non-profit organizations in completing local 
projects that otherwise may have been postponed. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summit County Job and Family Services 
 

Sarah Kisner, Director  
 

47 N. Main St. 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
 

Phone: 330-643-8200  
Fax: 330-643-7243  
Website: www.co.summit.oh.us/executive/DJAFS/
jafs.htm 
Email: kisnes@odjfs.state.oh.us  
  

The Department of Job and Family Services is at 
the forefront of the county's welfare reform effort. 
The primary goal of the department is to assist 
citizens in obtaining and maintaining employment, 
including providing education and training in areas 
that will best suit the clients to find gainful 
employment.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summit County Port Authority 
 

Christopher Burnham, President & Executive 
Director 
 

One Cascade Plaza, 18th Floor 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
 

Phone: 330-762-4776 
Fax: 330-762-5178 
Website: www.summitportauthority.org/  
Email: c.burnham@summitportauthority.org 
 

The Summit County Port Authority provides cost-
effective, tax-exempt and taxable financing and 
trade advantages to businesses expanding or 
relocating in or near the county. The Port Authority 
provides its financing throughout Northeast Ohio. 

Through management of several foreign-trade zone 
sites, and working with local communities, the Port 
Authority strives to enhance community develop-
ment and quality of life in Northeast Ohio. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Team NEO 
 

Carin Rockind, Vice President, Marketing and 
Communications 

 

737 Bolivar Rd., Suite 2000 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115  
 

Phone: 216-363-5400  
Fax: 216-363-5401 
Website: www.teamneo.org 
Email: teamneo@teamneo.org 
 

Team NEO markets Northeast Ohio to attract 
business investment in targeted industry clusters. As 
a joint venture of the largest metro chambers, 
representing 4 million people in 16 counties, Team 
NEO serves as a central resource, informing and 
serving those considering investment in Northeast 
Ohio.   
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

United States Export Assistance Center 
 

Heather McAdam 
 

Kent State University 
Administrative Services Building 
Kent, Ohio 44242 
 

Phone: 330-678-0695 
Fax: 330-678-0646 
Website: http://www.buyusa.gov/northeastohio/
akronuseac.html 
Email: heather.mcadam@N0SPAM.mail.doc.gov 
 

Representing the U.S. Department of Commerce in 
northern Ohio, the Northeast Ohio United States 
Export Assistance Centers seek to provide 
comprehensive solutions to international trade 
challenges. USEACs help U.S. firms realize their 
export potential through a range of services that 
include expert counseling, advice and advocacy, 
research on overseas markets and industries, 
promotion of companies' products and services in 
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overseas markets and finding international partners. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

University Park Alliance 
 

Ken Stapleton, Senior Economic Development 
Advisor and Director University Park Alliance 
 

Office of the President 
Buchtel Hall, Room 210 
The University of Akron 
Akron, Ohio 44325-6238 
 

Phone: 330-972-8859 
Fax: 330-972-5453 
Website: www.upakron.com  
Email: info@upakron.com 
 

The mission of the University Park Alliance (UPA) 
is to revitalize the diverse neighborhoods in a 40-
block area immediately surrounding the University 
of Akron, through engaging the community and 
catalyzing real estate & business investment. UPA 
was established through a major grant from The 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and is 
comprised of partners including The University of 
Akron, City of Akron, Summa Health System, 
Akron Beacon Journal, Akron Metropolitan 
Housing Authority, the Greater Akron Chamber, 
Akron Public Schools, and the University Park 
Development Corporation.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Young Professionals of Akron 
 

P.O. Box 80064 
Akron, Ohio 44308-0064 
 

Website: www.ypakron.org 
 

Young Professionals of Akron is a non-profit 
organization focused on connecting young 
professionals through community and social events.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Youngstown Business Incubator (YBI) 
 

James Cossler, Chief Evangelist 
 

241 Federal Plaza West 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 
 

Phone: 330-884-6262 
Website: www.ybi.org 
Email: jcossler@ybi.org 
 

The Youngtown Business Incubator is a charitable, 
non-profit corporation, funded in part by the Ohio 
Department of Development. Its primary mission is 
to accelerate the startup and growth rates of scalable 
technology-based businesses in the greater 
Mahoning Valley, with a focus on the development 
of business to business  software application 
companies. All services, including furnished office 
space, are provided at no cost to qualified startup 
companies. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Youngstown State University 
 

One University Plaza  
Youngstown, Ohio 44555 
 

Phone: 330-941-3000 
Website: www.ysu.edu 
Email: info@ysu.edu 
 

Youngstown State University provides open access 
to high-quality education through a broad range of 
affordable certificate, associate, baccalaureate, and 
graduate programs. The university is dedicated to 
outstanding teaching, scholarship and service and to 
forging connections among these three interactive 
components of its mission. YSU is also committed 
to fostering student-faculty relationships that enrich 
teaching and learning, develop scholarship, and 
encourage public service, as well as advancing the 
intellectual, cultural and economic life of the state 
and region. 
 

College of Engineering & Technology 
 

Phone: 330-941-3009 
Website: certt.eng.ysu.edu/ 
 

YSU Metro College 
 

Southwoods Commons 
100 DeBartolo Place, Suite 200 
Youngstown, Ohio 44512  
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Phone: 330-941-2465 
Fax: 330-965-5811 
Website: www.ysu.edu/metro 
Email: ysumetro@cc.ysu.edu 
 

YSU Metro College offers opportunities for 
workforce development and continuing education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For updated information on Northeast Ohio wealth 
creation resources, visit www.uakron.edu/research. 
 
To submit an organization to be considered for 
inclusion in the next edition of this guide, email 
eb38@uakron.edu. 
 

 
About the cover photo: 
Marc Imhoff, a biologist at 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, was interested in 
measuring the spatial extent of 
urbanization rather than population 
counts. He reasoned that satellite 

pictures of city lights would serve that purpose. 
Thus, the brightest areas of the Earth are the most 
urbanized, but not necessarily the most populated. 
See more at visibleearth.nasa.gov. 
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