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HOW TO READ A DARS WEB AUDIT 
 

DARS STANDS FOR DEGREE AUDIT REPORTING SYSTEM. THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON WAS ONE OF THE 

FIRST SCHOOLS IN OHIO TO IMPLEMENT THE SYSTEM CREATED BY THE MIAMI UNIVERISTY OF OHIO. 

ALONG WITH THE DEGREE AUDIT MODULE, UA INCORPORATED THE TRANSFER APPLICATION MODULE 

IN 1996. THE TRANSFER TABLES CONTAIN OVER 85,000 RULES FROM OVER 1800 INSTITUTIONS. 

 

THE DARSWeb AUDIT IS VIEWED FROM THE DARSWeb SITE. FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO RUN AND 

PRINT A DARSWEB AUDIT, PLEASE SEE www.uakron.edu/registrar/DARSstudents1.php. 

 
 

 

1. THE HEADING INCLUDES PERSONAL INFORMATION, SUCH AS THE STUDENT’S NAME, ID, COLLEGE 

AND PROGRAM.  ALSO, THE DATE AND TIME THE AUDIT WAS RUN APPEARS HERE. THIS MAKES IT 

EASIER TO TRACK CHANGES. 

 

THE CATALOG YEAR FIELD CONTAINS A 5 DIGIT NUMBER. THE FIRST FOUR NUMBERS REPRESENT THE 

YEAR - IN THIS CASE 2005 - AND THE LAST DIGIT REPRESENTS THE TERM - 1 FOR SPRING; 3 FOR SUMMER; 

AND 7 FOR FALL.  
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2. DISCLAIMER - EVEN THOUGH DARS IS AN AUTOMATED PROCESS, THERE ARE ALWAYS 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULES AND INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY ARISE. 

THEREFORE, THE DISCLAIMER REMINDS THE STUDENT TO CONSULT WITH THEIR ADVISOR IF 

THEY DON’T AGREE WITH THE AUDIT OR HAVE QUESTIONS. 

 

IT ALSO STATES THAT ULTIMATELY THE STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLYING WITH 

ALL UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS.  
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3. THREE DIFFERENT STATEMENTS MAY APPEAR IN THE GENERAL NOTE. 

FIRST, “ALL REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFIED” WHICH MEANS ALL OF THE 

REQUIREMENTS ARE PRECEDED BY AN  AND ALL OF THE SUB-REQUIREMENTS ARE 

PRECEDED BY A PLUS SIGN.  

 
THE SECOND MESSAGE IS “ALL REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFIED --- RG AND IP COURSES 

USED”. THIS INDICATES UPON THE SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF THE CURRENTLY 

REGISTERED COURSEWORK, ALL THE REQUIREMENTS WILL BE SATISFIED. 

 
THE FINAL MESSAGE IS “AT LEAST ONE REQUIREMENT HAS NOT BEEN SATISFIED”. THIS 

INDICATES THAT AT LEAST ONE REQUIREMENT AND/OR SUB-REQUIREMENT IS PRECEDED BY 

 .  
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4. THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON GRADUATION REQUIREMENT IS DEGREE LEVEL SPECIFIC – 

ASSOCIATES, BACHELORS, GRADUATE, ETC. IT INCLUDES THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS, 

THE GPA REQUIREMENT AND THE TOTAL UNITS REQUIREMENT. “IN PROGRESS” HOURS ARE 

INLCUDED IN “CREDITS TAKEN” AND “CREDITS ADDED”.  
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5. THE EXCEPTION LEGEND ONLY APPEARS ON THE AUDIT WHEN AN EXCEPTION HAS BEEN 

MADE FOR A COURSE OR REQUIREMENT. FOR A MORE COMPLETE EXPLANATION OF EACH 

EXCEPTION, SEE APPENDIX “A”. 

 
 

6. THE “APPLY FOR GRADUATION” REMINDER APPEARS AFTER A BACHELORS DEGREE 

STUDENT HAS COMPLETED 80 HOURS OF WORK OR AFTER AN ASSOCIATES DEGREE 

CANDIDATE COMPLETES 32 HOURS OF WORK. THIS MESSAGE LISTS THE GRADUATION 

APPLICATION DEADLINES FOR ALL THREE COMMENCEMENTS.  
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7. DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES APPEAR PRIOR TO THE GENERAL EDUCATION 

REQUIREMENTS. THESE ARE COURSES THAT OFFER SUPPORT FOR REQUIRED CLASSES. NO 

CREDIT IS GIVEN FOR SUCH COURSES.  
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8. THE GENERAL EDUCATION OR GENERAL STUDIES OR HONORS REQUIREMENTS ARE 

INCLUDED ON ALL AUDITS FOR BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS. GENERAL EDUCATION 

CONSISTS OF 8 REQUIREMENTS. SOME ARE LISTED HERE. FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING 

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.  
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9. THE DEGREE GRANTING COLLEGE LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STUDENT’S 

ACADEMIC PLAN CONTAIN INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO THE STUDENT’S MAJOR. THIS SECTION 

OFTEN STARTS WITH REQUIREMENTS UNIQUE TO THE DEGREE GRANTING COLLEGE.  
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10.  COURSES THAT DO NOT AUTOMATICALLY FILL ANY REQUIREMENT ARE COLLECTED IN 

ONE PLACE THAT WE CALL THE HUNGRY ELECTIVE. THIS IS A HANDY FEATURE OF DARS. 

INSTEAD OF LOOKING THROUGH THE ENTIRE TRANSCRIPT TO FIND WHAT COURSES HAVE 

NOT BEEN USED, THE STUDENT AND THEIR ADVISOR CAN SEE THIS ABBREVIATED LIST AND 

DETERMINE IF ANY OF THESE COURSES CAN BE USED ELSEWHERE ON THE AUDIT. IF SO, A 

PROCESS IS PERFORMED THAT WILL FORCE A SPECIFIC COURSE INTO A SPECIFIC 

REQUIREMENT. THEREAFTER, EACH TIME THE AUDIT IS RUN, THAT COURSE WILL CONTINUE 

TO FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT.  
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11. THE EXCEPTION RECORD LISTS COURSE SUBSTITUTIONS AND PSEUDO SUBSTITUTIONS. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EXCEPTIONS, PLEASE SEE APPENDIX “A”.  

 



HOW TO READ A DARS 3 5 Web AUDIT - StudentsCreated on 4/1/2008 10:16 AM Page 11 

 
 

12. THE TRANSCRIPT RECORD IS TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE STUDENT’S OFFICIAL ACADEMIC 

HISTORY RECORD. IT IS LISTED BY ACADEMIC YEAR AND INCLUDES THE GPA FOR THAT YEAR.  

 
A SUMMARY OF HOURS AND OFFICIAL GPA FOLLOWS THE RECORD.  
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13. A LIST OF DEGREES AWARDED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON FOLLOWS THE GPA 

SUMMARY. IN THE FUTURE, WE HOPE TO REPORT DEGREES RECEIVED FROM OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS.  
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14. THE REQUIREMENT AND GRADE LEGEND APPEARS ON EVERY AUDIT. IT EXPLAINS WHAT 

THE SYMBOLS AND LETTERS IN THE AUDIT STAND FOR.  
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15. THE BOTTOM DISCLAIMER ENCOURAGES THE STUDENT TO SPEAK TO THEIR ADVISOR IF 

THEY HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AUDIT.  
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SYMBOLS MOST FREQUENTLY FOUND THROUGHOUT AN AUDIT 
 
 

        Requirement is complete. 
 

   Requirement is not complete. 
 
+   Sub-requirement is complete. 
 
-   Sub-requirement is not complete. 
 

   In-process course work 
 

  Planned courses used to complete requirement 
 
 
 

 
 

“RG” COURSE WORK 
 
 
Please note that DARS looks at RG courses (currently 
registered courses) and treats them like they have 
fulfilled a requirement. 
 
 
If a student did not pass a RG course or dropped the 
course, the audit will look different the next time it 
is run. 
The requirement will revert back to a . 
 
 
It is important to stress to students that as long as 
they are registered for a course DARS treats that 
course as fulfilling a requirement but the student must 
complete and pass the course. 
 

 



HOW TO READ A DARS 3 5 Web AUDIT - StudentsCreated on 4/1/2008 10:16 AM Page 16 

Appendix “A” – Exception Codes 
Lo

ng
 D

es
cr

ip
tio

n 

S
ub

st
itu

te
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 re

co
rd

 fo
r a

 p
se

ud
o 

co
ur

se
 in

 th
e 

su
b-

re
qu

ire
m

en
t's

 A
cc

ep
t/R

ej
ec

t c
ou

rs
e 

st
rin

g.
 

S
ub

st
itu

te
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 re

co
rd

 fo
r a

 p
se

ud
o 

co
ur

se
 in

 th
e 

su
b-

re
qu

ire
m

en
t's

 A
cc

ep
t/R

ej
ec

t c
ou

rs
e 

st
rin

g.
  U

se
d 

on
ly

 fo
r t

ra
ns

fe
r c

ou
rs

es
. 

S
ub

st
itu

te
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 re

co
rd

 fo
r o

ne
 in

 th
e 

su
br

eq
ui

re
m

en
t's

 
A

cc
ep

t/R
ej

ec
t c

ou
rs

e 
st

rin
g.

 B
ot

h 
co

ur
se

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
us

ed
 fo

r c
om

pa
ris

on
.  

Th
e 

co
ur

se
 

co
nd

iti
on

 c
od

es
 c

an
 a

ls
o 

be
 a

ss
ig

ne
d 

or
 re

m
ov

ed
. 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

us
in

g 
C

ou
rs

e 
Ti

tle
 C

he
ck

 (u
se

d 
fo

r c
ou

rs
e 

nu
m

be
rs

.) 

A
ss

ig
n 

a 
co

ur
se

 to
 a

 s
pe

ci
fic

 s
ub

-r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t's
 p

se
ud

o 
co

ur
se

.  
U

se
d 

to
 fo

rc
e 

a 
co

ur
se

 
in

to
 a

 s
ub

-r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t. 

R
ep

la
ce

 a
 m

ar
ke

r r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t (
on

 p
ro

gr
am

) w
ith

 a
no

th
er

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t w

hi
ch

 is
 u

ni
qu

e 
fo

r 
th

at
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 s
tu

de
nt

. 

S
ub

st
itu

te
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 re

co
rd

 fo
r o

ne
 in

 th
e 

su
b-

re
qu

ire
m

en
t's

 
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 c
ou

rs
e 

st
rin

g.
 O

nl
y 

th
e 

re
pl

ac
em

en
t c

ou
rs

e 
w

ill 
be

 u
se

d 
fo

r c
om

pa
ris

on
.  

Th
e 

co
ur

se
 c

on
di

tio
n 

co
de

s 
ca

n 
al

so
 b

e 
as

si
gn

ed
 o

r r
em

ov
ed

. 

D
el

et
es

 a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 c

ou
rs

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
A

cc
ep

t/R
ej

ec
t c

ou
rs

e 
st

rin
g 

of
 a

 s
ub

-re
qu

ire
m

en
t. 

In
se

rt 
a 

co
ur

se
 o

r c
ou

rs
es

  i
nt

o 
su

b-
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
.  

R
ep

la
ce

 p
se

ud
o-

na
m

es
 w

ith
 

cu
st

om
iz

ed
 A

cc
ep

t/R
ej

ec
t c

ou
rs

e 
st

rin
gs

. 

"S
w

ap
" o

ne
 c

ou
rs

e 
fo

r a
no

th
er

 o
n 

th
e 

"S
el

ec
t F

ro
m

" l
in

es
; c

an
 s

w
ap

 b
ef

or
e 

O
R

 a
fte

r 
st

ud
en

t t
ak

es
 th

e 
co

ur
se

. 

U
pd

at
es

 c
on

tro
l f

ie
ld

s 
on

 a
 re

qu
ire

m
en

t o
r s

ub
-r

eq
ui

re
m

en
t. 

 

S
ys

te
m

 C
on

di
tio

n 
C

od
e 

S
et

/R
es

et
. 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

w
/T

itl
e 

C
he

ck
--

-"
no

te
" f

ie
ld

 b
ec

om
es

 fi
el

d 
to

 in
se

rt 
th

e 
tit

le
 o

f c
ou

rs
e 

ne
ed

ed
; (

us
ed

 w
ith

 p
se

ud
os

). 

S
ub

st
itu

te
 a

 c
ou

rs
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

st
ud

en
t's

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 re

co
rd

 fo
r o

ne
 in

 th
e 

su
b-

re
qu

ire
m

en
t's

 
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 c
ou

rs
e 

st
rin

g.
 O

nl
y 

th
e 

re
pl

ac
em

en
t c

ou
rs

e 
w

ill 
be

 u
se

d 
fo

r c
om

pa
ris

on
.  

U
se

d 
on

ly
 fo

r t
ra

ns
fe

r c
ou

rs
es

.  

U
se

d 
to

 s
at

is
fy

 a
 n

on
-c

ou
rs

e 
su

b-
re

qu
ire

m
en

t. 

S
et

 S
tu

de
nt

's
 D

eg
re

e 
P

ro
gr

am
 a

nd
/o

r C
at

al
og

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n.

 

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

P
se

ud
o 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

P
se

ud
o 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

(T
ra

ns
fe

r)
 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

us
in

g 
C

ou
rs

e 
Ti

tle
 C

he
ck

 

S
ub

 R
eq

. P
se

ud
o 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n.

  

S
et

 M
ar

ke
r R

eq
ui

re
m

en
t. 

 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n.

   

R
eq

ui
re

m
en

t D
el

et
io

n.
  

R
eq

ui
re

m
en

t M
od

ifi
ca

tio
n.

   

R
eq

ui
re

m
en

t S
w

ap
 

R
eq

ui
re

m
en

t U
pd

at
e.

   

S
ys

te
m

 C
on

di
tio

n 
C

od
e 

S
et

/R
es

et
. 

P
se

ud
o 

C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n 

w
/T

itl
e 

C
he

ck
 

Tr
an

sf
er

 C
ou

rs
e 

S
ub

st
itu

tio
n.

 

W
ai

ve
 P

se
ud

o 

Y
ea

r /
 T

er
m

 S
et

 

C
on

tr
ol

 
C

od
e 

$C
 

$T
 

C
S

 

C
T 

C
U

 

M
N

 

R
C

 

R
D

 

R
M

 

R
S

 

R
U

 

S
Q

 

S
T 

TC
 

W
P

 

Y
T 

 


