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Project Spotlight:  

 Rubber City Rollergirls  

   Rubber City Rollergirls, Inc. is 

a womenõs roller derby team 

whose goal is to further the 

sport of Roller Derby by 

inspiring a renewed interest in 

roller skating, providing family-

oriented recreation, and 

supporting local charities who 

serve socially and economically 

underprivileged women and 

children. 

   The Rubber City Rollergirls 

(RCRG) organization is in need 

of creative/graphic design 

services for marketing materials 

such as promotional posters and 

flyers. These materials will be 

used for the entire roller derby 

season and distributed to media 

throughout the community.  

   In addition, RCRG  needs 

someone to design program booklets 

for each roller derby bout.  The design 

and  cover of the program booklet 

varies with each bout, so there are 

ample opportunities to showcase 

student work. Program booklets are 

distributed to all who attend bouts. 

If you are interested in this service-

learning opportunity, contact the 

Institute for Teaching and Learning. 

 

Looking for a  

Service-Learning  

Project? 
 
The Institute for Teaching 

and Learning recently posted 
a list of available projects. All 

projects are with local 
community organizations 

and cover a wide range of 
topics from creative writing, 

video design and production, 
mentoring young adults, and 
working with immigrant 

children, to program 
evaluation and data analysis.   

View the list at: 

www.uakron.edu/itl/sl/ 

A Service-Learning Newsletter  

The University of Akron  

These are just some of the projects available for your class.  

Visit our website for more information. 



University of Akron Pre-nursing club 

 
    Sheri also teams up with faculty 

members Karen Fitzgerald and Amber 

Murray to help high school students 

learn about nursing as a career. The 

high school students come to the 

College of Nursing Learning Resource 

Center once a month to learn specific 

skills used in the nursing field. In 

addition,  senior level nursing students 

     Sheri Acierto leads several 

service-learning projects in the 

College of Nursing.  Sheri requires 

senior level nursing students to 

conduct a pre-nursing club for 

fourth grade students at a local 

elementary school. This program 

educates children on the roles of 

healthcare providers and teaches 

about healthy lifestyles focusing on 
body, mind and spirit. In addition, 

these nursing students provide 

health education throughout the 

day for all the grades at the same 

elementary school.  This program is 

continued throughout the academic 

year and includes other UA faculty 

members and other elementary 

schools. Dr. Mary Agnes Kendra 

and Amber Murray lead additional 

service-learning projects. 

teach the high school students skills 

such as taking vital signs, listening to 

the heart and lungs with a 

stethoscope, using  simulation 

mannequins, inserting IVs via virtual 

reality (always the class favorite), first 

aid treatment, and wound care. This 

experience gives nursing students the 

opportunity to mentor and teach 

younger students about the field in 

which they are very passionate. 
      In addition, Sheri has teamed up 

with Dr. Carolyn Berhman at an 

elementary school. They are using In-

Stride exercise cycles with fourth 

grade students to assess if there is a 

relationship between exercise and 

staying focused. 

Highlighting Faculty: Sheri Acierto 

counter the high failure rate of small 

businesses by providing them with legal 

and business planning tools.  The NBLC 

and its students help produce more 

stable businesses that contribute to the 

economic growth of our communities. 

     Since its inception, the NBLC has 

been instrumental in helping create 

over one-hundred (100) limited liability 

companies, and twenty (20) for-profit 
corporations for-profit and has aided in 

the administration of six (6) nonprofit 

corporations, all of which are located in 

the greater Stark/Summit County com-

munity. The NBLC conservatively esti-

mates that it has been involved in creat-

ing or maintaining at least three-

hundred jobs in the community. 

mation to clients. The NBLC pro-

vides low-cost legal assistance to 

businesses that might not other-

wise be able to afford legal services 

and that have been in operation 

less than five (5) years and with 

gross annual revenues less than 

$100,000. 

     Small business creation is an 

essential part of local community 
economic development.  As a part-

ner in the community, the NBLC 

and its students encourage eco-

nomic independence and self-

sufficiency through entrepreneur-

ship, with a special emphasis on 

women and minorities.  An impor-

tant goal of the NBLC is to help 

     Stephen Cook facilitates service-

learning as the director of UAõs 

New Business Legal Clinic (NBLC). 

The NBLC is a group of second and 

third-year law students who assist 

people with legal issues pertaining to 

new businesses. 

     NBLC students provide low-cost 

legal and business assistance to small 

and emerging businesses in greater 
Stark and Summit counties. Under 

the supervision of a licensed attor-

ney, NBLC students provide non-

litigation, transactional legal and 

business advice including business 

planning, employment, contract/

lease, tax and entity formation infor-

Stephen Cook 

     In a unique display of 

community based research and 

service-learning, Dr. Carolyn 

Behrmanõs Anthropology class 

partnered with an urban 

elementary school to measure 

the eating patterns of children. 

UA students collected data by 

observing the lunchtime habits 

of forth grade students. The 
UA students then worked with 

fifth grade students to do some 

of the basic math calculations 

needed to process their 

observations. Participants 

discovered that children ate 

more at the end of the month 

than at the beginning of the 

month. Speculations could be 

made from the data that children 

ate more at the end of the 

month at school as a result of 

strained resources for food at 

home. This was later confirmed 

when the elementary students 
were interviewed. 

     This service-learning project 

made the lack of food availability 

visible to everyone involved. It 

also enhanced the research skills 

of both UA and elementary students. 

     Carolyn has been a full time faculty 

member in Anthropology since 1998, 

but was introduced to the idea of 

service-learning in 1994 as a graduate 

student at the University of 

Pennsylvania. She was asked to teach 

a service-learning course on urban 

communities and health and 

discovered that she loved it. Since 
then, she has tried to use service-

learning in all her classes--whenever it 

can be applied. 

Highlighting Faculty: Carolyn Behrman 

Highlighting Faculty: Stephen Cook 

Carolyn Behrman  
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Sheri Acierto 



    Thursday, October 29th and 

Friday, October 30th, 2009 more 

than 150 people gathered for the 

second annual Engage to Learn, 

Learn to Engage: A Service-

Learning and Community 

Engagement Institute. 

Representatives from The 

University of Akron, Kent State 

University, Baldwin-Wallace 
College and various non-profit 

organizations in the community 

gathered to network and learn 

more about service-learning. 

Throughout the conference 

leaders in the field provided 

theoretical and practical 

information about service-learning. 

Speakers included Dr. Jen Gilbride-

Brown from Ohio Campus 

Compact, Dr. Byron White from 

Xavier University, Dr. Theresa 

Beyerle from The University of 

Akron, and Dr. Barbara Holland 

from The University of Sydney. 

On Thursday, members of a funding 

panel responded to questions about 

how grants can work with service-

learning. The panel, facilitated by 

Beth Houseman of the University 

Park Alliance, included Donae C. 

Eckert, Vice President of Programs 

at Akron Community Foundation; 

Dr. Jen Gilbride-Brown, Senior 

Highlights from the Engage to Learn: Learn to Engage Institute  

 Community Research  Resource: The ARM LAB 

ITL Receives GLISTEN Grant  

Behrman, Associate Professor of 

Anthropology; and Karyn 

Bobkoff Katz, Honors College. 

Ann Gosky and Conni Dubick 

presented examples of projects 

from Kent State University. 

Fridayõs luncheon included a 

special presentation of the Color 

Line Project ð Performing Race: 

Stories of Akron and the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

     During the Partnership 

Building workshop, Rose Baker, 

representing St. Bernardõs 

Hispanic community, and 

Morgan Robison, Instructor of 

Spanish in UAõs Dept. of 

Modern Languages, 

brainstormed on how to build 

their new collaboration.   

  
At left: Morgan Robison and 

Rose Baker brainstorm. 

Program Director for Faculty & 

Campus Development of Ohio 

Campus Compact; Dr. Joanne 

Caniglia, Associate Professor, 

Mathematics Education at Kent 

State University; and Holli 

Mallak, MNO of the Barberton 

Community Foundation. 

Afterwards, faculty and 

community partners had the 
opportunity to network with 

panelists. 

     On Friday, breakout 

sessions highlighted success 

stories of service-learning from 

The University of Akron and 

Kent State University. UA 

presenters included Danielle 

Bentley, Honors College; Greg 

Dieringer, Assistant Dean of 

University College; Deborah 

Walker, Instructor, Curricular 

& Instructional Studies; Carolyn 

ñBy incorporating service-learning 

into courses such as biology, 

geology, and other environmental 

studies, we will expose our students 

to issues that will enhance their 

learning while fostering civic 

engagement.ò 

 ~ Dr. Theresa S. Beyerle 

     Throughout this project, 

collaborating faculty will 

incorporate service-learning to 

improve understanding of the 

link between watershed 

processes and the health of the 

Great Lakes. Students will also 

explore STEM field career 

paths that contribute to the 

sustainability of the Northeast 
Ohio region through  

stewardship of the Lake Erie 

ecosystem. 

     The Cluster, lead by 

Theresa Beyerle and Greg 

Smith of The University of 

Akron, includes Case Western 

Reserve University, Cuyahoga 

Community College, Hiram 

College, Oberlin College and 

Baldwin-Wallace College.   The 

project, funded by the National 

Center for Science and Civic 
Engagement, will run from 

January to December of 2010. 

     The Institute for Teaching 

and Learning has recently 

received the Northeast Ohio 

GLISTEN Collaborative Cluster 

grant. The Northeast Ohio 

GLISTEN Collaborative Cluster 

brings together students and 

faculty from six institutions of 

higher education with a 

common goal of promoting 
environmental stewardship of 

the Great Lakes watershed. 

education, political science, 

statistics, communications, 

anthropology, law, and nursing. 

     For more information about 

uses, services, and fees to use the 

equipment visit their website: 

http://www3.uakron.edu/arm/ 

The ARM lab is located on the 

second floor of Olin Hall in room 

273 across the hall from the 

Department of Classical Studies, 

Anthropology & Archaeology.  

     The Active Research Methods 

(ARM) Lab is a laboratory space that 

supports community-based research 

and service-learning initiatives so that 

undergraduate and graduate students 

can gain first-hand experience with 

research design, data collection and 

management and data analysis. 

     Students can use the lab for 

research design, studying human 

behavior, data collection, focus groups, 

interviews, observations, report 

writing, surveys, and data analysis. The 

ARM lab offers unique research tools 

and can be utilized by many different 

disciplines, such as sociology, 

One way mirrors 

were installed so 

that  teachers can 

illustrate individual 

or group interview 

techniques.  

Computers for 

research with soft-

ware that includes 

NVivo 7, Atlas.ti, 

SPSS, SYSTAT, 

Excel and AN-

THROPAC.   
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