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òCONCRETEó continued on page 10  

Students in Dr. David Rokeõs materials 

lab enjoyed two contests during the fall 

semester. The main event for the 

semester was a seven-day cure concrete 

design competition in October. The 

students were limited on the amount of 

cement that they are allowed to use (½ 

lb.) and were given the goal of producing 

the strongest mixture possible. It was up 

to the students to figure out what type 

and quantity of aggregates, admixtures, 

and other ingredients to use in their 

mixes. The student teams met for two-

hour sessions each week over the course 

of a four-week period as part of the class, 

but most dedicated additional time to the 

project, according to Department of Civil 

Engineering senior technician Dave 

McVaney. òThey spend hours upon hours 

of extra time trying new things and 

learning how it changes the mix. They 

come in on different days, they stay late, 

and they really get competitive and 

creative.ó 

òDuring this time, it is amazing how 

much the students get out of this lab 

session,ó says McVaney. òI've never seen 

so many students that completely 

enjoyed what they were doing in school.ó 

Concrete Design Competitors  

Mix It Up  

Winners of the pour competition were (L -R) Brandy Yoho, Clint Cochran,  

Ryan Fleming, and Katie Kitner.   


