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Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting of February 7, 2013 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate took place Thursday, February 7, 2013 in room 201 of 
Buckingham.  Senate Chair William D. Rich called the meeting to order at 3:08 pm. 

Of the current roster of 61 Senators, 35 were present for this meeting.  Senators S. Clark, Klein, Koskey, 
Scotto and Youngs were absent with notice.  Senators Apple, Chronister, Ducharme, Elliott, Gwinn, 
Hamed, LiVecci, Lyndall, Matejkovic, Newton, Opoku-Agyeman, Queener, Ramcharran, Rostedt, 
Shanks and Zhe were absent without notice.  

I. Approval of the Agenda 

Senator Hajjafar moved to adopt the proposed agenda.  The motion was seconded by Senator Miller. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

II. Approval of the Minutes 

Senator Hajjafar moved to adopt the proposed minutes of the November 1, 2012 meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Senator Raber. 

The minutes were adopted without dissent. 

Senator Hajjafar moved to adopt the proposed minutes of the December 6, 2012 meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Senator Raber. 

The minutes were adopted without dissent. 

III. Chairman’s Remarks 

I plan for us to take some time in the March meeting to engage with President Proenza in a discussion of 
his proposed integrator assessor model, the subject of MOOCs, and assessment of learning that takes 
place in MOOCs, and perhaps in other contexts, and credentialing. I hope and expect the discussion will 
be thoughtful and not at all uncritical, but respectful and focused on ideas rather than personalities. 

Second, I'm pleased to report that senate committees have been meeting and going about their business. 
The senate, as large as it is, necessarily does most of its work in committee, subject of course to senate 
action. I urge the committees to move with alacrity on any action items they may plan to report to the 
senate so that the April and May meetings do not become overburdened with too much business. This is 
what tends to happen, and I expect it will happen to some extent and we'll manage it. But if at all 
possible, I urge the committees to move quickly on action items so that we can distribute the work that 
remains to be done over the three remaining meetings.  

Third, the Reference Committee will be reporting today on proposed amendments to the senate bylaws. 
These cannot be voted on today, but they will be presented for discussion in the hope that it will, to 
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some extent, reduce the amount of time we need to take to discuss them in the meeting when we can 
vote on them, which I expect will be a more crowded agenda. 

In fact, the senate will have to wait until April to approve these proposed amendments because of an 
error in the bylaws that the Reference Committee is proposing to correct. And that is a requirement that 
30 days elapse between when the bylaws are formally proposed, which would be in a meeting, and when 
they are adopted. Somebody wasn't quite thinking about the calendar when they did that. I think they 
meant you would wait from one regular meeting to the next regular monthly meeting, and in fact those 
can be 28 days apart. And in fact the February and March meetings are 28 days apart. So adhering to the 
letter of the bylaws, we'll vote on them in the April meeting rather than the March meeting. 

IV. Special Announcements 

Chair Rich reported the deaths of eight members of the university community: 

Kathryn Motz Hunter, alumna and former trustee of the University of Akron, died December 8th. She 
was 87. 

John Joseph Luthern, Associate Professor of General Technology, died December 10th. He was 54. 

Doyle Jenkins, Maintenance Repair Worker, died January 3rd. He was 85. 

Dr. Helen Qammar, Associate Professor of Chemical and Biomolecular engineering and Director of the 
Institute of Teaching and Learning, died January 7th. She was 54. 

James R. Rogers, a professor in the Department of Counseling in the College of Education, died January 
14th. 

Howard L. Flood, former trustee of the University of Akron, died January 17th. He was 78. 

Dr. Noel L. Leathers, retired Professor of History and Senior Vice President and Provost of the 
University of Akron, died January 28th. He was 89. 

Sally Pitts Kennedy Slocum, Associate Professor Emeritus of English, died January 28th. She was 72. 

The Senate stood for a moment of silence in memory of our deceased colleagues. 

V. Reports 

Executive Committee 
Senator Bove reported as follows on behalf of the Executive Committee: 

The Faculty Senate Executive Committee met on December 20th for regular senate business and to 
prepare for the meeting with the President later that afternoon. The EC appointed 18 members to the 
CRC ad hoc UA Online subcommittee with the purpose of assisting, “…faculty and departments 
aspiring to expand their online presence to do so efficiently and effectively.” The EC also appointed 
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Litsa Varonis to the ad hoc Clicker Technology Review Committee, as an ex-officio member, for her 
extensive knowledge and experience with these tools. 

Later that afternoon, the EC met with the President and Vice Provost Ramsier. The President shared 
information from state-level meetings regarding the state share of instruction (SSI) and expects the same 
level of state funding with a chance for a slight increase.  

Chair Rich reported on the efforts for a criminal justice baccalaureate proposal. Faculty members from 
the three stake-holding departments have made good progress and their endeavors should result in a 
stronger Criminal Justice baccalaureate program while filling a regional need for this expertise with UA 
graduates. We also discussed incentives and disincentives for interdisciplinary academic programs with 
the idea that the Criminal Justice program may become a model for similar collaborations. 

The EC inquired of Vice Provost Ramsier about the follow-up actions regarding office space and 
computers for part-time faculty. Vice Provost Ramsier stated that university rule requires part-time 
faculty to hold office hours; therefore, the university is obligated to provide that space and will do so. He 
also reported that there are 109 laptops available to part-time faculty. He suggested a two-fold approach 
whereby Deans query part-time faculty on computing and space needs and also that part-time faculty 
may request specific computing and space needs directly to department chairs and deans. We also 
discussed the heavy reliance on part-time faculty at the university. 

In light of the recent changes in STRS, we discussed the replacement of retiring full-time faculty and 
contractual barriers to utilizing retired faculty in case of a mass exodus this summer. The AAUP 
recently conducted a retirement survey and will assist the university with that data in terms of planning. 

The EC met again on January 31st to set the agenda for today’s meeting and for regular senate business. 
Additional appointments were made to senate committees. Sukanya Kemp was appointed to the ad hoc 
General Education Revision Committee. Cheryl Ward was appointed to the CRC ad hoc UA Online 
subcommittee. There are also vacancies on two UC committees for senate representatives – the UC 
Budget, Finance, and Benefits Committee and the UC Public Affairs and Development Committee. The 
call for nominations was included in today’s Email Digest. 

The EC also discussed overlap of charges between some University Council committees and Faculty 
Senate committees. Discussions between the respective committees are currently underway. 

The EC was notified that members of the Higher Learning Commission will meet with the Faculty 
Senate Executive Committee during the site visit in March. The EC will prepare accordingly for the 
meeting. 

Remarks of the Provost 
The Provost began his remarks by stating that Vision 2020 has established an institutional success 
agenda of student success. Our commitment to secure 80 percent job placement within six months of 
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graduation includes a commitment to achieve a 60 percent six year graduation rate, meaning that we 
must provide every opportunity for students to speed up or maintain progress towards degree attainment.   

Pathways to Student Success Strategy has set the stage for situating the institution in a very good way 
with regard to the state share of instructional support, which will be distributed beginning in fiscal year 
'14 on the basis of university performance.  Fifty percent of total state funding will be based upon degree 
completion. This performance based funding formula will likely include a cap on both tuition and fees to 
two percent.    

Money in the state budget will be increased to provide state-wide, need-based scholarships to an 
additional 90,000 students.  Many of our students are need-based, so we can anticipate that many of our 
students will benefit by that increased funding. 

We've asked deans and department chairs to maximize the capacity that exists in all of our summer 
offerings by having fewer course sections with larger enrollment as appropriate without diminishing 
academic quality.  We have also asked for a focus on offering courses that contribute directly to degree 
completion. Special topic courses should be considered in the summer only with full enrollment and a 
focus on courses that will contribute in significant ways to degree completion. 

Fiscal year '14 will be very difficult to manage. We've asked the deans and department chairs to assure 
that faculty workload is appropriate from a productivity perspective in teaching, research and service so 
that we are optimizing the opportunity for our students to have engagement with our full time faculty. 

March third through the sixth we have our visit from the Higher Learning Commission.  Thank you for 
your participation and the feedback with regard to our report.  Thank you for your anticipated 
participation in the activities that allow all of us to interact with the committee that will make our 
reaccreditation visit a success, because it will be an opportunity to reflect on our performance and to 
develop strategies to enhance our success. 

We must continue to work towards general education reform. We need to address and focus more on 
understanding and analyzing student learning outcomes, so we are continuously improving the quality of 
teaching and learning.   

The University Council is on a good trajectory from a shared governance perspective.  And we will 
continue to work hard to assure that that body effectively represents faculty, staff and students for 
improving practices and policies related to the success of the University of Akron.   

VI. Committee Reports 

Curriculum Review Committee 
Vice Provost Ramsier reported a resolution from the committee to approve a list of curriculum proposals 
(Appendix A). These proposals had no objection filed against them. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 



The University of Akron Chronicle   Page 5 

February 7, 2013  

In response to a complaint regarding the difficulties with the curriculum proposal system, Vice Provost 
Ramsier reported that the CRC is currently working with IT to resolve the system barriers. The CRC has 
received and prioritized a list of enhancement recommendations from faculty and is working with IT to 
implement the proposed changes. 

Distance Learning Review Committee 
The Distance Learning Review Committee submitted a written report (Appendix B). 

Ad hoc Committee on Part-time Faculty Issues 
The ad hoc Committee on Part-time Faculty Issues submitted a written report (Appendix C). 

Faculty Research Committee 
The Faculty Research Committee submitted a written report (Appendix D). 

Computing & Communications Technologies Committee 
The Computing & Communications Technologies Committee submitted a written report (Appendix E). 

Reference Committee 
Senator Morath reported several proposed changes to the Faculty Senate bylaws on behalf of the 
Reference Committee (Appendices F & G). The Faculty Senate will vote on the proposed changes 
during the regular April meeting.  

University Libraries Committee 
The University Libraries Committee submitted a written report (Appendix H). 

Ad hoc Online Subcommittee of the Faculty Senate’s Curriculum Review Committee 
The ad hoc Online Subcommittee of the Faculty Senate’s Curriculum Review Committee submitted a 
written report (Appendix I). 

Student Affairs Committee 
The Student Affairs Committee submitted a written report (Appendix J). 

Faculty Senate Representatives to University Council 
Senator Lillie reported as follows on behalf of the Faculty Senate Representatives to University Council: 

The University Council is in the final stages of preparing the UC bylaws for President Proenza to 
review. The President will either send the bylaws back to the UC for revision or move them forward for 
the Board of Trustees to review and act on. The UC has discussed the potential overlapping roles of 
committees between the UC and Faculty Senate. An amendment was made and passed to eliminate the 
UC Research Committee, so there will be a single research committee under the aegis of the Faculty 
Senate. 

Senator Lillie also encouraged Senators to send questions, comments, or concerns to one or more of the 
Faculty Senate Representatives to UC (Senators Erickson, Lillie, and Witt) regarding the hiring report 
compiled by the Talent Development and Human Resources office. 
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VII. Unfinished Business 

There was no unfinished business. 

VIII. New Business 

There was no new business. 

IX. Adjournment 

Senator Hajjafar moved to adjourn the meeting. Senator Lazar seconded the motion. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:53 pm. 

 

Any comments concerning the contents in The University of Akron Chronicle 
may be directed to the Secretary, Frank J. Bove (x5104). 

facultysenate@uakron.edu 
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APPENDIX A 

Curriculum Proposals 

 

 

  



The University of Akron Chronicle   Page 8 

February 7, 2013  

APPENDIX B
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APPENDIX C 

Faculty Senate COPTI 

Meeting January 30, 2013 

Members present: Yvonne Bruce, Michelle Byrne, Katie Cerrone, Eric Mundy, Shannon Osorio (Chair), Laura 
Vinnedge, David Witt 

Discussed: 

1. Several departments moving away from Student Evaluations. For most PT Faculty this is the only 
evaluation of their teaching skills, required for a change of rank. How will this be handled?  

2. Ohio Part-Time Faculty Association has been formed. We heard a report and several ideas including 
publicizing PT status across campus and a local PT conference promoting professional development. 

3. Preliminary data from the Part time Faculty survey was discussed. The committee will be looking at how 
to use the data to steer the committee goals and initiatives. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Shannon Osorio, Chair 
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APPENDIX D 

Faculty Research Committee Report for Faculty Senate 

January 2013 

There were 52 proposals representing 26 departments for the Faculty Research 
Summer Fellowship submitted to Mary Dingler in the Office of Research 
Administration by the deadline of January 25.  All of the proposals were 
assigned to the reviewers on January 30.  The Faculty Research Committee 
will meet on March 8 to discuss and award the fellowships. 

Submitted by Robert M. Schwartz, Chair 
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APPENDIX E 
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APPENDIX F 

In addition to a number of merely stylistic changes, the Reference Committee proposes the following 
substantive changes to the bylaws of the Faculty Senate: 

(B)(4)(e):  This amendment would require the President to notify the Senate of the Board of Trustees’ disposition 
of Senate legislation referred to it by the President.  Currently, the president is required to notify the Senate of 
his disposition of the Senate’s legislation.  If the legislation in question requires Board approval, there is no 
mechanism by which the Senate routinely learns whether the Board approved it, approved it with modifications, 
or disapproved it. 

(C)(2) and (4):  This amendment would make the chair and the secretary of the Faculty Senate jointly responsible 
for supervising the clerical staff of the Faculty Senate.  Currently, the bylaws give solely the secretary such 
responsibility.  The Senate’s administrative assistant (the Senate’s only clerical staff member) historically has 
assisted both the chair and the secretary in the performance of their duties.  Until this academic year, a large 
proportion of the AA’s time was spent preparing transcriptions of Senate meetings, under the supervision of the 
secretary.  The AA no longer performs this function as the secretary now uses the services of a professional 
transcriber instead.  Consequently, the duties of the AA have been restructured.  A greater proportion of the 
AA’s work is performed on behalf of the chair than was true in previous years. 

(E)(2):  This amendment would eliminate the university well-being committee, which for all practical purposes 
has ceased to exist.  The functions of this committee have been overtaken by the collective bargaining process. 

(F)(3):  This amendment would eliminate the power of standing Senate committees to appoint non-voting 
members.  The executive committee can and does appoint such members and otherwise appoints the members 
of standing committees.  This would conform the bylaws to the Senate’s practices.  Standing committees would 
continue to be able to invite anyone of their choosing to their meetings. 

(F)(1) and (13) (new paragraph):  This amendment would create a standing committee on part-time faculty as 
recommended by the ad hoc Committee on Part-time Issues. 

(F)(14):  This allows a standing committee to abolish only those subcommittees it had previously established.  
There are now three standing subcommittees of the Curriculum Review Committee provided for in university 
regulations.  CRC should not be empowered to abolish those subcommittees, which were established by action 
of the Board of Trustees.  The existing provision was written when there were no standing subcommittees. 

(H)(6)(a)(i):  This amendment would change the deadline for the Senate constituencies to conduct elections and 
report the results to the Faculty Senate from May 1 to March 15.  The bylaws require the Executive Committee 
to make new committee appointments in May, after soliciting expressions of interest.  The May 1 deadline does 
not leave enough time for the EC to receive the reports (which are not always submitted on time), meet to 
certify the election results, solicit expressions of interest from the winners and from the faculty at large, and 
make the appointments. 

(I)(2):  This amendment would shorten from 30 days to 27 days the period that must elapse between the 
proposal of an amendment to the Senate bylaws and a vote on the amendment.  With regular Senate meetings 
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scheduled on the first Thursday of each month, the period from one regular Senate meeting to the next can be 
as short as 28 days.  This provision sometimes precludes voting on an amendment in a regular meeting even 
though it had been proposed in the previous regular meeting.  E.g., the March 2013 regular meeting of the 
Faculty Senate falls on the 7th, just 28 days after the regular February meeting.  This was a drafting error. 

(K):  This amendment makes it permissible but not mandatory for the chair to appoint a parliamentarian.  It has 
been several years since a chair has appointed a parliamentarian.  Experience has shown that such an 
appointment is not always necessary, and that it is not always possible to find someone appropriate to serve in 
that capacity.  The current chair, for example, once served as the Senate’s parliamentarian and has served as the 
parliamentarian for other organizations.  (This amendment would also clarify that it is the current edition of 
Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised that is the governing parliamentary authority, not the original Robert’s 
Rules of Order, which is long out of print.) 

 

The following proposed amendments may appear at first blush to be substantive, but are not, for the reasons 
given below: 

(F)(3):  The reference to a standing “financial aid” committee, which the Committee proposes to delete, is 
anomalous.  There is no such committee established in the bylaws.  Also, the change from “vice president for 
student affairs” to “vice president for student engagement and success” merely reflects a change that was made 
to that title by the Board of Trustees. 

(H)(5)(e):  The qualification that “The senate may declare vacant the seat of any senator who becomes unable to 
regularly attend meetings  due to conflicting professional duties, imperative personal affairs, or illness” is 
unnecessary.  The only reason to include such a limitation would be to preclude the Senate from declaring a seat 
vacant if the senator becomes unable to regularly attend for reasons other than those enumerated.  It should 
not matter whether the senator is unable to regularly attend meetings for one of the enumerated reasons or for 
another reason. 

(H)(6)(d):  The student government in the School of Law is known as the student bar association, not the law 
student council. 
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APPENDIX G
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APPENDIX H 

University Library Committee Meeting 
December 3, 2012 

Minutes 
 

Attending: Laura Monroe, Sabine Gerhardt, Joe Salem, Lisa Lazar, Jon Miller 

Minutes from the November 12 meeting were approved as written. 

Report from the Chair: 

• The search committee for the new Dean of the Libraries is underway. The deadline for applications is 
February.  

• Search committees are being formed to search for two positions in User Services.  
• Updates on Rethinking Race and University Libraries: 

o Lisa Lazar is hosting a faculty development session on films on race relations, which will provide 
information on finding and researching films to use in the classroom. The library is seeking 
sponsors for the films that will be shown for Rethinking Race. 

o The Race Experience photo booth will be available to UA students for 2 weeks. It will be in 
Bierce Library for 5 days, 3 days at the Student Union, and 2 days at Wayne campus. Students 
will be able to get their photo taken and then receive a private email to see themselves as a 
person of a different race. 

• Room 154 has been designated “Stress Free Zone” for the exam period. It will be a place for students to 
hang out and relax with games provided. Coffee will also be available after Einstein’s closes. Therapy 
dogs also visited and were a huge success.  These efforts are from the library marketing team that began 
meeting in November. 

• Meeting times for the ULC were discussed. Jon Miller suggested that the committee schedule times 
after 3 p.m. when fewer faculty members have class obligations. He also suggested that the amount of 
time requested be shorter, which would better reflect the actual amount of time the committee 
requires for a general meeting.  

LibQUAL Update 

Joe Salem updated the committee on the LibQUAL assessment scheduled for this spring. LibQUAL is a 
standardized instrument developed by ACRL and administered at UA in 2002 and 2006. LibQUAL is usually 
administered on a 2- to 3-year cycle.  

1,200 people will be sampled in these three categories: faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students 
with the goal of 300 good responses from each category. The plan is to include adjunct faculty and faculty on 
Wayne campus. Questions will address personal control, access to information, affect of service, and the library 
as place.  
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Those selected to participate in the survey will be contacted directly via email. This central contact will be 
supplemented with notices in Email Digest. Joe is checking into a budget for incentives for participation. The 
survey will be available for a 3-week window (February 25 to March 22). Participants will receive follow-up 
thank-you emails.  

The ULC can support this effort in the following ways: 

• Get the word out to faculty members (for example, through Faculty Senate). 
• Assist with the follow-up focus groups. There will focus groups held in each category held in late spring 

or early fall. Andrew White could be helpful working with the undergraduate group. 

Additional Information on LibQUAL 

• Joe is checking to see if staff can be included in the survey. The benchmark is labeled faculty. 
• Sabine Gerhardt suggested that UL staff visit college faculty to talk about LibQUAL and encourage 

participation.  
• Joe will also see if people not selected in the original sample can provide input to the survey. 

The survey includes 25 questions, including free-text options. The responses will be available within 1 to 2 
weeks. LibQUAL is a tool used for planning and budgeting and is helpful to strategic and action planning.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Monroe 
Secretary 
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APPENDIX I 

Report of the Ad hoc CRC Online Committee 

The ad hoc CRC subcommittee for UA Online met on Friday, January 18, from 4pm to 5pm. A quorum was 
present and the group elected Jon Miller as chair. The committee discussed various aspects of online education 
and its place and potential here at The University of Akron. The committee resolved to meet again when a 
representative of the administration could be present. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 8 at 
4pm. Vice Provost Rex Ramsier will attend. 
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APPENDIX J 

 

 


