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Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting of December 5, 2013 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Senate took place Thursday, December 5, 2013 in room 201 of 
Buckingham. Senate Chair William D. Rich called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm. 

Of the current roster of 65 Senators, 49 were present for this meeting. Senators Koskey, Landis and 
Sancaktar were absent with notice. Senators Braun, Chronister, Davis, Feldt, Hamed, Huss, Marion, 
Patnaik, Ramcharran, Sastry, Srivatsan and Youngs were absent without notice. 

I. Approval of the Agenda 

Senator Raber moved to adopt the proposed agenda.  The motion was seconded by Senator Gandee. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

II. Approval of the Minutes 

Senator Bouchard moved to adopt the proposed minutes of the October 4, 2013 meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Senator Sterns. 

The minutes were adopted without dissent. 

III. Chairman’s Remarks 

Chair Rich began his remarks by speaking about the presidential search. The Board of Trustees engaged 
a search firm to assist in the search for a new University President.  After that firm is done gathering 
candidates, the Board will screen the candidates and select finalists to invite to campus.  Despite the 
Board’s previous hopes, it is apparent that these campus visits will not occur this semester.  The 
chairman of the Board’s presidential search committee has made assurances that these visits will not 
occur during the Winter break; we should expect them to occur in January or perhaps February.  
Consequently, a final decision cannot be made until February at the earliest, and more likely March. 

The pendency of the presidential search is likely to have an impact on the dean searches that are under 
way.  The Board will be reluctant to hire deans before a new president has been selected, and that many 
prospective dean candidates may be reluctant to apply, or to accept an appointment, without knowing 
who will be the next president.  Dean search committees have been urged not to present their 
recommendations to the University Administration until after a new president has been selected.  This 
timing may result in the loss of strong dean candidates to other universities that are in a position to 
extend offers earlier than The University of Akron. 

There is continued uncertainty about college budgets for 2014.  Chair Rich is even more concerned than 
he was last month about the impact of this uncertainty on searches to fill vacant faculty positions.  In at 
least some disciplines, of which music is but one example, the circumstances of the labor market are 
such that further delays in faculty searches will cause the university to lose the best candidates.  There is 
an urgent need to resolve the outstanding budgetary questions that are delaying these searches. 
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Chair Rich is also concerned about the impact of budget cuts on our existing academic programs.  More 
than a few such programs are being starved of resources, which may do long-term damage to those 
programs, adversely affect student enrollment and retention, and ultimately further reduce revenues.  At 
the same time, relatively large amounts of money are being allocated to the so-called “achieving 
distinction” initiatives.  Although some or perhaps even all of these may prove worthy, at this stage their 
value is necessarily uncertain.  One must wonder whether the time is right for these initiatives if it 
means the starvation of existing academic programs in which students are enrolled and pursuing 
academic degrees. 

There has been much discussion of late about the possible elimination of certain academic programs.  
This is inevitably a difficult subject.  It may have been made even more difficult than necessary by the 
way in which it has been handled.  The elimination of academic programs affects not only the faculty 
and students in those programs, but also the faculty and students in other programs.  Any proposal to 
eliminate an academic program should come to the Faculty Senate so that the Administration and the 
Board of Trustees can have the benefit of the Senate’s advice. 

Finally, in response to the request by the President to initiate a review of centers and institutes, and also 
in response to a request by the Vice President for research for a faculty committee to advise him on 
policy matters affecting faculty research, the Executive Committee recently appointed a subcommittee 
on faculty research policy and charged it with responsibility for making recommendations about policies 
affecting faculty research, and about the creation, re-organization, and elimination of centers and 
institutes.  On those matters that, under the Faculty Senate bylaws, fall within the purview of the Faculty 
Research Committee, the new subcommittee will report to the Senate through that committee.  On other 
matters, including the creation, re-organization, and elimination of centers and institutes, the new 
subcommittee will report to the Senate through its Academic Policies Committee.  Vice Provost 
Ramsier, as chair of APC, and the chair of the Faculty Senate met with the new subcommittee to discuss 
its role.  The subcommittee plans to offer its initial report before the Senate’s February meeting. 

Chair Rich concluded with the sentiment that we can survive and overcome the challenges we face if 
we, as a faculty, pull together, assert ourselves, and bring to bear our considerable talents and energies. 

IV. Reports 

Executive Committee 
Senator Bove reported as follows on behalf of the Executive Committee: 

The Executive Committee met on November 14th for regular Senate business. In response to the 
President’s call last month to evaluate current academic centers and institutes at the university, the 
Executive Committee created the ad hoc Subcommittee on Academic Centers and Institutes and Faculty 
Research Policy. The committee is to report to the Academic Policies Committee on those matters that 
fall within APC’s purview and to the Faculty Research Committee on those matters that fall within 
FRC’s purview. Any recommendations concerning the creation, re-organization, and elimination of 
academic centers and institutes must be reported to APC. The subcommittee is a Faculty Senate body, 
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reporting (indirectly) to the Senate. Subject to these requirements, the subcommittee may advise the 
Vice President for Research, exercising its independent judgment. The Executive Committee appointed 
the following faculty members to the committee: Tim Matney, Ray Gehani, Shiva Sastry, Carolyn 
Murrock, Bill Landis, Lisa Lenhart, and Rob Schwartz. 

The Executive Committee also appointed James Durbin to the University Council Communications 
Committee and Elizabeth Erickson to the University Council Talent Development and Human 
Resources Committee. Senator Erickson was also appointed to the Faculty Senate University Review 
Committee, as was Linda Saliga. The Executive Committee thanks the aforementioned faculty for their 
willingness to serve the senate and the university.  

The Executive Committee next met on November 21st to set today’s agenda and to prepare for a 
meeting with the President and Provost later that afternoon. The President informed the Executive 
Committee of the presidential search timeline and other expectations from the Board of Trustees. Other 
items discussed included updates about the budget, faculty positions for the 14/15 academic year, status 
of the dean searches, Summit College and the criminal justice baccalaureate proposal, general education 
reform process, and the academic program review.  

Remarks of the President 
The President began his remarks by highlighting his talk at the Summit on the Talent Dividend 
sponsored by Crain's Cleveland and the Northeast Ohio Council on Higher Education. For Northeast 
Ohio it has been calculated that a one percent increase in educational attainment would mean a $2.8 
billion increase to revenues in personal income to be spent and invested within the community. 

To increase the educational attainment of Northeast Ohio, seven broad goals were established.  The 
President reported increases in six areas, but college continuation rate, the percentage of high school 
graduates who choose to go into higher education, remains flat.  The President emphasized to the 
summit audience that the business community tends to ignore the economic value of higher education. 

The President looks forward to the Senate’s input regarding interdisciplinary centers.  The President also 
commented on the current dean searches in order to strike a balance between not losing exceptional 
candidates and to the extent possible trying to coordinate the arrival of candidates with the new president 
to engage with the vetting of the candidates. 

The President thanked those that participated in the Retention Summit with the focus on student success. 
The President also invited the body to celebrate Dean Stan Silverman’s retirement on December 11th 
after 32 years of distinguished service to the university. 

The President concluded his remarks by informing the body that he will propose realigning the 
university leadership team to the board of trustees so that the university remains firmly focused on the 
financial support agenda of the institution. 
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V. Approval of Commencement List for Fall 2013 

Senator Hajjafar moved to adopt the commencement list (Appendices A & B). The motion was 
seconded by Senator Jones. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

VI. Committee Reports 

Curriculum Review Committee 
Vice Provost Ramsier reported as follows on behalf of the Curriculum Review Committee: 

The Curriculum Review Committee brings forward a list of curriculum proposals (Appendix C) that 
have reached the end of the curriculum review process without objection or comments that are 
unresolved, and we bring these proposals to you for your final approval and consideration. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

Athletics Committee 
The Athletics Committee submitted a written report (Appendix D). 

Computing & Communications Technologies Committee 
The Computing & Communications Technologies Committee submitted a written report (Appendix E). 

Part-time Faculty Committee 
The Part-time Faculty Committee submitted a written report (Appendix F).  

Senator Osorio presented a resolution from the Part-time Faculty Committee concerning part-time 
faculty appointments. The recommended change in rule 3359-20-60.1 better describes the actual 
employment relationship between the university and part-time faculty (Appendix G). 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

VII. Report from Faculty Senate Representatives to University Council 
 
Senator Lillie reported that the bylaws which had been approved and passed by the University Council 
in February, 2013 were indeed the bylaws reviewed by the Strategic Issues Committee of the board.   

The University Council Bylaws Revision Committee reviewed the February 2013 bylaws, suggested a 
few changes, proposed them to the University Council, and most of the recommended changes were 
accepted.  The vote was 26 to 6 by the University Council 

Senator Lillie stressed the fact that had the Faculty Senate not stood up, the university would be 
operating under a completely unacceptable set of bylaws for the University Council.   
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VIII. Unfinished Business 

The Curriculum Review Committee resolution concerning changes of delivery mode only was 
postponed from the November meeting to consider whether University Libraries should remain in the 
institutional review process. Senator Bove moved to amend the resolution by adding “and the university 
library” after “only DLRC” in 3359-20-05.2 (D) (Appendix H). This will enable the University Libraries 
to become aware of any mode changes that might raise library resource issues and bring those to the 
attention of DLRC and CRC. The motion to amend was seconded by Senator Lazar. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

Chair Rich called for the vote on the main motion. 

The motion was adopted without dissent. 

IX. New Business 

There was no new business. 

X. Adjournment 

Chair Rich adjourned the meeting at 4:06 pm. 

 

Any comments concerning the contents in The University of Akron Chronicle 
may be directed to the Secretary, Frank J. Bove (x5104). 

facultysenate@uakron.edu 

  

mailto:facultysenate@uakron.edu
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APPENDIX B
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APPENDIX C 

Curriculum Proposals 

Faculty Senate December 5, 2013 

Description Proposal Type Proposal Title Degree/ 
Certificate/ 
Minor Type 

A&S-MUSIC-12-4233 COURSENEW Seminar in Music  
BUS-ACCOUNT-13-6826 PROGRAMCHANGE Taxation - Brecksville MASTERS 

A&S-ART-13-7424 PROGRAMCHANGE Art - Printmaking BACCALAUREATE 

A&S-SOCIO-13-7530 COURSECHANGE Criminology  

A&S-POLSC-13-7389 COURSECHANGE Law, Mediation, and Violence  

UNIV-DEVPR-12-2323 COURSENEW Fundamental Mathematics IV  

UNIV-DEVPR-12-2319 COURSENEW Fundamental Mathematics II  

UNIV-DEVPR-12-2320 COURSENEW Fundamental Mathematics III   

UNIV-DEVPR-11-0586 COURSENEW Fundamental Mathematics I  

SUMM-PUBSVCTECH-13-
6420 

COURSENEW Hazardous Weather Observations  

CHP-SPLANG-12-5358 COURSECHANGE Hospital Settings, Children and Families  

A&S-STATS-12-4861 COURSENEW Biostatistics and Epidemiology  

A&S-STATS-12-4862 COURSENEW Biostatistics and Epidemiology  

EDUC-CURR-12-3565 COURSENEW Global Education  

EDUC-CURR-13-6141 COURSENEW Engineering for Educators  

EDUC-CURR-12-4091 COURSEDELETE School-based Externship: Speech Language Pathology  

EDUC-CURR-11-1717 COURSENEW Collaboration and Consultation Skills for Teacher 
Leadership 

 

EDUC-CURR-11-0153 COURSENEW Practicum: Teaching English as a Second Language  

EDUC-CURR-12-3167 COURSENEW Global Education and Technology  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-11-0959 COURSENEW Sport Governance  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-11-0918 COURSENEW Psychosocial Aspects  of Sport  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-11-0968 COURSENEW Workshop:  Sport Science  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-11-0976 COURSENEW Special Topics:  Sport Science  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-11-0978 COURSECHANGE Legal Aspects of Physical Acitivity  

EDUC-COUNS-13-6378 PROGRAMCHANGE Clinical Mental Health Couns MASTERS 

SUMM-ALLIEDHEAL-13-
6462 

COURSECHANGE Anatomy &; Physiology for Allied Health I  

SUMM-ALLIEDHEAL-13-
6464 

CERTIFICATENEW Medical Coding Certificate UNDERGRADUATE 

SUMM-ALLIEDHEAL-13-
6463 

COURSECHANGE Anatomy &; Physiology for Allied Health II  

EDUC-EDFOUND-11-1017 PROGRAMCHANGE Educational Found-Instrl Tech MASTERS 

EDUC-EDFOUND-12-4087 COURSECHANGE Integrating and Implementing Technology  

BUS-ENTRE-13-6215 COURSECHANGE New Venture Creation  

CHP-NURIN-13-5590 COURSENEW Classroom Teaching  
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CHP-NURIN-13-6724 COURSECHANGE Psychiatric Mental Health, APN I Practicum  

PROV-INTERCOL-13-6474 CERTIFICATENEW Museum and Archives Studies UNDERGRADUATE 

EDUC-CURR-13-6140 COURSENEW Student Teaching: Middle Level Education  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-13-5578 PROGRAMCHANGE Physical Edu - Sport Sci/Coach MASTERS 

EDUC-SPORTSCI-13-6473 COURSECHANGE Sports Administration &; Supervision  

EDUC-SPORTSCI-13-6480 COURSECHANGE Motivational Aspects of Physical Activity  

A&S-POLSC-12-4167 COURSENEW Ohio Politics   

A&S-POLSC-12-4253 COURSENEW Ohio Politics   

A&S-POLSC-11-0501 COURSENEW Selected Topics in Political Science  

CHP-NURIN-13-5582 COURSENEW Nursing Curriculum Development  

A&S-PSYCH-11-0833 COURSENEW Psychopathology  

A&S-CHEM-13-7387 COURSECHANGE Introduction to General, Organic &; Biochemistry II 
(Lecture) 

 

A&S-COMMUN-13-7365 COURSECHANGE Legal Issues in Media  

A&S-COMMUN-13-6974 PROGRAMCHANGE Communication MASTERS 

A&S-FAMILYCONS-13-6684 PROGRAMCHANGE Family &; Child Development BACCALAUREATE 

A&S-FAMILYCONS-13-6687 PROGRAMCHANGE Family &; Child Development BACCALAUREATE 

CHP-NUDIET-12-5013 PROGRAMCHANGE Food &; Environmental Nutrition BACCALAUREATE 

CHP-SPLANG-13-5832 COURSECHANGE Acquired Brain Injury  

CHP-SPLANG-13-5831 COURSENEW Neuroscience for Communicative Disorders  

CHP-SPLANG-12-4495 COURSEDELETE Hospital Based Child Life  

A&S-FAMILYCONS-12-4341 COURSENEW Teaching in the Early Childhood Classroom Lab  
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APPENDIX D 
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APPENDIX E 

Computing & Communications Technologies Committee 
 
Particulars 
 
• Subject: Computing & Communications Technologies Committee meeting report 
• Date: [2013-12-01 Sun] 
 
Report 
 
The CCTC met on Friday, November 15, 2013. 
Much of the meeting was spent discussion licensing of Adobe products. The CCTC is very concerned 
about the impact the new Adobe licensing and pricing model will have on faculty who use Adobe 
products for teaching and research. The committee plans to work with IT to ensure that those faculty 
who need Adobe products will continue to have access to them. The committee will also examine less 
expensive alternative software to see if it is suitable for some faculty. 
 
John Savery presented the committee with information about online course evaluations and this 
information was evaluated and discussed. The CCTC plans to submit a report regarding online 
evaluations to the Faculty Senate during the spring semester. 
 
Many faculty on campus are encountering serious issues with network package filtering and throttling. 
The committee will work on addressing the issue and providing recommendations to IT during the 
spring semester. 
 
The next meeting of the CCTC will be early in the spring semester. 
 
The ad hoc CCTC Subcommittee on Web Conferencing Software met on December 4 to discuss the 
bids that resulted from the Web Conferencing System RFP. Bids were submitted by Fuzebox and a 
reseller of Adobe Connect. The committee decided to take the following course of action: 
 

1. Committee members will examine the bids and generate a list of questions and concerns to 
raise with the vendors. 

 
2. The committee will arrange to meet with both vendors within the next two weeks. 

 
3. The committee will inform the campus community of the opportunity to meet with the vendors 

and evaluate their systems early in the spring semester. 
 

4. The committee will arrange for the vendors to visit the campus during early February so that the 
campus community can ask questions about the vendors' web conferencing systems and 
provide input to the committee. 

 
Scott Randby 
CCTC Chair 
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APPENDIX F 

PTFC (Part Time Faculty Committee) Report to Faculty Senate, December 5, 2013 
 
The PTFC met twice in November. On November 14, the members, guests, and Rex Ramsier discussed 
questions about benefits and policies submitted by Part time Faculty. On November 21, discussions 
included the following: 
 
1. University Rule 3359-20-06.1 was revised in May 2013. After discussion Bill Rich reworded the section that 

had changed (see Resolution) and the committee approved a Resolution for the Faculty Senate 
2. Hybrid courses that have the effect of holding workload the same while assigning PT Faculty fewer credits (fr

om 3 cr to 2 cr) with a net increase in the number of students taught (if 8 instead of 6 credits are taught). The 
PTFC will draft a resolution for the Faculty Senate. 

3. On-going discussions of issues surrounding the Time and Attendance policies. The committee will draft a reso
lution for the Faculty Senate to propose a method of accounting for accelerated courses.  

4. A Resolution to request that any changes to rules affecting Part time Faculty be directed to the PTFC in a time
ly fashion will be drafted. 

5. University Rule 3359-20-06.1. The committee has begun the process of clarifying and updating aspects of the 
Rule. There are many provisions which are no longer valid or in practice. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Shannon Osorio, Chair 
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APPENDIX G
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APPENDIX H
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