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In this research Ethiopia is used as a case study to examine how pregnancy outcomes and infant health in developing nations are affected by how latrine sanitation (or lack thereof). There has been extensive literature on how improved water quality affects mortality rates, but there is a  lack of research on latrine sanitation’s role on influencing pregnancy outcomes and infant health rates in developing nations. This research will explore if there is a relationship between latrine sanitation, pregnancy outcomes and infant health rates in Ethiopia. The literature review gives an extensive look at previous research to see the sociological relationships that influences both maternal health (pregnancy experience) and infant health. A conceptual model is provided and breaks down the causal relationships that are explored throughout this paper. The relationships consist of examining the following causal relationships: maternal characteristics influencing pregnancy, maternal characteristics influencing infant health, pregnancy experience influencing infant health, toilet practices influencing pregnancy experience and toilet practices influencing infant/child health. Furthermore there will be an urban verses rural comparison to measure which group of respondents have better access to resources such as: education, piped water and flush toilet and an analysis of how this directly effect’s health. This research uses Demographic Health Survey data on water and latrine source accessibility from 2005. Specifically the women and household questionnaire is utilized, because it covers the appropriate variables that are intended to be measured. 

