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The main objective of this study was to conclude what were the changes in function of green spaces in urban Japan after pre and post World War II. A secondary objective was to give explanations as to why these changes occurred. The methods included examining relevant literature on Japanese land use changes pertaining to green space. The most common change observed in function of green space in Japan after World War II was that green space was not just a way of disaster safety, but a way of separating residential and industrial zones. It was also a place of recreation. After World War II, green space transformed, marked by three important changes in its function; the first was a way of beautifying major Japanese cities that were damaged by war; the second, serving as a valuable place of urban biodiversity and sustainability; and lastly, serving as a place of potential food production. Although this research found significant changes in the functions that green spaced served from pre World War II, it should not suggest that these changes are final or static. More changes can and should be developed for green space given that available space for land use is limited in Japan.  Green space has the ability to be an urban place for biodiversity and sustainability. This thought is something new and this new function of green space should be monitored to see its progression.    
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