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Not much literature exists on the African American woman’s role in politics.  One explanation for this is that African American women are still considered to be neophytes to United States government with their entry beginning solely as late 1968 as Shirley Chisholm became the first in the House of Representatives.  Serving as an alternative explanation, many critics generalize that most African American politicians – male or female – rely on majority African American vote to elect them into office.  Yet, contrary to popular belief, African American women have had to create multiracial coalitions even before they were “allowed” to have a public presence.  Although the percentage is low, there are leading female African American politicians who either have or are currently making strides within the United States political system.  Thus, a case study of 5 female African American politicians leading in majority white populations is good starting point for the continuously developing discussion.  

