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Within the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) fields, minorities have been underrepresented and will remain underrepresented if current educational trends continue. Beginning in grade school the greatest minority disparities exist within mathematics and science. In response, colleges and institutions found it imperative to usher in pre-engineering STEM programs in an effort to increase the number of minorities within the field by promoting the pursuit of undergraduate science, mathematics engineering, and technology education among middle school schools. The purpose of the current study was to evaluate a middle school stem program, designed for students on Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), in terms of its impact on minority students. Based on social cognitive theory, it was hypothesized that positive that early career experiences would lead to increased STEM career interest, increase self-efficacy, and career choices consistent with STEM occupations. The participants were middle school children in grades six to eight. There were two groups, Ethnic Minority students (N = 22) and White or Majority Students (N = 28). The results indicate that both minority and majority group students had positive increases in knowledge and positive attitudes to the program overall. The overall results suggest that the program did have a positive impact on attitudes, however further research will have to be conducted to determine the long term effects on career choices.

