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General News 
OASP and BLSA Program and 
Pizza Sale 

The Office of Academic Success 
Programs and the Black Law Students 
Association will hold a program to 
discuss preparing and writing the GWR 
on October 22, at 12:00 noon, in 
Room 165.  The BLSA pizza will be 
sold outside Room 165 for this 
program only. 

Career Planning News 
Career Roundable 
 
Attorney James Thomas from Squire, 
Sanders & Dempsey will be here on 
Wednesday, October 22 to present at a 
Career Roundtable from 12:05 p.m. – 
1:00 – p.m. in Room 151. Please bring 
your lunch and meet Mr. Thomas. 

Dr. Jarmon’s Column 
HOW TO MONITOR YOUR 
WORK IN A COURSE WITH 

ONLY A FINAL EXAM 
Dr. Amy L. Jarmon, Acting Asst. Dean 
and Director of Academic Success 
Programs 

 
Many students are asking, “Am I really 
getting all of this material?”  With only 
a final exam, it is hard to know your 
status in a course.  Here are some tips 
on self-monitoring: 
 

1. Compare the information in 
your brief to the professor’s 
discussion in class.  Are there 
places where your brief was 
wrong or incomplete?  Look 
for patterns.  Are your issues 
too broad or too narrow?  Do 

you include too few or too 
many facts?  Do you miss steps 
in the court’s reasoning?  
Discuss problems you are 
having with your professors. 

 
2. Whenever a question is asked 

in class, answer silently in your 
head.  Compare your answer 
with the “correct” answer that 
is given in class.  Analyze any 
differences between your 
answer and that answer.  
Again, look for patterns.  
Discuss problems you are 
having with your professors. 

 
3. Write out answers to practice 

questions or exams provided 
by your professor.  Compare 
your answer with the 
professor’s model answer or 
review comments.  Did you 
miss issues?  Did you state the 
rule imprecisely?  Did you 
draw conclusions instead of 
analyzing?  Did you miss facts 
that supported your analysis?  
Did you only analyze for one 
party?  Did you write flowery 
sentences?  Did you lack 
organization?  Did you merely 
regurgitate knowledge instead 
of analyzing?  Determine your 
weaknesses.  Plan strategies for 
improvement.   

 
4. Practice writing answers to 

other practice questions to 
implement your strategies.  
Once you feel fairly 
competent, do several 
questions under test conditions.  
Ask your professors to review 
your practice answers.   

 
5. Use flashcards, CALI and 

multiple choice questions to 
drill yourself on applying the 
rules.  Keep practicing a topic 
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until you are able to answer 
most questions. 

 
6. Compare your outline to 

classmates’ outlines.  Have you 
missed any critical points?  
Can your outline be improved 
by adding hypos, more precise 
rule statements, policy 
information, etc?  Ask your 
professors to review your 
outline. 

 
7. Compare your flowcharts to 

classmates’ flowcharts.  Have 
you missed any steps of 
analysis?  Ask your professors 
to review your flowcharts. 

 
8. Attend tutoring, join a study 

group and/or have a study 
buddy for feedback.  By 
discussing material with others 
you can gain better 
understanding.  Answering 
hypos helps you to see your 
strengths and weaknesses with 
the material.   

 
If you want to discuss strategies for 
self-monitoring further, contact Dr. 
Jarmon at (330) 972-8065 or 
jarmon@uakron.edu for an 
appointment. 
 

Student Organization 
News 
APILS 
The Akron Public Interest Law Society 
will hold an organizational meeting on 
October 21, in Room W-215 beginning 
at 5:15 p.m. 

ATLA 
The School of Law and the Association 
of Trial Lawyers of America is 
sponsoring a program on Friday, 
October 17, 2003, at 10:00 a.m., in 
Room L-165.  The guest speaker will be 
David Ristoff, an attorney that was 
involved in the disbarment trial of 
famed trial attorney F. Lee Bailey. 

From 10:45 to 11:30 a.m., he will be 
part of a panel discussion on attorney 
ethics and professionalism, along with 
Professors Jack Sahl and Jane Moriarty 
from the School of Law, and local 
attorney Terry Zimmerman. 

BLSA 
The Black Law Students Association 
(BLSA) will be selling pizza outside 
Room 165 on October 22, at 12:00 
noon.  This change will take place, only 
on this date, because the BLSA and the 
OASP will be having a program to 
discuss preparing and writing the 
General Writing Requirements. 

Federalist Society 
The Federalist Society will hold 
their monthly meeting to address 
status and plans of organization 
for their spring events on Tuesday, 
October 21, in Room 134, at 5:45 
p.m. 
 
GSLA 
The Gay/Straight Law Alliance (GSLA) 
will hold their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, October 15, in Room W-
214, at 5:30 p.m. 

PAD  
Phi Alpha Delta will have a meeting on 
Wednesday, October 22, at 12:05 in L-
133. 

SBA  
The Student Bar Association will hold a 
meeting in Room L-167 beginning at 
5:15 p.m., on Monday, October 20, 
2003. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Final Thought! 
“Treat your friends as you do your 
pictures, and place them in their best 
light.” 

Jennie Jerome Churchill     
Mother of Winston Churchill 
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