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Before reading:
· Determine the purpose for reading the case, by placing it in the context of :

· The course as a whole
· The casebook – see the Table of Contents and page headers/footers
· Relationship to prior cases

· Relationship to prior topics



· Gather preliminary information about the case, by looking at the Case Heading:

· Does the case name provide you any clues about the case
· What does the citation tell you about the court? 

· Does the date/year have any historical significance?
· Do you know anything about the Judge writing the opinion?
· Predict what the case might be about

As Reading:
· Overview- visualize the scenario to get a general understanding of what happened.
· Who are the parties in the case?
· How did the events arise and when did they occur?
· What happened to whom and why?
· Analyze- not just reading to learn about this particular case.
· What rules/doctrines can you apply to other situations?
· What are the parties’ arguments and reasons for their positions?
· Are there any policy considerations implicated?
· Where the choices made here wise?  What options were available?
· Identify areas of confusion and address the confusion.  

      Some techniques for addressing confusion:
· Paraphrasing
· Inferring from the surrounding content

· Using the dictionary

· Rereading the section
· Placing yourself in a role in the case
· Moving on with a note to come back
· Talk back to the author, create questions
· Visualize the scenario
· Think about how you would explain the case to a layperson (perhaps to a jury)
After Reading:
· Complete the statement:  I believe the main point of reading this case in the context of this course is...________________________________________________________.
· Test your theory regarding the main point by making up a hypothetical to test it.
· Decide whether you would have decided the case this same way if you were the judge.  Why or why not?  How would you have decided it differently?

· Consider that at the time the case took place

· And in present day?
· State any matters that still remain confusing about the case
· Think about this case in relation to other cases you have read or are reading, and determine:
· What are the common themes

· What does the majority rule seem to be

· What alternative rules are there

· What are the exceptions to the rules
· What is the reason for the rule – in a big-picture/fairness sense

· What are key legal terms that these cases now provide special meaning to?
