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SUMMER 2006 COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM

C
August 26 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Luis M. Proenza, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

PRELUDE MUSIC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Suite for Brass by Leonard Lebow
Coro Spezzato by Giovanni Palestrina
American Brass Band Music by G.W.E. Friedrich

The University of Akron Brass Choir
Tucker Jolly, Conductor

FANFARE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ceremonial Piece by William MacDavis
The University of Akron Brass Choir

PROCESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (The audience will remain seated.)
Grand March by Giacomo Meyerbeer
Pomp and Circumstance by Sir Edward Elgar
Trumpet Voluntary by Jeremiah Clarke

The University of Akron Brass Choir

INVOCATION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 26, Morning
The Rev. Nancy Arnold
Unitarian Universalist Church of Akron

August 26, Afternoon
The Rev. James Cunningham
Bath United Church of Christ of Bath

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
Led by Jeremy T. Gilpatric

Graduate Student, College of Fine and Applied Arts
The University of Akron Brass Choir

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  . . . . . . . . Luis M. Proenza
President

GREETINGS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Member
Board of Trustees

MUSIC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prelude to Il Pomo D’Oro by P.A. Cesti
The University of Akron Brass Choir

ADDRESS TO THE CANDIDATES  . . . . . . . . Luis M. Proenza

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (The audience will remain seated.)
Jeremy T. Gilpatric

The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the August 26 morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and
Sciences, College of Nursing, College of Polymer Science and Polmyer Engineering, and Summit College.

In the August 26 afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the College of Engineering,
College of Education, College of Fine and Applied Arts, College of Business Administration and Wayne College.
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THE PRESENTATION OF

DEGREE CANDIDATES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees

Opus 60 no. 1, no. 3, no. 9 and no. 10 by Matteo Carcassi
Opus 6 no. 1 by Frederic Chopin
Opus 7 no. 1 and no. 2 by Frederic Chopin
Etudes no. 1, no. 2 and no. 5 by Heitor Villa-Lobos
Prelude no. 1 by Heitor Villa-Lobos
Gnossienne no. 1 by Erik Satie
Felicidade by Antonio Carlos Jobim

Adam Sarata – Guitar

THE ALMA MATER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See page 33.)
Led by Jeremy T. Gilpatric

The University of Akron Brass Choir

WELCOME OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

TO THE CLASS OF 2006  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 26, Morning
Tammy Jo Fuller (’89)
Engineering Alumni Society

August 26, Afternoon
Shemara D. Freeman (’94, ’96)
National Alumni Board

STUDENT RESPONSE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 26, Morning
Kevin C. Moore

August 26, Afternoon
Damian Lydek

THE AKRON BLUE AND GOLD  . . . . . . . . . . The University of Akron Brass Choir

ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luis M. Proenza

BENEDICTION  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 26, Morning
The Rev. Nancy Arnold

August 26, Afternoon
The Rev. James Cunningham

POSTLUDE AND RECESSIONAL  . . . . . . . . . . (The audience will be seated.)
Suite by Tylman Susato

The University of Akron Brass Choir

*Presentation of candidates are in the order of college founding date.
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ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL & 
CEREMONIAL CUSTOMS

The pageantry of commencement is rooted in traditions that are centuries old. The following information is
designed to assist you in understanding the significance of these ceremonial rites.

Processional
The academic processional is an
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony. The University
marshal leads the procession,
bearing the University Mace,
which represents the authority of
both the University and of the
state. Following the University
marshal are the members of the
platform party including trustees,
recipient(s) of honorary degrees,
and the president of the University,
who wears a medallion with
inscriptions representing the
history of the state and the
University. Next come the
members of the faculty followed
by the degree candidates.

The marching order of candidates
customarily reflects the historical
order in which the various colleges
or schools of the University were
established. Led by marshals, the
candidates for degrees march in
with their respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at
commencement is of medieval
origin. The scholars of Bologna,
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, and
Heidelberg dressed in a manner 
to distinguish themselves from the
merchants and other townsmen.
When the universities first came
into being in the 11th century,
“learned clerks” robed themselves
in gowns, caps, and hoods, thus
signifying the distinction between
“town” and “gown.” As additional
universities came into being, their
faculties adopted distinctive forms
of the gown and hood for bachelors,
masters, and doctors. 

These customs are reflected in
today’s academic attire. In Europe,
a professor generally wears the

type of garment customary in 
the university where he or she is
lecturing. In the United States,
however, professors wear the gown
and hood of the university where
they earned their highest degree.
All commencement ceremony
participants at The University of
Akron are attired in the appropriate
academic apparel. University
marshals are distinguished by 
their blue and gold robes and
Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived
from the squarish cap worn by the
masons of the Middle Ages, or
perhaps was suggested by the
shape of the books which occupied
so much of the scholar’s time. In
the United States, the cap is always
flat and square in shape. In Europe,
one sometimes sees caps of other
varieties. Attached to a button 
atop the mortarboard is a tassel;
associate’s are often silver in color;
bachelor’s and master’s are black 
or of a color appropriate to the
college from which the candidate 
is being graduated; and doctor’s 
are usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply
have been a type of overcoat to
protect the teacher from the cold 
in unheated buildings. The cut 
or style appears to derive from
ecclesiastical attire and most often
is black. The associate’s and
bachelor’s gowns generally have 
a closed front and open sleeves.
The master’s gown more often has
long, closed sleeves, from which
the arms extend through a slit at
the wrist. The doctor’s gown is

faced down the front with velvet
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves
adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn over
the back of the gown, the hood is
faced with colors which denote the
field of study represented by the
wearer’s degree. The colors of the
lining indicate the college or aca-
demic discipline in which the
degree is granted. Recipients of
the doctor of philosophy degree
wear royal blue hoods, and their
caps feature golden tassels. Those
who have earned the doctor of
education degree wear light blue
hoods and tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and academic
disciplines of The University of
Akron are represented by the
following hood and tassel colors:

White Arts and Sciences

Drab Business

Silver Summit College,
Associate’s

Black Summit College,
Bachelor’s

Light Blue Education

Orange Engineering

Dark Brown Fine and 
Applied Arts

Purple Law

Peach Nursing

Gold Polymer Science 
and Polymer
Engineering
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the
ceremony consists of the banners
of the eleven colleges and the
Graduate School. Each banner
bears the name, founding date, and
traditional colors of the college it
represents. Banners were first insti-
tuted at The University of Akron 
in the spring of 1995.

The University Seal 
and the 
Presidential 
Medallion
A seal serves to confirm, ratify, or
secure an emblem, symbol, or 
word that is used to certify a 
signature or authenticate a 
document. The use of official 
seals dates back to the Norman
Conquest in 1066. During the 
next century, seals were used
throughout England to authen-
ticate documents. Persons of 
rank had unique seals befitting
their status. Most seals were
circular or oval-shaped and bore
heraldic designs embossed on 
their faces.

The use of seals became part 
of academic tradition in the
medieval university and continued
to the present. The University 
of Akron, for example, displays 
its seal on diplomas presented 
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the
University’s seal includes an open
book and quill, representative of
the University’s original liberal arts
curriculum. A lamp of learning
shown against a city skyline depicts
the University’s metropolitan set-
ting. Three diagonal bars represent
the private, municipal, and state
stages of the University’s history.
The phoenix, a mythical bird that
is consumed by fire and rises from
its ashes to achieve greater glory, is
a tribute to the University’s rebirth
following the devastating fire of
1899. The seal also displays the
original Buchtel College motto,
Fiat Lux (let there be light).

The University’s current Presi-
dential Medallion, as designed in
the year 2000 by renowned artist
Don Drumm, consists of the
University seal, set in a necklace of
pewter. Originally, the Presidential
Medallion was presented by the
Alumni Association in 1970, com-
memorating the University’s cen-
tennial. The medallion is a symbol
of the authority of the president, as
bestowed by the Board of
Trustees, that traditionally is worn
by the president on important
ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was pre-
sented to The University of Akron
by the Alumni Association on
Founders Day 1970, in recognition
of the University’s founding 100
years earlier as Buchtel College.

Since ancient times, maces have
been symbols of authority for 
many academic and governmental
bodies. The University of Akron’s
Ceremonial Mace is carried by the
University marshal at all formal
academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
rising phoenix. A mythical bird 
that rose anew from its ashes 
to achieve even greater glory, 
the phoenix is a fitting symbol 
for the University whose 
predecessor, Buchtel College, 
suffered a disastrous fire in 1899 
and was rebuilt through the 
generous support of alumni and
the community.

University Seal

Ceremonial
Mace
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UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Trustees

William F. Demas, M.D.
Chair

Ann Amer Brennan, J.D.
Vice Chair

Philip S. Kaufmann, J.D.
Vice Chair

Roland H. Bauer, J.D.
Edward L. Bittle
Howard L. Calhoun, J.D.
Chander Mohan, M.D.
Jack Morrison Jr., J.D.
Richard W. Pogue, J.D.

Student Trustees

Joe Crawford
Deneal Michaels

Officers of the Board
Ted A. Mallo

Vice President and General Counsel
Secretary of the Board

Russell D. Sibert
Vice President of Board Operations

Assistant Secretary of the Board

Officers
Luis M. Proenza

President

Elizabeth J. Stroble
Senior Vice President, Provost

and Chief Operating Officer

F. John Case
Vice President for Finance and

Administration and
Chief Financial Officer

Ted Curtis
Vice President for Capital Planning 

and Facilities Management

John A. LaGuardia
Vice President of Public Affairs 

and Development

Ted A. Mallo
Vice President and General Counsel

George R. Newkome
Vice President for Research,

and Dean, Graduate School

James L. Sage
Vice President for Information

Technology and Chief
Information Officer

Deans
Ronald F. Levant

Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

James W. Barnett
College of Business Administration

Patricia A. Nelson
College of Education 

George K. Haritos
College of Engineering

James M. Lynn
College of Fine and Applied Arts 

(Interim)

George R. Newkome
Graduate School 

Dale H. Mugler
Honors College 

Richard L. Aynes
School of Law

N. Margaret Wineman
College of Nursing

(Interim)

Frank N. Kelley
College of Polymer Science and 

Polymer Engineering

Stanley B. Silverman
Summit College

Karla T. Mugler
University College

Cheryl Kern-Simirenko
University Libraries

John P. Kristofco
Wayne College

UNIVERSITY OFFICERS & DEANS
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August 26, 2006
Morning

Marshal
Rudy Fenwick

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby Jr.
LaVerne Yousey

Assistant Marshals
Cheryl Buchanan
Alethia Cook
Patricia Eaglewolf
Richelle Laipply
Tanya Lundy
Timothy O’Neil
Peter L. Rinaldi
Vicki Rostedt
Tammi Sawyer
Gregory Wilson

August 26, 2006
Afternoon

Marshal
Rudy Fenwick

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby Jr.
Anne Jorgensen

Assistant Marshals
Jean Andrick
Kevin Concannon
Patricia Eaglewolf
Eileen Pennisi
Scott Sawyer
Betsy Tierney
Laura Vinnedge
Donna Webb
Kathryn Wieland

UNIVERSITY MARSHALS

August 26, Morning
Thomas Beck

General Manager, WZIP-FM
Adjunct Assistant Professor,

Communication
College of Fine and Applied Arts

Christine R. Curry
Director, Alumni Association

UNIVERSITY ORATORS

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

August 26, Afternoon
Patricia Hill

Associate Professor,
Communication

College of Fine and Applied Arts

Dudley Turner
Director, School of 

Communication
College of Fine and Applied Arts
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UNIVERSITY FACULTY REPRESENTATIVES

August 26, 2006
Morning
Roland Arter
Charles Barton
Julia Beckett
C. Andre Christie-Mizell
Howard Ducharme
Christopher Eustis
Jamal Feerasta
Sherry Gamble
Paul E. Levy
Jutta Luettmer-Strathmann
Thomas Lukach
Janet Marting
Mary Myers
Michael Nelson
Kelly Pond
Brian Radesic
Susan Ramlo
Kevin Robinson
John P. Szabo
Claire Tessier
Joseph Wilder
Christopher J. Ziegler

August 26, 2006
Afternoon
Steven Ash
Wieslaw Binienda
Thomas Calderon
George Chase
John Cheh
Daniel Deckler
Richard Elliott
Virginia Gunn
Karen Herrington
John Hirschbuhl
Debra Johanyak
Paramjit Kahai
Mona Klingler
Sharon Lesner
Deborah Owens
Ernian Pan
Victor Pinheiro
John Queener
Harri Ramcharran
Shivakumar Sastry
John Savery
Karen Scheel
Daniel Sheffer
Lynn Smolen
Linda Subich
Evelyn Taylor
Tim Vierheller
John Vollmer
Evonn Welton
Victor Wilburn
Yang Hyun Yun
Jiang Zhe

August 26, Morning
Lori Palmer

August 26, Afternoon
Lori Palmer

UNIVERSITY INTERPRETER

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:
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John A. Fink will receive the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.

JOHN A. FINK, M.D.

Dr. John A. Fink, respected vascular surgeon and esteemed leader in the Akron community,
served on The University of Akron Board of Trustees from 1997 through 2006 and is recognized as one
of the architects and principal leaders of the University’s New Landscape for Learning campus enhance-
ment program. 

After earning a bachelor of science degree in microbiology in 1977 and a medical degree in 1980
from The Ohio State University, Dr. Fink rose through his profession to become a highly regarded mem-
ber of Northeast Ohio’s medical community. He maintains a private practice as a vascular surgeon with
Akron Vascular Associates; is an active staff member with the Department of Surgery at Summa Health
Systems; and is affiliated with Akron Children’s Hospital and Akron General Medical Center. Dr. Fink
passes on knowledge to new generations of physicians through his work as an Associate Professor of
Surgery at the Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine. He has served as Chairman of the
Hospital Board of Summa Health System and in multiple positions for Summa, including Chief of
Medical Staff and Secretary/Treasurer of the Medical Staff. 

In 1997 Ohio Governor George Voinovich appointed Dr. Fink to The University of Akron’s
Board of Trustees. In the ensuing years, he has served the Board and the University with distinction in
a variety of roles, including Chairman of the Board from 2005-06; chairman of the Facilities Planning and
Oversight Committee, and the Personnel and Compensation Committee; member of the Collective
Bargaining Committee, the Educational Policy/Student Affairs Committee, the Finance, Fiscal Policy
and Investment Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Personnel and Compensation
Committee, the Rules Committee, and as an Ex-Officio Member of the Planning and Budget
Committee.

Dr. Fink’s most lasting legacy at the University is the campus transformation that he initiated
and oversaw. Shortly after his appointment to UA’s Board in 1997, Dr. Fink was asked to chair the
Facilities Planning and Oversight Committee. He and fellow trustees visited state universities, com-
missioned a study of the campus’ needs, and met with administrators and representatives of the faculty,
students and city. From this extensive database, trustees and University administrators created the basic
blueprint for the campus enhancement program. Ground was broken in 2000 and in just five years, phase
one of the New Landscape for Learning program was completed. The campus blossomed with nine new
buildings, 14 major renovations, more than 50 other capital improvements, 30 acres of new green space,
and thousands of new trees, shrubs and other plantings. The success of this first phase is being contin-
ued as additional structures and features are added to the campus proper, and has led to a renaissance of
some adjacent neighborhoods.

The University of Akron is only one of several Akron area institutions to benefit from Dr. Fink’s
volunteerism. He also has served on the board of trustees of the Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority
and was a member and chairman of the Ohio Public Health Council. For many years he coached youth
league basketball for the Revere School District. 

Dr. Fink is a member of several medical organizations, including the American College of
Surgeons, the Midwest Vascular Society and the American Medical Association. He has published
research in medical journals and given presentations at conferences and professional gatherings.

Dr. Fink is married to Dr. Deborah Owens-Fink. They have four children and live in Richfield. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT
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Mr. Roger T. Read will receive the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.

ROGER T. READ

A highly respected businessman, humanitarian and civic citizen, Roger T. Read is known as a
community leader who shuns the personal spotlight while he quietly and effectively gets the job done.
His membership in The University of Akron community spans nearly half a century, and he is today rec-
ognized as one of our most active alumni.

The son of an Akron schoolteacher and a foreman at Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., Mr. Read
graduated from Buchtel High School and enrolled in The University of Akron. A member of the UA
chapter of Phi Delta Theta, he was elected fraternity president and senior class president. In 1963,
Mr. Read was named Outstanding Greek Man, Outstanding Business Student and received a bachelor’s
degree in industrial management. Following graduation, he served as an officer in the U.S. Army for two
years, earning an Army commendation medal. He returned to Akron and promptly resumed his educa-
tion, earning a master of business administration degree in 1966.

Not long afterward, Mr. Read joined Harwick Chemical Corp., a producer and distributor of
rubber and plastics compounding materials. During 28 years with the company, he served in a number
of management roles, handling assignments in finance, planning, production support, human resources
and product management. In 1989, Mr. Read assumed full leadership of the company as president and
CEO, positions he held until his retirement in 1995. He currently serves on the boards of FirstMerit
Bank, B.W. Rogers Company and the Smithers Group Corp. 

Mr. Read began applying his business talents to community service early in his career. Inspired
by the volunteer activities of his wife and fellow UA graduate, Judy, Mr. Read joined the Akron Rotary
Club in downtown Akron in the 1970s. In the decades that followed, his civic activity grew to include
participation on numerous boards and organizations. Mr. Read serves at this time as a trustee of
Leadership Akron, the Mary S. and David C. Corbin Foundation, and has chaired the boards of Stan
Hywett and the Akron Automobile Club. He was a central figure in Akron’s successful efforts to launch
the Center for Nonprofit Excellence, an organization funded with $4 million from the Knight
Foundation and GAR Foundation to assist nonprofit organizations in Summit County. Mr. Read served
as the center’s board chairman until recently.

An ardent supporter of his alma mater, Mr. Read is the president of The University of Akron
Foundation Board of Directors. He also serves on UA’s College of Business Administration Advance-
ment Council and the H. Kenneth Barker Center for Economic Education Advisory Committee, and is
a past member of the University’s Alumni National Board of Directors. Both he and his wife are gen-
erous financial supporters of the University, and are members of The University of Akron Founder’s
Club and the Society for Tomorrow of the John R. Buchtel Society.

In 2002, when the Akron Community Foundation selected Mr. Read as the recipient of its
Bert A. Polsky Humanitarian Award, an Akron Beacon Journal editorial applauded the choice, noting that
he “has devoted 30 years to a myriad of community causes and organizations…He has done it quietly.
That’s how he likes it.” The University of Akron also has paid due tribute to Mr. Read’s activities and
accomplishments, presenting him with the Dr. Frank L. Simonetti Distinguished Business Alumni
Award in 1989, and an Alumni Honor Award in 1998. 

Mr. Read and his wife, Judy, as well as their son Scott, daughter-in-law Kim and two grandsons,
reside in Akron.

THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT
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Graduation 
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, stu-
dents must have maintained speci-
fied levels of academic achieve-
ment directly related to quality
points earned for all undergraduate
courses taken. The maximum
quality point ratio possible is 4.00.

To qualify for these honors distinc-
tions, students must be receiving a
baccalaureate degree, having
earned a minimum of 64 credits at
The University of Akron; or an
associate degree, having completed
a minimum of 32 credits at
The University of Akron.

The honors levels for each group
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate 
Honors Designation

Cum Laude—
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Magna Cum Laude—
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79

Summa Cum Laude—
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00

Associate 
Honors Designation

With Distinction—
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

With High Distinction—
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79

With Highest Distinction—
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00

Excellence Scholars
Excellence Scholars have
completed the graduation require-
ments of their baccalaureate majors
with cumulative quality point ratios
of at least 3.50. Representing the
highest scoring applicants when
they entered the University as
freshmen, Excellence Scholars
have maintained at least that
quality point ratio throughout their
undergraduate careers.

Rena K. Chandra

Presidential Scholars
Presidential Scholars have
completed the graduation require-
ments of their baccalaureate majors
with cumulative quality point ratios
of at least 3.25. Representing the
top 10% of their high school classes
when they entered the University
as freshmen, Presidential Scholars
have maintained at least that
quality point ratio throughout 
their undergraduate careers.

Chad E. Beery

University Scholars
University Scholars have completed
the graduation requirements of
their baccalaureate majors and of
the University Honors Program with
cumulative quality point ratios of at
least 3.40. The University Honors
Program encourages and assists
exceptionally talented students to
achieve high distinction in academic
work from freshmen through senior
levels and fosters respect and
appreciation for superior intellectual
achievement. University Scholars
have completed honors courses, 
an honors colloquium sequence,
and individually designed senior
honors projects.

Kevin C. Moore
Timothy M. Morton
Jessica A. Smith

Distinguished Students
Distinguished Students have
completed their degree studies 
and the requirements of the
Distinguished Student Program
with a cumulative quality point
ratio of at least 3.40. The
Distinguished Student Program
recognizes and encourages excel-
lence among academically talented
students at Wayne College.

GRADUATION WITH HONORS



August 26, 2006
Morning

Buchtel College of Arts
and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Ronald F. Levant

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Serhan Mehmet Boduroglu
Chemistry

BS, Bogazici University, Turkey 

Dissertation: “New Supramolecu-
lar Approach for Sugar Analysis”

Adviser: Dr. Jun Hu

Tang Ding
Chemistry

BS, Tianjin University, China 

Dissertation: “The Structure,
Photophysics and Modification of
Free Base Porphyrinoids”

Adviser: Dr. Christopher J. Ziegler

Natalia Farkas
Chemistry

BA, Esterhazy Karoly Teacher Training
College, Hungary; MS, The University
of Akron 

Dissertation: “Scanning Probe
Microscope Oxidation and High-
voltage Parallel Writing on Metal
and Metal Nitride Thin Films”

Adviser: Dr. Rex D. Ramsier

Wumin Guo
Chemistry

BS, Peking University, China 

Dissertation: “Modeling of
Solubility Parameters and
Permeation Data of Organic
Solvents in Butyl Gloves”

Adviser: Dr. James K. Hardy

Matthew C. Hiner
History

BA, Muskingum College;
MA, Youngstown State University 

Dissertation: “Nationalization and
Deregulation: The Creation of
Conrail and the Demise of the
ICC, 1973-1980”

Adviser: Dr. Gregory Wilson

Russell E. Johnson
Psychology – Industrial/Organizational
Psychology

BA, University of Calgary, Canada;
MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Uncovering the
Motivational Processes Underlying
Justice: The Cognitive, Affective,
and Conative Effects of
Experiencing (Un)Fairness”

Adviser: Dr. Robert G. Lord

Jung Wook Kim
Urban Studies and Public Affairs

BPA, Dankook University, Korea;
MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “The Role of
Institutional Factors in Modeling
the Location of Urban Infill
Housing Development in
Declining U.S. Cities: A Study of
Cleveland, Ohio”

Adviser: Dr. Richard E.
Klosterman

Beth Grefe Linderbaum
Psychology – Industrial/Organizational
Psychology

BS, Valparaiso University, IN; 
MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Feedback
Orientation: The Development
and Validation of a Multidimen-
sional Measure”

Adviser: Dr. Paul E. Levy

CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES

twelve

Diane Michelle Monaghan
Psychology – Industrial/Organizational
Psychology

BA, BS, University of California, Santa
Barbara; MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Emotional Labor in
Customer Service Work: The
Perceived Difficulty and
Dispositional Antecedents”

Adviser: Dr. Dennis Doverspike

Corrie Elizabeth Pogson
Psychology – Industrial/Organizational
Psychology

BA, University of Kansas; 
MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Identity and Inertia:
Can Fairness Heuristics be
Changed?”

Adviser: Dr. Paul E. Levy

Christopher C. Rosen
Psychology – Industrial/Organizational
Psychology

BA, Washington and Lee University, Va.;
MA, Appalachian State University, N.C. 

Dissertation: “Politics, Stress, and
Exchange Perceptions: A Dual
Process Model Relating
Organizational Politics to
Employee Outcomes”

Adviser: Dr. Paul E. Levy

Deepa Savant
Chemistry

BS, MS, University of Pune, India 

Dissertation: “Multidimensional
NMR Studies of Poly(ethylene-co-
vinyl acetate-co-carbon-monoxide)”

Adviser: Dr. Peter L. Rinaldi

Jean-Anne Sutherland
Sociology

BA, Georgia State University; 
MA, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “ ‘What Can I Do
Different, What Could be Better,
What Could You Do More?’: Guilt,
Shame and Mothering”

Adviser: Dr. Charles Andre
Christie-Mizell



thirteen

College of Polymer
Science and Polymer
Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Frank N. Kelley

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Dhawal Piyushkumar Dharaiya
Polymer Engineering

BE, University of Pune, India; 
MS, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Effects of Nanoclay
and Conductive Carbon Black on
Morphology Development in
Chaotic Mixing of Immiscible
Polymers”

Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana

Zehra Kalkan
Polymer Engineering

BE, Middle East Technical University,
Turkey 

Dissertation: “The Generation and
Thermo-mechanical Characteriza-
tion of Advanced Polyamide-6, 6
Nanocomposites Using Interfacial
Polycondensation”

Adviser: Dr. Lloyd A. Goettler

Sergey Lapshin
Polymer Engineering

BS, Mendeleev University of Chemical
Technology, Russia 

Dissertation: “Experimental and
Theoretical Study of Polyolefin-
clay Nanocomposites Prepared
with Aid of Power Ultrasound”

Adviser: Dr. Avraam I. Isayev

Disha Mehtani
Polymer Science

BE, Maharashtra Institute of
Technology, India 

Dissertation: “Development and
Optimization of Scanning Nano-
raman Spectroscopy”

Adviser: Dr. Alexei P. Sokolov

Amy M. Philips
Polymer Science

BS, University of Minnesota 

Dissertation: “The Universality of
Transitional Flow Behavior in
Entangled Polymer Solutions”

Adviser: Dr. Shi-Qing Wang

Vikas Varshney
Polymer Science

B Tech, Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi 

Dissertation: “Modeling the
Physical Behavior of Helical
Polymers”

Adviser: Dr. Gustavo A. Carri

Huiming Xiong
Polymer Science

BS, PhD, Jilin University, China 

Dissertation: “Single Crystal
Engineering of Linear Tri-block
Copolymers Crystallization and
Polymer Brushes”

Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z. Cheng



fourteen

Buchtel College of Arts
and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Ronald F. Levant

MASTER OF APPLIED POLITICS

Jillian L. Glenn

MASTER OF ARTS

Mohammad M. Alsharif
History

Christie M. Cox
Psychology

Ronald L. Fields
English

Cameron D. Flint
History

Chris D. Fluckinger
Psychology

Seth M. Ford
History

Mahmut Gokmen
Geography

Jocelyn J. Gooch
English – Composition Track

Stephen T. Graef
Psychology

Jane B. Gregory
Psychology

Micah A. Jeffers
Psychology

Jenifer L. Knight
History

Denise A. Lacombe
History

Nicholas R. Lakostik
English – Composition Track

Emily K. Lane
English – Composition Track

Erin C. MacDougall
Psychology

Jesse R. Mann
Sociology

David E. Materna
English

Dustin D. Meeker
History

Wendy Muller
Psychology

Stephen T. Norris
Political Science

Alison L. O’Malley
Psychology

Lei Qin
Psychology

Samantha A. Ritchie
Psychology

Caroline P. Rowe
History

Leah A. Schell
English – Composition Track

Brigette Marie Shy
Psychology

Mark A. Sudimak
History

Sujata Suryanarayanan
Economics

David J. Swope
History

Carrie A. Thorndyke
Urban Studies

Jennifer B. Turney
Sociology

Brooke A. Zegler
Psychology

Angela M. Zombek
History

MASTER OF PUBLIC

ADMINISTRATION

Jon Scott Barber
David M. Benjamin
Michael D. Firth II
Alexis M. Jemison-Knott
Kyle Kutuchief
Theresa M. McCune
Arup Nandi
Prabir K. Sarkar
Edmund C. Stazyk

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Prashant Anantha Krishnan
Computer Science

Rudra P. Aryal
Physics

Misty D. Ayers
Biology

Michael R. Berg
Physics

Kiran V. Bhaskar
Computer Science

Traci L. Branch
Biology

Adina Rosario Brett Paez
Biology

Bradley Wayne Buczynski
Biology

Ines Busuladzic
Applied Mathematics

Kathryn L. Cerrone
Mathematics

Pratibha Chapagain
Computer Science

Richard W. Deneen III
Physics

Shanmuga Sundaram Deva
Sundaram
Computer Science

Jeffrey J. Dunmire
Biology

Jeannie M. Epperly
Biology

Gaurav Garewal
Computer Science

Sara E. Good
Biology

Russell R. Graef
Biology

Paul M. Hamrick
Applied Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES

Brian R. Ingalls
Geology – Earth Science

James T. Joyner
Applied Mathematics

Brad L. Justice
Applied Mathematics

Eryn Michelle Kalbfleisch
Statistics

Shruti Krishnaswamy
Computer Science

Shanthanand Kutuva Rabindranath
Computer Science

Annissa R. Langworthy
Biology

Songxin Liang
Computer Science

Nathan F. Manning
Biology

Christopher P. Marks
Biology

Olga Mayevska
Physics

Jeffery Adel Migid-Hamzza
Biology

Prashanth Reddy Modugu
Computer Science

Kevin C. Moore
Applied Mathematics – BS/MS

Cari Ann Murray
Chemistry

Andrew S. Mykrantz
Applied Mathematics

Aaron Matthew Orians
Applied Mathematics

Prashanth Puliyadi Krishnakumar
Ramachery
Computer Science

Krishna Kanth Rayasam
Computer Science

Parvath Reddy
Computer Science

Mark W. Roberts
Applied Mathematics

Heidi Noel von Spiegel Robinson
Applied Mathematics

Thomas F. Sanderson
Biology

Vijaya Laxmankumar
Sannellappanavar
Computer Science

Tara N. Schreiber
Chemistry

Keerthi Siddapareddy
Computer Science

Preeti Singhal
Computer Science

Yang Sun
Physics

Neha Tiwari
Computer Science

Donald Gene Vardon Jr.
Geography/Geographic Information
Sciences

Matthew C. Weinreich
Geology



fifteen

College of Nursing
Founded 1967

Interim Dean N. Margaret
Wineman

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN NURSING

Melanie S. Blasingim
Nursing Anesthesia

Howard W. Brown
Nursing Anesthesia

Kristine E. Burbacher
Nursing Anesthesia

Brandy L. Cooley-Debolt
Nursing Anesthesia

Bryan A. Coufalik
Nursing Anesthesia

Angelo Donatelli
Nursing Anesthesia

Christopher P. Donohue
Nursing Anesthesia

Gholam R. Emami
Nursing Anesthesia

Thomas J. Falzoi
Nursing Anesthesia

Deena L. Gruber
Nursing Anesthesia

Tina M. Gruly
Nursing Anesthesia

Heather E. Harris
Nursing Anesthesia

Brian Hinchman
Nursing Anesthesia

Susan M. Kirchner
Nursing Anesthesia

Douglas Christian Knieriem
Nursing Anesthesia

David B. Koontz
Nursing Anesthesia

Julia C. Lesko
Nursing Anesthesia

Elizabeth J. Lopez
Nursing Anesthesia

Meredith L. Macaluso
Nursing Anesthesia

Nancy K. May
Nursing Service Administration

James A. Oster
Nursing Anesthesia

Ricardo S. Pineda III
Nursing Anesthesia

Christopher J. Rosile
Nursing Anesthesia

Michelle M. Simpson
Nursing Anesthesia

Geraldine M. Sparks
Nursing Anesthesia

Ryan L. Stevenson
Nursing Anesthesia

Brian Ronald Storad
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicolle Marie Swiatkowski
Nursing Anesthesia

Travis Brian Terrell
Nursing Anesthesia

Sarah Ann Torabi
Nursing Anesthesia

Matthew James Weller
Nursing Anesthesia

College of Polymer
Science and Polymer
Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Frank N. Kelley

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Emilie D. Gautriaud
Polymer Science

Andrea R. Macy
Polymer Science

Kenneth E. Milam
Polymer Science

Xiaoming Wang
Polymer Science

Michael Yang
Polymer Science



sixteen

Buchtel College of Arts
and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Ronald F. Levant

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Donald T. Andrews
Claudia L. Armocida
Rita T. Arrington
Jennifer L. Barry
Pamela Bills

Cum Laude
Robert E. Boltz
Tony L. Bradford
Tina L. Brewer
Bethany L. Cingel
John R. Cline
Brian Eric Dalton
Erin L. Daly

Cum Laude
Adrienne M. Dansby
Allison R. Davies
Pamela J. Denholm

Cum Laude
Bruce E. Dobbins Jr.
Cathleen L. Donahue
Ian D. Duey
Daniel P. Fedorchak
Lindsay E. Feiten
Dionne C. Fennell
Erika L. Graham
Leanne M. Grigaitis
Kaylan M. Grove
Michael J. Grzeskowiak
Michael M. Hallock(1)

DaNeen Y. Harrison
Jessica A. Hartzler
Jamie L. Hoffman

Magna Cum Laude
David V. Holland
Denise M. Hollenbach

Summa Cum Laude
Carli N. Holmes
Cindie L. Hurrelbrink
Christopher S. Ickes
Peter J. Ipnar
Natalie M. Jacobs

Magna Cum Laude
Karla Sherie Johnson
Kimberly A. Kinat
Nicole M. Kohankie
Douglas C. Kruthaupt
Marisa E. Lalli
Katie L. Lansden
Katherine Marie Liepold
Theodore Lincoln Lilley
Sean Gary Long
Ross D. Lopatkovich
Joseph S. Love

Tia M. Madison
Jeanne E. Majercak
Denise Lorene McKee
Christina L. McKenzie

Summa Cum Laude
Carrie L. Miller

Cum Laude
Lindsay G. Mills
Jason M. Moliterno
Tamany A. Moore

Cum Laude
Taria M. Morris
Tiffany A. Morrison
Timothy M. Morton

Magna Cum Laude
Audra N. Nowak

Cum Laude
Ashley M. O’Brien
Dean W. Parsons
Nomiki M. Pastrikos

Cum Laude
Tamala R. Perryman
Rachel J. Petrey(2)

Dustin A. Pfaff
Danielle M. Pierce
Mark Andrew Pireu
Ryan J. Pitchure
Kenneth L. Pollock III
Michelle R. Post
Lindsey R. Power

Summa Cum Laude
Rosemary Proehl

Magna Cum Laude
Brian Christopher Ransom
Toni M. Ravis
Steven R. Reese
Nicole B. Rivera
Jennifer L. Rocco

Magna Cum Laude
Amber M. Ross
Michael J. Sales Jr.
Erin Marie Scafidi
Stephen A. Seyerle
Janeen Marie Simon
Jessica A. Smith

Summa Cum Laude
Kayla A. Smith
Mark A. Snyder
John Charles Stouffer III
Abigail M. Sutphen

Magna Cum Laude
Montoya L. Tatum
Olivia R. Valdez
Tony Vue
Amy L. Williams
Eileen R. Zirlin

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

(1) Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in 
Two Disciplines

(2) Paul E. Martin Scholar

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Christin M. Domonkos
Summa Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Asim S. Ahmed
Abdullahi A. Ali
Rena K. Chandra

Summa Cum Laude
Anne E. Clough
Michael A. Cottrill
Samantha Marie Cubero
Debra J. DeWitt
Chad P. Durastanti
Deborah E. Eapen

Magna Cum Laude
Troy J. Edgehouse
Nicole M. Gaydosh

Cum Laude
Kelly A. Granath
Darla M. Greenwald
Sathyan Gurumurthy

Cum Laude
Jeffrey R. Hooper
Aruna D. Kodali

Cum Laude
Aaron P. McClure

Cum Laude
Kevin C. Moore

Summa Cum Laude
Sarah Eileen Morris
Jocelyn O. Norris

Magna Cum Laude
Rochelle A. Prudic
Arun Ragothaman

Magna Cum Laude
Mahati N. Reddy

Summa Cum Laude
Jason E. Rostedt
Abdo Yahya Saadi
Prachi Sharma
Jason R. Swiger
Meredith F. Todd
Zin Min Tun

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

Brett A. Cooper
Jorge DeCardenas
Harlan W. Frerking III
Justin R. Pennington
Tim J. Reynolds
Kevin M. Scheutzow

Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHIC

INFORMATION SCIENCES

Becky L. Robbins
Summa Cum Laude



seventeen

College of Nursing
Founded 1967

Interim Dean N. Margaret
Wineman

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN NURSING

Reyhanna H. Abdullah
Sera Ahlawat
Samuel O. Antwi
Eleni E. Armatas

Cum Laude
Crystal M. Bleigh
Ruslana Bobyk
Margaret A. Bridge

Magna Cum Laude
Donna M. Busson
Stacey D. Champe
Ellen R. Cicero

Cum Laude
Danielle Marie Colebank
Karla L. Davis

Magna Cum Laude
Kimberly D. Enochs
Alfea R. Flowers
Patrice J. Fox

Magna Cum Laude
Brian Patrick Gifford
Mary Kathleen Gliva

Summa Cum Laude
David John Gschnell
Nannette M. Hanlin

Cum Laude
Meera E. Harris
Sonya P. Heitic
Erin D. Heron

Cum Laude
Heather M. Hess

Magna Cum Laude
Mattea N. Hess
Amy M. Hutchison

Summa Cum Laude
Amanda L. Hyatt
Cassandra Pretice James-Ivery
Kristen N. Jones
Jennifer L. Jurkowski

Cum Laude
Jennifer D. Kraus

Magna Cum Laude
Michelle J. Maiorano
Elizabeth A. Mariani

Cum Laude
Peter J. Marshall
Kelly Marie McQuown

Magna Cum Laude
Katrina L. Mielke

Cum Laude
Tiffany N. Miller
Laura T. Mole
Jennifer L. Mroczkowski

Summa Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN POLITICAL SCIENCE/
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Kevin C. Brecht
Magna Cum Laude

Daniel P. Bucher Jr.
Magna Cum Laude

Scott T. Cook
Amber D. Crisp
Irvin O. Dewey III
John David Dronzek
Jennifer Lynn Horne
Marquita L. Howard
Tabetha R. Howe
Robert C. King

Cum Laude
Patrick T. Mazzei
Andrew G. Nowling
Mary Ann Ross
Michelle A. Sawyer
Shanna E. Schlabach

Cum Laude
Jennifer Melissa Shook
Bryan T. Smeltz
Desireé Marie Taylor(3)

Magna Cum Laude
Johnathon M. Taylor

Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

POLITICAL SCIENCE/
PUBLIC POLICY MANAGEMENT

Megann M. Eberhart

Lisa M. Mueller
Magna Cum Laude

Shamsi Nikfarjam
Marilyn Nottingham

Magna Cum Laude
Stephanie L. Palmer
Yolanda Vallejo Pamesa
Geoffrey A. Petranek

Cum Laude
Jeffery D. Price
Melonie A. Queberg

Cum Laude
Kristan M. Ramsier

Cum Laude
Karen R. Reed
Sarah E. Reese
Michelle J. Rosen
Harold F. Roudebush Jr.
Allison R. Russo
Gina M. Sanate
Susan M. Schaefer

Cum Laude
Kathleen T. Seasholtz

Magna Cum Laude
Erin F. Siegler

Magna Cum Laude
Lauren Marie Stein

Cum Laude
Geralyn R. Stepic
Kristi L. Stokey

Magna Cum Laude
Glendora Selidio Tan
Ann M. Taylor
Kimberly Y. Teodosio

Cum Laude
Jadee VanderCica

Summa Cum Laude
Paul J. Wiseman Jr.

Cum Laude
Nicole L. Woodall
Stephanie L. Wright

Magna Cum Laude

(3) Paul E. Martin Scholar



Summit College
Founded 1964

Dean Stanley B. Silverman

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

AUTOMATED MANUFACTURING

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Jeffrey E. Mullin
Timothy J. Sas

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY

Eric C. Boggs
Samantha L. Booth
Clifford E. Hemlinger

Cum Laude
Keith G. Much
Barry W. Pruitt

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY

Gary D. Glick
Kevin A. Toth

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Christopher J. Anicas
Cum Laude

Michael R. Bean
Christopher A. Durfee
Jeremy Matthew Emerson
Mario G. Formisano
Jennifer M. Harvey
Nathan P. Hoerig
Aaron D. Hurd

Magna Cum Laude
Michael C. Klag

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY

Thomas J. Breiding
Ryan S. Cooke
Thomas R. Fichter
Thomas M. Ford
Joseph W. Franczak III
Matthew J. Hoffman

Cum Laude
Matthew L. Miller

Cum Laude
Chris D. Napier
Cory L. Prescott
Jason L. Thomas

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

SURVEYING AND MAPPING

TECHNOLOGY

William E. Trunick Jr.

eighteen

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES (CONT.)



nineteen

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN HOSPITALITY

MANAGEMENT

Aaron R. Francis
Mark Christopher Hakin
Hoi Ting Kwan
Brano Lukic
Adam J. Pondillo
Zoran Terzic

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN MARKETING AND

SALES TECHNOLOGY

Lindsey G. Kistler

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN OFFICE

ADMINISTRATION

Nicole L. Wood

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN COMMUNITY

SERVICES TECHNOLOGY

Vonda G. Benson
Tina L. King

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN CONSTRUCTION

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Lance M. Buckey
With High Distinction

Keith G. Much
Scott W. Sander
James L. Shackelford

Summit College
Founded 1964

Dean Stanley B. Silverman

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

Donald W. Boley
Erin N. Colton
Sharon K. Davis

With Distinction
Chris Distel
Charles M. Garvin
Carrie C. Gwinn
Robert G. Marquis
Tricia D. Morgan
Mary Ann Ross
Marissa J. Underwood

With Distinction
Pamela L. Woodall

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN BUSINESS

MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY

Brandon L. Ashbrook
Barbara E. Bailey
Carl D. Bosley

With High Distinction
Daisha A. Holloway
Alexis N. Smith

With Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN COMPUTER

INFORMATION SYSTEMS

William E. Bassett
With Highest Distinction

Christopher A. Deck
With Distinction

Cynthia I. Dukes
With Highest Distinction

Jeremy D. McGurk
Ian T. Stewart

With High Distinction
Jonathan A. Webber

CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE DEGREES

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

TECHNOLOGY

Italia M. Barnes
Tiffany A. Brammer

With Distinction
Katherine A. Cronin

With High Distinction
Erin M. Day
Kurt J. Dirker

With Distinction
James P. Filon
Mary L. Infantino

With High Distinction
Harvey S. Jeter
Justin A. Kaye
Jessica M. Kielmeyer
Tamica M. Mineo
Jerry L. Myers
Odyssey L. Peoples
Douglas G. Ritzenthaler
Justin Daniel Sherlock
Catrice N. Thornton
Francis M. Yurich Jr.

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN DRAFTING AND

COMPUTER DRAFTING

TECHNOLOGY

Raymond C. Collins
CaRea G. Wade

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

DEVELOPMENT

Natalie Elizabeth Jensen
Stephanie L. Matuch
Dawn T. Robinson

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN ELECTRONIC

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Kevin A. Toth
Michael J. Wagner



ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES

TECHNOLOGY

David R. Herholz
With High Distinction

Robert J. Murray

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN FIRE PROTECTION

TECHNOLOGY

John D. Dolensky
Charles S. Piggford III
Ryan Scott Piotrowski
James K. Redfern
Dominic M. Schirripa
Jason D. Wellman

With Distinction
Aaron B. Wickham

With High Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN MANUFACTURING

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Chad A. Beyer

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN MECHANICAL

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Jason M. Carnes
Shane P. Dockrill
Richard G. Russell
Ralf Siehl

With Highest Distinction
Jason L. Thomas

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN PARALEGAL

STUDIES

Sarah A. Herrmann
With Highest Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN RADIOLOGIC

TECHNOLOGY

Stephanie L. Bieri
With Highest Distinction

Nicole Lynne Bodjanac
Stephanie M. Bonilla
Nicole M. Bowen

With Distinction
Marycarol E. Buck

With High Distinction
Danielle M. Butler
Anthony I. Ezeh
Matthew S. Gable

With Highest Distinction
Melissa K. Gibson

With Highest Distinction
Michelle K. Gustafson
Jenifer L. Hange

With Highest Distinction
Meredith A. Huth
William E. Jackson
Allison Rae Ketterman

With Distinction
Mark D. Langen

With Highest Distinction
Mandy Lawhorn

With Distinction
Elton P. Monday
Cristina M. Oliver
Ty J. Salvaterra
Trudee N. Stopher
Kristina M. Timofeev
Angela M. Trumphour
Sylvia Vue
Kendra K. Welch
Mark J. Wesig Jr.

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN SURGICAL

TECHNOLOGY

Cherise D. Calhoun
Wassiliki C. Collier
Jacquelyn A. Csora

With Distinction
Denise L. Dinsmore
Nicole L. Joseph
Amanda L. Kline
Amy M. Lingelbach
Amber L. McBride

With Distinction
Shaun P. Meehan
Aimee N. Oostdyk

With Distinction
Jackolyn E. Parham

With Distinction
Elizabeth A. Price
Clark J. Romine

With Highest Distinction
Kelly A. Sammon
Stephanie R. Sewell
Hai N. To
Heather M. Wenneman

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN SURVEYING AND

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY

Barry W. Pruitt
Renae M. Shafer
Jacob L. Workman

twenty
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Afternoon

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Maryam Mahmoud Akho-
Zahieh
Electrical Engineering

BE, MS, Kuwait University 

Dissertation: “Design and Analysis
of Multicarrier Multicode Wavelet
Packets Based CDMA
Communication Systems with
Multiuser Detection”

Adviser: Dr. Okechukwu C.
Ugweje

Abdulhadi A. Al-Juhni
Chemical Engineering

BS, MS, King Fahd University of
Petroleum & Minerals, Saudi Arabia 

Dissertation: “Incorporation of
Less Toxic Antifouling
Compounds into Silicone Coatings
to Achieve Their Slow Release
While Preventing Biofouling”

Adviser: Dr. Bi-Min Zhang Newby

Chun-Chiang Chen
Chemical Engineering

BS, Chinese Culture University, China;
MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Rhamnolipids
Production with Denitrying
Pseudomonas Aeruginosa”

Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Feng Han
Civil Engineering

BE, MS, Shanghai Jiaotong University 

Dissertation: “Development of
Novel Green’s Functions and
Their Applications to Multiphase
and Multilayered Structures”

Adviser: Dr. Ernian Pan

Prathyusha Katta
Chemical Engineering

B Tech, Andhra University 

Dissertation: “Development,
Characterization and Testing of
Titanium Dioxide Nanofibers
Enhanced Ceramic Fibrous Filter
Medium for Filtration
Applications”

Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Xinguo Kong
Civil Engineering

BE, ME, Southeast University, China 

Dissertation: “Application of
Nanoporous Materials in
Mechanical Systems”

Adviser: Dr. Yu Qiao

Akin F. Kuguoglu
Engineering – Applied Mathematics

BS, MS, Akdeniz University, Turkey;
MS, Case Western Reserve University 

Dissertation: “Framework and
Analysis of Rate One and Turbo
Coded MIMO-CDMA
Communication Systems’ 

Adviser: Dr. Okechukwu C.
Ugweje

Xin Ouyang
Mechanical Engineering

BE, ME, Tongji University, China 

Dissertation: “Constitutive
Equations of Rubber under Large
Tensile Strain and High Strain
Rates”

Adviser: Dr. Michelle S. Hoo Fatt

Luo Yang
Civil Engineering

BS, Zhejiang University, China 

Dissertation: “Reliability-based
Design and Quality Control of
Driven Piles”

Adviser: Dr. Robert Y. Liang

CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES



College of Education
Founded 1921

Dean Patricia A. Nelson

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Julie A. Janco-Gidley
Counseling Psychology

BA, Case Western Reserve University;
MA, Cleveland State University 

Dissertation: “Personal and Social
Factors Associated with Levels of
Eating Disorder Symptoms in the
Postpartum Period: An Application
of the “Tend and Befriend” Model
of Stress Responses for Women”

Adviser: Dr. Linda M. Subich

Mahnaz Nowroozi Mousavi
Counseling Psychology

BS, Alzahra University, Iran; 
MA, Iran University of Medical Sciences
& Health Services 

Dissertation: “Quality of Life and
Racial Indentity among Black
Women Survivors of Childhood
Sexual Abuse”

Adviser: Dr. John E. Queener

Salvatore A. Sanders
Secondary Education

BS AS, Youngstown State University;
MSTE, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Effect of Learner
Attributes, Dialogue and Course
Structure on Students’ Satisfaction
and Performance in Online Course
Environments”

Adviser: Dr. John J. Hirschbuhl

Kristine Lynn Still
Elementary Education

BS Ed, The University of Akron; 
MA, Walsh University 

Dissertation: “The Connection
between Teacher Practices and
Beliefs When Integrating
Technology with Literacy
Instruction: A Multi Case Study of
Two Exemplary Primary Grade
Teachers”

Adviser: Dr. Lynn A. Smolen

Cynthia A. Yamokoski
Counseling Psychology

BA, Kent State University;
MA, University of Toledo 

Dissertation: “ABC’s of Suicidol-
ogy: The Role of Affect in Suicidal
Behaviors and Cognitions”

Adviser: Dr. Karen Scheel

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Dwight A. Bishop
Educational Administration

BA, University of North Carolina;
MA Ed, The University of Akron 

Dissertation: “Met Expectations’
Impact on Student Outcomes in
Web-based Courses”

Adviser: Dr. John J. Hirschbuhl

twenty-two

College of Fine and
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Interim Dean James M. Lynn

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

Kelli Kristen Calvert
B Ed, University of Toldeo 

Erica Michelle Campbell
BA, The University of Akron 

Anna M. Durtschi
BS, Ohio University 

Stacey R. Lim
BA, College of Wooster 

Kristina Mankin
BS, Bowling Green State University 

Kirsten Michele Marconi
BA, Ohio State University 

Pamela J. Oliver
BA, The University of Akron 

Michael Paul Scott
BS, Saint Louis University, MO;
MS, Central Institute for the Deaf, MO 

Robert P. Smith II
BA, The University of Akron 

Gina Marie Stillitano
BA, The University of Akron 

CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES (CONT.)



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Donald R. Dentler
Vineel Mallela
Richard W. Nicholson
James J. Ramsey
Jeffery A. Slisik
Andre E. Soto
Charles J. Van Horn

twenty-three

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN CHEMICAL ENGINEERING

James C. Fisher
Amanda Dzintra Sans

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN CIVIL ENGINEERING

Dabit Acharya
Nermeen Albataineh
Mahesh Bejgum
Ramon Ortiz-Morgado
Falgun B. Surani

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

I-Hsine Chu
Hima Bindu Damecharla
Praveen Medisetti
Christophe Xavier Salgues
Douglas Scott Waggoner

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN ENGINEERING

Rebecca L. Blice
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Hitesh R. Choithramani
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Andrew J. Ditto
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Saket S. Kulkarni
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Garima Mathur
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Dhruv Mehta
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Duane D. Miller
Engineering

Nilimb V. Misal
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Lakshmi C. Namballa
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Benjamin J. Olechnowicz
Engineering: Engineering Management
Specialization

Anand Parikh
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Li Sheng
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Prashant Singh
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Nemath F. Syed Shah
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Tasha R. Williams
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering
Specialization

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES



College of Education
Founded 1921

Dean Patricia A. Nelson

MASTER OF ARTS

IN EDUCATION

Holly Marie Anderson
Counseling – Community Counseling

Amanda Sue Balbaugh
Elementary Education

Katherine M. Bedell
Principalship

David L. Blankenship
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Gary Francis Bodenschatz
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Elizabeth Ann Brady-Toomey
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Mariah Lee Cadnum
Educational Administration

Eric J. Christopher
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Christopher Nickolas Conley
Educational Administration –
Higher Education Administration

Carrie L. Daily
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Carolyn Anita David-Graves
Counseling – Community Counseling

Erin E. Dodds
Counseling – Community Counseling

Nicole M. Dolis
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Keri C. Dornack
Principalship

Gwynne Eley
Elementary Education – Literacy

Charles J. Elsey
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Tugba Ercan
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Andrew James Fisher
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Christina W. Foisie-Mundy
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Victoria L. Fugate
Elementary Education – Literacy

Kameka J. Fullwood
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

John J. Grabowski
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Vince Hercules
Elementary Education

Deborah K. Hintz
Elementary Education

twenty-four

Suzanne Marie Hrubik
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Carie Elizabeth Jackson
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Benjamin A. Janchar
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Dianne E. Jansing
Elementary Education – Literacy

Michael S. Johnson
Educational Administration

Rita Rose Kingsbury
Educational Administration

James C. Kish
Educational Administration

Kelly M. Kotch
Ed Found – Social/Philosophical
Foundations of Education

Charles N. Laube
Educational Administration –
Higher Education Administration

LuAnn Lauer
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Xinyuan Li
Educational Administration –
Higher Education Administration

Jodi Lynn Margie
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Britney Diane Maxwell
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Paul D. McIntyre
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Tiffany J. McKinney
Counseling – Community Counseling

Monica Lynn Meyer
Elementary Education

Nicholas J. Modugno
Educational Administration

Rita F. Morrison
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Kimberly E. Moton
School Counseling

Sandra K. Oliver
School Counseling

Jessica S. Owens
Counseling – Community Counseling

Denise M. O’Wesney
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Debra M. Parks
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Amy C. Pesta
Secondary Education

Alan D. Pocaro
Secondary Education

Roseann Richie
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Katie Riggle
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Helen E. Rotnem
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Phillip R. Smith
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Catherine S. Spence
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Cydney Spohn
Ed Found – Social/Philosophical
Foundations of Education

Katharina L. Stutz
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Erin R. Sullivan
Counseling – Classroom Guidance
for Teachers

Joseph P. Tankersley
Principalship

Laura K. Tonsic
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Allyson M. Van Horn
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Craig E. Wargowsky
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Kristy M. Welsh
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Jessica Lyn Williams
School Counseling

Melissa M. Williamson
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Steven T. Williamson
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Andrew N. Yanchunas
Principalship

Shawn Michael Zavodney
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

Michael D. Zellers
Educational Foundations –
Instructional Technology

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES (CONT.)



MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN EDUCATION

Mary E. Anzelmo
Counseling – Community Counseling

Adam G. Bray
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Jennifer M. Burns
Secondary Education with Licensure

Kristy R. Castillo
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Erin M. Cullen
Secondary Education with Licensure

Sabrina R. Donatelli
Secondary Education

Carl W. Dornan
Physical Education – 
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Julie K. Janecek
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

Candace A. Joshua
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Alma J. Kryah-Deblasio
Secondary Education with Licensure

Jennifer L. Lawrence
Educational Administration

Margaret D. Lazzerini
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Danelle M. Lough
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Colleen M. Manzo
Physical Education – 
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Carrie A. Marochino
Principalship

Joseph P. Marshall Jr.
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Donna R. McCoy Davis
Physical Education – 
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Dawn M. McDaniel
Physical Education – 
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Deborah A. Mitchell
Counseling – Classroom Guidance
for Teachers

Heather N. Pollock
Secondary Education with Licensure

Angela Rae Saniat
Physical Education – 
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Christopher D. Schorsten
Secondary Education

Daniel R. Scourfield
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Carolyn M. Selby
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Justin B. Shank
Principalship

Brian A. Siftar
Principalship

Jill A. Sluga
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Natalie Spradling
Principalship

Catherine A. Stoynoff
Secondary Education with Licensure

Kristen J. Terry
Physical Education – 
Sport Science/Coaching

Carley A. Weber
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Lauren E. Zwirn
Counseling – Marriage and
Family Therapy

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION

LouAnn L. Foerster
Postsecondary Technical Education –
Instructional Technology

Dawn M. Meehan
Postsecondary Technical Education

Jeff S. Novy
Postsecondary Technical Education

Eleni N. Walter
Postsecondary Technical Education

College of Business
Administration
Founded 1953

Dean James W. Barnett

MASTER OF SCIENCE

IN ACCOUNTANCY

Nicholas G. Accordino Jr.
Accounting

Megan Leigh Beard
Accounting – Information Systems

Kossivi Dodor
Accounting

Erica M. Fergason
Accounting

Courtney L. McMichael
Accounting

Thomas R. Rhodes
Accounting – Information Systems

Gayathri Venugopal
Accounting

Guanghao Xiao
Accounting

MASTER OF BUSINESS

ADMINISTRATION

Masahiro Akatsuka
International Business for
International Executives

Joel T. Befus
International Business

Lindsay A. Blaine
Finance – International Finance

Mark L. Bolls
Management

James T. Cavanaugh
Strategic Marketing

Matthew D. Collin
Management

Edgardo R. Cora
Management

Usha Kiran Reddy Danda
Finance

Rachel L. Fink
Accounting

Hilary M. Gorrell
Strategic Marketing

Jeffrey L. Gower
International Business

Lisa A. Hertzig
Strategic Marketing

Hsiu-Yu Huang
International Business for
International Executives

Justin A.D. Jeffers
Strategic Marketing

Sae Heung Ju
International Business for
International Executives

Vorakchan Khieu
Strategic Marketing

Kyoung Min Kim
International Business

Katie R. Kurth
Strategic Marketing

twenty-five



Ji Young Lee
International Business

Scott A. Leister
Entrepreneurship

Jong Wha Lim
International Business for
International Executives

Jason J. Lisowski
Accounting

Ankit Anil Machhar
International Business for
International Executives

Satyadev A. Mahalingashetty
Finance

David A. McClain II
Accounting

Stacey L. Page
Management

Robert L. Pownell
Finance

Ioannis K. Profylienos
Strategic Marketing

Bethany Lyn Reed
Management of Technology
and Innovation

Nathanial J. Schreiner
Management – Health Services
Administration

Joyce L. Sharpes
Management

Yong Jin Shim
International Business for
International Executives

Daniel J. Stitz
Finance

Matthew C. Suczynski
Management

Ji Hun Sung
Finance

Anthony Verrocchi
Management

Jing Wang
International Business

MASTER OF TAXATION

Matthew A. Laughlin

College of Fine and
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Interim Dean James M. Lynn

MASTER OF ARTS

Erin B. Bennett
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Paula M. Calhoun
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Charles A. Durbin
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Elizabeth A. Farrell
Communication

Dorothy L. Hand
Communication

Alan D. Hollis
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Se Jeong Kim
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Robyn M. Laditka
Communication

Chris London
Communication

Dallas Edwin Moyer III
Communication

Faye Lynette Nicholson
Communication

Jessica L. Papajcik
Communication

Jing Wang
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

MASTER OF ARTS IN FAMILY

AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

Sophia A. Brdarski
Family and Consumer Sciences –
Child and Family Development

Catherine Sullivan Cashin
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child-Life Specialist

Jennifer L. Ferone
Family and Consumer Sciences:
Clothing, Textiles and Interiors

Linda A. Herold
Family and Consumer Sciences –
Child and Family Development

Moira E. Nowlin
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child-Life Specialist

Lois C. Orr
Family and Consumer Sciences:
Clothing, Textiles and Interiors

Belinda Mia Richardson
Family and Consumer Sciences –
Child and Family Development

Arlesa J. Shephard
Family and Consumer Sciences:
Clothing, Textiles and Interiors

Chand Uttamchandani
Family and Consumer Sciences –
Child and Family Development

Lindsay C. Varkula
Family and Consumer Sciences –
Child and Family Development

twenty-six

MASTER OF MUSIC

Brian J. Campbell
Music Education

Tyler S. Carpenter
Music – Performance

Jonathan A. Davis
Music – Strings Performance

Christopher M. Ewald
Music Education

Georgina K. M. Gatto
Music – Performance

Jeremy T. Gilpatric
Music – Voice Performance

Kristine N. Krejsa
Music Education

Gloria A. Matusik
Music Education

Gregory G. Miller
Music Education

Rique F. Pizarro
Music – Percussion Performance

Crystal A. Sabik
Music Education

Mark A. Schulz
Music Technology

Brian R. Vance
Music – Brass Performance

Heather Raylene Wagner
Music – History and Literature

Rachel K. Wearsch
Music Education

Debra Kay Wiandt
Music Education

CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S DEGREES (CONT.)



College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING

Marik J. Hughes

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN CIVIL ENGINEERING

Andy C. Chan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING

John J. DeBacco

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN ENGINEERING

Elizabeth A. Kittinger
Pamela Denise Reno

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Abdulla Al-Mahmoud
Chad E. Beery

Magna Cum Laude
David R. Best

Cum Laude
Nathan A. Clark
Adrien E. DeFays
Praem S. Kanagaraj
Roscoe J. Lehman
John S. Lihwa
Jason H. Woodruff

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN MECHANICAL POLYMER

ENGINEERING

Matthew T. Ruether

College of Education
Founded 1921

Dean Patricia A. Nelson

BACHELOR OF ARTS

IN EDUCATION

Linda M. Imhoff
Magna Cum Laude

Kimberly Colleen Ramsey-Chin
Matt T. Sheets
Sarah M. Spence

Cum Laude
Christina Renee Stump
John A. Wallace

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN EDUCATION

Krista L. Affolter
Cum Laude

Scott C. Baker
Meagan G. Crane
Sarah L. Hale

Summa Cum Laude
Jessica A. Lappin

Cum Laude
Kevin W. Lott
Timothy J. Lucey
Natalie J. McNosky
Ryan M. Moeritz
Elizabeth A. Pogue

Cum Laude
Laura L. Schwartz Shue

Summa Cum Laude
Kelly L. Sucher
Joshua S. Wade
Susan C. Walker

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Kelly A. Dennison
Cum Laude

Michael E. Dumovic

twenty-seven

College of Business
Administration
Founded 1953

Dean James W. Barnett

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN ACCOUNTING

Stacey L. Brennen
Magna Cum Laude

Debra L. Clark
Patrick E. Connor
Brandon E. DeSalvo
Tammy M. Erickson

Cum Laude
Katherine L. Estep
Kelly J. Gaul

Cum Laude
Nathaniel Hazan
Steven C. Hykes
David L. Kacur
Neha Khandelwal
Theodore R. Klimczak

Cum Laude
Kimberly M. Koehler
Damian Lydek

Summa Cum Laude
Lea A. Marrelli

Magna Cum Laude
Jasna Nolze
Leena B. Patel
Sara L. Ponting

Cum Laude
Nettie L. Riddick
Jonathan C. Selig
Catherine P. Smith
Rebecca Lynn Spuhler

Magna Cum Laude
Mark L. Tadiello
Sarah Lynn Warnick
Matthew D. Wojciak
Megan Yates
Ann M. York

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Mario J. Collins
Eugene W. Crum

Magna Cum Laude
Bradford William Nay
Gregory M. Plesich
Katie E. Stecion
Tracy L. Strom
Jessica L. Wolff

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/
ADVERTISING

Janet N. Page-Smith
Bukurie Sylaj
Sean O’Neill Walsh
Stephen E. Williams Jr.
Kristen N. Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/
FINANCE

Rashaun D. Billy
Charles E. Booms
Ronald William Duecker
Daniel A. Fogle
Glenn A. James
Kyle R. Mitchell
Bryan C. Myers
Bradley A. Riley

Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

George E. Cherfan
Marci Anne Clemens

Summa Cum Laude
Jeanette H. DeHoff
Alison Chaffee Johnson
Paul C. LaGuardia
Kyle Justin Lambes
Damian Lydek

Summa Cum Laude
Vanessa Sandoval
Vance L. Witt

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/
MARKETING

Marja D. Barney
Robert E. DeMay Jr.
William Joseph Demboski(4)

Chad D. Dillon
Joshua P. Francy
Brendan S. Gilpatric
Patrick B. Gordon
Joshua R. Hickman
Nicholas M. Laenen
Adrienne J. Lynum
Douglas J. McGuire
Chad N. Mraz
Christopher D. Oblander
Sarah J. Pearch
Kevin C. Reber
Steven James Steiger
Courtney Nicole Stewart

Cum Laude
Vanessa A. Tripodi
Nicholas A. Vaughn

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN MANAGEMENT

Lissia K. Anderson(4)

Frederick A. Berry
Jonathan A. Bott
Jamie A. Broadhead
David D. Curfman
Melissa L. Dolman
Jacob A. Esola
Eugen Florian
Dana L. Geller

Cum Laude
Ian C. Gesaman
Joshua D. Haury
Danielle D. Hess

Magna Cum Laude
Becky J. Hileman

Cum Laude
Charles H. Howe
Robin C. Jackson
Kathy M. Kellam

Cum Laude
Neha Khandelwal
Meghan Suzanne LaGuardia(5)

Shane W. Lind
Tameka T. McKenney
Ryan E. McMullen
Emily R. Murray

Magna Cum Laude
Michael J. Nolze
Nakwisi A. Penny
Charles E. Ramsey
Erica E. Robinson
Rachel Marie Salzer

Summa Cum Laude
Pete A. Worthington
Matthew A. Yeater

twenty-eight

College of Fine and
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Interim Dean James M. Lynn

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Stephen O. Agyeman Jr.
Jennifer S. Barber
Elizabeth Rose Beverlin
Emily C. Bird
Audra N. Brooks
Catrina A. Daniels
Rebecca A. Delventhal
Alan T. Everson
Stephanie L. Heston
Carol L. Holmes
Kara C. Johnson
Ranitta S. McDowell
Molly E. McKinley
Michael J. McRae
Stephanie M. Moran

Summa Cum Laude
Melanie J. Muratore

Magna Cum Laude
Shawn P. Prexta
Colleen E. Richards
Kendon S. Rodgers
Olivia M. Rubano
Danisia R. Ruffin
Kirsten M. Spilka
John Charles Stouffer III
Elizabeth S. Taylor

Magna Cum Laude
Ericka Doreen White

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES (CONT.)

(4) Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in 
Two Disciplines

(5) Paul E. Martin Scholar



BACHELOR OF ARTS

IN BUSINESS AND

ORGANIZATIONAL

COMMUNICATION

Amanda S. Crawford
Cum Laude

Sean R. Dove
Christina D. Fears
Matthew J. Feltrup
Deanna M. Gaskins
Danielle K. Granata

Magna Cum Laude
LaChickia J. Green
Florella Gruevski
Brenda Henry
Sarah N. Hopper
Lisa A. Hudson
Anita Dareen Linear
Brigit M. McVicker
Nicole J. Pallas
Abhinav S. Rajagopal
Betsy A. Reese
Jerell A. Ringer
Sarah E. Roberts
Jefferey A. Segasture
Julie T. Spitale
Emily K. Stalnaker
Amy R. Turek
Benjamin R. Williams

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN FAMILY

AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Christine Loretta Busson
April D. Evans
Theresa M. Flaherty
Lisa M. Gobrogge
Daveda Sherria Hayes
Julia R. Lowe
Lisa A. March
Samantha A. Milligan
Katie J. Musarro
Jessica M. Walsh
Wendy L. Wheatley

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN

FASHION MERCHANDISING

Megan S. Cohen
Taryn M. Federico

Cum Laude
Melanie R. Galmish
Breean E. Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Sara A. Niederhuber

Cum Laude
Ashley J. Snode

BACHELOR OF ARTS

IN INTERIOR DESIGN

Katherine M. Paradis
Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN

INTERPERSONAL AND

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION

Beth A. Haverstock(6)

Cum Laude
Amber C. Payden
Jefferey A. Segasture

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MASS

MEDIA – COMMUNICATION

Nicole R. Ahern
Christopher S. Gelfo
Lisa D. Kopec
Aaron M. Litten
Wayne T. Riegle Jr.
Craig A. Toussant
Megan E. Ward
Michael J. Wendt
Jason P. Wesolowski

BACHELOR OF ARTS/
SOCIAL WORK

Katie M. Adkins
Cum Laude

Jacqueline A. Austin
Margaret M. Barros

Cum Laude
Bonnie L. Bates
Lesley A. daCosta
John G. Digman II
Tracy Lynn Ford
Amanda N. Giorgio
Jason M. Kuharik

Magna Cum Laude
Michelle M. McDonald
Camile A. Price
Lorene Marie Radel
Denise R. Schaad

Cum Laude
Melissa Mara Smith
Laura J. Stover
Vickie V. Taylor

Cum Laude
Nicole M. Thomas

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN

SPEECH – LANGUAGE

PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

Amber M. Alfman
Helen M. Callahan

Cum Laude
Samantha D. Hartsock

Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS

IN THEATRE ARTS

Alexander G. White
Tobias Lee Wyley

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Paul V. Basel
Andrew C. Boukis
Reena A. Chatterjee
Timothy Alexander Draven
Laura L. Kovach

Magna Cum Laude
Michelle L. Parks

Summa Cum Laude
Edward J. Sanchez
Meghann J. Snow
Matthew J. Studebaker

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Keith Jensen
Summa Cum Laude

Lyndsay Therese Lengel
Summa Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN DIETETICS

Stacey R. Murczkiewicz

twenty-nine

(6) Paul E. Martin Scholar



Wayne College
Founded 1972

Dean John P. Kristofco

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

Patricia A. Bruns
Angel N. Gue

With High Distinction
Keith E. Simpkins

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Mark A. Ahrens
With High Distinction

Suraj M. Ali
Michelle Christine Fisher
Brianna B. Godsey
Amber Joy Sheridan
Brian J. Turner

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN BUSINESS

MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY

Kenneth R. Cerklefskie
Cynthia M. Gerber(6)

Amanda R. Perry
Tiffany E. Rehard
John N. Sargeant
Angela T. Schwartz
Tracey A. Shanklin
Kimberley A. Simmons

With High Distinction
Christopher L. Warstler

With Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN HEALTH CARE

OFFICE MANAGEMENT

Brianna B. Godsey
Lisa A. Martin

With Highest Distinction
Lisa K. Treece

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

BUSINESS IN OFFICE

TECHNOLOGY

Jennifer R. Lucas
Stacy M. Peppard
Brenda Sue Schmid

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN COMPUTER

NETWORK ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY

Matthew J. Greegor
With High Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN COMPUTER

SERVICE AND NETWORK

TECHNOLOGY

Jared P. Sigler
Joyce E. Sigler
Brandt D. Smith
Scott E. Wamsley

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL

HEALTH AND SAFETY

TECHNOLOGY

Emily M. Bechdel
With Highest Distinction

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED

SCIENCE IN SOCIAL SERVICES

TECHNOLOGY

Linda R. Garens
With High Distinction

thirty

(6) Separate Associate Degrees in 
Two Disciplines

CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE DEGREES



thirty-one

One of oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

.UNIVERSITY DIPLOMAS



thirty-two

.STATUE OF JOHN R. BUCHTEL

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.



thirty-three

THE ALMA MATER

Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the
last Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He also was the first person
to assume the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as president
and as a trustee of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron.
Dr. Church understood the importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked
diligently on projects to successfully link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a
growing city. During his presidency, Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry
(1909).



thirty-four

THE AKRON BLUE AND GOLD

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly-popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.”
In response to a request from the University’s student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his NBC hookup on November 17,
1939, and has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.



thirty-five

O

This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes 
prevent inclusion of candidates’ names, or may result in the use of names of persons not completing graduation
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and transcripts
will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed program, therefore, should not be used to deter-
mine a student’s academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees is the 
student’s permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons Hall 120, Akron, OH
44325-6208.

The Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts college in Akron
in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s prominent industrialists, John R. Buchtel.
It was Buchtel who led a group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fund-raising
campaign to build the college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to
witness the results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. Both a
visionary and a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city is closely tied to
the proximity of a high quality institution of higher education. Decades of progress,
both for the city and for the college he launched, have proven him right. Today, The
University of Akron occupies a campus more than 30 times the size of the old college
of the 1800s. With an enrollment of 24,300 students from throughout Ohio, the United
States, and 102 foreign countries, the successor of Buchtel College is one of the largest
principal campuses in Ohio. Long committed to an academic tradition which stresses
excellence, The University of Akron offers more than 300 associate, baccalaureate, and
master’s degree programs and options, as well as 17 doctoral degree programs and four
law degrees. Since 1914, the University has been accredited by the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, and it is currently classified at the highest level as
a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution. Today, more than 128,000 of its
alumni live and work around the world.

THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON: A PROUD TRADITION
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