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C
August 15 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Luis M. Proenza, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	� O Jesu Christ, mein’s Lebens Licht by J. S. Bach 
Negev, A Tone Poem for Brass by John Hartmeyer 
William Tell Overture by G. Rossini 
	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

			   Tucker Jolly, Conductor 

Fanfare  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Ceremonial Piece by William MacDavis
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Processional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 (The audience will remain seated.)
		  Grand March by Giacomo Meyerbeer
		  Pomp and Circumstance by Sir Edward Elgar
		  Trumpet Voluntary by Jeremiah Clarke
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Invocation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Morning
			   The Rev. Carl P. Wallace 
			   Trinity United Church of Christ, Akron

	 	 Afternoon
			   Elder Robert E. DeJournett 
			   Akron District Church of God in Christ, Akron

The National Anthem. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	 (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
		  Led by Rachel Morrison
			   Undergraduate Student, School of Music
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Welcome and Introduction  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Luis M. Proenza
		  	 President, The University of Akron

Greetings  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Member
			   Board of Trustees

Music  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	� Prelude to “Il Pomo d’Oro” by P. A. Cesti
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Address to the Candidates  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Luis M. Proenza
		  	 President, The University of Akron

America the Beautiful . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 (The audience will remain seated.)
		  Rachel Morrison
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the College of Education, College of Business 
Administration, College of Fine and Applied Arts, and Wayne College.

In the afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences, 
College of Engineering, College of Nursing, College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering, and Summit College.

 Summer 2009 Commencement Program
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The Presentation of 
Degree Candidates .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
		  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees
	 �Marieta 

Danza Mora 
el Columpio by Francisco Tarrega

	 Leyenda by Issac Albéniz 
	 Muir Woods by Andrew York 
	 Grand Solo by Fernando Sor
		�  Rubina’s Blue Sky Happiness by Joe Satriani
		  Django by John Lewis 
		  Cavatina by Stanley Meyers
			   Adam Sarata – Guitar

The Alma Mater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	� (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 30.)
		  Led by Rachel Morrison
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

Welcome of the Alumni Association 
to the Class of 2009  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Morning
			   Ray Dunkle (’91)
			   National Alumni Board

	 Afternoon
			   Kelly Price (’98)
			   National Alumni Board

Student Response  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Morning
			   Karen Zapata Franca

	 Afternoon
			   Mark Staats

The Akron Blue and Gold .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

Announcements .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Luis M. Proenza

Benediction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 Morning
			   The Rev. Carl P. Wallace

	 Afternoon
			   Elder Robert E. DeJournett

Postlude and Recessional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	� (The audience will be seated.)
	 Suite by Tylman Susato
	 	 The University of Akron Brass Choir

*Presentation of candidates are in the order of college founding date.
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 Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The pageantry of commencement is rooted in traditions that are centuries old. The following information is 
designed to assist you in understanding the significance of these ceremonial rites.

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence­
ment ceremony. The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and of the 
state. Following the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University, who wears a medal­
lion with inscriptions represent­
ing the history of the state and 
the University. Next come the 
members of the faculty followed by 
the degree candidates.

The marching order of candidates 
customarily reflects the historical 
order in which the various colleges 
or schools of the University were 
established. Led by marshals, the 
candidates for degrees march in 
with their respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
commencement is of medieval 
origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves from the 
merchants and other townsmen. 
When the universities first came 
into being in the 11th century, 
“learned clerks” robed themselves 
in gowns, caps, and hoods, thus 
signifying the distinction between 
“town” and “gown.” As additional 
universities came into being, their 
faculties adopted distinctive forms 
of the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

These customs are reflected in 
today’s academic attire. In Europe, 
a professor generally wears the 

type of garment customary in  
the university where he or she is 
lecturing. In the United States, 
however, professors wear the gown 
and hood of the university where 
they earned their highest degree. 
All commencement ceremony 
participants at The University of 
Akron are attired in the appro­
priate academic apparel. University 
marshals are distinguished by  
their blue and gold robes and 
Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar­
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occupied 
so much of the scholar’s time. In 
the United States, the cap is usu­
ally flat and square in shape. In 
Europe, one sometimes sees caps 
of other varieties. Attached to a 
button atop the mortarboard is a 
tassel; associate’s are often silver 
in color; bachelor’s and master’s 
are black or of a color appropri­
ate to the college from which the 
candidate is being graduated; and 
doctor’s are usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associate’s and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The doctor’s gown is 

faced down the front with velvet 
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn over 
the back of the gown, the hood 
is faced with colors which denote 
the field of study represented by 
the wearer’s degree. The colors of 
the lining indicate the college or 
academic discipline in which the 
degree is granted. Recipients of 
the doctor of philosophy degree 
wear royal blue hoods, and their 
caps feature golden tassels. Those 
who have earned the doctor of 
education degree wear light blue 
hoods and tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and academic 
disciplines of The University of 
Akron are represented by the 
following hood and tassel colors:

White	 Arts and Sciences

Drab	 Business

Silver	� Summit College, 
Associate’s

Black	� Summit College, 
Bachelor’s

Light Blue	 Education

Orange	 Engineering

Dark Brown	� Fine and  
Applied Arts

Purple	 Law

Peach	 Nursing

Gold	� Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the banners 
of the eleven colleges and the 
Graduate School. Each banner 
bears the name, founding date, and 
traditional colors of the college it 
represents. Banners were first insti­
tuted at The University of Akron  
in the spring of 1995.

The University Seal  
and the  
Presidential  
Medallion
A seal serves to confirm, ratify, or 
secure an emblem, symbol, or  
word that is used to certify a  
signature or authenticate a  
document. The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066. During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen-
ticate documents. Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their status. Most seals were 
circular or oval-shaped and bore 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn­
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropoli­
tan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal, 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi­
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The University’s current Presi­
dential Medallion, as designed in 
the year 2000 by renowned art­
ist Don Drumm, consists of the 
University seal, set in a necklace of 
pewter. Originally, the Presidential 
Medallion was presented by the 
Alumni Association in 1970, com­
memorating the University’s cen­
tennial. The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is worn 
by the president on important 
ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was pre-
sented to The University of Akron 
by the Alumni Association on 
Founders Day 1970, in recognition 
of the University’s founding 100 
years earlier as Buchtel College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and governmental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by the 
University marshal at all formal 
academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the ris­
ing phoenix. A mythical bird that 
rose anew from its ashes to achieve 
even greater glory, the phoenix is 
a fitting symbol for the University 
whose predecessor, Buchtel 
College, suffered a disastrous fire 
in 1899 and was rebuilt through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community.

University Seal

Ceremonial 
Mace
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University  Board of Trustees

Trustees

Philip S. Kaufmann, j.d.
Chair

Roland H. Bauer, j.d.
Vice Chair

Ann Amer Brennan, j.d.
Vice Chair

Edward L. Bittle
Jane E. Bond, j.d.
Chander Mohan, m.d.
Jack Morrison Jr., j.d.
Richard W. Pogue, j.d.
Kevin O. Thompson

Student Trustees

Marcus V. Phelps
Joseph T. Rich

Officers of the Board
Ted A. Mallo
	 Vice President and General Counsel 
	       Secretary of the Board

Russell D. Sibert
	 Vice President of Board Operations 
	       Assistant Secretary of the Board

Officers
Luis M. Proenza
	 President

David B. Baker
	� Senior Vice President, Provost 

      and Chief Operating Officer 
      (Interim)

Candace Campbell Jackson
	� Vice President and 

      Chief of Staff

F. John Case
	� Vice President for Finance and 

      Administration and 
      Chief Financial Officer

Ted Curtis
	� Vice President for Capital Planning  

      and Facilities Management

Charles J. Fey
	� Vice President for Student Affairs

John A. LaGuardia
	� Vice President of Public Affairs  

      and Development

Ted A. Mallo
	 Vice President and General Counsel

George R. Newkome
	� Vice President for Research, 

      and Dean, Graduate School

James L. Sage
	� Vice President for Information 

      Technology and Chief 
      Information Officer

Deans
Chand Midha
	 Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences 	
	       (Interim)

Ravi Krovi
	� College of Business Administration 

      (Acting)

Mark D. Shermis
	� College of Education

Dudley B. Turner
	� College of Creative and  

      Professional Arts (Interim)

George K. Haritos
	 College of Engineering

James M. Lynn
	� College of Health Sciences 

      and Human Services (Interim)

George R. Newkome
	 Graduate School 

Dale H. Mugler
	 Honors College 

Martin H. Belsky
	� School of Law

N. Margaret Wineman
	� College of Nursing

Stephen Z.D. Cheng
	� College of Polymer Science and  

      Polymer Engineering

Stanley B. Silverman
	 Summit College

Karla T. Mugler
	 University College

Cheryl Kern-Simirenko
	 University Libraries

John P. Kristofco
	 Wayne College

University  Officers & Deans
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Morning

Marshal
Virginia Gunn

Associate 
Marshals
Donald Appleby, Jr.
Cynthia Mako-Robinson

Faculty  
Marshal
Durand Pope

Assistant  
Marshals
Carolyn Anderson
Brian Collett
Patricia Eaglewolf
Margaret Kernen
Peggy McCann
Melissa McCollister
Ronald McDonald
Michele Thornton
Naomi White

Afternoon

Marshal
Charles J. Fey

Associate  
Marshals
Donald Appleby, Jr.
Kathryn Weiland

Faculty  
Marshal
Michael Levin

Assistant  
Marshals
Mukerrem Cakmak
Abhilash Chandy
Patricia Eaglewolf
Zarreen Farooqi
Dena Hanley
Anne Hanson
Travis Hreno
David Modarelli
Timothy O’Neil
Vicki Rostedt
Cheryl Sadler

University  Marshals

Morning

	 Thomas G. Beck
		�  General Manager, WZIP-FM 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Communication 
College of Creative & Professional Arts

	 Ryan A. Miller
		�  Graduate Student 

College of Education

	

University  Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

Afternoon

	 Thomas G. Beck
		�  General Manager, WZIP-FM 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Communication 
College of Creative & Professional Arts

	 Sylvia E. White
		�  Associate Professor, Communication 

College of Creative & Professional Arts
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University  Faculty Representatives

Morning
Steven Ash
Robert Brownlow
Federico de Gregorio
Kris English
William Guegold
Stephen Hallam
Douglas Hausknecht
Debra Johanyak
Karin Jordan
Mona Klingler
Sharon Lesner
Deborah Marino
William McHenry
Erin Miller
Michele Mills
Janet Mosebach
Emeka Ofobike
Susan Olson
Harridut Ramcharran
Andrew Rancer
Rose Resler
Cynthia Reynolds
Anthony Samangy
Pamela Schulze
Susan Speers
James Steiger
Colleen Teague
Vlada Vukadinovic
Cheryl Ward
Stephen Washington
Donna Webb
Evonn Welton
David Witt
Susan Witt
Denise Wray
Hui-Chu Ying

Afternoon
Roland Arter
Charles Barton
Wieslaw Binienda
Charlotte Burrell
Michelle Byrne
George Chase
Andre Christie-Mizell
Steven Chuang
Raymond Cox
Parizad Dejbord-Sawan
James Egan
Antonia Forster
Sabine Gerhardt
Rosalie Hall
Dena Hanley
Tom Hartley
Walter Hower
Kevin Kern
Justin Kimmel
Robert Lord
Robert Mallik
Chris Miller
Randall Mitchell
Charles Monroe
Francisco Moore
Michael Nelson
Linda Marie Saliga
Jeffry Schantz
Linda Shanks
Dan Sheffer
Michael Shott
John Szabo
Igor Tsukerman
Chrys Wesdemiotis
Joseph Wilder
Juan Xi

	 Lori Palmer

University  Interpreters

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:



Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.

To qualify for these honors 
distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum of 
64 credits at The University of 
Akron; or an associate degree, 
having completed a minimum of 
32 credits at The‑University of 
Akron.

The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation

Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00

Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79

Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate  
Honors Designation

With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00

With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79

With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Excellence Scholars
Excellence Scholars have 
completed the graduation require­
ments of their baccalaureate majors 
with cumulative quality point ratios 
of at least 3.50. Representing the 
highest scoring applicants when 
they entered the University as 
freshmen, Excellence Scholars 
have maintained at least that 
quality point ratio throughout their 
undergraduate careers.

Emily M. Bennett
Jason A. Boyd
Jessica C. Custer
Heather G. Haverkamp
Stephen R. Lowe
Caren M. Roushkolb
Sajed A. Sarwar
Rishi Sharma
Katherine M. Tadolini

Presidential Scholars
Presidential Scholars have 
completed the graduation require­
ments of their baccalaureate majors 
with cumulative quality point ratios 
of at least 3.25. Representing the 
top 10% of their high school classes 
when they entered the University 
as freshmen, Presidential Scholars 
have maintained at least that 
quality point ratio throughout  
their undergraduate careers.

Emily M. Bennett
Chiamaka T. Ilonzo
Mark N. Mekhail
Steven A. Reutter
Prashanth D. Thakker
Clayton M. Watson
Kellen C. Welch

University Scholars
University Scholars have completed 
the graduation requirements of 
their baccalaureate majors and of 
the Honors College with cumula­
tive quality point ratios of at least 
3.40. The Honors College encour­
ages and assists exceptionally 
talented students to achieve high 
distinction in academic work from 
freshmen through senior levels and 
fosters respect and appreciation for 
superior intellectual achievement. 
University Scholars have completed 
honors courses, an honors collo­
quium sequence, and individually 
designed senior honors projects.

Nichole R. Barnes
Colleen M. Bowen
Emily A. Bulkowski
Denisse L. Cobos
Jessica C. Custer
Michael B. Ealy
Alanna M. Eibel
Ashley S. Hartman
Kelley L. Holland
Kyle W. Johnston
Chelsea K. Largent
Amanda L. Metzger
Sara K. Rollo
Caren M. Roushkolb
Sara E. Shumaker
Eric M. Sluss
Stephanie B. Sparks
Cassandra Jo Verardi
Karen Evelyn Zapata Franca

Distinguished Students
The Distinguished Student 
Program recognizes and encourages 
excellence among academically 
talented students at Wayne‑College. 
Distinguished Students have 
completed their degree stud­
ies and the requirements of the 
Distinguished Student Program 
with a cumulative quality point 
ratio of at least 3.40. 

Gregory J. Landis

Graduation  With Honors
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August 15
Morning

The College of 
Education
Founded 1921

Dean Mark D. Shermis

Doctor of Philosophy

Cheryl Lynn Goliath
Secondary Education

BA, MA Ed, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Diffusion of an 
E-Portfolio to Assist in the Self-
Directed Learning of Physicians: 
An Exploratory Study”

Adviser: Dr. Susan J. Olson

Kyle R. Gray
Secondary Education

BS, University of Puget Sound, WA;  
M Teach, Whitworth College, WA

Dissertation: “A Study of Student 
Responses to Text-Only and 
Illustrated Conceptest Questions 
Related to Plate Tectonics: 
Differences by Gender and Prior 
Achievement”

Adviser: Dr. Katharine D. Owens

Timothy E. Rogers
Counseling Psychology

BA, Franciscan University of 
Steubenville; MA, Cleveland State 
University

Dissertation: “Using the Theory 
of Reasoned Action to Predict 
College Men’s Intentions to Seek 
Psychological Help”

Adviser: Dr. David M. Tokar

Jessica Ann Russo
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage & Family Therapy

BA, Cleveland State University;  
MA, MA Ed, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “An Exploratory 
Study of Within Group Differences 
of Substance Abusing Mothers 
Using Bowen Family Systems 
Concepts Based on the Personal 
Authority in Family Systems 
Questionnaire”

Adviser: Dr. Patricia E. Parr & 
Dr. Isadore Newman

Tiffany A. Stewart
Counselor Education & Supervision

BA, Southern University at New 
Orleans, LA; MS, Minnesota State 
University

Dissertation: “Racial Climate, 
Black Racial Identity, and 
Acculturative Stress among African 
Americans in CACREP-Accredited 
Counselor Education Programs”

Adviser: Dr. Cynthia A. Reynolds

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees

The College of Fine and 
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Dean James M. Lynn (Interim)

Doctor of Audiology

Jessica N. Bernath
Audiology

BA, University of Toldeo

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Dana L. Claxton
Audiology

BA, The University of Akron

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Justin J. Gherian
Audiology

BA, University of Toldeo

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Michelle S. Hu
Audiology

BA, Case Western Reserve University

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Carrie M. Kishmarton
Audiology

BBA, Ohio University

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Jill R. Kramer
Audiology

BA, University of Toldeo

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Kelly R. Overcasher
Audiology

BA, The University of Akron

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Brittney J. Sprouse
Audiology

BA, Berea College, KY

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner

Tiffany D. Vasiloff
Audiology

BA, The University of Akron

Adviser: Dr. Sharon A. Lesner
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The College of 
Education
Founded 1921

Dean Mark D. Shermis

Master of Arts 
in Education

Katherine L. Allen
Elementary Education – Literacy

Nurah Nasser AlSaikhan
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Jolene M. Aron
Elementary Education – Literacy

Rana M. Badawi
Elementary Education

Erin M. Baker
Special Education

Kathryn L. Bales
Secondary Education

Julie Lynn Bengough
Principalship

Rita A. Bevington
Principalship

Michelle R. Bilderback
Elementary Education – Literacy

Aaron C. Brubaker
Principalship

Stacy A. Bubba
Elementary Education – Literacy

Douglas B. Burwell
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Melissa D. Burwell
Principalship

Wendy L. Calhoun
Elementary Education – Literacy

Joan A. Carmel
Elementary Education – Literacy

Tracey L. Cason
Principalship

Kristina Marie Cassidy
Principalship

Adam Mark Cestaro
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Katherine Rennie Chance
Elementary Education – Literacy

Kelly L. Collett
Elementary Education – Literacy

Larissa N. Conway
Secondary Education – 
Literacy Option

Kevin F. Cook
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Theresa L. Coriell
Counseling – Marriage & Family

Karey A. Criswell
Elementary Education – Literacy

Jessica L. DeFago
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Julie M. Demassimo
Special Education

Erika Eckert
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Shawna Kathleen Flaherty
Elementary Education

Elizabeth A. Gallion
Special Education

Jennifer J. Green
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Hannah E. Heimberger
Elementary Education – Literacy

Christina T. Hoehn
Counseling – Marriage & 
Family Therapy

Jennifer L. Hoffman
Counseling – Marriage & 
Family Therapy

Joan E. Houghton
Elementary Education – Literacy

Gia M. Hudak
Secondary Education

Andrew Ilkiw
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Whitney N. Imhoff
Elementary Education – Literacy

Jozsef Zoltan Jakab
Special Education

Sandra K. Jenkins
Elementary Education – Literacy

Denise V. Jones
Elementary Education – Literacy

Jessica A. Kellner
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Ryan M. Kumpf
Principalship

Cassandra D. Kutz
Elementary Education – Literacy

Melissa A. Leslie
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Jill R. Loera
Elementary Education – Literacy

Emily C. Loudon
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Trisha R. Lukens
Elementary Education – Literacy

Robert E. Manchester
Principalship

Sharon K. Martin
Elementary Education – Literacy

Beth A. McAlvey
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Tiffany Nicole McGrady
Elementary Education

Autumn Joy Moore
Counseling – Community Counseling

Brent W. Nichol
Principalship

Julie L. Parker
Elementary Education – Literacy

Melissa K. Pontius
Secondary Education –  
Literacy Option

Carla C. Pringle
Special Education

Heather R. Prosperi
Counseling – Marriage & 
Family Therapy

Jodi C. Rain
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Erin C. Rammel
Special Education

David Thomas Rubens
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Kimberly A. Sain
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

John P. Schaefer
Educational Administration/ 
Higher Education

Sherrine M. Selzer
Secondary Education

Katelyn M. Shai
Counseling – Community Counseling

Aaron J. Singleton
School Counseling

Sherri Anne Skaggs-Morgan
Special Education

Michelle Marie Snyder
Counseling – Community Counseling

Barbara A. Staggs
Special Education

Samantha S. Stalker
Elementary Education – Literacy

Jennifer A. Stedman
Secondary Education

Tai M. Stephens
Educational Administration – 
Higher Education Administration

Jason T. Sturm
Principalship

Jessica R. Sutherland
Principalship

Daniel D. Thompson
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Denise M. Viola
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Julia M. Wade
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Tracy E. Walker
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Sara M. Weaver
Elementary Education – Literacy

Laura M. Wheeler
Counseling – Marriage & 
Family Therapy

Megan M. Wilbur
Elementary Education – Literacy

Jason R. Wilson
Principalship

Jessica R. Wood
Counseling – Community Counseling

John Todd Yaggi
Principalship

Sarah N. Zelovic
Elementary Education – Literacy

Tianhong Zhang
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 



Master of Science 
in Education

Mandi Asbury
Secondary Education

Robert Battisson
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Elizabeth Rose Beverlin
Multi-Age Visual Arts Licensure

Veronica Sue Bilas
Special Education

Michael D. Bonomo
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Ian C. Clerihew
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Peter J. Culver
Principalship

Chanel R. Garth
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Brittany R. Grimshaw
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Amanda Rae Grosse
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Gloria J. Harms
Principalship

Sarita G. Hollowell
Counseling – Marriage & 
Family Therapy

Kerry Ann Hutchinson
Special Education

Kristopher E. Kasparek
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Jill L. Kresowaty
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Sandra Krone
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Emma Kulbis
Counseling – Community Counseling

Amy L. Lavalley
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Lindsay N. May
Principalship

Teagan M. McArthur
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Cedrick A. Middleton
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Kelly A. Moran
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Michelle L. Myers
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Misty E. Neal
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Michael C. Nye
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Leon P. O’Neill
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Cole D. Pittis
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Ahlam Ibrahim Salameh
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology / Adult Fitness

Vanessa M. Shriver
Principalship

Todd D. Sidle
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Joel S. Slater
Special Education – Moderate/
Intensive Intervention Specialist 
Licensure

Amanda R. Snode
Special Education –  
Early Childhood Intervention 
Specialist Licensure

Natalie Brook Stiegele
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Abby E. Stiegemeier
Adolescent to Young Adult – 
Integrated Language Arts Licensure

Christene L. Strauss
Principalship

Mark R. Taylor
Special Education –  
Moderate/Intensive Intervention 
Specialist Licensure

Donald R. Tillar II
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Tiffany A. Turner
Special Education

Dawne L. Van Dyke
Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist Licensure

Luke J. Varner
Adolescent to Young Adult – 
Integrated Mathematics Licensure

Cristina Osuna Volkmann
Multi-Age Foreign Language Spanish 
Licensure

Victoria D. Watts
Physical Education –  
Sport Science / Coaching

Master of Science in 
Technical Education

Michael Izaya Baker
Postsecondary Technical Education

Kayla A. Klement
Postsecondary Technical Education

Stephanie E. Klimczak
Postsecondary Technical Education

Sally A. Rensel
Postsecondary Technical Education – 
Teaching

Pamela K. Rich
Postsecondary Technical Education

Carrie C. Warburton
Postsecondary Technical Education

twelve

The College of Business 
Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi (Acting)

Master of Science 
in Accountancy

Bader Ghazi S. Alotaibi
Accounting

Hasanthi S. Bothalage Done
Accounting

Travis W. Bush
Accounting

Yan Fu
Accounting

Shuyang Liu
Accounting

Kamna Mehta
Accounting – Information Systems

Yan Zhang
Accounting

Master of Business 
Administration

Ramy M. Abdel Razek
Management

Jairzinho Olubunmi Adeyina
Management

Hussain Abdullah Aldabbagh
Finance

Ana Maria Banica
Management

Kimberly R. Blind
Management

Fani Boyanides
International Business

David E. Chmielewski
Management – Health Services 
Administration

Gabriel R. D’Ortenzio
Management

Ahmed Elansary
Management – Health Services 
Administration

Madhuri Gidugu
Finance

Peggy N. Haga
International Business

Samantha E. Henning
Strategic Marketing

Pallavi R. Hiremath
Management

Andy J. Hussar
Management – Supply Chain 
Management

Kenneth J. Kmetz
Management

Pawanee Lerkraisit
Finance

Chad E. Longfield
Management

Ayama N. Nwa
Finance

Shree Prakash Pandit
Finance

 Candidates for  Master’s Degrees (cont.)
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Poonsin Pengsomboon
Finance

Brooke A. Perkins
Strategic Marketing

Alexis N. Petito
International Business

Linda Reno
Management

David M. Riffle
Strategic Marketing

Christine M. Riley
International Business

Om Vasudev Samtani
Finance

Noppanun Sirikul
Management

Keith C. Skowronski
Management

Nicholas L. Speck
Finance

Sean-Frederick C. Speers
Management

Jeffrey P. Starcher Jr.
Finance

Anne M. Stith
Strategic Marketing

Rick C. Vitullo
Management – Supply Chain 
Management

Nopparaj Vongvitayapirom
Strategic Marketing

Endalkachew Kassa Weldegebrael
Management – Supply Chain 
Management

Master of Science 
in Management

Cathy E. Cooper
Management – Human Resources

Master of Taxation

Leo F. McNeeley

The College of Fine and 
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Dean James M. Lynn (Interim)

Master of Arts

Mili Banerjee
Communication

Erin B. Bennett
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Matthew D. Chmielewski
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Danny Durst
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Stephanie Abbott Fatzinger
Theatre Arts

Robynn M. Foraker
Theatre Arts

Tracy A. Graham
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Mary Abigail Keating
Communication

Jonathan M. Kelsey
Theatre Arts

Stephanie R. Kirkpatrick
Communication

Carla Marie Klusty
Communication

Jessica Lynn Prusak
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Nicholas S. Smith
Communication

Paul J. Smith
Communication

Hauna L. Strohl
Communication

Jacqueline R. Tinnemeyer
Communication

Master of Arts in Family 
and Consumer Sciences

Nicholas A. Cookro
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child and Family Development

Jonene P. Ford
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child and Family Development

Holli E. Limbach
Family and Consumer 
Sciences:Clothing, Textiles & Interiors

Chand Manglani
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child and Family Development

Belinda Mia Richardson
Family and Consumer Sciences – 
Child and Family Development

Master of Arts in Speech-
Language Pathology

Stacia L. Barnes
Michelle L. Beard
Jordan J. Bowman
Rachel A. Campanelli
Hope M. Foraker
Alissa E. Garretson
Allison M. Harris
Asul Johnson
Eva M. Kobialka
Ashley N. Lee
Meghan M. McBurney
Virginia M. O’Neal
Jillian S. Peterson

Master of Music

Austin C. Bingman
Music Education

Amy E. Cadle
Music – Percussion Performance

Serban Marian Cioca
Music – Voice Performance

Cynthia M. Duda
Music – History & Literature

Michael A. Isla
Music – Strings Performance

Dennita L. Kindall
Music Education –  
Choral Conducting

Jeffery A. Link
Music Education

Jennifer L. Meyers
Music Education

Christopher J. Redd
Music Education

Kelly Ann Riley
Music Education –  
Choral Conducting

Ashley C. Shank
Music – Woodwinds Performance

Shelley L. Smith
Music – History & Literature

Gary W. Stewart
Music – Strings Performance

Paul W. Stewart
Music – Choral Conducting 
Performance

Nicholas A. Strebendt
Music – Brass Performance

Andrew L. Sundman
Music Education

Michael L. Willard
Music – Brass Performance

Scott David Woodruff
Music – Theory

Master of Science in 
Nutrition and Dietetics

Naa Kwaduah Ankrah
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The College of 
Education
Founded 1921

Dean Mark D. Sherimis

Bachelor of Arts 
in Education

Angela R. Sandell
Justin G. Simpson

Bachelor of Science 
in Education

Kristin A. Adkins
Cum Laude

Karen T. Bangert
Aaron P. Baxter
Shaundel V. Berwick
Craig A. Charton
Jessica N. Deville

Magna Cum Laude
Angelo R. Finelli Jr.
Stephanie R. Graves

Summa Cum Laude
Sherome K. Hathaway
Joseph T. Holmes

Magna Cum Laude
Steven J. Kramer
Lindsey M. Newport
Brandon K. Oesterle

Cum Laude
Quenton D. Owens

Summa Cum Laude
Felicia E. Phillips

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas T. Potenzini

Cum Laude
James D. Renner
Kelli Ann Kay Schering
Jason M. Simcox
Amandeep Singh
Andrew G. Teague
David A. Troutman

Bachelor of Science in 
Technical Education

Jeanne Kennedy
Diane M. Laskey
Thomas M. Mc Caffrey

The College of Busness 
Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi (Acting)

Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting

Jessica L. Adams
Cum Laude

Cynthia M. Allgood
Natalie N. Arnold
Danielle N. Ballou
Thomas D. Bishop
Megan A. Bloe
Jeffrey W. Borowiak
Darren A. Brennan
Buddy A. Bucher
Brandon S. Buchwalter
Cynthia M. Camps
Marco A. Catalano
Michele Cecil
Timothy S. Crawford II
Jessica C. Custer

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha M. Diezman
Michael B. Ealy
Joseph W. Enos
Micayla Renee Fern
Reza Gholizadeh
Brienne L. Gliem

Magna Cum Laude
Brittany C. Gliem

Magna Cum Laude
Jeffrey W. Heestand
Kyle B. Henn
Ashleigh M. Heston
Adam J. Horsfall
Anthony R. Jackson Jr.
Sandra A. Johnson
Kyle W. Johnston

Cum Laude
Tanisha D. Jones
Paul R. Kelland

Cum Laude
Jesse P. Kepple
Geoffrey A. Ketler
Brad C. Klotzle
Alyson R. Marean
Ekaterina Yevgenyevna Melnikova
Michelle J. Melzer

Magna Cum Laude
Brian C. O’Neil
Curtis L. Parks
Christina Dawn Proudfoot
Richard K. Quay
Brad M. Ramsey
Michael R. Resar
Cara M. Schofield

Cum Laude
Robert B. Small
Erin K. Stevens
Brett Michael Thomas

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration

Jack M. Cool
Daisha A. Holloway
Alicia M. Huffman
Sarena D. Passanante
Sara N. White
Jacqueline A. Wilson

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration / 
Advertising

Taylor P. Kruse
David M. Williams

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration / 
Finance

Jonathan D. Basso
Magna Cum Laude

Denisse L. Cobos
Summa Cum Laude

Alanna M. Eibel
Summa Cum Laude

Dante P. Iacozili
Kyle J. Kolesar
Charles A. Krejci
Ricky L. McGee Jr.
Zachary J. Romal
Eric M. Sluss

Magna Cum Laude
Angela Christine Smith

Magna Cum Laude
Jamie L. Smith

Cum Laude
Robert M. Szucs

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration / 
International Business

Amra Adilovic
Jessica C. Custer

Summa Cum Laude
Matthew D. Fuetter
Khalid B. Goodwin
Matthew J. Kilway
Shannon L. Martin
Veronica J. Meinhart
Ryan J. Petrich
Kasey L. Strausbaugh
Karen Evelyn Zapata Franca

Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees
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Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration / 
Marketing

Halee A. Adams
Michael O. Ashbaugh
Cheri R. Baratto
Jaclyn E. Brindus

Cum Laude
Ashley M. Broom
Erin L. Brown
Gary A. Bucci
Emily A. Bulkowski

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob M. Coy
Mckenna E. Frank

Cum Laude
Katlyn M. Gest
Aaron J. Green
John M. Haft
Scott E. King

Cum Laude
Walter L. Kotchin III
Neal A. Levy(1)

Nathaniel A. Linhart
Heather Mihal
Robert J. Montgomery
James Francis Neary
Evan J. Paul

Summa Cum Laude
Ryan A. Petrie
Alicia S. Petz
Angelica M. Powers

Cum Laude
John D. Ridley
Courtney A. Robinson
John D. Russ
Alicia D. Shoemake
Jonathan L. Sias
Christopher A. Smucny
Michael A. Tokarz(1)

Deborah A. Vales
Charles B. Way II
Melissa S. Williams
Michele L. Zimlich

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Management

Amanda L. Metzger
Magna Cum Laude

Bernard K. Perrine
David L. Render
Sunshine K. Roberts
Joshua S. Smith
Geneva Yvonne Taylor

Cum Laude

The College of Fine and 
Applied Arts
Founded 1967

Dean James M. Lynn (Interim)

Bachelor of Arts

Kristen M. Allen
Jeffrey A. Bloomhuff

Magna Cum Laude
Colleen M. Bowen

Magna Cum Laude
Kelli L. Chepke
Sara C. Darwal

Magna Cum Laude
Laddie W. Fair Jr.
Courtney D. Farnell
Eyad J. Gheith
Jenna R. Golech
Rebecca D. Gruccio

Magna Cum Laude
Audrey L. Hildebrand
Dane E. Holman
Tracy L. Jackson
Jeremiah L. Johnson
Deanna L. Keihle

Magna Cum Laude
Margaret E. Kidder
Finley A. Lanier Jr.
Melanie A. Lowe

Cum Laude
Jason M. Meeks
Merce J. Poindexter
Elise Prince-McDaniel
Kellie L. Ramirez
Cathleen A. Rex
Jason L. Satir
Tricia M. Speicher

Magna Cum Laude
Kathleen N. Starkey

Magna Cum Laude
Carlton L. Thomas
Megan S. Woods

Bachelor of Arts in 
Business & Organizational 
Communication

Victoria A. Arndt
Elliott T. Bates
Kenneth R. Battle
Vonda G. Benson
Garrett E. Brewster
Adam J. Byers
Phillip E. Casline
Amy R. Colantoni

Cum Laude
Kevin Carl Consiglio
Jacob C. Corbin
Blair Nichole Dobbins
Brittany M. Doherty
Jillian S. Flippo
Alyssa Futterer
Christina V. Goodall
Stacy R. Harris
Ashley S. Hartman

Magna Cum Laude
Natalie D. Hunter
Jerome W. Jackson
Jill N. Johnston

Cum Laude
Abby C. Lynch
Cory Patrick McTaggart
Michael D. Moore
Holly C. Murphy

Magna Cum Laude
Amy M. Nicewander-Musial
Matthew D. Roberts
Matthew P. Shaughnessy
Amy R. Shelt
Ashley N. Sickles
Ashley D. Veal
Cassandra Jo Verardi

Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts in Family 
& Child Development

Carly D. Abels
Holly E. Diakandru
Paula M. Ferry
Jason K. French
Shelly Denise Hartz
Karen E. Hoskin

Magna Cum Laude
Lania M. Ligon
Sarah M. Noviks

Magna Cum Laude
Abra M. Said
Kathryn L. Stiller
Emily M. Weaver
Lauren M. Walker

(1) � Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines
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Bachelor of Arts in 
Fashion Merchandising

Sarah E. Baker
Whitney K. Ballard
Jill M. Becherucci
Rosalyn L. Bishop
Emily A. Koontz
Mallori A. McGhee
Lauren S. Musil
Kristi A. Schwechheimer
Bridget A. Smith

Bachelor of Arts in 
Interpersonal and Public 
Communication

Michael M. Heben
Richard D. Weisheimer

Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Lindsay E. Meggas
Cum Laude

Antonia T. Villalon

Bachelor of Arts in Mass 
Media – Communication

Michael T. Burgoyne
Cum Laude

Jennifer M. Dulac
Stefani M. Fee
Ashley E. Hendrix

Cum Laude
John F. Hughley
Ailise N. Jacobs
Matthew E. Makowski
Brian A. Matzye
Matthew P. Reisinger
Susan M. Resch

Magna Cum Laude
Amanda J. Wodtly

Bachelor of Arts /  
Social Work

Lauren M. Beck
Cum Laude

Jodi S. Epstein
Amy L. Erfurth

Cum Laude
Rachel M. Green
Ashley M. Halasa
Jurldine Hicks
Lauren N. Hunt
Myia N. Jeffries
Tracy L. Kouri
Dorothy P. Martin
Pamela Elaine McClendon
Sherry M. Milbry
Kristine G. Morgan
Kara R. Richardson
Christopher R. Steens
Melissa R. Stewart

Summa Cum Laude
Deidra A. Walker
Ellen L. Warner

Bachelor of Arts in 
Speech – Language 
Pathology and Audiology

Amanda E. Deloss
Cum Laude

Nicole A. Gorgan
Cum Laude

Kelley L. Holland
Summa Cum Laude

Allison L. Lawyer
Magna Cum Laude

Alison J. Worner
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Ellen R. Hamburg
Summa Cum Laude

Kevin M. Kempton
Annette M. Yoho-Feltes
John D. Young

Bachelor of Music

Philip M. Anderson
Cum Laude

Meghann E. Becker
Magna Cum Laude

Jamie B. Crooks
Seth S. Guillen

Cum Laude
Charles K. Heasley V
Chad C. Sherfey
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Associate of Applied 
Business in Business 
Management Technology

Nathan M. Funk
Adam R. Godfrey
Amanda C. Gula

With Distinction
Michael T. Nicewander

With Highest Distinction
Patrick L. Norton

With Distinction

Wayne College
Founded 1972

John P. Kristofco

Associate of Arts

Chelsea M. Nicholls
Katelyn R. Orr
Diana J. Schenkenberger
Nicholas S. Walker

Associate of Science

Mary E. Brazier
Stacey M. Caskey-Coblentz
Chelsea M. Nicholls
Katelyn R. Orr
George S. Pantea
Steven A. Reutter

Associate of Applied 
Business in Office 
Technology

Jill M. Harris
With Distinction

Associate of Applied 
Science in Computer 
Network Engineering 
Technology

Matthew J. Triplett

Candidates for  Associate Degrees



August 15
Afternoon

The Buchtel College of 
Arts and Sciences 
Founded 1870

Dean Chand Midha ( )

Doctor of Philosophy

Stacye A. Blount
Sociology

BS MT, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill; MA, Fayetteville State 
University, NC

Dissertation: “Negative 
Spillover and Mental Health: An 
Exploration of the Moderating 
Effects of Sociodemographic 
Factors, Family Characteristics, 
Socioeconomic Resources, and 
Work Characteristics”

Adviser: Dr. C. Andre Christie-
Mizell

Melinda K. Carnahan
Chemistry

BS, Canisius College, NY

Disssertation: “Novel Nitric Oxide 
Donors for Use in Medicinal 
Applications”

Adviser: Dr. Daniel Smith

Jae Kwang Lee
Chemistry

BS, Chungnam National University, 
Korea

Dissertation: “Charge 
Transfer Phenomena of 
Dimethylaminobenzonitrile and 
Related Aromatic Nitriles”

Adviser: Dr. Edward C. Lim

eighteen

Alyison M. Leigh
Chemistry

BA, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Characterization 
and Fragmentation of 
Polyphosphazenes and 
Polysiloxanes Studied by Mass 
Spectrometry”

Adviser: Dr. Chrys Wesdemiotis

Damian John Lonsdale
Psychology – Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

BBA, Iowa State University; MA, The 
University of Akron

Dissertation: “The Effects of 
Norm-Violations on Courteous 
Drivers: No More Mr. Nice Guy”

Adviser: Dr. Dennis Doverspike

Samantha A. Ritchie
Psychology – Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

BA, BS, Florida State University;  
MA, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “The Impact of 
Leader-Follower Regulatory Focus 
Congruence on Regulatory Fit and 
Relationship Quality”

Adviser: Dr. Aaron M. Schmidt

Timothy J. Smith
Chemistry

BS, Walsh University

Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Photophysical Characterization 
of Covalent and Self-Assembled 
Oligo (Phenylenevinylenes) and 
Related Multichromophore-
Containing Assemblies”

Adviser: Dr. David A. Modarelli

Heather L. Steele
Chemistry

BS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Permeation 
Sampling of Phthalate Esters”

Adviser: Dr. James K. Hardy

Bethany L. Subel
Chemistry

BSCE, University of Cincinnati

Dissertation: “Applications of Mass 
Spectrometry to Materials and 
Kinetics”

Adviser: Dr. Chrys Wesdemiotis

Hsien Yao Swee
Psychology – Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

BA, MSS, National University of 
Singapore

Dissertation: “A Cognitive 
Perspective of Self-Other 
Agreement: A Look at Outcomes 
and Predictors of Shared Implicit 
Performance Theories”

Adviser: Dr. Rosalie J. Hall

Wongwit Wongwitwichote
Chemistry

BS, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Dissertation: “Synthesis and Study 
of the Interchain Interactions in 
Organic pi-Conjugated Oligomeric 
Materials”

Adviser: Dr. David A. Modarelli

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees
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The College of 
Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

Doctor of Philosophy

Engineering – Electrical

Jay L. Adams
BS, Grove City College, PA;  
MSE, Youngstown State University

Dissertation: “Hankel Operators 
for Fractional-Order Systems”

Adviser: Dr. Tom T. Hartley

Frantisek Cajko
Engineering – Electrical

MS, DS, University of Comenius in 
Bratislava, Slovak Republic

Dissertation: “Nano-Focusing of 
Light: Electromagnetic Analysis 
and Simulation”

Adviser: Dr. Igor A. Tsukerman

James C. Fisher
Engineering – Chemical

BS, MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “The Reduction of 
CO2 Emissions Via CO2 Capture 
and Solid Oxide Fuel Cells”

Adviser: Dr. Steven S. Chuang

Felipe Guzman Montanez
Engineering – Chemical

BE, Universidad Nacional de Colombia; 
MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Electrochemical and 
Photocatalytic Oxidation of Carbon 
and Hydrocarbons”

Adviser: Dr. Steven S. Chuang

David W. Johnstone
Engineering – Civil

BE, Youngstown State University

Dissertation: “Drinking Water 
Disinfection Byproduct Formation 
Assessment Using Natural 
Organic Matter Fractionation and 
Excitation-Emission Matrices”

Adviser: Dr. Christopher M. Miller

Adria F. Lotus
Engineering – Chemical

BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology, Dhaka, 
India; MSE, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham

Dissertation: “Synthesis of 
Semiconducting Ceramic 
Nanofibers, Development of 
P-N Junctions, and Bandgap 
Engineering by Electrospinning”

Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

James E. May
Engineering – Civil

BS, University of Missouri;  
MS, The Ohio State University;  
MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Non-Linear 
Vibration Control of Long, Flexible 
Structures Employing Inter-
Modal Energy Transfer [Modal 
Damping]”

Adviser: Dr. Craig C. Menzemer

Duane D. Miller
Engineering – Chemical

BS, MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “In Situ Infrared 
Study of G-S/L-S Adsorption and 
Photocatalytic Processes”

Adviser: Dr. Steven S. Chuang

Abdulla A. Sharo
Engineering – Civil

BE, ME, Jordan University of Science 
and Technology

Dissertation: “Pressuremeter 
Applications in Laterally Loaded 
Drilled Shafts Socketed in a 
Transversely Isotropic Rocks”

Adviser: Dr. Robert Y. Liang

Jackapon Sunthornvarabhas
Engineering – Chemical

BE, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Dissertation: “Study of Methods 
to Create and Control Electrospun 
Liquid Jets”

Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Madhar Mohammad Ta’amneh
Engineering – Civil

BE, ME, Jordan University of Science 
and Technology

Dissertation: “Long Term 
Monitoring and Evaluation of 
Drainable Bases at I-90 Test Road”

Adviser: Dr. Robert Y. Liang

Ioannis Tsapakis
Engineering – Civil

BS, MS, National Technical University 
of Athens, Greece

Dissertation: “Determination of 
Seasonal Adjustment Factors and 
Assignment of Short-Term Counts 
to Factor Groupings”

Adviser: Dr. William H. 
Schneider IV

Changhu Xing
Engineering – Mechanical

BE, ME, University of Science and 
Technology Beijing, China

Dissertation: “Analysis of the 
Characteristics of a Squeeze Film 
Damper by Three-Dimensional 
Navier-Stokes Equations: 
A Numerical Approach and 
Experimental Validation”

Adviser: Dr. Minel J. Braun

Shunliu Zhao
Engineering – Mechanical

BE, ME, Sichuan University, China

Dissertation: “Development of 
Boundary Singularity Method 
for Partial-Slip and Transition 
Molecular-Continuum Flow 
Regimes with Application to 
Filtration”

Adviser: Dr. Alex Povitsky



The College of Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Doctor of Philosophy

Elif Alyamac
Polymer Engineering

BS, MS, Middle East Technical 
University, Turkey

Dissertation: “Self-Stratifying 
Coatings”

Adviser: Dr. Mark Soucek

Carlos A. Barrios
Polymer Science

BE, Universidad Nacional de Colombia; 
MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Modified Scanning 
Probes for the Analysis of Polymer 
Surfaces”

Adviser: Dr. Mark D. Foster

Serkan Bas
Polymer Engineering

BS, Hacettepe University, Turkey; 
MMSE, Sabanci University, Turkey

Dissertation: “Synthesis of Hybrid 
Latexes and Polymerization 
Kinetics of Functional Latexes”

Adviser: Dr. Mark Soucek

Jane Hitomi Fujiyama-Novak
Polymer Engineering

BE, University of the State of Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil; ME, Federal University 
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Dissertation: “The Role of 
Nanoclay on the Deformation 
Behavior of Polypropylene/
Maleic Anhydride Modified 
Polypropylene Films and Fibers 
in Full and Partially Molten State 
Processing”

Adviser: Dr. Mukerrem Cakmak

Pavan K. Ghatty Venkata 
Krishna

Polymer Science

B Tech, Indian Institute of Technology 
Madras, India

Dissertation: “Structure and 
Dynamics of Proteins in Bio-
Protective Solvents”

Adviser: Dr. Gustavo Adolfo Carri

Ibrahim S. Gunes
Polymer Engineering

BS, Bogazici University, Turkey

Dissertation: “Analysis of 
Shape Memory Properties of 
Polyurethane Nanocomposites”

Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana &  
Dr. Judit E. Puskas

Ming-Siao Hsiao
Polymer Science

BS, National Chung-Hsing University, 
China; MS, National Tsing Hua 
University, China

Dissertation: “Crystallization, 
Crystal Orientation and 
Morphology of Poly(Ethylene 
Oxide) under One Dimensional 
Defect-Free Confinement on the 
Nanoscale”

Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Sheila Khodadadi
Polymer Science

BS, MS, Isfahan University of 
Technology, Iran

Dissertation: “Influence of Solvent 
on Protein Dynamics and Activity”

Adviser: Dr. Alexei P. Sokolov

Kumar Kunal
Polymer Science

B Tech, Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi, India

Dissertation: “Influence of 
Chemical Structure and Molecular 
Weight on Fragility in Polymers”

Adviser: Dr. Alexei P. Sokolov

Byoung Jo Lee
Polymer Engineering

BS, MS, Yonsei University, Korea

Dissertation: “Nucleating 
Agent-Assisted Preparation of 
Polypropylene (PP)/Polyhedral 
Oligomeric Silesquioxane (POSS) 
Nanocomposites and Their 
Characterization”

Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana

Siwei Leng
Polymer Science

BE, MS, Jilin University, China

Dissertation: “From Crystal 
to Columnar Discotic Liquid 
Crystal Phases: Phase Structural 
Characterization of Series of Novel 
Phenazines Potentially Useful in 
Organic Electronics”

Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Elizabeth A. Orlowski
Polymer Science

BS, Delaware Valley College

Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Characterization and Surface 
Modification of Polyisobutylene 
Based Biomaterials”

Adviser: Dr. Judit E. Puskas

Mayela Ramirez-Huerta
Polymer Engineering

BS, Instituto Technologico y de 
Estudios Superiores, Mexico;  
MS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Steric and 
Anchimeric Effect on the 
Hydrolysis of Oligoesters and 
Their Influence on End-Use 
Polyurethane Coatings”

Adviser: Dr. Mark Soucek

Pankaj Jaiprakash Rathi
Polymer Engineering

BE, University of Pune, India

Dissertation: “Theoretical 
Modeling of Morphology 
Development in Blends of 
Semicrystalline Polymers 
Undergoing Photopolymerization”

Adviser: Dr. Thein Kyu

Sylvain S. Seif
Polymer Engineering

BS, The University of Akron

Dissertation: “Temporally 
Programmed Stretching of Polymer 
Films: Influence of Nanoparticles”

Adviser: Dr. Mukerrem Cakmak

Ryan M. VanHorn
BS, Lafayette College, PA

Polymer Science
Dissertation: “Tethered Polymer 
Chains on Single Crystal Surfaces”

Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng
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(2) � Separate Masters Degrees in  
two disciplines

The Buchtel College of 
Arts and Sciences 
Founded 1870

Dean Chand Midha (Interim)

Master of Applied Politics

Barry A. Barbe Jr.
Pia N. Brady
Brian J. Juliao
Stephanie L. Wessels

Master of Arts

Michael J. Andorka
Psychology

Varsha Balachandran
English

James W. Beck
Psychology

Cecily J. Becker
Psychology

Joseph Boateng
Geography – Urban Planning

Nicholas A. Boysel
History

Kelsey C. Brachna
Economics

Carol A. Eckerly
Economics

Matthew A. Fleagle
English

Joni M. Heineman
Political Science

Meighan A. Heyburn
Political Science

Kalwant S. Johal
History

Daysha Rai Lawrence
Sociology – Thesis Option

Elizabeth C. Marano
Political Science

Paula M. Miller
English – Composition Track

Elizabeth A. Modarelli
English – Composition Track

Alycia Usher Perez
Psychology

Pamela F. Roeper
English

Amanda D. Ross
Psychology

Christina M. Rummell
Psychology

Virgil E. Russell
Sociology – Thesis Option

Christina M. Saluan
Psychology

Adrienne V. Sampson
Psychology

Sarah F. Senften
English

Sara J. Shondrick
Psychology

Darlene J. Thompson
Psychology

Samantha B. Whetherholt
History

Aaron A. Zimmerman
English

Master of Public 
Administration

Nour Ali Faisal Al-Quraan
Jacquelyn A. Campbell
Gunveet S. Gandhi
John P. Gersper
Agnes Kutin-Mensah
Jennifer C. Lint
Susan E. Long
John D. O’Brien
Peter O. Ossai
Michael B. Protiva

Master of Science

Amineh A. Abdel-Qader
Mathematics

Jay L. Adams
Applied Mathematics

Sandra Esi Addo
Applied Mathematics

Prashant Anantha Krishnan
Computer Science

Sukumar Reddy Anapalli
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Matthew M. Arpidone
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Christopher M. Brendel
Biology

Supreeth Jagadish Burji
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Alissa A. Calabrese
Biology

Krishna Chaitanya Chakilam
Computer Science

Adityaraj Natvarisinhji Chavada
Geography / Geographic Information 
Sciences

Michael B. Cheung
Biology

Frank E. Chiarappa
Biology

Mark R. Dalman
Geology – Environmental Geology

Corey A. Doak
Mathematics – BS/MS

James D. Ehrman
Physics

Sree Kumar Gopishetty
Computer Science

Jonathan H. Hafner
Mathematics

Jarrod D. Harding(2)

Statistics
Kelley A. Hartley

Geology
Jeffrey G. Hirko

Geology – Environmental Geology

Ram Chandra Kafle
Statistics

Kiran Khanal
Physics

Gurpreet Kohli
Statistics

Sarita Limbu
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Stephanie M. Lopez
Biology

Erin Patrick McGough
Mathematics

Greeshma Myneni
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Khanhbao N. Nguyen
Biology

Sarah F. Phillips
Chemistry

Lauren A. Playl
Biology

Pamula J. Robison
Applied Mathematics

Sara K. Rollo
Applied Mathematics – BS/MS

Sarah E. Scott
Biology

Pradeep Sharma
Statistics

Carmen L. Silva Romero
Geography / Geographic Information 
Sciences

Guang Sun
Statistics

Jhon F. Whissel
Computer Science – Thesis Option

Peter-James Heliker Zushin
Biology

The College of 
Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

Master of Science in 
Chemical Engineering

Aaron M. Drews
Tritti Siengchum

Master of Science in 
Civil Engineering

Sudeep Adhikari
Cong Feng
Darren N. Moore
Charles R. Ruggeri
Songquan Wang

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 



Master of Science in 
Electrical Engineering

Sevil Filiz
Naga Swathi Kucherlapati
Bharath Kumar Reddy Mandadi
Sandeep Narla
Tanvir Tanvir
Madhulatha Reddy Vatte
Xinggao Xia
Yu Zou

Master of Science 
in Engineering

Jason G. Cheronis
Engineering: Engineering 
Management Specialization

Parisa Farajipour
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Vinod Jagtap
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Almotasem Ibrahim Justaniah
Engineering: Engineering 
Management Specialization

Nicholas Martin Shaffer
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Sunny Virmani
Engineering: Biomedical Engineering

Master of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering

Michael A. Avon
Johnny Fares Najem
Vineet N. Parkhe
Sunil George Pothula
Sunil Prakash
Arun Pundi Ramu
Jonathan M. Sanders
Craig E. Smith

The College of Nursing
Founded 1967

Dean N. Margaret Wineman

Master of Public Health

Rachel Elizabeth Cherico
Rick L. Miller

Master of Science 
in Nursing

Carly M. Albert-Kibler
Nursing Anesthesia

Robert J. Bearss
Nursing Anesthesia

Kelly A. Beebe
Nursing Anesthesia

Jessica D. Benner
Nursing Anesthesia

Jennifer L. Bourne
Nursing Anesthesia

Sharlene K. Bucher
Nursing Anesthesia

Christopher R. Buehrer
Nursing Anesthesia

Andrea L. Clason
Nursing Anesthesia

Tabitha J. Cline
Nursing Anesthesia

Keven L. Deeter
Nursing Anesthesia

Julie A. Del Balso
Nursing Anesthesia

Kelly Dula
Nursing Anesthesia

Erin Forgach
Nursing Anesthesia

Katherine J. Gibson
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicolae Greavu
Nursing Anesthesia

Karla S. Housel
Nursing Anesthesia

Maura A. Kilbane
Nursing Anesthesia

Margaret R. Manning
Nursing Anesthesia

Staci A. Martin
Nursing Anesthesia

Michelle B. Miller
Nursing Anesthesia

Lois R. Milosevic
Nursing Anesthesia

Denise L. Montgomery
Nursing Anesthesia

Sara F. Muzik
Nursing Anesthesia

Justina U. Onwughalu
Nursing Anesthesia

Tiffany J. Reusser
Nursing Anesthesia

James R. Rieke
Nursing Anesthesia

twenty-two

Danielle T. Scharpf
Nursing Anesthesia

Robert S. Sheeley
Nursing Anesthesia

Gina E. Springer
Nursing Anesthesia

Rhonda P. Tipple
Nursing Anesthesia

Carol M Zieroff
Nursing Anesthesia

Joseph Zynda
Nursing Anesthesia
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twenty-three

Richard D. Wall
Summa Cum Laude

Amanda L. Wood
Nakeyia N. Worley
Annette M. Yoho-Feltes

Bachelor of Arts 
in Interdisciplinary 
Anthropology

Tynetta A. Anderson
Malarie A. Eagle

Cum Laude
Joshua P. Hannig
James A. Sutter
Theresa E. Ulrich
Krystal S. Wamsley

Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science

Heather R. Argento
Emily M. Bennett

Summa Cum Laude
Heather R. Bickimer

Cum Laude
Jason A. Boyd

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua S. Brown
Courtney L. Canter
Kayana L. Coates
Tracey L. Cook

Cum Laude
Jennifer L. Crist
Jennifer K. Dannemiller
Naman P. Gandhi
Heather G. Haverkamp

Magna Cum Laude
Alia M. Hindi
Elya M. Horattas

Summa Cum Laude
Amber K. Hurlbut
Chiamaka T. Ilonzo

Summa Cum Laude
Stephen R. Lowe

Summa Cum Laude
Stephanie M. Maher
Kristofer C. Mann
Shaun P. McClarnon
Mark N. Mekhail
Donald R. Nicholas
Nicholas A. Novotny

Cum Laude
Vijay J. Pandya

Magna Cum Laude
Lisa Parker
Cortney A. Pohly

Cum Laude
Sara K. Rollo

Magna Cum Laude
Ryne A. Romick
Ami R. Saraiya

Summa Cum Laude
Sajed A. Sarwar

Magna Cum Laude

The Buchtel College of 
Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Dean Chand Midha (Interim)

Bachelor of Arts

Nasser Y. Ali
Mary L. Andre

Summa Cum Laude
Nichole R. Barnes

Summa Cum Laude
John J. Bean
David A. Beaumont
David M. Beskitt
Thomas D. Bishop
Amber N. Blosser
Casaundra R. Bradley

Magna Cum Laude
Lea M. Brown
William T. Burkett III

Summa Cum Laude
Byron T. Butler
Morgan A. Choffin
Inta Marie Cook Mitterbach
Amy M. Criss
Giuseppe V. Cugliari
Jessica C. Custer

Summa Cum Laude
Chelsea A. Dalziel

Cum Laude
Matthew J. Darling

Magna Cum Laude
Lee H. Davis
Joshua G. Eberts
Graham B. Edwards(3)

Thomas L. Erb Jr.
Rachel Ann Farrell
Heather C. Fellure
Sadie A. Fellure
Sarah M. Foote
Don W. Fridley III
Clinton P. George

Summa Cum Laude
Rashida M. Grant
Douglas A. Gray Jr.
David A. Hadden
Lauren E. Harding

Magna Cum Laude
Kevin R. Harper
Cary L. Hasselbacher
Chris G. Heaton
Elicia J. Hill

Magna Cum Laude
Kathy Lee Hrdlicka
Matthew L. Hurst
David L. Jacobs Jr.
Ciara S. Johnson
Monica E. Karcz
Kathy A. Kiser

Magna Cum Laude
Alexander D. Kuhn

Teresa C. Kulig
Magna Cum Laude

Chelsea K. Largent
Cum Laude

Mark A. Lattimore
Megan K. Letcher
Monica N. Lich
Joseph M. Locicero
Jessica L. Maag

Cum Laude
John C. McArthur
Katherine E. McDermott
Amanda L. McHenry

Summa Cum Laude
Adam D. Meigs

Cum Laude
Arturo K. Mills
Mark W. Mole
Karima B. Muhammad
Sean M. Norris

Summa Cum Laude
Osita C. Obierika
Abigail Olesky
Dylan C. Page
Daniel A. Parker
Jonathan F. Parks
Alisha J. Peoples
Stuart M. Philipps(3)

Katrina E. Phillips
Maatia C. Post
Zachary D. Pritchard
Kyle F. Quinlan
Tedd M. Quinlan

Magna Cum Laude
Craig L. Rich
Jason A. Richards

Cum Laude
Adam James Ross
Caren M. Roushkolb
Bryanne M. Schneeberger
Maria R. Sciddurlo
Jessica W. Seung
Eric D. Sharkey
David B. Shea
Danielle N. Shepherd
Sara E. Shumaker

Cum Laude
Ronaldo R. Siler
David T. Slivka
John D. Smith
Mark A. Snyder
Maria C. Soucek
Tara B. Spade
James A. Sutter
John C. Szilagyi
Allyson C. Tomasik

Magna Cum Laude
Chethan Udayashankar
Stanley L. Vaughn III
Julie M. Vollmer

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees
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Rishi Sharma
Summa Cum Laude

Lila E. Sheikhi
Magna Cum Laude

Jamie D. Singer
Stephanie B. Sparks

Magna Cum Laude
Katherine M. Tadolini

Summa Cum Laude
Prashanth D. Thakker

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah A. Vengal

Magna Cum Laude
Kellen C. Welch

Summa Cum Laude
Kimberly M. Zito

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science

Scott N. Klimonek
Stephen M. Sciarini

Bachelor of Science in 
Geography – Geographic 
Information Sciences

Ryan C. Lee

Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science / 
Criminal Justice

Benjamin A. Ayers
Summa Cum Laude

Robert F. Baughman
Tara M. Burkett
Matthew S. Butcher
Ashley R. Chinrock
Brian R. Clark
Michael D. Detchon
Jeremy J. Fennell
Adam W. Huffman
Felisha R. McCray
Cheryl L. Morris
Jeffrey T. Parrott
Joshua R. Roe
Robert J. Stricker
Daniel M. Whitehurst
Jebidiah O. Wiseman

twenty-four

The College of 
Engineering
Founded 1914

Dean George K. Haritos

Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering

Loredana M. Guseila
Patrick B. Patterson
Todd D. Pren

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering

Bradley H. Base

Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering

Ryan J. Porter

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Engineering

Daniel B. Kephart Jr.

Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering

Joshua J. Kurtz

Bachelor of Science 
in Engineering

Kary Ann Semborski

Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering

Joseph J. Cavanaugh
Bradley S. Franczak
Glenn P. Moore
Richard J. Shaffer
Clayton M. Watson

The College of Nursing
Founded 1967

Dean N. Margaret Wineman

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

Naoel Serwaa Agyeman
Megan M. Allison

Summa Cum Laude
Tyson M. Aufdenberg
Jeteia L. Benson
Jennifer L. Clink

Cum Laude
Jena M. Cottrell
Amber Lynn Dockus

Magna Cum Laude
Patricia L. Dragan-Burris
Cassandra R. Dunham
Kirsten L. English
Karen A. Everett

Cum Laude
Andrea L. Fenwick
Mark F. Garretson

Magna Cum Laude
Gabrielle G. Gay

Cum Laude
Darcy H. Green

Magna Cum Laude
Monica J. Hooley

Magna Cum Laude
Kara M. Hubbard
Sheila A. Jacobsen

Cum Laude
Melissa A. Jenkins
Judy Keenan
Katie M. Lecerf

Cum Laude
Thomas K. Lehman
Alexander M. Lloyd
Colleen M. Manzo
Elizabeth A. Milan

Magna Cum Laude
Holly Miller

Cum Laude
Cattleya Carandang Musni
Patricia Okyere
Kristina J. Opsincs
Anthony J. Petros
Ann-Marie Porchowsky

Magna Cum Laude
Jamie M. Prebynski
Nicole Suzanne Ptak

Cum Laude
Brian Rann
Ashley A. Rice
Mary K. Schoonover

Magna Cum Laude
Joshua J. Selby
Jill C. Smith

Summa Cum Laude
Mark D. Staats
Robyn J. Talbott
Megan C. Thomas

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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Heather L. Toneff
Magna Cum Laude

Sylvia Marie Tonhaeuser
Magna Cum Laude

Andrea Michelle Torrence
Denise A. Watkins
Lacey R. Watkins

Cum Laude
Laurel A. Wolfe
Natalie J. Zitzman

Summit College
Founded 1964

Dean Stanley B. Silverman

Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Timothy S. Ator

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Information 
Systems

Dorian A. Crenshaw
Timothy D. McDaniel

Bachelor of Science in 
Construction Engineering 
Technology

Austin S. Glosik
Louis K. Gottardi
Benjamin A. Jones
Zachary M. Kimble

Cum Laude
Matthew R. Lowdermilk
Nicholas C. Nerone
Alex Niazov

Bachelor of Science in 
Emergency Management

Christopher J. Petrone
Cum Laude

Jordan E. Seib
Gregory M. Smith

Magna Cum Laude
Andrew J. Varca

Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering 
Technology

Tyler A. Combs
Jon A. Edgar
Brian P. Mohrman

Bachelor of Science in 
Respiratory Therapy 
Technology

William T. Evans
Matthew D. Olds
Xiuhua Yuan

Bachelor of Science in 
Surveying & Mapping 
Technology

Claire Lowther
Eric J. Misanko



Summit College
Founded 1964

Dean Stanley B. Silverman

Associate of Arts

Brandi E. Baker
Kassie D. Boland
Steven J. Bornhoeft
Jeri Farwell
Justin R. Hadam
Eric S. Metzler
Karima B. Muhammad
Stanford D. Murphy
Sacha N. Parson
Daniel P. Roberson

Associate of Applied 
Business in Business 
Management Technology

Marissa S. Kline
Akaninyene K. Obot
Neal A. Price
Ellen M. Ronk
Helen Lyn Smith
Joseph S. Stoner
Brian W. Tandarich

Associate of Applied 
Business in Computer 
Information Systems

Hassen J. Baker Jr.
Brian C. Beynon
Susan M. Boros

With Highest Distinction
Christopher M. Brown
Justin S. Esber

With Distinction
Dawn E. Gredesky

With High Distinction
Andrew M. Kelling
Cory J. Knowlton
Andrew T. Lizak
Kristina M. Medley
Jonathan P. Myers
Christopher D. Repetsky
Richard M. Shichida
Kevin J. Smith
Shawn E. Whetsel

Associate of Applied 
Business in Hospitality 
Management

Wei-Chu Liu
With Distinction

Amanda S. Snyder
Brittany C. Trott

Associate of Applied 
Business in Office 
Administration

Kimberly D. Davis
Tara L. Pangle

Associate of Applied 
Science in Community 
Services Technology

Kimberly R. Davis
Lareda J. Haslem
Karen R. Lemmon

With Highest Distinction
Lisa M. Smith
Kasonia D. Toney

Associate of Applied 
Science in Construction 
Engineering Technology

Erik M. Bartley
Luke R. Cawood
Louis K. Gottardi
Matthew R. Lowdermilk
Robert T. Marik
Dennis R. Murphy

With Distinction
Alex Niazov

Associate of Applied 
Science in Criminal Justice 
Technology

Benjamin A. Ayers
With Highest Distinction

Sheena D. Bateman
With High Distinction

Emanuel M. Blackmon
Candice C. Bryant
Ryan D. Dangerfield

With High Distinction
Ljuban Drobnjak

With Distinction
Rachel Ann Farrell
Ronya J. Habash

With Distinction
Zachary T. Honaker
Gregory A. Jorz
Christopher A. McCausland
Cheryl L. Morris
Judy R. Perrone
Michelle E. Ponchak
Joshua R. Roe
Craig M. Smith
Sharon K. Wehr
Jana L. Windom
Tawanna C. Young

Associate of Applied 
Science in Early 
Childhood Development

Emily A. Thompson
Kenisha Nicolé Williams

Associate of Applied 
Science in Electronic 
Engineering Technology

Carl E. Hammett
Robert J. Milkovich Jr.

With Highest Distinction
Cory M. Ockunzzi

Associate of Applied 
Science in Emergency 
Medical Services 
Technology

Richard D. Radonich
Jordan E. Seib
Benjamin J. Stark

Associate of Applied 
Science in Fire Protection 
Technology

Andrew D. Baran
With High Distinction

Corey D. Bemiller
Kyle C. Bishop

With High Distinction
Anthony D. Cook-Yanulaitis

With Distinction
Christopher W. Groth
Todd M. Hurd
Corey M. Kendig

With Highest Distinction
Jesse N. Picha
Andrew J. Varca

Associate of Applied 
Science in Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology

Gary D. Anderson

Associate of Applied 
Science in Mechanical 
Engineering Technology

Stephan N. Gnatiuk
Bradley M. McDonald
Brian P. Mohrman
Eugene W. Ray

Associate of Applied 
Science in Medical 
Assisting Technology

Qiana C. Campbell
Cynthia L. Vujevich
Emily A. West

twenty-six

Candidates for  Associate Degrees
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Associate of Applied 
Science in Paralegal 
Studies

Jennifer M. Derifield
With Highest Distinction

Ashley E. Krautheim
With Distinction

Jeanetta M. Powers
Jacqueline N. Tengea

With Highest Distinction

Associate of Applied 
Science in Radiologic 
Technology

Zachary R. Arnold
Jennifer L. Barbour

With Highest Distinction
Lisa A. Bourgeois
Tracy L. Butkovich
Patricia K. Calvert
Brandy R. Claar
Michael D. Difrangia
Sheila L. Doyle
Stephanie A. Ellis

With Distinction

Brian Lee Gay
Andrew M. Grills
Jo Elizabeth Householder
Erika M. Kopnisky
Gregory J. Landis

With Highest Distinction
Connie M. Macerol
Shivonna J. McDonald
Mariana K. Miclaus
Ashley N. Miracle
Eric C. Norman

With Distinction
Amy L. Richey
Sara D. Robinson

With Highest Distinction
Jerred M. Sloan
Charity Smith
Chad W. Sprague

With Distinction
Melanie J. Stewart
Stephanie L. Szczerban
April A. Wright

With Distinction

Associate of Applied 
Science in Surgical 
Technology

Malissa J. Bramlett
Sarah J. Frangos

With Distinction
Angel D. Fryberger
Tanika M. Guin
Shauna N. Hostetler

With High Distinction
Morgan D. Long
Ciara M. McCloud
Tara R. Neidert

With Highest Distinction
Dakotah E. Oldfield
Michelle R. Parks
Amanda R. Rosati
Cynthia K. Schaefer

With Highest Distinction
Jodi M. Schott
Amy J. Selby
Courtney R. Smith
Nicole M. Tomsick
Keisha M. Turner

Associate of Applied 
Science in Surveying 
Engineering Technology

Kevin J. Huffman
Nickolas K. McFarland

 Recognition of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 

The following cadets are commissioned as Second Lieutenants on August 15, 2009:

United States Army

Alexander M. Lloyd
Jeffrey T. Parrott



The University of AkronThe University of Akron
The College of Engineering

By authority of the Board of Trustees and on recommendation
of the Faculty hereby confers upon

A. Worthy Student
The Degree of

Bachelor of Science

Together with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereto.
Witness the seal of the University and the signature of its officers

Given at Akron, in the State of Ohio, this fifteenth day of August, 2009.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

President of the University

Dean

One of oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

A present-day diploma awarded at The University of Akron.

.University  Diplomas

twenty-eight
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.Statue of  John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The  Alma Mater

    Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first person to 
assume the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as president and 
as a trustee of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church 
understood the importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently 
on projects to successfully link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing 
city. During his presidency, Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).



The  Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly-popular band, “Fred Waring and the 
Pennsylvanians.” In response to a request from the University’s student newspaper, Waring wrote 
“a distinctive song” for The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his 
NBC hookup on November 17, 1939, and has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.

thirty-one
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This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates’ names, or may result in the use of names of persons not completing graduation 
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and tran­
scripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed program, therefore, should not be used to 
determine a student’s academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees is the 
student’s permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons Hall, Akron, OH 
44325-6208.

The University of Akron:  A Proud Tradition

The Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts college in Akron 
in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s prominent industrialists, John R. Buchtel. 
It was Buchtel who led a group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fund-raising 
campaign to build the college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to 
witness the results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. Both a vision­
ary and a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city is closely tied to the 
proximity of a high quality institution of higher education. Decades of progress, both 
for the city and for the college he launched, have proven him right. With an enrollment 
of 26,000 students from throughout Ohio, the United States, and 89 foreign countries, 
the successor of Buchtel College is one of the largest principal campuses in Ohio. 
Long committed to an academic tradition which stresses excellence, The University 
of Akron offers more than 300 associate, baccalaureate, and master’s degree programs 
and options, as well as 18 doctoral degree programs and four law degrees. Since 1914, 
the University has been accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and it is currently classified at the highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-
degree-granting institution. Today, more than 145,000 of its alumni live and work 
around the world.
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