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THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON

FALL 2009 COMMENCEMENT

Saturday, December 12, 2009 
E. J. Thomas Performing Arts Hall

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CLASS

Welcome and congratulations on your outstanding achievement! Please take a few minutes to review these important instructions.

GENERAL INFORMATION

All degree candidates are required to remain throughout the entire ceremony (including the recessional).  In order to receive your personal recognition at today’s ceremony, it is imperative that you remain in your assigned row/position when proceeding into the auditorium.  Do not get out of line.  After the benediction, the graduates will move out of the rows under the direction of the Assistant Marshals.

After commencement, you are invited to meet your guests in the Goodrich Lobby of E. J. Thomas Performing Arts Hall.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

In order to participate in the ceremony, each degree candidate must wear the appropriate cap and gown for the degree earned.

Hoods

Instructions to doctoral degree candidates:

· Hoods for doctoral degree candidates will be presented on stage.  
· Caps should remain on during the entire ceremony, to include the hooding.
· When your name is called, walk on stage to the dean.  Your hooder will accompany you on stage if he or she is not already in place on stage.  Once on stage, stand on the student mark (annotated on stage floor).

· Turn and face the audience.
· Your hooder and dean will place your hood over your head and adjust it appropriately.

· After hood has been placed, shake hands with both the advisor and the dean and proceed to the president.

Hoods for master’s degree candidates are to be worn throughout the ceremony. 

Baccalaureate and associate degree candidates do not wear hoods.

Tassels

Doctoral and master degree candidates wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony.

Baccalaureate and associate degree candidates wear the tassel on the right.  At a special point during the ceremony, President Proenza will request the new graduates to, in unison, turn their tassels to the left.

Honor Cords and Medallions

Candidates for degrees may only wear such items which signify academic achievement as listed below:

1.
Academic Achievement


Medallions (Baccalaureate degrees):  Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude and Cum Laude


Blue and Gold Cords (Associate degrees):  Highest Distinction, High Distinction and Distinction


Students may not wear pins and other insignias of affiliation or recognition during the ceremony.  They may, 
however, wear pins, corsages, etc., for personal pictures before or after the commencement. Also, please do not 
carry purses, etc., across the stage.

2.
Co-curricular Activities


If you are a member of a registered university organization which selects students from the entire University 
student body for membership or member of departmental or college honor societies, you may wear appropriate 
recognition symbols.  If you choose to wear symbols for the ceremony, you may not wear more than three items.
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