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By Kathryn Watkins-Wendell, Director of Research Services and Sponsored Programs 

It’s a new day for grant seekers at the University of Akron!
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As the new Director of the Office of Research Services and Sponsored Programs (ORSSP), I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and to talk about three goals I have set:

1. to create a welcoming atmosphere for new faculty, 

2. to provide support and leadership to faculty seeking external funding, and 

3. to recognize those who have worked hard to achieve grant success. 

Anyone who has written a grant proposal knows that pulling it together is not quick or easy. Sometimes the road to success is paved with rejection notices. For those who persevere, however, the rewards can be many.

Much of what creates a successful research environment is intangible. Critical to creating a supportive atmosphere is recognizing the hard work of faculty and staff who take time from their busy schedules to seek and obtain external funding. To that end, I have planned a number of events to bring together diverse groups of faculty from across campus. In the spring, look for our Funded Faculty Reception, during which we will acknowledge and celebrate the hard work of those who have garnered external funding. Additionally, our first annual New Faculty Reception will be held Oct. 25. New faculty, along with their chairs and deans, will be able to come together to relax, mingle and socialize with new colleagues and friends.

Social events are fun, but when it is time to write that proposal, lots of effort and time are involved. It’s not unusual to hear faculty tell of working 20-hour days before a proposal deadline to get the submission “just right.” We are here to help you “get it right.” One goal of ORSSP is to alleviate some of the anxiety associated with seeking external funding, and our staff will work hard to provide you with timely and useful service. For example, did you know that ORSSP offers personalized funding-source searches for faculty, staff and even students? Did you also know that assigned to each college is an ORSSP coordinator who will assist with proposal preparation and submission? This one-stop approach to service allows ORSSP to assist grant seekers with every aspect of proposal development and submission.

It is rewarding to see hard work and perseverance pay off. Nearly $33 million in grant funding made last year the most fruitful in UA history. The credit for this achievement goes to the faculty and staff who wrote successful grant proposals. But we are always striving to improve. I am enthusiastic about working hand-in-hand with our faculty to foster continued success in the grants arena. The future looks bright, and it is an exciting time to be on campus. The University of Akron truly is the public research university for Northern Ohio!

So whether you are new to grant seeking or a seasoned pro, I invite you to drop by Suite 284 in the Polsky Building to see what your grants office has to offer. Or take a virtual look at ORSSP, on the Web at http://www.uakron.edu/research/orssp/.



“Perspectives from the Provost” is distributed weekly during the fall and spring semesters. We welcome your comments. Send them to perspectives@uakron.edu.
	


