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NIH POLICY ON PUBLIC ACCESS FOR PUBLICATIONS

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/
Public Law 110-161 requires all recipients of NIH funding to submit an electronic version of any peer reviewed manuscript to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central (PMC) upon acceptance of the manuscript for publication.   

This regulation applies to all peer-reviewed article(s) that arise, in whole or in part, from NIH funding and are accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008.   The Policy applies to you if your peer-reviewed article is based on work in one or more of the following categories:

· Directly funded by an NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in Fiscal Year 2008 (October 1, 2007- September 30, 2008) or beyond; 

· Directly funded by an NIH contract signed on or after April 7, 2008; 

· Directly funded by the NIH Intramural Program; 

· If NIH pays your salary. 
Beginning May 25, 2008, any applications, proposals, or progress reports made to NIH must include the PMC or NIH manuscript submission reference number when citing applicable articles arising from their NIH-funded research.  If these numbers are not included, an award may be delayed or prevented, but the evaluation of the application will not be affected.

Guidance:

· Before you publish, determine whether the journal to which you are submitting automatically deposits articles in PMC.  Some journals do not.  However, there are publishers who will deposit upon request.  Find the journal list at:  http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm.

· Before an article is submitted for publication, the author should review the journals author publication instructions for particular information about this NIH policy.  A comprehensive database—“Instructions to Authors in the Health Sciences”—can be found at:  http://mulford.meduohio.edu/instr/. 

· When an article is submitted for publication, the investigator should inform the journal that the article is subject to this NIH policy.  Including a letter with your journal submission will comply with this aspect of the policy.  Click here for UA’s letter.

· The investigator should review the publisher’s copyright transfer or publication agreement to make sure it specifically allows for the deposit of the final peer-reviewed manuscript in PMC.  If it does not, the investigator should attach an author addendum, using NIH’s recommended language, available here.  
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Submitting to PubMed Central:

Use the NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) system to submit an article. You, or a designated third party, deposit the manuscript files (e.g., Microsoft Word document and figures) in the NIHMS.  See http://www.nihms.nih.gov .
Indicate the NIH award(s) to which the article is related. 

After the NIHMS converts your deposited files to a standard PubMed Central (PMC) format, NIHMS will email you to review the PMC formatted article to approve its release. 

Even if a journal deposits the manuscript for you, you must still provide the associated award information, and review and approve the article.  The NIHMS will notify you via email when these actions are needed and include a link to the NIHMS web site.  

For more information about the NIHMS, go to http://www.nihms.nih.gov/faq.html.  There is an online tutorial at http://www.nihms.nih.gov/web-help/index.html . 
For questions about compliance with this policy, contact your grants coordinator in the Office of Research Services and Sponsored Programs.

For assistance in obtaining information needed to meet these requirements, contact subject specialists in the Science and Technology Library, University Libraries (scilib@uakron.edu).  
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