The Association of The University of Akron Retirees (AUAR)
Executive Board Meeting, Thursday, April 23, 2026 Minutes
Held in person and Zoom

1. Call to Order: The Board meeting was called to order on April 23, 2026 by
President Richard Steiner at 10:04 am.

Il Welcome and Announcements
Members attending: Ali Hajjafar, Harvey Sterns, Tom Vukovich, Richard Steiner,
Diane Vukovich, Linda Sugarman, Mel Vye, Doug Hausknecht, Mary Verstraete,
Rita Klein, George Haritos, Dan Sheffer, Kathy DuBose

Excused: Richard Milford, Martha Vye, Tom Nichols, Bob Huff
Ml Approval of Minutes: The Minutes from March 26" were presented for
approval. Harvey Sterns motioned to approve the corrected minutes; Linda

Sugarman seconded. The minutes were approved.

\A Treasurer’s Report:

March 2026
UA Account income: Membership $ 15.00
Gift $ 500.00
Luncheon Proceeds $ 362.00
Raffle $ 32.00
Total Income: $ 909.00
UA Account expenses: Aramark $ 535.29
Petty Cash income: Luncheon Proceeds $ 135.00

Petty Cash expenses: T. Vukovich Staff Cards  $ 135.00
D. Vukovich Reservation $ 190.00

Total Petty Cash Exp. $ 325.00

UA Account Petty Cash Totals
Initial Balance $11809.80 $298.26 $12108.06
Income $909.00 $135.00 $1044.00
Expenses $535.29 $325.00 $860.29
Final Balance $12183.51 $108.26 $12291.77*
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Final Balance
March. 2025

$11864.37

$300.68

$12156.05*

25v26
$135.72

* These include dues payments for future years.

Dan Sheffer indicated that the $500 Gift was a mistake and the change will be
addressed in the May report

Mary Verstraete moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Tom Vukovich
seconded. The motion passed.

V. Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sugarman reported that she sent a Sympathy

card to Penny Thompson on the death of her husband Steve.

VL. Committee Reports:

A. Programs: Tom Vukovich reported that we have 29 reservations for the

AUAR Road Trip. A donation has been accepted to allow this number to be
sufficient to cover all costs.

Lobster and Suds is scheduled for 5/15 at Hampton Ridge. The
announcement would be coming out early next week.

B. Membership:

Mel Vye sent reported that it is time to start thinking about membership

renewals. An e-mail will go out to all members reminding them they can
renew on the AUAR website or by a mailed in check. Anyone’s e-mail that
bounces will be sent a snail mail renewal form.

C. Political Action: Report attached

Dan Sheffer reported that two meetings will be held in May; the OCHER
meeting and the STRS Stakeholders meeting. Dan, Bob Huff and Bob
Gandee will attend the latter

D. Benefits:

No report.
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E. Faculty Senate:

Notes from the April 4, 2026 meeting are attached. Doug Hausknecht
reported that this was the shortest meeting in his memory and that they are
still having difficulties getting the full minutes posted to the Senate website.

F. University & Community Services/Website:
No Report. There is a new header on our webpage.
G. Scholarship:

Rita Klein reported Lynn Dwyer had responder to her e-mails and we have
$11,059 in the scholarship giving account. She suggested that we give three
$3,000 scholarships for the 2026-2027 academic year. The AUAR Board
agreed. Rita will follow up with Lynn and will remind her of our scholarship
criteria.

H. Newsletter: Mel Vye reported that Martha is working on the next newsletter
and the luncheon reports that have been submitted. She is doing the
individual conversation interview in May and is in touch with Diane Lazzerini
about the obituaries.

Old Business:

Update on Campus Luncheon Venue — Willy Kollman has approved using
Infocision for the luncheons and believes that they can reserve sufficient parking
out front for the times requested. He is still working on the cost but assures us
they can help out with it. We currently pay Quaker Station $150 per luncheon,
Willy picks up $75 of that.

Dan reported that no feedback has been received on the changes to the
Constitution.

Tom and Diane Vukovich are handing over the reins of the Program Committee
to Harvey Sterns and Richard Milford. They distributed two handouts regarding
how they set up the luncheons and the possible venues for next year.

A discussion on how to increase membership/attendance at the luncheons
ensued. A need to promote membership and it's benefits including a banner in
the newsletter with wording such as; “Keep up with what is going on at UA”,
“Here is what the AUAR has done to improve your befits (parking)”, and “This is
what retirees learned about this year”.
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A suggestion of an AUAR Facebook was made with the caveats that someone
needs to maintain it and it takes time. Doug Hausknecht agreed to look into it.

Parking for retirees is a “done deal”, however until all the details are worked out,
we will not be promoting it. After it has been formally communicated to
members, AUAR will announce it to it's members with instructions on how to
register.

New Business:

Kathy Dubose reported that she received 52 YES votes for the slate of officers
2026-2027 year. This was 32% of the membership that voted. Rita Klein made
a motion to accept the results of the election. George Haritos seconded. The
motion passed. The new members of the AUAR Board will be invited to attend
the June meeting.

The results of the Faculty Senator vote will be passed on to the Faculty Senate
as required.

President-Elect No nominees

Treasurer Dan Sheffer

Recording Secretary Mary Verstraete

At-Large Members Ali Hajjafar - two-year term

Robert Huff - two-year term
George Haritos - two-year term
Jeanette Carson - one-year term
David Dornfeld - two-year term

Faculty Senators Harvey Sterns
Doug Hausknecht

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:23 am.

Respectfully Submitted: Mary C. Verstraete, Recording Secretary

The next meeting is scheduled for May 28, 2026 at 10:00 am in the Infocision
Board Room.
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Senate 4/2/2026

Chair remarks: Some program proposals were pulled back for editing. The program review
subcommittee is still seeking input

Special announcements: None

Executive Committee: Discussed senate elections and committee appointments; discussed
administrative support position in development that could be shared by Senate, University
Council and the Board of Trustees. Discussed concerns with the Huron report (see last month’s
notes for link). Vice provost discussed accessibility requirements continued progress. Discussed
faculty representation on Board of Trustees academic committee.

SENATE ACTION: Approved a request to allow the Executive Committee to act on behalf of the
senate for the pending program proposals so that actions could take effect by Fall 2026.

President remarks: the president remote from California where he attended an alumni function;
he suggested more in-person recruiting of students; in March the response to the quality
program evaluation was submitted; the alumni events highlight the UA alumni leaders around
the world
Provost remarks: The provost was not available at meeting time
Committee Reports:
Curriculum Review: approves courses and programs
Program Review subcommittee: Acknowledged that sometimes it makes sense for
programs with outside accreditation to be included in internal program review as part of
overall conclusions and goals
AAUP report: Chapter meeting coming up.

Graduate Student Government: Have a new president and vice president elected.

Undergraduate Student Government: Passed a resolution regarding Brightspace (did not
elaborate), preparing for awards and student trustee applications.

University Council: Nothing much new

ADJOURNED AT 3:59 (YES, A 29 minute Senate meeting — nice April weather)
Submitted by:
Doug Hausknecht

Publication of Senate Chronicle online lags our meetings. With the changeover of Administrative
Assistant, current recordings and minutes are not yet available. The new link is via
IdeaExchange The University of Akron Faculty Senate: Minutes and Transcripts | The
University of Akron



https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/
https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/

