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I. Call to Order: The Board meeting was called to order on February 26, 2026 by 
President Richard Steiner at 10:03 am.   
 

II. Welcome and Announcements 
Members attending:  Ali Hajjafar, Bob Huff, Richard Steiner, Tom Vukovich, 
Linda Sugarman, Tom Nichols, Doug Hausknecht, Mary Verstraete, Rita Klein, 
George Haritos, Richard Milford, Mel Vye 
 
Excused: Dan Sheffer, Harvey Sterns, Diane Vukovich, Martha Vye  
            
President Steiner called the meeting to order at 10:03am and welcomed 
everyone. Mel Vye provided an update on Martha’s health struggles. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes from January 22nd were presented for 
approval.  Tom Vukovich motioned to approve the corrected minutes; Kathy 
DuBose seconded. The minutes were approved. 

 
IV. Treasurer’s Report: 

 
January 2026 

 
 UA Account income:         $0.00 
 
 UA Account expenses:  Newsletter      $692.31 
          Postage           $186.18 
          Total Expenses                $878.49 
 
 Petty Cash income:          $0.00 
 
 Petty Cash expenses:        $0.00    
 
 

 UA Account Petty Cash Totals 
 

Initial 
Balance 

$13117.89 $298.26 $13416.15 
 

Income                $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
 

Expenses $878.49 
 

$0.00 $878.49 
 

Final Balance $12239.40 $298.26 $12537.66* 
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Final Balance 
Jan. 2025 

$13870.44 $304.18 $14174.62*     
25v26 

(1636.96) 

            
* These include dues payments for future years.   
 
Dan Sheffer and Richard Steiner are planning to meet to discover why the 
balance for the month is so much lower than last year. 
 
Mary Verstraete moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Rita Kline seconded. 
The motion passed. 
 

V. Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sugarman reported: 
 
She sent a Sympathy card to Diane Lazzerini and her husband on the loss of 
their daughter and a Get Well card to Martha Vye. 
 

VI. Committee Reports: 
 

A. Programs:  Tom Vukovich reported that the new Athletic Director will be 
speaking at the next luncheon. 
 
The April 15th speakers will be Linda Whitman and Peg Bobel, speaking about 
their book on Native Americans in the Cuyahoga Valley. 
 
The Road Trip is scheduled for April 24th and we will be visiting Amish 
Country. A question was raised about parking since the Martin Center has 
been sold.  It was suggested to use the large lot across Mill Street from 
Quaker Square. 
 
Lobster and Suds is scheduled for 5/15. 
 
Luncheon locations were discussed for next year and the Annunciation/Greek 
Church was suggested with Tangier catering.  Willy Kolman received 
approval for us to use Infocision Level 5, however parking may be an issue. 
 

B. Membership:  
 
Mel Vye reported that we have 162 paid members, 58 of whom are Life 
Members. 
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C. Political Action: Report attached 
 
Bob Huff reported that ORTA has contributed $228,000.00 to the defense of 
STRS Board Chair Rudy Fichtenbaum and former board member Wade 
Steen in the corruption case brought by Ohio Attorney General Yost.  The 
Ohio Ethics Commission ruled that this is unacceptable. 
 
The following week, Franklin County Judge Phipps ruled that Fichtenbaum be 
removed from his position as the current STRS board chair and that he and 
Steen be barred from ever returning to public pension service. STRS Board 
Vice Chair Pat Davidson will serve as acting chair until an election is held. 
 
OCHER will have a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, March 24. 
 

D. Benefits: 
 
No report.  
 

E. Faculty Senate:  
 
Doug Hausknecht reported that the last meeting was in January (See 
attached report).  With a new secretary, the notes haven’t been posted yet for 
review. 
 

F. University & Community Services/Website:  
 
No Report 

 
G. Scholarship:  

 
Rita Klein reported that the scholarship system is being restructured. 
 

H. Newsletter: Linda Sugarman reported that Diane Lazzerini has resigned from 
doing the obituaries for the newsletter. 
 

VII. Old Business: 
 
The Ad Hoc Committee has completed their revision of the constitution.  Mary 
Verstraete made a motion to accept the revised Constitution with the corrections 
discussed at the last meeting.  Ali Hajafar seconded.  The motion passed.   The 
revisions will then be presented to the members at the March General Meeting 
for review, will be emailed to the membership and will be voted on at the fall 
General Membership Meeting. 
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Rita Klein reminded the Board that we will collect for the Campus Cupboard at 
the next luncheon. 
 
Rita Klein also indicated that all the Thank You notes/gift cards had been 
completed and would be sent out today. 
 
Kathy DuBose reported that the nomination committee had not met yet. 
 

VIII. New Business:  
 
Richard Steiner stated that Lynn Dwyer wants to regularly attend the luncheons.  
The Board agreed that this was fine. 
 

IX. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:10 am. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted: Mary C. Verstraete, Recording Secretary 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2026 at 10:00 am in the Infocision 
Board Room. 
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Senate 2/6/2026 
Chair remarks:   

• Committees are still working on course accessibility and other parts of SB1 

• Performance audit of UA available through Auditor of State 

University_of_Akron_25_Performance_Summit_FINAL.pdf  

 
Special announcements:  

• Susan Lavelli (12/24/1025) 

• Virginia Gunn (11/26/2025) 

• Robert Holland (8/25/2025) according to my notes, maybe delayed notice 

 
Executive Committee:  

• Discussed faculty concerns including program review, weather-related closures 

and strategic planning 

• Provost shared with EC updates on scholarship process reforms 

• Discussed with Provost a pilot of AI-assisted review of transfer credits 

 
President remarks:  

• Also mentioned performance audit noted above and developing implementation 

strategies 

• Anticipates more money becoming available to support research 

 
Provost remarks:  

• Kim Gentile is Interim enrollment director 

• Spring headcount up 1% from 2025 

• UA went back to dropping for non-payment but many got re-enrolled before 

deadline 

• Applications way up 

• Working on improving processes and conforming with SB1 

 
Committee Reports: 

• Library: paid for open-access publishing, library can assist faculty how to find 

accessible materials (SB1) 

 
AAUP report:   

• In pre-negotiations for Collective Bargaining Agreement 

 
Submitted by: 
Doug Hausknecht 
Publication of Senate Chronicle online lags our meetings. With the changeover of 
Administrative Assistant, current recordings and minutes are not yet available. The new 

https://www.uakron.edu/bot/reference-materials/University_of_Akron_25_Performance_Summit_FINAL.pdf
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link is via IdeaExchange   The University of Akron Faculty Senate: Minutes and 
Transcripts | The University of Akron  

 
 
 
  

https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/
https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/
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Political Action Committee Report 
Feb. 26,2026 
 
Two legal issues impacting the future of STRS were resolved this month. 
It has been reported that the Ohio Retirement for Teachers Association [ORTA] has 
contributed $228,000.00 to the defense of STRS Board Chair Rudy Fichtenbaum and 
former board member Wade Steen in the corruption case brought by Ohio Attorney 
General Yost. 
 
The Ohio Ethics Commission ruled that this is unacceptable in a strongly worded 
opinion. While the commission found a clear conflict of interest, it did not recommend 
criminal charges against Steen, Fichtenbaum or Robin Rayfield of ORTA. 
 
The following week, on Feb. 16, Franklin County Judge Phipps ruled that Fichtenbaum 
be removed from his position as the current STRS board chair and that he and Steen be 
barred from ever returning to public pension service. 
 
Fichtenbaum has stepped down and STRS Board Vice Chair Pat Davidson will serve as 
acting chair until an election is held. 
 
The make-up of the board will remain unchanged, at least for the present, until the legal 
challenges to last year’s legislative restructuring of the STRS board have been 
resolved. 
 
OCHER will have a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, March 24. 

 


