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I. Call to Order: The Board meeting was called to order on May 28, 2026 by 
President Richard Steiner at 10:00 am.   
 

II. Welcome and Announcements 
Members attending:  Ali Hajjafar, Harvey Sterns (Zoom), Richard Steiner, Linda 
Sugarman, Mel Vye, Doug Hausknecht, Mary Verstraete, Rita Klein, Dan Sheffer, 
Bob Huff 
 
Excused: Richard Milford, Tom Vukovich, Diane Vukovich, Martha Vye, Tom 
Nichols, George Haritos, Kathy DuBose 
            

III. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes from March 26th were presented for 
approval.  Dan Sheffer motioned to approve the corrected minutes; Ali Hajjafar 
seconded. The minutes were approved. 

 
IV. Treasurer’s Report: 

 
April 2026 
 
 UA Account income:       Luncheon Proceeds  939.00 
      Raffle                                 90.00 
     Total Income:                  $1029.00  
 
 UA Account expenses:   Aramark     752.30 
     3/26 Gift (mistake)      500.00 
     Roller Coach & Tours       1398.60 
     Total Expenses         $2650.90 
 
 Petty Cash income:       Luncheon Proceeds       192.00 
 
     Total Petty Cash Income    $192.00 
 
 Petty Cash expenses:       $    0.00       
           
 

 UA Account Petty Cash Totals 
 

Initial Balance $12183.51 $108.26 $12291.77 

Income $1029.00             $192.00 $1221.00 
 

Expenses $2650.90 
 

$0.00 $2650.90 
 

Final Balance $10561.61 $300.26 $10861.87* 
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Final Balance 
March. 2025 

$11879.01 $300.68 $12179.69*     25v26 
$1317.82 

            
* These include dues payments for future years.   

 
Dan Sheffer indicated that the $500 Gift in the April budget was a mistake and 
the change is addressed in the May report.  Dan mentioned that he likes to keep 
$300 in the Petty Cash Account. 
 
Mary Verstraete moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Bob Huff seconded. The 
motion passed. 
 

V. Corresponding Secretary: No Report.  Linda will send a Get Well card to 
Richard Miford. 
 

VI. Committee Reports: 
 

A. Programs:  Harvey reported that he had written to both Willy Kolman and the 
owners of Quaker Square about the luncheons.  Willy replied that he is still in 
discussion with the Athletics Department who manages the 5th floor space in 
Infocision.  He said parking could be reserved.  The Board agreed that using 
Aramark has been very good.  A suggestion of House 330 was made and the 
Greek Church was again suggested.   
 
Harvey reported that Lobster and Suds was very successful.  The income 
was $1314.50 and the Expenses were $1081.98.  $42.50 from the 50/50 
raffle will go toward scholarships 
 
The Road Trip was also well-enjoyed.  
 
Harvey requested that Board Members suggest names/topics of potential 
speakers when possible.  
 

B. Membership:  
 
Mel Vye reported that June is the end of the fiscal year and it is time to start 
thinking about membership renewals.  An e-mail will go out to all members 
reminding them they can renew on the AUAR website or by a mailed in 
check.  Anyone’s e-mail that bounces will be sent a snail mail renewal form.  
Life members and everyone else will also be reminded to make scholarship 
donations. 
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Kathy DuBose went to what has been called Founders Day with flyers.  Willy 
will send a notice of all recent retirees.  It was suggested that we invite all 
new retirees specially to the first luncheon in the Fall.   
 

C. Political Action: Report attached 
 
Dan Sheffer reported on the STRS Stakeholders meeting, a meeting of 
representatives from all who have members in STRS. Reports were given by 
the following officers: 
 

• Welcome and Introductions — Steve Toole, Executive Director 

• Communications & Public Affairs — Bethany McCorkle, Chief 
Communication Officer – Member Survey, retired and current, results 
showed an overall positive response with retirees worried about the 
lack of COLAs.  Both retirees and active members ranked rank 
“strengthening the long-term stability of the pension system” as a 
priority.  A new website was introduced to provide information and 
answer questions The Source | STRS Ohio.  

• Member Benefits — Christina Elliott, Deputy Executive Director, Chief 
Benefits Officer – focused on benefit changes for current members 
including years of service to retirement for both unreduced and 
reduced benefits.  A 1.6% COLA for retirees was also discussed 

• Finance and Actuarial — Kevin DeVries, Interim Deputy Executive 
Director, Finance and Chief Financial Officer and Don Schley, Chief 
Actuary – reviewed the proposed operating and capital budgets, as 
well as the Sustainable Budget Plan for the future.   

• Legislative — Marla Bump, retiring Director of Government Relations 
and Alex Strickmaker, incoming Director of Government Relations – 
discussed updates to HB 719 and SB 69, Legislative Initiatives for the 
137th General Assembly and the Property Tax Initiative. 

     
Dan also provided information from the STRS Healthcare presentation. 
 

2027 Subsidy Changes include lowering Non-Medicare subsidy from 2.5% 
to 2.47%, lowering Medicare subsidy from 2.2% to 2.17%, and maintaining 
the subsidy cap at 30 years of service.  Both Medicare and non-Medicare 
plans will see an increase in prescription costs.  

 
Bob Huff presented the results of the OCHER meeting this past Tuesday.  He 
reported that much of the information presented was the same as the STRS 
Stakeholders meeting. In addition the annual elections of officers were held 
and Rodger Govea, representing CSU, was elected to serve as president. 
 

https://www.strsoh.org/news/the-source.html
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The council also approved the final wording of a letter to be sent to members 
of the Ohio legislature in support of HB 719. This bill is intended to reverse 
last year’s legislative change to the makeup of the STRS board. 
 
Greg McLaughlin, from STRS, presented a report on Health Care and 
Benefits. STRS is committed to keeping healthcare as affordable as possible. 
Rising costs makes changes unavoidable. 
 
Outgoing president Marianne Anderson presented information about CPRS, 
the Coalition to Preserve Retirement Security. Public employees’ pension 
systems across the country are coming under pressure due to the declining 
sustainability of the Social Security system. A movement to mandate that all 
employees, public and private, are enrolled in Social Security is gaining 
credibility. CPRS is working to mobilize opposition to this idea. 
 
STRS out-performs peer systems in other states and exceeds benchmarks. 
Despite this, surveys of members show consistently declining levels of 
satisfaction and a decline in favorable attitudes about the system. The STRS 
administration is working to find ways to address this and how to respond to 
unfounded criticisms that continue to appear in the media. 

 
D. Benefits: 

 
No report.  Willy is still working on the details of parking and communication 
to all retirees. 

 
E. Faculty Senate:  

 
Notes from the May 7, 2026 meeting are attached. Doug Hausknecht 
reported that this was the last meeting of the academic year.  Harvey 
commented that the Senate doesn’t seem as active.  It was suggested that 
this may be due to better communication from the administration. 
 

F. University & Community Services/Website:  
 
No Report.   

 
G. Scholarship:  

 
Lynn Dwyer attended this part of the meeting and reported that the three 
students had been selected for a $3000 scholarship.  The students had not 
yet been notified.  The following names and majors were reported : 
 Josh – Senior in Music Education GPA 3.7 
 Zoe – Senior in Supply Chain Management GPA 3.4 
 Nia – Junior in Speech Language Pathology GPA 3.8 
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H. Newsletter: Martha reported that she is working on the next newsletter and 

the luncheon reports that have been submitted have all been sent to Tony.  
She is in touch with Diane Lazzerini about the obituaries.  She asked for a list 
of speakers for the Fall semester. 

 
Rita will send Martha the Scholarship names once we have them for 
publication.  The Board will take a new picture at the June Board meeting.  
The deadline for information is August 15th. 
 

VII. Old Business: 
 
Dan reported that no feedback has been received on the changes to the 
Constitution. The final vote will take place at the October General Membership 
Meeting.  It was suggested that a notice be included in the newsletter about the 
meeting and the vote. 
 
 Doug Hausknecht is still in the process of creating a Facebook page for AUAR. 
 

VIII. New Business:  
 
Richard Steiner suggested that the AUAR recognize the work done by Tom and 
Diane Vukovich for their many years of service as Program Chairs, etc. It was 
suggested the Willy Kolman do a tribute to their extensive work at UA and be our 
first speaker for our fall luncheons. 
 
It was also suggested to have the Mayor of Akron as a fall speaker. 
 

IX. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:48 am. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted: Mary C. Verstraete, Recording Secretary 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 25, 2026 at 10:00 am in the Infocision 
Board Room. 
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Senate 5/7/2026 
Chair remarks:  “I worry we are bogged down and we are tired.” Senate Bill 1 has distracted from the 
main purpose of stewarding and improving our great universities. A recurring theme this year has been 
the administration commitment to a transparent athletic strategic plan.  So far it feels slow and short on 
details. President Nemer will provide a timeline. Thank you to trustee representatives for coming to 
meeting.  
 
Special announcements: Adel Farhan Halasa (December 24, 1933-March 26, 2026). Served as 

adjunct in Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering. 
 
Executive Committee: Approved graduation lists.  Discussed program review, athletic strategic planning 
and audit response. Discussed SB1, post-tenure review and peer review with Provost and/or Vice 
Provost. Recommended the full Senate address Faculty Research Grants: balance accountability with 
mission breadth, review criteria should not privilege proposals with direct path to external funding, 
preserve space for community-engages and collaborative projects.  Full Senate ratified actions of 
Executive Committee on graduation approval, program proposals, and program review (i.e., some 
programs with separate accreditation will be included in program review as part of measuring holistic 
goals). 
 
Election of Secretary: Senator Elisha Dumser, Art History 
 
President remarks:  Thank you for a year of YES! Enrollment numbers today will be good. The president 
has been visiting classrooms, offices, etc. personally to better communication.  On athletics: working on 
the full strategic plan, not just the Huron Report. Expect presentation in September. Congratulations to 
teams on tournament wins, etc. State audit had no big surprises (response letter is available publicly). In 
Q&A session explained that extra funds that came in (e.g., from housing sale) went primarily to debt 
reduction. Athletics will be held to their budget as with other units.  Buildings and facilities are being 
repaired and continue to be evaluated for future needs and priorities. Buchtel Common project was $8 
million, funded by state. 
 
Provost remarks: We made it! There have been lots of changes since last May, and there are more to 
come. “Take each challenge as it comes and make the best that UA can possibly be.” Enrollment 
confirmations are up 2.29%.  Graduate enrollment is up for summer and fall, undergraduate down just a 
little bit (less than 1%). New dean in BCAS Peter Pfordresher from University of Buffalo (music 
cognition). Thanked faculty for grant work and mentioned a $50,000 for the Institute for Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment for faculty-led network for AI integration. Q&A: Discus 
 
Committee Reports: 

Academic Policies: Proposed a clarification of a university rule on class attendance. Passed.  
 Curriculum Review: Passed proposals 

Faculty Research Committee: Discussed future criteria for faculty research grants.  
Program Review subcommittee: Thank you for feedback. Schedule has been updated for 7 year 
review cycle. 

 
AAUP report:  Referenced a newsletter that had been distributed to bargaining unit. 
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Graduate Student Government: No report. 
 
Undergraduate Student Government: Passed more legislation and identified candidates for Trustee 
positions. Hosted Taylor Bennington in conjunction with Zip Assist for discussion on mental health. 
Participated in UA Remembrance Day and Service projects. Collaborated with Akron Art Museum and 
other projects. Senator Shaw will return as USG president with Scott Spears as VP. 
 
University Council: Had UA Chief Brand Officer, Katy Brennan, as guest at council meeting 
 
ADJOURNED 4:45 
Submitted by: 
Doug Hausknecht 
 
Publication of Senate Chronicle online lags our meetings. With the changeover of Administrative 
Assistant, Current recordings and minutes are not yet available through the university. I have been told 
to expect that the website will be updated with past recordings and all future meetings by Fall 2026. If I 
can download the recordings to a thumb drive, we may be able to load to the AUAR page.  I have been 
told that I can share those. The new link is via IdeaExchange   The University of Akron Faculty Senate: 
Minutes and Transcripts | The University of Akron   

 

https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/
https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/universityofakronfacultysenate/

