UAEYC (University Assn. for the Education of Young Children)

Are you planning to work with children & families?

Are you interested in the development and education of young children?

Are you interested in working collaboratively with the local community and students from a variety of majors?

If so, UAEYC is the student organization for you.
The purpose of our organization is to enlighten, enrich, and encourage participation of future professionals in the promotion of quality education and development of young children.  We believe that there are many factors that influence quality of life for children and families.  To that end, UAEYC has worked on dozens of projects over the years that enhance the lives of children and families in our area.  For information on how to become a member of UAEYC, please contact Susan Witt, the faculty advisor for the group at susan8@uakron.edu.  Below is a partial listing of projects the group has completed recently.
· Made and delivered valentines to patients at local children’s hospital

· Mittens and Socks for Kids – Collected and wrapped 122 sets of mittens and socks for kids in local shelters

· Totes for Kids – Made and distributed totes of items to children who are removed from homes due to abuse (84 totes made)

· Decorated t-shirts and collected teddy bears for homeless children (61 sets)

· Made blankets for children living in shelters (100+ blankets)
· Collected and wrapped shoes for children in shelters (86 pairs of shoes)

· Worked on crafts and had holiday party for children and parents at a local shelter (3 years)

· Made and delivered valentine thank you cards to child care staff members (4 years)

· Collected and distributed household items to adolescents graduating out of institutional foster care (3 years – 150 bags of items)

· Co-sponsored a carnival for children at child care center (2 years)

· Collected and distributed books to children at shelters (almost 1,000 books)

· Had three baby showers for clients of pregnancy care centers (600 baby items donated)

· Sponsored speaker panels for students featuring community leaders:

· United Disability Services Toy Library

· Akron Public Library

· Careers in Early Childhood Professions

· Stress Management

· Child Abuse Awareness

· Effects of Homelessness on Children

· Akron Summit Community Action Head Start

· Child Guidance and Family Solutions

· Guardian Ad Litem Program

· Child Care Connection

· Big Brothers/Big Sisters

We have fun and do good things for our community at the same time.  We welcome anyone who is interested in encouraging optimal development of children.  Members and non-members are always welcome at our meetings.  For information about upcoming events, see the OrgSync webpage on the University’s website.  We hope to see you at a meeting soon!
