The University of Akron
Minutes of the Graduate Faculty
April 13, 2011
Dr. Mark Tausig called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.
Present: Dr. Phil Allen, Heather Blake, Dr. Kate Clark, Dr. Rebecca Erickson, Mike
Giannone, Dr. Hendrik Heinz, Dr. Marlene Huff, Dr. Tim Lillie, Dr. Therese Lueck, C.
Allen Neighorn, Dr. Bi-Min Zhang Newby, Dr. Judit Puskas, Dr. Pamela Schulze, Dr.
Mieko Smith, Dr. Heather Walter, and Dr. Sajit Zachariah.
Absent with Notice: Dr. John Goodell, Dr. Karin Jordan, Dr. Harridutt Ramacharran, and
Dr. James Rogers.
1. Minutes from April 14, 2010 meeting were unanimously approved.
2. Reports
Dr. Rebecca Erickson, Vice Chair of Graduate Council, provided a report to those
graduate faculty members present. A copy of the report is attached.
Mr. Mike Giannone, Communications Officer, Information Technology Services,
provided a report to those graduate faculty members present. A copy of the report
is attached.
Ms. Cheryl Kern-Simirenko, Dean, University Libraries, was unable to attend the
meeting. She forwarded a copy of her report for distribution, and a copy of the
report is attached.
Mr. C. Allen Neighorn, President of Graduate Student Government, provided a
report to those graduate faculty members present. A copy of the report is
attached.
Dr. Mark Tausig, Associate Dean of the Graduate School, provided a report to the
graduate faculty.
 This year the Graduate School exceeded 5,000 applications. All
applications are submitted online through the Apply Yourself system.
 Graduate School has implemented the use of NOLIJ, and is currently
in the process of converting all hard copy files into electronic files by
scanning all file documents into the NOLIJ system. Hard copy files
are subsequently destroyed.
 Graduate School is working with IT to develop a way to download all
materials received in Apply Yourself into NOLIJ.
 Last year the University conferred 96 doctoral degrees and 1,036
master’s degrees.

 Graduate School has implemented use of the eCert system to
document the efforts of graduate assistants. Some glitches in the
system have occurred and currently being worked out.
 Graduate School began working with the Office of the Registrar to
implement the use of DARS for graduate students, hoping to begin in
Fall 2011. Once this has been fully implemented departments will no
longer be required to complete and Advancement to Candidacy form
for their graduate students. Once students are half-way through their
programs they will receive electronic notification regarding completed
and remaining degree requirements. The students’ adviser and
department chair will also receive this information.
 The 2011-2012 graduate assistant budget will be the same this year as
it was last year. The college deans have been informed that they will
receive 100% of what they were allocated last year.
 Non-academic units requesting a graduate assistant must provide a
complete job description, a list of duties, and identify from what
academic department they are seeking a graduate assistant. Such
requests must be approved by the Graduate School. This gives some
academic value to assistantship positions in non-academic units.
 No new programs from The University of Akron were presented at
RACGS this year. Currently, anticipating the Doctor of Nursing
Practice to be presented in the coming year.
 Thank you extended to those faculty members across campus that have
reviewed and are currently reviewing Program Development Plans and
Full Proposals from other institutions to offer critiques to the
institutions developing the programs.
3. Action Items Referred from Graduate Council
There were no action items referred from Graduate Council.
4. Old Business
Dr. Tausig indicated that he collected data at the graduate faculty’s request last
year in response to the proposed amendment to 3359-60-06 Graduate Student
Classification, which recommended elimination of the provisional admission
classification. The data collected showed that there is not great use of the
provisional admission classification across campus. Additionally, the majority of
students who are admitted provisionally go on to succeed in their degree
programs. This information was provided to Graduate Council, and the proposed
amendment to 3359-60-06 Graduate Student Classification was subsequently
withdrawn.
5. New Business
Dr. Sajit Zachariah questioned what the Graduate School is doing to track student
graduation rates and provide the departments with such information.

Dr. Mark Tausig responded that he did an attrition study some time ago; however,
the data he was able to collect from PeopleSoft was not conducive to an accurate
study. He thinks that Sabrina Andrews, Institutional Research, has a better way to
capture this data.
Dr. Sajit Zachariah suggested this conversation be taken up among the graduate
faculty. Perhaps, it could be an agenda item for the Graduate Council.
Dr. Mark Tausig agreed that this is a topic worthy of further discussion.
The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Heather A. Blake
Graduate School

Report of the Vice Chair
2011 Graduate Faculty Meeting
Wednesday, April 13, 2011
Since the beginning of the academic year, the Graduate Council has had seven meetings.


The Curriculum Committee, chaired by Dr. Sandra Coyner, has reviewed, approved, and
recommended 93 curriculum proposals to Graduate Council so far this year. To date, Graduate
Council has approved all of these proposals as recommended by the committee.



The Graduate Faculty Membership Committee, chaired by Dr. Marguerite DiMarco, has
reviewed, approved, and recommended 91 applications for graduate faculty membership to
Graduate Council so far this year. In addition, the committee reviewed, approved, and
recommended revised graduate faculty membership criteria from the Department of Sport
Science and Wellness Education. Graduate Council approved all 91 applications and the revised
membership criteria as recommended by the committee.



The Student Policy Committee, chaired by Dr. Bi-Min Zhang Newby has not met as no charge
was given the committee.



Dr. Lindgren Chyi and Dr. Marlene Huff, members of the Faculty Senate, have begun attending
Graduate Council meeting as guests. This is a result of the Bylaws of the Faculty Senate calling
for two representatives to attend Graduate Council meeting. In the past no representative had
been attending monthly Graduate Council meetings.



Dr. Mark Tausig, Associate Dean, Graduate School, brought to Graduate Council his concern
regarding requests being made for Ad Hoc Temporary graduate faculty status for current doctoral
students who hold a master’s degree to teach master’s-level courses in the department in which
they are currently enrolled. The Bylaws of the Graduate Faculty state that only adjunct, parttime, visiting, and other faculty members shall be eligible for ad hoc temporary graduate faculty
appointment, thus such doctoral students would need to be formally appointed as an adjunct, parttime, or visiting faculty member and would not be eligible for a graduate assistantship. As a
result, formal notification was sent to deans and department chairs as a reminder of the policies
and procedures related to Ad Hoc Temporary graduate faculty appointments.

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Rebecca Erickson, Professor, Sociology
Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences
Vice Chair, Graduate Council

April 13, 2011 Graduate Faculty Meeting
University Libraries
1) Mobile access to UL catalog
The online catalog has gone mobile. Users with a hand-held mobile device can search the
library catalog in real time, view their library record, place requests, renew library material,
and check library hours. Users with mobile devices such as an iPad or a smartphone are
automatically redirected to the mobile version of the library catalog when they access the
library catalog at: http://library.uakron.edu. Users with other web-enabled devices can access
the mobile version of the catalog by going to: http://m.library.uakron.edu.
2) OhioLINK update
John Magill continues as Interim Executive Director in the wake of the successful
candidate’s abrupt withdrawal last fall. At that time, all parties agreed to postpone another
national search in light of the election. The Governor’s budget proposal includes a modest
2.5% reduction to the OL operating budget in 2012 and a flat budget in 2013. OhioLINK has
also made a capital budget request. One of Chancellor Fingerhut’s last actions was to restore
the separate board for OhioLINK, for which the directors and the IUC provosts had
repeatedly advocated. A major strategic planning initiative is underway.
3) Learning Studio (Bierce 274) and Learning Commons renovation for Bierce
The (first) Learning Studio (Room 274) is now up and running; the ribbon-cutting ceremony
will be April 15th. It is wireless and laptop-based, with mobile tables and chairs that allow
collaborative configurations. Students have six input options, including standard projection
systems; short-throw projectors and Smart Boards; and high-definition flat panel display
units.
In April, the first-floor Learning Commons renovation will begin. The “big white wall” that
divides the first floor will be used initially as a construction wall. Later, this wall will be
demolished to open the entire prime space to library users. As soon as classes are finished in
May, the overall renovation will take place. Operations will be maintained during the
renovation, which is expected to be completed for the beginning of Fall semester 2011.
4) New Research Collections - selected
 America’s Historical Imprints
Early American Imprints Digital, Evans (1639-1800) Series 1
Early American Imprints Digital, Shaw-Shoemaker (1801-1819) Series 2


Elsevier Backfiles (OhioLINK)
Access to an additional 3.9 million articles published from1823-1994.



Knovel
The “Sustainable Engineering & Development” module has been added to our
current subscription. Knovel's collection includes over 2,000 leading reference
works and databases from over 70 leading technical publishers and professional
societies including AIAA, AIChE, ASME and NACE.



LexisNexis U.S. Congressional Research Digital Collection
The LexisNexis Congressional Research Digital Collection (CRDC) provides fulltext access to more than 26,000 Congressional committee prints published from
1830-2003 and more than 32,000 Congressional Research Service reports
published from 1916-2003.



Springer Protocols (OhioLINK)
Electronic database of reproducible laboratory protocols in the Life and
Biomedical Sciences.

5) Graduate student learning opportunities
Two Department of History graduate students have been working collaboratively with UL
Archival Services faculty and staff, under the auspices of the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) grant received to organize, inventory, preserve, digitize, and make
available online over 23,000 historic photographic negatives from the Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Company from 1912-1984. The project provides these students with hands-on
experience with primary resources and an opportunity to work with archival collections
under the supervision of trained professionals. The skills they acquire will assist them in
their academic and professional careers.

Cheryl Kern-Simirenko
Dean, University Libraries

