The University of Akron
Minutes of the Graduate Faculty
April 19, 2006
Dr. George Newkome called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m.
Present: Heather Blake, NJ Brown, Karen Caldwell, Michael Giannone, Yvonne Gillette,
Terry Hallett, Robert Kent, Cheryl Kern-Simirenko, Jesse Mann, Timothy O’Neil,
Wolfgang Pelz, James Rogers, Kathleen Ross-Alaolmolki, Mark Tausig, Dudley Turner,
Susan Witt, and Baomei Zhao
Absent with Notice: Steven Ash, Ray Gehani, Julia Spiker, and Evonn Welton
1. Dr. James Rogers moved to approve the minutes of the 2005 Graduate Faculty
meeting. Dr. N.J. Brown seconded the motion; the minutes were approved.
2. Reports
Dr. Erol Sancaktar, Vice Chair of Graduate Council, was unable to attend.
Heather Blake provided the report on his behalf. A copy of the report is attached.
Ms. Cheryl Kern-Simirenko, Dean of University Libraries, provided a report to
those graduate faculty members present. An outline of her report is attached.
¾ Electronic article delivery from local collections has been time saving
¾ Collection enhancement has resulted from the addition of e-journals, two
major e-book collections, and the addition of collections in Nursing and
Allied Health
¾ LibQual+ and IMLIS are two surveys undertaken to gather necessary data.
LibQual+ is a user expectation survey used to assess service quality, and
IMLIS is a critical incident survey used for the analysis of single article
use.
¾ Learning Commons in Bierce Library are in the in preliminary stages.
The first floor of Bierce Library will be transformed into a learning center.
Full establishment of the Learning Commons will take approximately two
years.
Mr. Michael Giannone, Information Technology Services, provided report on
behalf of Mr. Jim Sage, Vice President for Information Technology. A copy of
his report is attached.
Mr. Jesse Mann, President of Graduate Student Government, provided a report to
the graduate faculty. A copy of his report is attached.
Dr. George Newkome, Vice President for Research and Dean of the Graduate
School, provided a report to the graduate faculty.

¾ Dr. Mark Tausig, Associate Dean of the Graduate School, has made
great efforts in keeping the Graduate School running smoothly.
¾ Graduate School has implemented online processes. Students now
apply entirely online as well submit theses and dissertations
electronically.
¾ Integrative Bioscience Ph.D. program will go before RACGS (Regents
Advisory Committee on Graduate Study) on April 28.
¾ A proposal to increase graduate assistant stipends has been made. The
goal is to make stipends equitable to those at the surrounding
institutions.
Dr. Newkome asked Dr. Tausig to make a few comments on what is
happening in the Graduate School.
¾ Apply Yourself, the online application system, is in place and by fall
100% of the applications received should be submitted electronically.
¾ Pending approval from the Graduate Council, the Graduate School will
completely eliminate hard copy submission of theses and dissertations.
¾ Began sending “Grad News” to all graduate faculty and graduate
students each semester. Information is passed on as it is received.
¾ Industrial/Community assistantship program has done fairly well.
Graduate students are working in industry when companies commit to
long-term support of these students.
¾ Department self-studies are due soon for the program reviews.
Doctoral program reviews are required once every eight years.
¾ Conference on Undergraduate and Graduate Research has taken place
the past two years. Thus far, each conference has been well-received.
Currently there is discussion about switching the conference date to
the spring semester rather than holding it in the fall.
3. Action Items Referred from Graduate Council
There were no action items referred from Graduate Council.
4. Old Business
There was no old business for discussion.
5. New Business
There was no new business for discussion.
The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Heather A. Blake
Graduate School

