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Google Books 
In the Spring 2010 issue (www.uakron.edu/dot 
Asset/1042345), I noted that no immediate ruling  
was expected on the amended Google Books  
settlement agreement, due to the complexity of  
the issues being addressed. More than a year after 
the hearing, in March 2011, Judge Chen issued 
a ruling that rejected this revised settlement, 
concluding that it was not “fair, adequate, and 
reasonable.” A key issue was the impact on “orphan 
works,” an issue that had been under consideration 
in Congress prior to the Google Books litigation but  
not resolved. The opinion stated that an “opt-in,” 
rather than an “opt-out,” settlement would address 
many of the concerns raised. A series of status  
conferences began in April 2011, but at this writing  
a revised settlement has yet to be proposed and  
a pre-trial schedule was set by Judge Chen in  
September 2011 that would bring the litigation to 
trial in July 2012. 

To follow the status of Google Books projects, 
potential settlements and litigation, go to  
www.arl.org/pp/ppcopyright/google and www.
books.google.com/googlebooks/agreement. 

Public Access to Federally 
Funded Research 
Over the past several years, some progress has 
been made in asserting the public’s right to access 
the results of publicly-funded research at no  
additional cost. For example, the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) open access guidelines 
require deposit of NIH-funded research results 
in PubMed 12 months after publication. 

Currently, the National Science and Technology 
Council’s Task Force on Public Access to Scholarly 
Publications is charged with considering options 
for “long-term stewardship and broad public access 
to the peer-reviewed scholarly publications that 
result from federally funded scientific research,” 
consistent with Section 103 of the America  
COMPETES Reauthorization Act. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Research Public Access 
Act (S. 2096 and H.R. 4004) was introduced in  
February 2012. These companion bills would  
require public online access to the published results 
of research sponsored by 11 federal agencies. 

For more information, see www.arl.org/sparc/ 
advocacy/frpaa/frpaafaq.shtml. 

However, the Research Works Act (H.R. 3699), a  
bill “To ensure the continued publication and 
integrity of peer-reviewed research works by the 
private sector,” was introduced in December 2011 
and referred to the Committee on Oversight  
and Government Reform. It appears that the bill  
would prevent federal agencies from requiring that 
publicly-funded research be submitted for online 
public access after publication. The progress of 
these bills may be followed at www.govtrack.us. 

A Word of Farewell
As my retirement date (July 1) approaches, I’m reminded that  
it’s always the people one misses. I will certainly miss the  
many wonderful colleagues with whom I’ve had the opportunity  
to work on Libraries, University and community initiatives. 
My best wishes for continued success!

ON MY MIND, 
A message from the Dean…

Cheryl Kern-Simirenko
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

New University Libraries Website 
Coming Soon: A Site for Service
Joseph Salem, head, Research and Learning Services and  
Trevor Burkholder, web development specialist 

The University Libraries Web Development Group (Frank Bove, 
Trevor Burkholder, Shari Laster, and Tammy Stitz) has been  
redesigning the UL Website over the course of the last eight 
months. The design and information architecture were driven by 
student, staff and faculty feedback, as well as usage statistics  
gathered from Google Analytics and the University’s Google 
Search Appliance. Usability, modularity, expandability, and  
maintainability have been the underlying design principles.  
Cooperation between the Research and Learning Services  
department and the UL Web Development Group will enable  
us to anticipate and react to changes in the needs of the faculty  
and student body. Students, and the Internet itself, change all  
the time; the UL Website must be able to change with them.
 
The work of the Web Development Group has also been informed 
by recent reports on student Website use in general and  
educational/library Website use in particular. Of particular note  

is a recent study from the 
Educause Center for Applied 
Research, which found that 
students valued their library 
Website as highly as core 
educational software including 
word processing and e-mail,  
using it to access licensed  
content and to compete course  
assignments. The report 
can be accessed on the 
Educause site: www.educause.
edu/2011StudentStudy.

DESIGN RECOGNITION 

The Bierce Learning Commons renovation has been selected 
by American Libraries, a publication of the American Library 
Association, for inclusion in the 2012 Library Design  
Showcase. The showcase celebrates “… the best new and 
newly renovated or expanded libraries of all types” 
and features “… libraries that are beautiful examples of 
architecture and that address service needs in interesting 
and effective ways.” The Bierce Learning Commons has been 
selected for recognition in both the online showcase  
www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/librarydesign12 
and the March/April print edition. Four Points Architectural 
Services, Inc. submitted the project for consideration. 

Emerging Technology Lab,

photo courtesy of Maguire Photo and Four Points Architectural Services, Inc. 

Focus on Government Information
Shari Laster, government documents/reference librarian 

If you think you’ve never used a government publication, you’re 
probably mistaken. Government information is everywhere. 
Journalists use reports and statistics created and disseminated by 
government entities almost every day. Citizens use government 
websites to apply for benefits, get information about our nation’s 
history and heritage, and learn how to live healthy and financially-
sound lives. Researchers in the sciences build on discoveries that 
may have been funded by government agencies, and researchers in 
the social sciences often use data collected by government entities 
such as the Census Bureau. And how many of us visit IRS.gov  
each April?
 
Here at University Libraries, we are taking steps to spread the news 
about the wealth of government information available at your  
fingertips. In a series of workshops this year, we’ll focus on and  
discuss sources of government information, including subscription 
databases and freely-available resources. In the coming months, we’ll 
also share information about connections between government 
information and current events, hot topics, and new discoveries. 
 
To get on board with government information at University Libraries,  
subscribe to our listserv at http://bit.ly/UA-LIB-GOVINFO, or  
send an e-mail to laster@uakron.edu. You can also follow University 
Libraries on Twitter and Facebook to get the latest news. 

U N C O M M O N  K N O W L E D G E
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Franks’ Gift
University Libraries gratefully acknowledges 
Pauline Franks, Professor Emerita of  
Bibliography, for her recent generous  
contribution in support of the Libraries.  
Miss Franks worked in University  
Libraries for 33 years, retiring as University  
Librarian in 1983. 
 
Franks joined UA as an instructor of bibliography on April 1, 1950 and  
commented “I was the April Fool girl.” She was promoted to Assistant 
Director for Public Service, then to Associate University Librarian,  
and capped her career as University Librarian. Her career spanned the 
many transformational changes that occurred in academic libraries during 
the 1960’s and 70’s, and she was involved in state and local initiatives  
that moved UA libraries forward. 

Her stories include the creation of the Science and Technology Library, 
the opening of Bierce, the automation of cataloging and the introduction 
of shared cataloging through OCLC. She recently noted that the  
introduction of librarian-mediated online searching of commercial 
databases was a major milestone and went on to contrast it with today’s 
Learning Commons – yet another transformational change. 

She recounts how she and Paul Schrank, her predecessor as  
University Librarian, often commented to each other during those years: 
“They didn’t teach us anything about that in library school.” 

Miss Franks has been a loyal benefactor and served as a dedicated 
volunteer for The University of Akron. Her legacy will continue to 
benefit UA students as University Libraries continues to change. 
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2011 Donors to  
University Libraries 
The following contributors  
have donated $100 or more to  
University Libraries during  
calendar year 2011. 
Mr. Larry W. Allen 
Dr. Suzanne T. and Mr. Mitchell K. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Anagnost 
Drs. Mark S. and Sandy K. Auburn 
Ms. Helen Blateric 
Mr. Albert E. Brion, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Butwill 
Ms. Carole A. Cain-Robinson 
Ms. Jo Ann Calzonetti 
Mr. David C. Carver 
Ms. Michelle R. Durbin 
Fr. Jaroslaw J. Fedoryczuk 
Dr. and Mrs. Steven A. Fisher 
Miss Pauline Franks 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Allen Gammon 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Ganocy 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Gold 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Graves 
Mr. Vince Gross 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Hamor 
Ms. Cheryl A. Hill 
Dr. and Mrs. Jim L. Jackson, Sr. 
Mrs. Janet Jerauld-Oberholtzer 
Ms. Cheryl A. Kern-Simirenko 
Mrs. Mary S. LeFevre 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Loomis 
Ms. Dawn Lucas 
Mr. Frank J. Lupica
Ms. Stephanie L. Mallory 
Ms. Annette M. Marcinkoski 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim W. Miller 
Mrs. Mary V. Moldea 
Dr. and Mrs. Narayan S. Naik 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O’Connor 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Perkins 
Mr. Michael D. Russell 
Mr. and Mrs. William Schloman 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Schnee 
Dr. Phyllis Selby Dabbs 
Mrs. Martha D. Slanta 
Ms. Mary Jane Sokol 
Mr. and Mrs. Denver T. Swiger 
Mr. and Mrs. Curt Weller 
Mrs. Marilyn C. Wilson 
Ms. Laura M. Yates 
Mr. and Mrs. David Yonto 
Mr. Jun Zhao 
 

Corporations and Foundations 
KeyBank Foundation 
Lucian Q. Moffitt Foundation 

We value our contributors and do our best to 
make this list accurate and complete. If you 
notice an error, please contact Shelly Durbin, 
director of development, at 330-972-8590 or 
sdurbin@uakron.edu.

SUPPORT

 Pauline Franks, 1973



Laster to Chair Depository Library Council
Sharalyn Laster, assistant professor of bibliography and government documents and reference librarian  
in Research and Learning Services, has been selected by her colleagues on the Depository Library  
Council as chair of Council beginning in June 2012. She currently serves as Chair-Elect, while James R. Jacobs,  
Government Documents Librarian at Stanford University, serves as chair through May 2012.  
 
Laster’s expertise in government information access and preservation was recognized by the leadership at 
the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) with her 2010 appointment to the Depository Library Council. She 
serves alongside other leaders in the government documents library community to advise the Acting Public 
Printer of the United States on working with libraries, through the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), 
to meet the goal of maintaining permanent public access to government information.  

The FDLP, which traces its roots to 1813, provides access across the 
United States to the published information of all three branches 
of the government through partnerships with more than 1,220 
libraries ranging from public libraries to research universities. As 
University Libraries’ government documents librarian, Laster is an 
advocate not only for the UA community but also for all the citizens 
of NE Ohio. As a member of Depository Library Council, she has 
the opportunity to advocate on behalf of all citizens for access to 
government information resources.
 

Recognition for Tammy Stitz 
and Her Student
Jo Ann Calzonetti, head, Science and Technology Library

Tammy Stitz, Assistant Professor of Bibliography  
and Applied Sciences Librarian in the Science and  
Technology Library, was recognized by the International 
Association for Development of the Information Society 
(IADIS) at their annual conference. IADIS is an association  

focusing on technological developments and human 
computer interaction. Professor Stitz was recognized  
for her work in indexing the MCCSIS Conference  
Proceedings to be included in COMPENDEX, one of the 
most comprehensive engineering literature databases.
 
Professor Stitz teaches a series of workshops on the  
scientific authoring software, LaTeX. This fall she  
encouraged UA student Tamsell Mahmood Syed, a 
workshop participant, to enter the Knovel University 
Challenge. Knovel is a web-based application  
integrating technical information with analytical and 
search tools. More than 5,000 students from 600  
universities took part in the Challenge. Tamsell was a 
second prize winner! 

Emily Gainer  
Receives  
Archival Certification
Emily (Lockhart) Gainer,  
Senior Archives Associate in Archival  
Services of University Libraries  
recently received her certification from 
the Academy of Certified Archivists 
(ACA). Emily joins the ranks of about  
one thousand certified archivists  
worldwide. This benefits our users as it 
demonstrates that our work is  
following professional archival  
standards and ensures that  
our valuable archival holdings  
will be available when needed.
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