
COMMUNITY-ENGAGED TEACHING RECOGNITIONS
Acknowledges the creative and effective deployment of community-engaged teaching by

full- or part-time faculty members/teams as a core component of a credit-bearing

academic course. Recognition will be given to all courses/projects designed using best

practices in community-based learning. 

T H E  2 0 2 3  E X [ L ]  C E N T E R
C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  A W A R D S  

WELCOME

ALISON DOEHRING, ZIPASSIST

DR. CHRISTIN SEHER & ANOO VYAS, THE EX[L] CENTER

DR. SHANON DONNELLY, GEOSCIENCES

DR. REBECCA ERICKSON, SOCIOLOGY

DR. JEFFREY PELLEGRINO, DISASTER SCIENCE &
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DR. CHRISTINE SCHNEIDER, SOCIOLOGY

DR. CAMELLY CRUZ-MARTES, MODERN LANGUAGES

MELISSA DREISBACH, SPORT SCIENCE

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

DR. CHRISTIN SEHER

MCKENNA VIETMEIER, COMMUNICATION
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From those granted Community-Engaged Teaching Recognition, exemplars from each College

will be selected by the EX[L] Faculty Steering Committee.

EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY-ENGAGED TEACHING AWARD

COLLEGE OF HEALTH & HUMAN SCIENCE

REGIONAL CAMPUSES

BUCHTEL COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

COLLEGE OF BUISNESS

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & POLYMER SCIENCE

SCHOOL OF LAW

DR. GARY HOLLIDAY, EDUCATION 

DR. SYDNEY CHINCHANOCHOKCHAI, MARKETING

DR. CHRIS MILLER, CIVIL ENGINEERING 

KAREN FITZGERALD, NURSING

SARA REITH, WAYNE COLLEGE

BRANT T. LEE, J.D.

DR. LARA ROKETENETZ, FIELD STATION/BIOLOGY
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Recognizes deep and reciprocal collaborative partnerships that strengthen UA/community

connections and enrich both the student learning experience and the fabric of the Greater

Akron community.  This award may be granted for curricular or co-curricular engagement

and goes to the individual or team from UA and their community partner(s).

EXCELLENCE IN CAMPUS-COMMUNITY COLLABORATION
AWARD

MELISSA DREISBACH, SPORT SCIENCE, DAN HEIDEMAN & DALE
LANDENBERGER, AKRON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

DR. STACEY NOFZIGER, SOCIOLOGY, DAWN GLENNY, JOAN
DAVIDSON, STACY THOMPSON, GREENLEAF FAMILY CENTER 

JOANN SAHL, LAW & THE OHIO GOVERNOR'S EXPEDITED
PARDON PROJECT

MCKENNA VIETMEIER, COMMUNICATION & THE PUBLIC
RELATIONS STRATEGIC CAMPAIGNS CLASS

DR. AMBER FERRIS, COMMUNICATION & LISA ENNIS, AKRON
AREA YMCA 

MEGAN DELONG, NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 

KELLYN TOOMBS, JENNIFER BAZAR & FRAN UGALDE,
CUMMINGS CENTER FOR THE HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY 
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Recognizes those who work to champion the values expressed in EX[L]’s mission and

support community engagement at UA. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CHAMPION AWARD

ANNA BALL, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ZIPASSIST

DR. MATT WYSZYNSKI, SR. ASSOCIATE DEAN, WILLIAMS
HONORS COLLEGE

JESSICA WHITEHILL, UNIVERSITY MARKETING

Recognizes community-based research, creative, or scholarly activity that significantly

impacts the Greater Akron community. Selected by the EX[L] Faculty Steering Committee.

EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY-ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD 

DR. HAZEL BARTON, BIOLOGY

Recognizes exceptional commitment to advancing community engagement at the

University of Akron. Recipient(s) are selected by EX[L] Center leadership. 

  

DISTINGUISHED AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

DR. CAROLYN BEHRMAN, ANTHROPOLOGY

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
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Recognizes faculty when they move on from UA who  were instrumental in building and

supporting a strong culture of community engagement through their support of The EX[L]

Center and with their teaching and scholarship.

PRESENTATION OF THE LIFETIME ACE SCHOLARS

DR. KATHRYN FELTEY, SOCIOLOGY

DR. MATTHEW LEE, SOCIOLOGY

DR. RICHARD (DICK) STEINER, STATISTICS

MR. ANOO VYAS, THE EX[L] CENTER

Akron Community Engaged Scholars (ACE Scholars or ACES) is a way to formally affiliate

with the EX[L] Center for Community Engaged Learning for those full- or part-time faculty

who demonstrate a commitment to public impact by connecting campus and community

through their teaching, scholarship, and/or significant service.  

PRESENTATION OF THE INAUGURAL AKRON COMMUNITY
ENGAGED SCHOLARS 

DR. GWEN PRICE, 
SENIOR VICE PROVOST

DR. PARIZAD DEJBORD-SAWAN, MODERN LANGUAGES

DR. CAROLYN BEHRMAN, ANTHROPOLOGY



T H A N K  Y O U !  

DR. AMBER FERRIS (CHAIR), COMMUNICATION 

22 - 23 FACULTY STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

MICHAEL GENTHITHES, SCHOOL OF LAW 

NICK GLAVIN, UA RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

DREW IPPOLITI, MYERS SCHOOL OF ART 

ANNE JORGENSON, ATHLETICS 

DR. RHIANNON KALLIS, COMMUNICATION 

DR. KARA KVARAN, WOMEN'S STUDIES 

JON MILLER, ENGLISH, UA PRESS 

GARY SPRING, UA SEED CLINIC/AKRON LAW 

DR. JOANN XI, SOCIOLOGY 

DR. JOHN ELLIS, SOCIAL WORK 

DR. SHANON DONNELLY, GEOSCIENCES 

DR. PARIZAD DEJBORD-SAWAN, MODERN LANGUAGES 

DR. SYDNEY CHINCHANACHOKCHAI, MARKETING 

DR. CAROLYN BEHRMAN, ANTHROPOLOGY 

DR. MEHMET BAYSAL, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

DR. BILL LYONS, POLITICAL SCIENCE
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You can download a copy of the awards booklet for your files by scanning this QR code.  

For a PDF file, please email your request to: exl@uakron.edu.  

FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE AWARDS PROGRAM 

Please take a moment to review the ACE Scholars directory and email any requested

changes to your listing no later than May 10th.  

CHECK OUT THE DRAFT VERSION OF OUR AKRON
COMMUNITY ENGAGED SCHOLARS DIRECTORY AND THE
PROFILES FOR OUR LIFETIME RECIPIENTS!


