
2021-2022 AWARDS



The EX[L] Center for Community Engaged Learning seeks to encourage,

support, and promote hands-on, team-based, interdisciplinary learning at

the University of Akron that engages meaningfully with the Greater Akron

Community. These awards are intended to recognize exemplary work and

support of EX[L]'s mission. Nominations are judged by a subcommittee of

the EX[L] Faculty Steering Committee.  

SPIRIT OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Experiential Learning Recognitions will be given to nominated projects, events

or activities that align with EX[L]’s mission and engage students, faculty and

community in hands-on learning to shared benefit. Of these, one will be

singled out as an outstanding exemplar and awarded the Spirit of Experiential

Learning Award.

FACULTY-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

This award recognizes a collaboration between UA faculty and a community

partner that strengthened UA/Community connections and enriched both the

education and the fabric of the Akron community. It goes to both the faculty

(individual or team) and partner (individual, team, or organization).

STUDENT-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

This award recognizes a collaboration, outside of the framework of a course,

between UA students and a community partner that strengthened

UA/Community connections and enriched both the education and the fabric of

the Akron community. It goes to both the students (individual or team) and

partner (individual, team, or organization).

About the EX[L] Awards



ADMINISTRATOR CHAMPION

This award recognizes an administrator at UA who has worked to

champion the values expressed in EX[L]’s mission.

COMMUNITY CHAMPION

This award recognizes a community partner who has worked with UA to

champion the values expressed in EX[L]’s mission.

FACULTY CHAMPION

This award recognizes a faculty member who has worked to champion

the values expressed in EX[L]’s mission.

STAFF CHAMPION

This award recognizes a member of the UA staff who has lent significant

support and/or worked to champion the values expressed in EX[L]’s

mission.

STUDENT CHAMPION

This award recognizes a student who has worked to champion the

values expressed in EX[L]’s mission.



ANCHORING OURSELVES IN AKRON [UN]CLASS

DR. AMBER FERRIS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR,

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION 

STUDENT TEAM:

ENRIQUE ANTONIO

DANIEL GROEN

CHRISTIAN LARA

JEFFREY LONGVILLE

REMIK NEIWIAROWSKI 

XIOMARA SANTIAGO

with help from Lisa Ennis, Akron YMCA and Marissa

Little and Megan Delong of Neighborhood Network

Experiential Learning
Recognitions - 2022

PROGRAM MATERIAL REDESIGN PROJECT FOR SUMMIT COUNTY FAMILY &

CHILDREN FIRST COUNCIL

LEAH GOMBOSCH, PUBLIC RELATIONS STUDENT

JULIE CAJIGAS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PRACTICE, SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION

JANICE HOUCHINS, DIRECTOR, SUMMIT COUNTY CHILDREN & FAMILY FIRST COUNCIL 

 



UA CAMPUS SAFETY - LANDLORD/PROPERTY OVERSIGHT

PROGRAM

STEPHANIE YUHAS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PRACTICE, 

DEPARMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

STUDENT TEAM:

KAYLA COPISKEY

ANGELENA DORBISH

FAITH FOX

HANAH RAMSEY

BRADEN SCHAEFFER

EMILY STARKEY

Nominated & Presented by:

Dr. Daniela Jauk-Ajamie

Spirit of Experiential
Learning 



Partnership Awards

STUDENT-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

2ND & 7TH FOUNDATION

STUDENT ATHLETIC ADVISORY COUNCIL

Nominated & Presented by: Oliver

Huffman 

FACULTY-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

INSIDE/OUT PROGRAM

DR. INSUN PARK, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPTS. OF              

CRIMINAL JUSTICE/SOCIOLOGY

SUMMIT COUNTY JAIL AND SHERIFF'S OFFICE:

SHERIFF KANDY FATHEREE

INSPECTOR BILL HOLLAND

MAJOR MATAMBA KAALIMA

Nominated & Presented by: Dr. Daniela Jauk-Ajamie



NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK

MARISSA LITTLE & MEGAN DELONG

Nominated and Presented by: Dr. Amber Ferris

2022 Community Champion 



FACULTY CHAMPION

DR. AMBER FERRIS

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, COMMUNICATION

Nominated & Presented by: Dr. Rhiannon Kallis 

Champion Awards - 2022

ADMINISTRATOR CHAMPION

DR. MITCHELL MCKINNEY

DEAN, BUCHTEL COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

Nominated & Presented by: 

The EX[L] Faculty Steering Committee 



STAFF CHAMPION 

DR. LARA ROKETENETZ

FIELD STATION DIRECTOR

MARTIN CENTER FOR FIELD STUDIES &

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Nominated & Presented by: 

Drs. Randy Mitchell & Steve Weeks

Champion Awards - 2022

STUDENT CHAMPION 

SERA MARTIN 

SOCIOLOGY GRADUATE - DECEMBER 2021

Nominated & Presented by: Dr. Stacey Nofziger



Thank You to the 21-22 EX[L]
Faculty Steering Committee

Amber Ferris, Communication, FSC Chair

Carolyn Behrman, Anthropology 

Scott Bible, Management

Heather Braun, English

John Ellis, Social Work

Michael Gentithes, Law

Nick Glavin, UA Research Foundation

Evi Gorogianni, Classical Studies

Drew Ippoliti, Myers School of Art

Anne Jorgensen, Athletics

Rhiannon Kallis, Communication

Kara Kvaran, Women's Studies

Jon Miller, UA Press & English

Bill Lyons, Political Science

Parizad Dijboard-Sawan, Modern Languages

Gary Spring, Law

Joann Xi, Sociology



THANK YOU!

TO OUR OUTGOING

 FACULTY STEERING COMMITTEE

MEMBERS FOR THEIR TIRELESS

SUPPORT OF EX[L] & UA STUDENTS

A HEARTFELT

Dr. Heather Braun Dr. Evi Gorogianni


