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WWI. After the war, immigration continued until seriously diminished by
legal restrictions in the United States and the Great Depression. In this period,
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the dominant sources were Southern and Eastern Europe, although there was a
sizable wave of Chinese immigration into mainly the West coast. Immigrants
during this period were motivated to immigrate due to shortages of land,
cheaper transportation, and the hope of making money to send home. Between
1870 and 1920 some 11 million immigrants came to the United States.

In Akron, the new ethnic groups began to make their presence known. They

became part of the rising population of the city, which increased from 27,601
in 1890 to 42,728 in 1900 and reached 69,000 by 1910. A comparison of the
1920 and 1930 Census of Akron reveals the nationalities of immigrants to the

city.
Immigrant Groups 1920 Ranking 1930 Ranking
German 1 1
Hungarian 2 3
Austrian 3 10
Russian 4 9
Italian 5 2
English 6 4
Irish 7 8
Greek 8 -
Canadian 9 -
Scottish 10 -
Yugoslavia - 5
Polish - 6
Czech - 7
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