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In the first half of the nineteenth century, Akron experienced an influx of
COMING German and Irish immigration, due particularly to the building and operation .
TOGETHER of the Ohio & Erie Canal. The immigrants both came directly from Germany,
P ROI ECT Ireland, and Britain, and migrated from other US cities, such as New York.
Both German and Irish immigrants tended to settle in areas/communities with
other immigrants from their country.

Germans had immigrated to Northeastern Ohio prior to the 1830s but the

largest influx occurred after this time, partially due to the development of the

Ohio Erie Canal. Germans left their native land for a combination of reasons,
which included political oppression, economic depression (due to crop
failures), and religious persecution. The German immigrants took jobs as
skilled laborers that included jewelry makers, musical instrument
manufacturers, cabinetmakers, and tailors. They also worked in groceries,
bakeries, and restaurants.

Germans also introduced breweries into the area. The brewing and distilling
industry began in Akron in 1865 when German immigrant Frederick Gaessler

established the Wolf Ledge Brewery in the center of Akron’s German

community, the Wolf Ledges area. The plant transitioned half ownership to
Wilhelm Burkhardt, who was also a German immigrant, and by 1877 the
brewery was known as Burkhardt and Company. After a fire in 1879, which A g

destroyed the brew house, Burkhardt became the full owner. After Wilhelm // o // / / g
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died of blood poisoning two years later, his wife, Margaretha, took over the
company while raising their two small children. She successfully managed the

brewery for the next forty years, and by 1908 the brewery was producing over OO IISTORKCAL SOCTETY

two million bottles of beer. During prohibition, the company produced non

alcoholic beverages but resumed brewing after the end of prohibition. The
brewery was sold in 1956 and the Burkhardts continued in the realty and
insurance businesses after the sale of the plant. In 1991 the Burkhardt name

again became associated with brewing when a descendant, Tom Burkhardt

opened a brewpub south of Akron.

Another famous Akron German immigrant was Ferdinand Schumacher, who
opened a prosperous mill in Akron in the mid 1800s. He is most famous for
his success during the Civil War era of pioneering the creation of oat squares
and then oat flakes that consumers could eat. Schumacher’s business
prospered but after his mill caught fire in 1886, the company merged with
another Akron oat producer and this then became part of the American Cereal

Company, which by 1901 had become the Quaker Oats Company.

German immigrants also helped agriculture in the region by introducing soil-
conservation techniques. The immigrants moved to farms that had been
abandoned due to soil depletion and revived the soil through methods that
were previously not used in the area.

German immigrants maintained their culture and language through schools,
social clubs, and cultural organizations. German churches and private
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