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Northeastern Ohio’s first humans were the Paleo-Indians, who as early as
12,500 years ago called the area home. These people descended from the
peoples who last crossed the Bering Straight during the final Ice Age.
Unfortunately, there is little known about the Paleo-Indian People.
Archaeologists discovered Clovis and Folsom spear point types that show
these people hunted large Arctic mammals like caribou, mastodon, and
mammoth. A warming climate meant a retreating ice sheet, and with this the
mammals and their Paleo-Indian hunters disappeared from Ohio.

The Archaic People followed the Paleo-Indians and they are distinct for
burying their dead in gravel hills, which was more elaborate and ceremonial
than previous burials. The Archaic People were also hunter-gatherers and
more sedentary than the Paleo-Indians. The Adena, Hopewell, and Fort
Ancient peoples followed the Archaic People, but they were situated in Central
and Southern Ohio. These people had elaborate religious and burial systems
which culminated in intricate mysterious earthworks such as Serpent Mound in
Adams County; these peoples also enjoyed extensive trade networks and

created defensive measures for their villages.

The next group of ancient peoples to populate northeast Ohio was part of the
Whittlesey Focus which lived after 1000 A.D., and they were previously
thought to be precursors to Erie culture which was further to the East. These
people were sedentary farmers with defensive stockades to block entrance to
villages, but they disappeared with the advent of Iroquois guns and European
diseases in the seventeenth century.

Northeast Ohio Native Americans

The Mingos and the Delaware were the two tribes that lived in the Akron area
after the arrival of European immigrants and the disappearance of the ancient
peoples. The area had been claimed by the powerful Iroquois confederacy as a
hunting ground, which left northeast Ohio sparsely settled until Mingos moved
into the area in the 1740s and the Delaware in the 1750s.

The Mingos were an Iroquoian group which consisted of mostly of former
Seneca as well as Cayuga, Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Tuscarawas, and a
few non-Iroquoian Mohicans. These people migrated from overcrowded up-
state New York in search of better hunting and farming land and for better
trading opportunities with the French and British. The latter reason underlies
the increasing importance of trade to Native American peoples, and it also
shows how dependent these people had quickly become on European goods.
European impact and influence would later play an important role in Native

wars for sovereignty over their ancestral land.

The Mingos lived along the Allegheny River and the banks of the Ohio River
in northeast Ohio, but they were eventually pushed further west and south by
white settlers into central Ohio by the 1770s. Logan was the most famous
Mingo leader, and retaliatory violence by white settlers and natives led to the
murder of his family. According to custom Logan was allowed appropriate
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