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C December 13 at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Robert J. (r.j.) Nemer, j.d., ’90, ’95, President of The University of Akron, Presiding

Prelude Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	� (All preludes begin 30 minutes before the ceremony.)  
Sonata No. 12  Johann Pezel

		  Psalm 19  Benedetto Marcello 
		  Sussex Mummers’ Carol  Percy Grainger 
		  Alleluia  G.F. Handel 
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir 
			   Jim Johnson, Conductor

Fanfare and Processional  .  .  .  .  .  	 (The audience will remain seated.)
		  Procession of the Scholars  William Harbinson 
			   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The National Anthem. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
		  Star Spangled Banner  Francis Scott Key 
	  		  Led by Jacob Zingery 
			     Student, School of Music
			   performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

Welcome and Introduction  .  .  .  	 Robert J. (R.J.) Nemer, j.d. ’90, ’95
			   President, The University of Akron

Greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	 Member
			   Board of Trustees

Student Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	 December 13, Morning
		  Kaitlin Wile
	 December 13, Afternoon
		  Aidan Winkhart

Address to the Candidates  . .  .  .  	 Robert J. (r.j.) Nemer, j.d. ’90, ’95 
			   President, The University of Akron

In the December 13 morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and 
Sciences and the College of Business.
In the December 13 afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of candidates for the College of Engineering and 
Polymer Science and the College of Health and Human Sciences.

Commencement ProgramFall 2025 Commencement Program
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The Presentation of 
Degree Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . .              	 The presentation of candidates for doctoral degrees

		 The presentation of candidates for master’s degrees
The presentation of candidates for baccalaureate degrees

		 The presentation of candidates for associate degrees

Welcome of the  
Alumni Association 
to the Class of 2025 . . . . . . . . . . . . .   William Kollman ’08, ’10

Vice President, University Engagement 
Executive Director, The Alumni Association

The Alma Mater .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	� (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 30.)
	 �The University of Akron Alma Mater  Augustus Church 

Led by Jacob Zingery 
		  Student, School of Music

performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir

Announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 Robert J. (r.j.) Nemer, j.d. ’90, ’95
President, The University of Akron

Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	� The Akron Blue and Gold  Fred Waring 
Pomp & Circumstance March No. 1  Edward Elgar 
Pomp & Circumstance March No. 4  Edward Elgar 

performed by The University of Akron Brass Choir
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below.

Processional
The academic processional is 
an official prelude to the com-
mencement ceremony. University 
marshals lead the procession, 
followed by the assembled degree 
candidates, marching in order 
of degree earned. Following the 
candidates are the members of 
each represented college's faculty. 
Next come the platform party, 
including Trustees, administra-
tive officers, and recipient(s) 
of honorary degrees. Finally, 
the University Marshal, bear-
ing the University Mace, which 
represents the authority of both 
the University and the state, is 
immediately followed by the 
president of the University.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
commencement are of medieval 
origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves from 
the merchants and other towns-
people. When the universities 
first arose in the 11th century, 
“learned clerks” robed themselves 
in gowns, caps and hoods, thus 
signifying the distinction between 
“town” and “gown.” As additional 
universities came into being, 
professors adopted distinctive 
forms of the gown and hood for 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
degrees. 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire.  
In Europe, a professor gener-
ally wears the type of garment 
customary in the university where 
he or she is lecturing. In the 
United States, professors wear the 
gown and hood of the university 
where they earned their high-
est degree. All commencement 
ceremony participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appropriate academic apparel. 
University marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time. In the United States, the 
cap is usually f lat and square in 
shape. In Europe, one some-
times sees caps of other varieties. 
Attached to a button atop the 
mortarboard is a tassel.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with velvet 
panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree. 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or academic discipline 
in which the degree is granted.

Colors
The various colleges and academic 
disciplines of The University of 
Akron are represented by the 
following hood and tassel colors:

Apricot	 Nursing

Drab	� Business

Gold	� Doctoral

Light Blue	� Education and 
Counseling

Orange	� Engineering and 
Polymer Science

Peacock	� Disaster Science and 
Emergency Services

Pink	 Music

Purple	 Law

Silver	� Arts and Sciences 
Associate’s

Teal	� Health and 
Human Sciences

White	� Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor’s

Citron	� Social Work and 
Child and Family 
Development
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The University Seal
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authen-
ticates a document. The use 
of official seals dates back to 
the Norman Conquest in 1066. 
During the next century, seals 
were used throughout England  
to authenticate documents. 
Persons of rank had unique seals 
befitting their status. Most seals 
were circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and governmental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
formal academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899. 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University  Board of Trustees

Trustees
Michael J. Saxon ’83
	 Chair

Christine Amer Mayer, j.d.
Vice Chair

Trina M. Carter, j.d. ’92, ’98
Deborah L. Cook, j.d. ’74, ’78, ’96*
Richard C. Fedorovich ’74
Mark S. Lerner ’75
Thomas F. Needles
Michael J. Saxon ’83
Thomas A. Waltermire ’01*
Bryan C. Williams

Student Trustees
Jordan Miklinski ’23
Maxwell V. Pastoria

Advisory Trustee
David W. James, ed.d.
David T. Reese ’03

*Honorary Degree

Officers of the Board
Caitlyn E. Phipps

Secretary of the Board, 
Special Assistant to the President

Mia Yaniko, j.d.
	�Vice President and General Counsel,	
Assistant Secretary of the Board 

University  Officers & Deans

Officers
Robert J. (r.j.) Nemer, j.d. ’90, ’95
	 President

Gwen Price, ph.d.
	�Executive Vice President 

 �and Provost and Interim Dean 
of the Graduate School

Suzanne Bausch, ph.d.
	�Vice President for Research and 

Business Engagement

Sarah Kelly
	�Vice President of Human Resources 

 �and Chief Human Resources Officer

Deans
Ann Usher, ph.d.

	�Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences  
  (Interim)

Craig C. Menzemer, ph.d.
	�College of Engineering  
  and Polymer Science

James B. Thomson, ph.d.
	� College of Business (Interim)

Daniel L. Friesner, ph.d.
College of Health and Human Sciences

Emily Janoski-Haehlen, j.d. 
	�School of Law

Aimée L. deChambeau, ph.d.
University Libraries

Fedearia Nicholson-Sweval, ph.d. 
’95, ’97, ’18
	�The Drs. Gary B. and 

 �Pamela S. Williams Honors College 

John A. Messina, ed.d. ’11
Vice President for Student Affairs

Patrick Roberts, ph.d. ’88, ’96, ’05
Vice President for Advancement

Misty Villers
	�Vice President and 

Chief Financial Officer

Sheldon B. Wrice, ed.d. ’95, ’13
	� Special Assistant to the Provost

Mia Yaniko, j.d.
	�Vice President and General Counsel,	
Assistant Secretary of the Board 
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University  Marshals

December 13, 
Afternoon
Marshal
Judith Juvancic-Heltzel, ph.d.

Interim Director 
School of Exercise & Nutrition

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson

Office of the University Registrar

December 13, 
Morning
Marshal
John Goodell, ph.d.

	�Professor 
Department of Finance

Associate Marshal
Steven Jacobson

Office of the University Registrar

University  Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by Julia Coulman and Bethany Svoboda.



eight

University  Faculty Representatives

December 13, 
Morning
Steve Ash, ph.d.
Kate Budd, mfa
Mary Biddinger, ph.d.
Vanja Djuric, dba ’06, ’13
William Donovan, ph.d.
Nicholas Glenn, ph.d.
Latoria Hamilton
Nadeesha Jayaweera, ph.d.
Ashley Wain, ph.d. ’11, ’12, ’15
Mark Welf ley

December 13, 
Afternoon
Stephanie Davis-Dieringer, ’01, ’02
Zarreen Farooqi, ph.d. ’15
K. Todd Houston, ph.d., ccc-slp, lsls Cert., avt
Timothy McCarragher, ph.d., lisw-s
Timothy Meyers, ph.d.
Anil Patnaik, ph.d.
Dave Roke, ph.d.
Linda Saliga, ph.d.
Hossein Tavana, ph.d.
Stacy Willett, ed.d. ’00, ’01, ’10
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Graduation  With Honors

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree 
or baccalaureate degree, having 
completed a minimum of 30 cred-
its at The University of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation

60 or more credits earned
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate or Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation

30 or more credits earned
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumulative 
quality point ratios of at least 3.40. 
The Williams Honors College 
encourages and assists exception-
ally talented students to achieve 
high distinction in academic work 
from freshman through senior 
levels and fosters respect and 
appreciation for superior intel-
lectual achievement. Williams 
Honors Scholars have completed 
honors courses, an honors collo-
quium sequence and individually 
designed senior honors projects.



Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees

December 13, 2025 
Morning
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Ann Usher

Doctor of Philosophy

E. Ashley Bair
Integrated Bioscience
M.S., The University of Akron;  
B.S., Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Experimental 
Analysis and Predictive Modeling 
of Copper Algaecide-Induced 
Microcystin Release Dynamics”
Advisers: Dr. Francisco “Paco” 
Moore, Dr. Christopher Miller, 
and Dr. John Senko

Wei-Yuan Chen
Chemistry
M.S., University of Akron; 
B.S., Chang Gung University
Dissertation: “From Knoevenagel 
Condensation to Ring Expansion: 
Ferrocene–Alkene Conjugates and 
Benzazole Ligands”
Adviser: Dr. Christopher J. Ziegler

Brian Corbin
Chemistry
M.S., The University of Akron; 
B.A., Hiram College
Dissertation: “Design of Naturally 
Derived Far-Red To Near Infrared 
(NIR) Fluorophores for Biological 
Imaging Applications”
Adviser: Dr. Yi Pang

Hannah Durr
Integrated Bioscience
B.A., Ohio Wesleyan University
Dissertation: “Development of 
Antibacterial Hydrogels with 
Regenerative Benefits for Wound 
Healing”
Adviser: Dr. Nic Leipzig

Steven Holthouser
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
M.A., The University of Akron; 
B.S., Washington & Lee University
Dissertation: “From Components 
to Connections: Organizational 
Commitment in the Causal 
Attitude Network (CAN) Model”
Adviser: Dr. Andrea Snell

Bernd Steklis
Integrated Bioscience
B.S., University of Arizona
Dissertation: “Unraveling the Wet 
Vs Dry Adhesive Performance of 
Spider Attachment Discs”
Adviser: Dr. Todd Blackledge

ten
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Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Ann Usher

Master of  
Applied Politics
Grace Edwards
Krista Nisly
Arriana Noble

Summa Cum Laude
Daisha Okolo
Gabriella Thompson
Katari Young

Master of Arts
Estee Austin

Strategic Communication
Nicole Baker

Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Yazmen Brandon
Strategic Communication

Zoe Brown
Applied History and 
Public Humanities

Diamond Brown
Counseling Psychology

Benjamin Cowan
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Megan Crow Brauer
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Shonna Faust
Strategic Communication

Alexa Gomez
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Joshua Grove
Strategic Communication

Joana Kudadjie
English

Benjamin Michael
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Rachel Mirsen
Counseling Psychology

Natalie Mowad
Strategic Communication

Olivia Owens
Industrial / Organizational 
Psychology

Tyler Peveich
Applied History and 
Public Humanities

Jason Rodkey
Applied History and 
Public Humanities

McKay Ross
Counseling Psychology

Brianna Sondag
English

Kimberly Mae Wesley
Counseling Psychology

Josephine Wright
Applied History and 
Public Humanities

Master of Arts 
in Education
Anthony Elkins

Educational Administration 
and Leadership

Jennifer Laeng
Educational Administration 
and Leadership

Alexa Passafiume
Curriculum and Instruction

Master of Arts  
in Political Science
Xavier Dirker
Olivia Poduska
Jamal Abdul Naser Sayed
Nour Shakaki

Master of Fine Arts
Katherine Christie

Creative Writing
Grace Maier

Creative Writing

Master of Music
Joseph Moxon

Music Education – Instrumental

Master of Science
Brian Corbin

Chemistry
Morgan Hughes

Biology
Jarod Korn

Statistics
Ethan Rang

Geology
Michael Rebar

Geology
Derek Walro

Biology

Master of Science 
in Curriculum and 
Instruction
Faith Bragg

Multi-Age Visual Arts Licensure
Emily Grether

AYA – Integrated Language Arts

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 



Candidates for  Master’s Degrees (cont.)

College of Business
Founded 1953

Interim Dean James B. Thomson

Master of Business 
Administration
Brianna Agomessou
Allison Ashcraft
Mandip Bassi
Andrew Beck
Justin Bernstein
Carl Billingsley
Saankya Chagarlamudi
Jonathan Clemente
Emina Connell
Hailey Copeland
Jade Dedrick
Stefan Dobrijevic
Theresa Effa-Boateng
Lisa Fiedler
Anthony Fosselman
Elizabeth Graf
Anne Hanson Hilaire
Quinlyn Harwig
Delaney Hendershot
Bryce Holt
Charles Howe
Kelly Hull
Geneva Igwama
Malaak Jawhari
Miriam Klueber
Sean Lacey
Paije Lewis
Vasilios Likos

Justin Madej
Ziona Marizette
Samantha Maxwell
Pleshae McPhee
Regina Merle
Emily Mick
Jason Myers
Nichole Neal
Dev Patel
Richard Pickett
Jack Poist
Patricia Roach
Ameer Salem
Drake Smalley
Daniel Smith
Dakota Snyder
Colton Stevens
Madelyn Stewart
Abdelmagid Taha
Travis Terrell
Rahul Tiwari
Sarah Tornichio
William Uhl
Michael Ulanski
Kelly Wagner
Mark Wilson
Matthew Young

Master of Science 
in Accountancy
Sidik Abubakar
Durga Merugu

Master of Science 
in Management
Hannah Balawender

Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Ekrem Bilen
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Meg Dhimal
Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Alexandra George
Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Amirhossein Jabbari
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Kavitha Nimmala
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Aiswarya Ratheesh Pai
Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Salman Shawkat Shawon
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

John Tagoe
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Tausif Utchhash
Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Pradap Radje Venkattaraman 
Radje
Business Analytics – 
Information Systems

Vaishnavi Yatam
Business Analytics – Supply Chain

Master of Taxation
Disha Jain
Nicholas McFadden
Xuechen Wang

twelve



Katrina Faverty
Political Science
Cum Laude

Audrey Fleck
Media Studies

Jada Foxx
Art Education
Magna Cum Laude

Mick Frasier
Geology – Environmental Science

Viktoriia Frolova
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Emma Garee
Public Relations

Andriana Goddard
Psychology

Harrison Graham
History

Kaira Granger
Psychology

Ethan Griffith
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Madison Gunsett
Anthropology

Logan Harris
Geology – Environmental Science

Camari Harris
Media Studies
Magna Cum Laude

Jylian Haynes
Dance with Business Cognate
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Megan Hochstetler
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Zoe Huxtable
Psychology
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Rachel Ickes
English

Jon Jackson
Media Studies

Walid Jaffal
Public Relations

Breann Kalich
Psychology

Kayla Kelty
Geology – Environmental Science

Ilona Kitchen
Media Studies
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Isabella Lawton
Psychology

Hailey Lewis
Dance with Business Cognate

Jonathan Lewis
Media Studies

Diamonique Lindsay
Media Studies
Magna Cum Laude

Skylar Looper
Geology – Environmental Science
Magna Cum Laude

Devyn Lucas
Media Studies

Margaret Mahaney
Geology – Environmental Science
Summa Cum Laude

Piper Mallchok
Communication Studies
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Mikayla Matheney
Psychology
Cum Laude

Jasmyn McClain 
Philosophy

Chloe McHale
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

McKayla McKenzie
Psychology

Alexis Melendez
Political Science
Cum Laude

Jamil Mills
Media Studies

Nicoletta Monteleone
Public Relations
Magna Cum Laude

Avery Morr
Psychology
Cum Laude

Kade Morris
Psychology

Kennedy Murdock
Psychology

William Newenhisen
English
Cum Laude

Jacob Nielsen
History

Madison Nolan
Public Relations
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Maya Oduyoye
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Mark Owen
Psychology

Allison Pennington
Psychology

Valerie Petrovich
Communication Studies

Hannah Phillips
Psychology

Jordan Pinzon
Political Science

Colin Planovsky
Communication Studies

Macon Plecha
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Nicholas Raymond
Political Science – Intelligence and 
National Security Studies

Olivia Ream
Public Relations

Michael Reese
History

Valiayah Robinson
Psychology

thirteen

*� �Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Ann Usher

Bachelor of Arts
Alexandar Apisa*

Media Studies
Magna Cum Laude

Cole Armstrong
History
With High Distinction

Madison Armstrong
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Nadia Alexandria Sophia Ataman
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Megan Bekeleski
Psychology

Odeliz Beltran
Media Studies

Sierra Berry
Anthropology

Alyssa Bissell
Political Science

Kathryn Bohannon
Geology – Environmental Science

Greer Brightbill
Communication Studies
Summa Cum Laude

Mckenzi Brinkerhoff
Psychology
Cum Laude

Grace Brothers
Psychology

Alexandra Burkett-Hostetler
Communication Studies

Alexander Busch
Media Studies
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Ali Carpenter
Political Science
Magna Cum Laude

Cassia Chivers
Public Relations

Erin Clay
Psychology

Alexis Clingan
Media Studies
With High Distinction

Braden Cook
Geology – Environmental Science

Melody Downey
Political Science

Rylin Dukes
Media Studies

John Ellington
Geology – Environmental Science

Peter Evans
Political Science
Cum Laude

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees



Bachelor of Arts 
in Education
Cade Brodie

AYA – Integrated Social Studies
Colin Lyons

AYA – Integrated Social Studies
Skylar Shifferly

AYA – Integrated Social Studies

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Madeline Cordray

Dance
Layla Davis-Branner

Art – Sculpture
Makayla Gurnik

Art – Painting and Drawing
Magna Cum Laude

Maura Ingraham
Art – Painting and Drawing
Magna Cum Laude

Jyra Petite
Art – Painting and Drawing

Charles Reed
Art – Painting and Drawing
Magna Cum Laude

Bree Shearer
Dance
Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of  
General Studies
David Baney
Annette Culp
Mason Jenkins
Isom Julian
Jaqualine Kinser
Dimitri Madden
Robert Mahaffey
Michelle Feierabend-Hasman
Lisa Owens
Ty Pangborn
Israel Polk
Angela Roman

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas Smith
Gage Summers
Ryan Weldon
Sarah Winstead

Cum Laude
Jonathan Wong
Kaia Woods

Bachelor of Music
Faith Collins

Music – Piano Performance
Magna Cum Laude

Alexandra Horwitz
Music – Voice Performance

Harley Nunez*
Music – Percussion Performance
Cum Laude

Harley Nunez*
Music Education – Instrumental Band
Cum Laude

Trent Schlabach
Music Education – Vocal 
and Keyboard
Cum Laude

Nathan Stanley
Music Education – Instrumental Band
Magna Cum Laude

Sabrina Wolf
Music Education – Vocal 
and Keyboard
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Jacob Zingery
Music – Voice Performance
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Elizabeth Ryan
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Sydney Shane
Communication Studies

Alexander Silva
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Parker Simms
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Jacob Simon
Media Studies

Abigail Singer
Psychology

Isabella Smith
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Kelly Snyder*
Spanish

Cadence Soucek
Political Science

Tiffanie Staskey
Political Science

Mercedes Stemple
Psychology

Leana Stillings
Sociology

Ty Stolarski
Public Relations

Jackson Summers
Psychology
Cum Laude

MacKenzie Swan
Spanish

Madeline Thomas
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Baylee Vought
Media Studies
Summa Cum Laude

Nautica Whooper
Social Sciences – Philosophy, Sociology 
and Psychology

Cheyenne Williams
Social Sciences – Philosophy, Sociology 
and Psychology
With Highest Distinction

Karima Williamson
Psychology

Halle Wright
History
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Faith Zeitler
Psychology
Cum Laude

Anabel Zuniga
Psychology
With High Distinction

fourteen

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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fifteen

Bachelor of Science
Dlal Abdelqader

Biology
Jillian Addams

Criminology and Criminal Justice
Justin Antalek

Geology
Krista Barley

Criminology and Criminal Justice
With Highest Distinction

Alyssa Bright
Biomedical Science

Gabrielle Brissett
Biology
With High Distinction

Julia Bunday
Criminology and Criminal Justice
With Distinction

Stella Burick
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Kristin Buzzard McGonigal
Criminology and Criminal Justice

David Carter
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude

Ravyn Carter
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Charles Courtemanche
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Makenna Dalton
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Ryan Daw
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Amyah Dixson
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Jovana Djuric
Biomedical Science
Summa Cum Laude

Brian Duman
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Catlain Freeman
Criminology and Criminal Justice
With Distinction

Tessa Gardella
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Summa Cum Laude

Avery Garver
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude

Kaden Geiger
Criminal Intelligence Analysis
Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas Giorgio
Biomedical Science
Summa Cum Laude

Quinton Greene
Biomedical Science

Lauren Groen
Biomedical Science
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Dejah Ham
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Ayden Hassertt
Criminal Intelligence Analysis
Summa Cum Laude

Bhumi Patel
Biomedical Science
Cum Laude

Hayley Pettit
Biomedical Science
Cum Laude

Spencer Plum
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude

Ashley Price
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Summa Cum Laude

Zachary Prusinowski
Chemistry – Biochemistry

Sunny Rana
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Alexander Rendziak
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Marcus Roberts
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Amani Robinson
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Kaden Rupert
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude

Mariana Salloum
Biology

Malaina Schaffter
Biomedical Science
Cum Laude

Gretchen Search
Biology

Gabrielle Seifert
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Christian Sheers
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Chloe Sifferlin
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Makayla Sitko
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Alyvia Skotnicky
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Haley Smith
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Kelly Snyder*
Biology

Mericle Pryncess Jewel Spivey
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Cameron Stockley
Criminology and Criminal Justice
With High Distinction

Nicholas Stroh
Biology

Erika Stutzman
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Meghan Teeters
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude

Zachary Hillman
Criminology and Criminal Justice
With Distinction

Hannah Housel
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Ariah Jones
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Shreeya Kaur
Biomedical Science
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Mariya Kiani
Biology

Karmyn Knox
Biology

Meghan Koch
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Alea Koston
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Karan Lamba
Biology
Cum Laude

Jaelynn Lawrence
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Kyrsten Lemassena
Criminal Intelligence Analysis
Magna Cum Laude

Kaitlyn Likes
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Sean Listerman
Biomedical Science
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Jaleah Mack
Biology

Joseph Maiorano
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Camden Matriano-Lim
Biomedical Science

Jalynn McCants
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Daniel Mendoza
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Joshua Meola
Geology
Magna Cum Laude

Megan Mitchell
Chemistry – Polymer
Summa Cum Laude

Aleesia Monteleone
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Nathan Morrissette
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Randhir Multani
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Arriana Noble
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Summa Cum Laude

Connor Normand
Biomedical Science

*� �Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines



Candace Troyer
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Summa Cum Laude

Sydney Uridel
Criminology and Criminal Justice

Vargas Vang
Biomedical Science

Derek Wheeler
Biomedical Science
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Kyra Williams
Biomedical Science
Williams Honor Scholar

Kristen Willochell
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Alyssa Wunderle
Biology

Makiah Zurbrugg
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Education
Natasha Allen

Middle Level – Language Arts /  
Social Studies

Malak Awada
Intervention Specialist –  
Mild/Moderate
Summa Cum Laude

Riley Ballinger
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Nicholas Dinkins
Middle Level – Science / Mathematics

Hayley Dolak
Middle Level – Science / Social Studies

Avery Dotson
Middle Level – Science / Mathematics

Malina Edingburgh
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Sienna Hoagland
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Jessica Keith
Middle Level – Science / Mathematics
Magna Cum Laude

Jadyn Kerns
Middle Level – Language Arts /  
Social Studies

Jordan Kovalchin
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Organizational 
Supervision
Hamzah Aljammal
Harold Booker
Daymon David
Robin Frazier

With Distinction
Adam Gabriel

Cum Laude
Jenna Gooch
Ramona Hasan

With High Distinction
Naw Hpaw

With High Distinction
Iesa Jarmon
Ryan Johnson
Colin Keanu
Erica Konecny

Cum Laude
Kimitra Kusi
Anthony Manzetti
Caden Matlon
Agnes Ntoni
James Okonkwo
Javeon Richards
Taylor Riggs

Cum Laude
Glen Stephens
Neil Travis

With High Distinction
Maxwell Whisner
Haley Wilson

Cum Laude

Taylor McLaughlin
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Cum Laude

Joshua Merring
Middle Level – Mathematics /  
Social Studies

Meghan Mezzacapo
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Paige Mitchell
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Emma Moser
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Sarah Neer
Middle Level – Language Arts /  
Social Studies

Rachel Neer
Middle Level – Science / Social Studies
Cum Laude

Milyeh Poin
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program

Abigail Ray
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Gabrielle Renner
Middle Level – Reading/Language 
Arts and Social Studies

Emma Robinette
Intervention Specialist –  
Mild/Moderate
With Highest Distinction

Korrin Sampson
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Cum Laude

Grace Selva
Middle Level – Science / Social Studies

Sunnie Su
Primary Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program
Cum Laude

Antonia Trickett
Middle Level – Science / Mathematics
Williams Honor Scholar

Laura Walsh
Middle Level – Science / Mathematics

Aliana Washington
Middle Level – Reading/Language 
Arts and Social Studies

Mark Weber
Middle Level – Science / Social Studies
Magna Cum Laude

Matthew White
Middle Level – Mathematics /  
Social Studies
Summa Cum Laude

sixteen
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seventeen

College of Business
Founded 1953

Interim Dean James B. Thomson

Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Alexandar Apisa*

Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

Rakan Askari
Human Resources Management

Beau Balizet
Marketing

Joshua Barney
Business Management
Cum Laude

Jacob Beall
Marketing

Abbey Beskitt
Supply Chain/Operations 
Management
Williams Honor Scholar

Garrett Biddle
Business Management
Cum Laude

Michael Blackburn
Business Data Analytics
Cum Laude

Chloe Blick
Human Resources Management

Logan Blissenbach
Sport Business
With High Distinction
Williams Honor Scholar

Breanna Blythewood
Business Management

Karmen Bonner
Human Resources Management

Dylan Bowden
Marketing
Cum Laude

Mikayla Brady
Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

Alex Branch
Business Management

Victoria Bryan
Morgan Bucy

Human Resources Management
Mitchell Budler

Business Data Analytics
Nicholas Carlucci

Magna Cum Laude
Amber Cirone
Nathaniel Courter

Marketing

Dominic Define
Financial Management
Summa Cum Laude

Collin Denning
Financial Management

Jacob Donahue
Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

Benjamin Draper
Business Management

De’Wayne Dukes
Human Resources Management

Carleigh Dunnam
Business Management

Haley Elliott
Marketing

Yasmine Elmakdah
Marketing
With Distinction

Jeremy Faircloth
Financial Management

Ashley Fascione
Human Resources Management

Nicole Faulhaber
Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

Kiara Felicie Ortiz
Marketing

Jacob Ferguson
Financial Management

Nicholas Floyd
Business Management

Bryson Fry
Sport Business

Kathryn Gage
Human Resources Management

Vincent Garro
Business Management

Jameire Glenn Robinson
Sport Business

Kylel Griffin
Nicholas Groves

Financial Planning
Cole Hakenson

International Business
Magna Cum Laude

Morgan Hallock
Business Management

Elijah Heckler
Marketing

Joseph Herrick
Ian Huber

Financial Management

Salvatore Jacobozzi
Financial Planning

Aubrey Jarvis
Human Resources Management
Magna Cum Laude

Sydney Jenkins
Human Resources Management

Aaron Jensen
Business Management

Justie Johnson
Marketing
Summa Cum Laude

Karleighana Jones
Business Data Analytics
Summa Cum Laude

Aaron Jury
Business Data Analytics

Adam Kahook
Renato Kauzlaric

Magna Cum Laude
John Kelley

Magna Cum Laude
Paege Kinzel

Business Management
Michael Kleinman

Business Management
Kaden Kroslak

Marketing: Sales 
Management Program
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Sara Kulik
Marketing

Andrew Latham
Sport Business
Cum Laude

Alexander Lazzaretti
Supply Chain/Operations 
Management

Niklas Lehtinen
Financial Planning
Cum Laude

* �Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
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Colby Macko
Human Resources Management
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Devin Maddox
Supply Chain/Operations 
Management
Summa Cum Laude

Nicholas Maricocchi
Financial Management
Summa Cum Laude

Jeremiah Michael
Finance – Risk Management 
and Insurance

Raegan Miley
Business Management

Logan Miller
Supply Chain/Operations 
Management
Magna Cum Laude

Skyler Mtrey
Business Management

Devion Murry
Yusef Nader
Zachary Neff

Business Data Analytics
Parker Newland

Financial Management
Dakayla Noble

Summa Cum Laude
Kieran Nolan

Supply Chain/Operations 
Management
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Meaghan Pankuch
Human Resources Management

Justin Peabody
Marketing

Sean Perkins
Gabriel Perry

Business Data Analytics
Maurice Rankins

Business Management
Marisa Riggs

Marketing
Magna Cum Laude

John Schloss
Financial Management
With Highest Distinction

Faith Seagren
Sport Business

Gavin Semon
Business Management

Tyler Siley-Burgess
Management – Information 
Systems Management

Hailey Smith
Marketing

Leigh Speicher
Business Management

Jason Stark
Sport Business

Logan Steele
Marketing

Isabella Swinehart
Marketing
With Highest Distinction

Rebecca Swisher
Business Management

Liam Taylor
Marketing: Sales 
Management Program

Jaden Thompson
Addison Towne

Marketing
Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Evan Trumpower
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Sydney Warther
Financial Planning
Summa Cum Laude

Adam Weidmann
Financial Management
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Sheridon Wilber
Business Management

Kaitlin Wile
International Business

Robert Wolf
Marketing: Sales 
Management Program
Magna Cum Laude

Cedric Woodford
Sport Business

Evan Yaist
Marketing

Victoria Zasidkovych
International Business
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science
Jacob Demichael

Sport Analytics

Bachelor of Science 
in Accounting
Christopher Adler

Magna Cum Laude
Jameel Anderson
Dean Anzaldi
Xiaojing Chen

Magna Cum Laude
Martha Clapp
Holly Dyer

Cum Laude
Matthew Fuge
Jerreme Gearhart

Cum Laude
Katherine Grote

Summa Cum Laude
Kristy Hendrix

Magna Cum Laude
Teriny Hill
Matthew Hope
Matthew Kowalski
Rahel Krasznai

Cum Laude
Johnathan Kutcher

Magna Cum Laude
Abigail Lee

Magna Cum Laude
Ashley Menegay

Cum Laude
Evan Mizen
Breauna Neal

Cum Laude
Laine Rooks
Eston Rupert
Kassie Rush
Carl Soucek
Matthew Travagliante
Anthony Valencheck
Ashley Whitten

Summa Cum Laude
Cordell Wilson

eighteen
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nineteen

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean Ann Usher

Associate of Arts
Johnathan Kutcher

With High Distinction

Associate of Science
Chloe Whitney

With Distinction

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Criminal Justice 
Studies
Tristan Ashcraft
Michael Deuring
Anisha Lingden

Associate of Arts
Chiqula Anderson
Vanay Benton
Sierra Berry
Sharon Blair
Clarissa Bodjanac
Greer Brightbill
Communication

With Highest Distinction
Daniel Burt
Dominic Campomizzi
Alexis Clingan

With High Distinction
Francis Collins
Dawn Damsa
Daymon David
Niko De Vera
Amira Delsavio-Abu Al Habil

With Highest Distinction
Hannah Fauss
Anna Hamilton-Topovski
Willow Henderson
Naw Hpaw

With High Distinction
Stefanie Hull
Terray Jones
Cody Juersivich
Jeanette Kaufman
Alexxis Kearns Grominsky
Jasmine Martin
Jasmyn McClain
Madeline McDonell
MacKenzie Mehrl
Jamil Mills
James Okonkwo
Maurice Page
Kareena Phagoo
Olivia Ream
Raquel Rosenkranz
Abigail Schwartz

With Highest Distinction
Sydney Shane
Makayla Sitko
Tyler Smith

With Distinction
Glen Stephens
Kaleb Thornton
Stephanie Tristano
Ellyn Weidner
Maxwell Whisner
Cassandra Wigley
Angelina Yates

With Highest Distinction

Associate of Science
Jaelynn Burke
Jenette Casalicchio
Saul Chavez-Zamora
Andrew Forney

With Distinction
Jacob Germann
Quinton Greene
Taylor Henderson
Jayden Krawczonek
Jasmine Martin
Sa’Kiyha Matthews
Madelynne Mckelvey
Jessica Scott
Jesse Shaffer
Selene Shepard
LeeAnn Vasilyev

Associate of 
Technical Study
Elif Albulut
Harold Booker
Joseph Byczek
Tonia Franklin
Sylvia Gilmore
Taylor Henderson
Robert Knight
Chase McIntyre
Tara Mosley
Philip Senior
Jamire Sparks
Imari Thompson
Jason Tucker

Candidates for  Associate Degrees



twenty

December 13, 2025 
Afternoon
College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

Doctor of Philosophy

Alexander Moga
Counselor Education and Supervision
M.A., B.A., Bowling Green State 
University
Dissertation: “The Role of 
Advisory Working Alliance, 
Research Competence, and 
Perceived Stress in Dissertation 
Completion: A Comparative Study 
of Completers, Noncompleters, 
and All But Dissertation 
Candidates”
Adviser: Dr. Varunee Faii 
Sangganjanavanich

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

doCtor of PhilosoPhy

Luis Diego Garcia Espinosa 
Polymer Science
M .S ., Monterrey Institute of 
Technology; B .S ., Autonomous 
University of Nuevo Leon
Dissertation: “Degradable Polymer 
Structures from Carbon Dioxide 
and Butadiene”
Adviser: Dr . James Eagan

Motaz Magdy M. Roshdy 
Hassan
Engineering – Mechanical
B.S., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “A Novel On-Orbit 
Reusable Adhesive for an 
Autonomous Mobile Intelligent 
Robotic Platform”
Adviser: Dr. Ajay Mahajan

Eman Hassan
Engineering – Biomedical

B.S., A.S., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Surface Engineering 
and Doping of Sulfide Solid-State 
Lithium Battery Electrolyte for 
Enhanced Stability”
Adviser: Dr. Siamak Farhad

Md Jarir Hossain
Engineering – Mechanical

M .S ., The University of Akron; 
B .S ., Khulna University of Engineering 
& Technology
Dissertation: “Smart Elastomers for 
Automotive and Robotic Sensing 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr . Jae-Won Choi

Ruibo Hu
Polymer Science
M.S., The University of Akron; 
B.S., Fuzhou University
Dissertation: “A Modular Design 
Strategy for Multifunctional 
Hydroxyapatite-Polymer 
Structured Composites for Oral 
and Epidermis” Biomedical 
Applications
Adviser: Dr. Nita Sahai

Sarath Suresh Kamath
Engineering – Mechanical
B.Tech., Mahatma Gandhi University
Dissertation: “Tailoring Synthetic 
Rubber Via Direct Ink Writing: 
Designing and Optimizing 
Multifunctional Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Jae-Won Choi

Eric Knoblock
Engineering – Electrical
M.S., B.S., Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “Spectrum 
Optimization for Advanced 
Air Mobility Using Machine 
Learning”
Adviser: Dr. Nghi H. Tran

Lei Liu
Polymer Science
M.S., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “High-Performance 
Perovskite Solar Cells Enabled 
by Additives and Interface 
Engineering”
Adviser: Dr. Fardin Khabaz

Candidates for  Doctoral Degrees



Keaton Turney
Polymer Science
B.A., Washington & Jefferson College
Dissertation: “Utilization of 
Carbon Dioxide Towards 
Advanced Materials”
Adviser: Dr. James Eagan

Ze Peng Yang
Polymer Science
MA, The University of Akron; 
BSN, SiChuan University
Dissertation: “Tunable Structural 
Coloration Using Multilayer 
Melanin-Based Films”
Adviser: Dr. Ali. Dhinojwala

Seiyoung Yoon
Polymer Science
B.A., Grinnell College
Dissertation: “Advancing 
Structure-Property-Processing 
Insights for Sustainable and 
Responsive Polymer Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Junpeng Wang

Yifan Zhou
Polymer Science
M.A., The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Self-assembly of 
Rigid Amphiphiles and Their 
Accurate Regulation”
Adviser: Dr. Tianbo Liu

Abdol Hadi Mokarizadeh
Polymer Science
M.S., The University of Tehran; 
B.S., The Amirkabir University of 
Technology
Dissertation: “Interfacial Structure 
and Dynamics at Liquid-Solid, 
Liquid-Liquid and Liquid-
Vapor Interfaces from Molecular 
Dynamics Simulation”
Adviser: Dr. Mesfin Tsige

Seyed Sina Nassiri
Engineering – Civil
M.S., Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville
Dissertation: “Single and 
Multiphase Fluid Flow in Altered 
Porous Media”
Adviser: Dr. Anil Patnaik

Harsh Pandya
Polymer Engineering
M.Tech., Institute of Chemical 
Technology; B.E. University 
of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Deformation and 
Dynamics in Vitrimer Networks”
Adviser: Dr. Fardin Khabaz

Arsalaan Nisar Pathan
Polymer Science
B.Tech., Institute of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Utilizing 
Functionality In Polyolefins 
Towards Biomaterial & Recycling 
Applications”
Adviser: Dr. James Eagan

Utkarsh Patil
Polymer Science
Btech., Institute of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Characterization 
of Contact Interface and 
Its Implications on Contact 
Mechanics”
Adviser: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala

Pouria Rafsanjani Nejad
Engineering – Biomedical
M.S., B.S., Tehran Polytechnic
Dissertation: “Engineered Tissue 
Chips to Study Efficacy and 
Toxicity of Cancer Therapeutics”
Adviser: Dr. Hossein Tavana

Alankar Rastogi
Polymer Science
B.Tech., Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi
Dissertation: “Structural and 
Thermodynamic Properties of 
Soft Materials at Interfaces: 
Combining Experimental and 
Simulation Techniques”
Advisers: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala and 
Dr. Mesfin Tsige

Nazanin Sadeghi
Polymer Science
M.S., Amirkabir University of 
Technology;
B.S., University of Tehran
Dissertation: “Microscopic 
Morphology, Dynamics, and 
Nonlinear Rheology of Ionomers”
Adviser: Dr. Fardin Khabaz

twenty-one



twenty-two

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

Master of Arts
Skye-Forest Baker

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Julie Beachy

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Danae Behr

Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Lauren Bodner
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kara Brandt
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Madelyn Carver
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Abigail Chaddock
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lisa Dalman
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ariel Durden
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Stephanie Ferraro
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

MacKenzie Gavin
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Mckenzie Gordon
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Brianna Hall
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Christina Harmer
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Haley Heddleston
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Elizabeth Heimbaugh
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Scott Hingsbergen
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Katherine Linville
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nicholas Michel
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nash Monroe
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Sara Newsome
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Megan Porter
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Trista Reagan
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Devin Renspie
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Bianca Reyes
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Sydney Rohrbach
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Marcus Romeo
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Anna Sadler
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Hollyn Saxon
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Darryl Scott
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Mikayla Sizer
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kaylin Slapnicker
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kelli Thomas
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Meredith Undercoffer
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lesli Wilch
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Alexandria Wiley
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Master of Arts  
in Education
Angela Andrella-Rea

School Counseling
Kimberly Cottrell

School Counseling
Bryce Fordyce

School Counseling
Sofia Horner

School Counseling
Ashli Johnson

School Counseling
Roy Rosario

School Counseling
Ayuanna Thomas

School Counseling
Tracy Yantzer

School Counseling

Master of Arts  
in Family and  
Consumer Science
Myia Culbreath

Child and Family Development
Morgan Baker
Christina Bickley
Monica Bykova
Natalie Deibel
Andrea Dreskin
Reid Edington
Olivia Foutty
Lauren Frey
Victoria Greene
Hannah Hart
Brooke Jordan
Amanda Kanawyer
Emma Klocke
Brande Knox
Caitlin Magin
Casey McCall
Jessica Neal
Sydney Norton
Amy Renteria
Marietta Ruiz
Haylee Speas
Emily Strycharz
Kathleen Swanson
Tiffany Tullis
Susan Yarid

Candidates for  Master’s Degrees 



Master of  
Public Health
Laurel DeVoe
Dietetics GP
Alyssa Miller
Dietetics GP

Master of Science
Josephine Savitski

Exercise Physiology
Williams Honor Scholar

Master of Science  
in Education
Shammond Cooper

Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Ayden Gutierrez
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Diamond Hall
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Aishwarya Anand Malawade
Exercise Physiology

William Muirhead
Exercise Physiology

Travis Smith
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Master of Science  
in Nursing
Courteney Belmonte

Child and Adolescent Health Nurse 
Practitioner – Primary Care

Alexander Lloyd
Adult Gerontology Primary Care 
Nurse Practitioner

Master of Social Work
Cameron Beachy

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

Master in Biomedical 
Engineering
Lakshmi Namballa

Master of Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
Engineering
Tyler Knisley

Master of Science
Erfan Agharazi
Katrina Altawil

Applied Mathematics
Lucas Chepelsky

Applied Mathematics
Vishnu Duknam

Computer Science
Mark Earl

Computer Science
Saba Nikjou

Polymer Science
Uchenna Christian Nwachukwu
Kyle Rossi

Computer Science
Baji Shaik

Computer Science
Md Nafis Soumik
I-Chun Tsai

Computer Science

Master of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Emmanuel Agyei
Afranul Ovi
Mirza Mohammed 

Rashiduzzaman
Mitchell Valaitis
Harry Kojo Yankah

Master of Science  
in Civil Engineering
Abdullah Alanazi
Muhammad Aqeilan
Jack Gaydar
Tyler Gaydosh
Tabitha Gomes
Jan Kolenda

Master of Science 
in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering
Marian Bonto
Gabriel Glor
Stefan Ilic

Master of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Natalie Allen
Nafi Ul Alam Bhuiyan
Jonathan Clawson
Andrew Fuller

Williams Honor Scholar
Lamisa Musharrat
Joshua Ramirez

Williams Honor Scholar
Kelvin Tsagli
Julia Wood

Master of Science in 
Polymer Engineering
Punya Gupta
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Bachelor of Arts/
Social Work
Brieana Brasiel

Magna Cum Laude
Colleen Coughlin
Megan Crites
Jarae Dennis

With Highest Distinction
Rachel Frye

With Highest Distinction
Jennifer Gaid

With High Distinction
Courtney Hasel

Cum Laude
Steven Hector

With Highest Distinction
Mary Hooper

With High Distinction
Casandra Huggins

With High Distinction
Letticia Larson

Summa Cum Laude
Olivia Laws

Summa Cum Laude
Deanna Lowe

Magna Cum Laude
Jillian Misenko

With Highest Distinction
Keith Nelson
Elle Norman
Hailee Papp

Magna Cum Laude
Lemeiah Pickett
Alexis Presti

With Distinction
Alexis Redman
Elizabeth Rodriguez
Danita Scott
Mya Smiley

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science
Travis Brummert

Cyber Forensics
Dominic Cardarelli

Cyber Forensics
Cum Laude

Justin Gyimah
Cyber Forensics

Theodore Johnson
Cyber Forensics

Andrew Knepp
Cyber Forensics

John Menassa
Cyber Forensics

Bachelor of Science 
in Allied Health Care 
Administration
Cassandra Bloam
Morgan Bryner
Ongmon Chan
Taylor Hall
Danielle Helmick

Summa Cum Laude
Nicole Huff
Shakila Issa
Kaitlyn Lumsden
Jamie Shalosky
Josiane Umutoni
Sanelisiwe Whalen

Bachelor of Science  
in Education
Mitch Bates

Sport Coaching and Athletics 
Leadership

Timothy Brown
Sport Coaching and Athletics 
Leadership

Kyle Davanaugh
Sport Studies – Sport Management

Zachary Forsell
Sport Coaching and Athletics 
Leadership
With Distinction

Grant Hurless
Sport Studies – Sport Management

Ryan Kingsford
Sport Studies – Sport Management
Cum Laude

Levar Lowe
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership

Zachary McLaughlin
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership

William Portman
Sport Studies – Sport Management

Andre Proffitt
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership

Zachary Sain
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership
Cum Laude

Shammah Scott
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership

Shadrae Stinson
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership

Cameron Thomas
Sport Studies – Sport Management

Peter Walko
Sport Coaching and  
Athletics Leadership
Cum Laude

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

Bachelor of Arts
Alissa Cain

Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Magna Cum Laude

Laurissa Fulton
Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Summa Cum Laude

Caylin Grimm
Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Summa Cum Laude

Andrew Kovacs
Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Tiffanie Radwanski
Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Summa Cum Laude

Marina Reinhart
Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology
Magna Cum Laude

Leah Tornichio
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Arts 
in Child and Family 
Development
David King
Makenna Kish

With Distinction
Logan Pollard

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees



Bachelor of Science 
in Emergency 
Management and 
Homeland Security
Tiffany Haines
Mackenzie Hoose
Alyssa Jackson

With Highest Distinction
Montgomery Lindeman
Jonathan Powell

Summa Cum Laude
Joseph Schabel

Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Matthew Schneider
Summa Cum Laude

James Seale
Gwendolyn Sterrett

Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Emergency 
Management and 
Homeland Security
Kye Stevens

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in 
Exercise Science
Averie Ballinger

Pre-Professional Concentration
Isabella Boscarello

Pre-Professional Concentration
Julia Brooks

Pre-Professional Concentration
Dennis Charnes

Pre-Professional Concentration
Evan Collins

Applied Exercise Physiology
Nathan Ford

Pre-Professional Concentration
Cecily Herchek

Pre-Professional Concentration
Vincen Hildebrand

Applied Exercise Physiology
Cum Laude

Ryan Hoskinson
Applied Exercise Physiology
Cum Laude

Devin Huwig
Applied Exercise Physiology
Magna Cum Laude

Colin Kelly
Applied Exercise Physiology

Ian Laughlin
Pre-Professional Concentration
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Della Layner
Pre-Professional Concentration
Williams Honor Scholar

Carlos Lopez
Applied Exercise Physiology

Ryan Manneh
Pre-Professional Concentration
Magna Cum Laude

Kelci Martin
Applied Exercise Physiology

Mikaila McCourt
Fitness Management

Tori Mitchell
Pre-Professional Concentration
Magna Cum Laude

Emily Morelli
Applied Exercise Physiology

Natalie Perin
Pre-Professional Concentration
Cum Laude

Dylan Stewart
Pre-Professional Concentration

Paige Via
Applied Exercise Physiology

Bachelor of 
Science in Food and 
Environmental 
Nutrition
Isabella Gonzalez

Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Raegan Harder

Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing
Shealyn Adkins
Sophia Anderson

Summa Cum Laude
Idowu Ariyibi

With Highest Distinction
Muna Asraf
Rachael Barker
Brooke Bell

Magna Cum Laude
Amanda Borgetti
Erica Brucker

Magna Cum Laude
Marianne Bucar
Kelli Burrier
Rosslyn Campbell

Cum Laude
Gabriella Campbell

With High Distinction
Lauren Carr
Carla Coraretti
Katie Dean
Mandy Dinardo

With Highest Distinction
Katelyn Eby

With Highest Distinction
Olivia Edkins
Zayd Elkurd

Cum Laude
Tyler Fenton
Dinold Gabriel
Josephine Gaston

With Highest Distinction
Soneya Ghatani
Danielle Goodwin
Brooke Haines

Magna Cum Laude
Desiree` Johnson
Samantha Jose
Coby Kamp

Cum Laude

Madison Keich
Magna Cum Laude

Bonnie Kicker
Cum Laude

Christopher-Glenn Kilmer
Mary Beth Kiss

Magna Cum Laude
Kelsey Lawrence

Magna Cum Laude
Deidre Lorton

Cum Laude
MacKenzie Lynden
Marie Madison

With Distinction
Mackenzie Mathews

Magna Cum Laude
Amanda Maxwell
Vakeyla Merriweather
Kara Moore
Alexis Moore
Korrey Moyto

Magna Cum Laude
Haley Myers
Osehi Onotole

With Highest Distinction
Gloria Onwugbenu
Kyle Osco

Magna Cum Laude
Sam Prine-Yonker
Ryan Quiroz-Phongchalern
Cory Ramsey

Summa Cum Laude
Brett Randolph
Madeleine Ray

Cum Laude
Sarah Ready
Angelica Regueiro

Cum Laude
Tonya Rick
Veronica Robinson
Erin Roland

With Highest Distinction
Rylie Russell

With High Distinction
Kyle Samec
Brittanie Schedler

With Highest Distinction
Jennifer Smith
Rachael Smith
Kristen Suszek
Chloe Whitney

Cum Laude
Desiree Williams

Bachelor of Science in 
Respiratory Therapy
Raghad Bakhsh

Summa Cum Laude
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College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

Bachelor of Science
Joseph Jaworski
Jacob Josefov

Applied Mathematics
Mark Wierzbowski

Applied Mathematics

Bachelor of Science 
in Biomedical 
Engineering
Hamdan Feyssa
Colleen Kroah

Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering
Jacob Knipp

Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Engineering
Benjamin Engdahl

Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Information 
Systems
Saadallah Ally

Software Development
Hassan Almarzooq

Cybersecurity
Magna Cum Laude

Mason Blasik
Networking

Arpan Bomzan
Software Development

Shane Brown
Cybersecurity

Aydin Calgos
Cybersecurity
Cum Laude

Alex Constantiner
Software Development

Casey Corrigan
Networking

Alyssa Crabtree
Cybersecurity
Cum Laude

Cole Darnley
Software Development

Kellen Harkness
Software Development
Cum Laude

Kellen Hughes
Cybersecurity

Heather Johnson
Networking
Cum Laude

David Knarr
Cybersecurity

Edison Kroft
Cybersecurity

Connor Kropp
Cybersecurity

Jeremiah Kusi
Cybersecurity

Joshua Kwiatkowski
Software Development

Robert Laggan
Software Development
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

James Landin
Software Development
Magna Cum Laude

Destyn Lee
Software Development

Brandon Louden
Software Development

Gregory Luli
Software Development
Cum Laude

Jibril Mason
Cybersecurity

Glenn Meier
Cybersecurity

Maxwell Mendel
Cybersecurity
Cum Laude

Lawrence Meredith
Software Development

Firdose Muhammed
Cybersecurity

Megan Ostrander
Software Development
With Highest Distinction

Richard Paintiff
Networking

Bayethe Rowell
Software Development

Paige Shaffer
Software Development
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Noah Sherrill
Software Development

Noah Siters
Software Development

Gavin Slife
Cybersecurity
Magna Cum Laude

Kaarle Spangler
Cybersecurity

Brandon Stephenson
Software Development
With High Distinction

Dillon Taynor
Networking
Summa Cum Laude

Levi Gabrielle Vistan
Software Development
Williams Honor Scholar

Jared Warford
Software Development

Benjamin Whatmore
Networking
With High Distinction

Logan Wolf
Cybersecurity

Katharine Wunderle
Software Development
With Highest Distinction

Aria Young
Cybersecurity
Summa Cum Laude

Candidates for  Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science
Brian Conley
Nathaniel Eddy

Williams Honor Scholar
Peyton Gardner

Summa Cum Laude
Luke Gegick

Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Mckenzie Golshani
Suman Khadka

Computer Science – Systems
Dylan Miller

Magna Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

David Namenyi
Spencer Simms

Summa Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Bachelor of Science 
in Construction 
Engineering 
Technology
Abdulrab Alzaher
John Amato
Tristen Blatt

Magna Cum Laude
Zachary Burke
Bryton Mack

Summa Cum Laude
Alex Torrieri

Bachelor of Science 
in Electrical 
Engineering
Thomas Dollard
Darron Reinhart

Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Clifford Brown

Cum Laude
Dana Cartagena
Joseph Downs

Cum Laude
Holden Fegan
William Fox
David Frey
Luke Greer

Magna Cum Laude
Kya Haney
Caleb Hartzler

Summa Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering
Dayra Indermuhle

Summa Cum Laude
Tyler Jewell

Williams Honor Scholar
Nicholas Lindsey

Williams Honor Scholar
Derek Marris
Tucker Meachem
Javid Miller

Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Ryan Mock
Matthew Morocco
Siddharth Navaneetha Raj
Justin Naylor

Cum Laude
Taner Plucinski
Ethan Polacheck
Jack Primack
Yahya Qureshi
Brendan Repasky
Anthony Sawyer
Jovan Stankovic
Jude Telesz
Crystel Tohme
Ivan Wasielewski

Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Brandon White
Cum Laude

Aidan Winkhart
Cum Laude
Williams Honor Scholar

Ryan Worth
Williams Honor Scholar
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Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering 
Technology
Marsalis Alexander
George Kacsanek

With High Distinction
Ky’Lynn Miller
Friedrich Morgenstern
Kenneth Postlethwait
Lonnie Wilson

Bachelor of Science in 
Surveying and Mapping
Hayden Coombs
William Eddy
Luke Plowman
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This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates’ names, or may result in the use of names of persons not completing 
graduation requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for 
diplomas and transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed program, there-
fore, should not be used to determine a student’s academic or degree status. The University’s official registry 
for conferral of degrees is the student’s permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University 
Registrar, Simmons Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208.

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www.gradimages.com.

Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the drop-down menu. If you need  
additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department at 800-261-2576 or  
email giservice@gradimages.net.

Candidates for  Associate Degrees

College of Health  
and Human Sciences
Founded 2012

Dean Daniel L. Friesner

Associate of  
Applied Science in 
Emergency Medical 
Service Technology
Wyatt Cole

Fire/Medic
Diamond Carper

EMT/Paramedic
With High Distinction

Steven Forfia
EMT/Paramedic

Devin Tantengco
EMT/Paramedic
With Highest Distinction

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Dean Craig C. Menzemer

Associate of Applied 
Business in Computer 
Information Systems
Kellen Hughes

Networking
Jaret Louth

Networking

Associate of 
Applied Science 
in Construction 
Engineering 
Technology
John Amato
Tristen Blatt

With High Distinction
Anna Carpenter
Mason Masl

Associate of 
Applied Science in 
Construction Field 
Operations
Ben Grossholz

Associate of Applied 
Science in Electronic 
Engineering 
Technology
Owen Pavlock

With Highest Distinction
Nathaniel Veccia

Associate of  
Applied Science  
in Land Surveying
Landon Cole
Hayden Coombs
Luke Plowman
Luke Sawyer
Ashton Schonauer
Zachary Stachera

Williams Honor Scholar
Taylor Valentine-Krepps

Associate of Applied 
Science in Mechanical 
Engineering 
Technology
Timothy Hutchinson
Michael Alex Munar
Zane Raymond
Jaden Skelley



.Statue of  John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The Alma Mater

    Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as president and as a trustee of the 
institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Adviser: Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).



The  Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nbc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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The University of Akron:  A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small liberal 
arts college in Akron in 1870 and named it after one of the city’s 
prominent industrialists, John R. Buchtel. It was Buchtel who led a 

group of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build 
the college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College.

Both a visionary and pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any 
city is closely tied to the proximity of a high-quality institution of higher 
education. Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he 
helped to launch, have proven him right. 

Today, The University of Akron continues to invigorate the region, 
providing top-ranked and in-demand degree programs ranging from 
associate through doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences, health care, 
engineering, business, law, education and more. Students gain real-world 
experience through internships, co-ops, study abroad and other career-
focused learning opportunities. 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution, the 
University serves students from all over the country and world through 
five degree-granting colleges and a School of Law on the main campus and 
through Wayne College in Orrville. Today, more than 180,000 of its alumni 
live and work around the globe.

The University of Akron Celebrates 150 Years

When John R. Buchtel saw the cornerstone laid for Buchtel College,  
he pledged that the new school, built on a hilltop overlooking Akron,  
would bring honor and pride to the city and state. Over the next 150 years, 
The University of Akron kept and exceeded the promise of its founder, 
rising to become one of Ohio’s most influential public urban research 
universities.

Among its many achievements, the University was the first in the world  
to offer courses in rubber chemistry. It pioneered one of the country’s  
first engineering co-op programs, which remains a national model. In  
World War II, the U.S. government called upon the University to help 
develop synthetic rubber for the Allied forces. When the rubber industry 
declined, the University rose to new heights of innovation, leading the world 
in polymer science and polymer engineering. 

Today, the University continues to rise, advancing research and knowledge 
in engineering, business, health care, the arts and sciences, education and 
law. It continues to uplift the region through hundreds of partnerships with 
business, industry, academia and government. It continues to produce leaders 
who are making a difference throughout the world. 

It continues to keep its founder’s promise.


